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To General Ilis Excellency the Right Honourable Lord Byng of Vimy, G.C.B., 
G.C.M.G., M.V.O., Governor General and Commander in Chief of the Dominion 
of Canada. 


ee It PLEASE Your EXcELLENcyY: 


The undersigned has the honour to present to Your Excellency the report of 
the Soldier Settlement Board on its activities and operations from its inception, ; 
January 31, 1918, to March 31, 1921. 

I have the honour to be, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 


JAMES A. LOUGHEED, 


Minister of the Interior. 
Orrawa, March 81, 1921. 
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CHAPTER I 


GENERAL STATEMENT 
Otrawa, March 381, 1921. 


EXTENT OF OPERATIONS 


INO MIO Ee SOULICES: (Wy Vi i) ONOGIEG sll) Js cht o4ce 5, $5: am Ue eMail Weare) Lorne EST. 
No. of settlers on free Dominion lands without loans................. 5,672 

PUOla eI DEL Ot SOROTCE SOUL OLB esc. «sic: suki s,enshuckeiaee ier cate aah Sime oa en 25,443 
Amount approved in loans............ 2 UE E aes Se ts $80,371,750 48 
For the following purposes: | 

Tompurenase Mand fo.ieere «he Ge aa. hale sie ae « eb wee amee FREED DAZ N61 

To remove encumbrances on land privately owned 

gs SOUL OU STE to niclont, Sioichaia) « Ata Wio'p aad sag tee ADL GOO (00 
To purchase steck. and equipment.................. 25,008,760 07 
For permanent damprovements: i sicgisss < sys -eleusieval oats ane 9,039,865 14 


$80,371,750 48 


Of the 19,771 settlers who have received loans,— 


3,735 are on free Dominion lands, with total loans of............$ 6,369,864 18 
1,967 are on privately-owned lands, with total loans of............ 4,742,778 00 
14,069 are on purchased lands, with total loans of.............. 69,259,608 30 
195771 $80,371,750 48 
Theveeneran-averave loam per settler, 1S vis acsce mae. ou ees saab ae tee 4,065 00 
On Dominion lands the average loan per settler is................ 1,705 00 

On privately-owned lands the average loan per settler is.......... 2,411 00 

On purchased lands the average loan per settler is................ 4,922 00 
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SECURITY 


Of the commitment of $80,371,750.48 in loans approved, there has been disbursed to 
the thirty-first of March, 1921, $76,928,922.54. 

The above expenditure is returnable. It bears interest at 5 per cent. A total 
of $80,000,000 will produce annually an interest revenue of $4,000,000. It is secured by 
tangible saleable assets, by title of first mortgage on land, buildings, stock and farm 
machinery and equipment. The board has in addition collateral security amounting 
to several million dollars taken where obtainable. 

The board holds clear title to 2,153,184 acres of land. It holds 360,227 acres on 
first mortgage. It holds first charge against 980,108 acres of Dominion Lands. Total 
acreage, 3,493,519, comprising 19,771 farnis. : 

It has title or first lien on 38,399 horses, 62,293 head of cattle, 18,355 sheep 
and swine, as well as farm machinery. 

In connection with the loans approved the board has received in 10 per cent 
cash payments, $4,085,095.96. 

Of the total loans disbursed there has been repaid to the board $8,174,572.91. 
This figure includes the 10 per cent cash payment on land, due payments and pre- 
payments. It also includes $1,400,000 paid by settlers who have entirely discharged 
their financial obligations to the board. 


PURPOSE OF LAND SETTLEMENT LEGISLATION 


In Canada, agriculture is the basic industry. The opportunities of securing 
suitable farming land at reasonable cost exist in all provinces of the Dominion, and 
particularly in the uncultivated areas of the middle west. Land settlement on busi- 
ness lines increases the rational growth and prosperity. An important demand arose 
for land settlement facilities on behalf of returned men. It was, therefore, sound 
national policy, as well as good re-establishment, to add to the agricultural citizen- 
hood of Canada as great a number as possible of the best of its manhood, those who 
had seen active service. 

Since land settlenient of the Lhe and magnitude inaugurated under the 
Soldier Settlement Act is in many respects unique, it is of interest to refer to some 
of the underlying principles and safeguards on which the measure of progress so 
far attained has been based. 


WELFARE OF THE SOLDIER 


A settler must be qualified to farm. This is in the interest of the returned soldier 
as much as in the public interest. Indeed, it may be said to be more important. 
No sympathetic argument can justify the settlement of an unfit returned soldier on 
land. There is no other business where the difficulties and discouragements are so 
numerous: limited capital, isolation, arduous labour, crop failure, pests, hail, frost 
and drought are incidents of the farmer’s life, but formidable obstacles to the 
beginner. Settlement of men not physically or temperamentally adapted to farming 
means a disastrous. percentage of ultimate failures. No greater injury could be done 
to unfit men or men without the ability to succeed than to permit their wholesale 
settlement on land. Hence, it has been taken as the first maxim in land settlement 
that the settler approved for the bencfits of the legislation must be fit to farm and 
qualified to succeed. * 
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QUALIFICATION 


Moral Risk.—The subject of qualification deals with the “ personal” factors or 
the moral risk in connection with land settlement; namely, the man himself. The 
human element necessarily controls. No land settlement scheme can furnish the 
means of automatic success. The success of even the physically fit settler depends 
in the last analysis on his own initiative, competence, and resourcefulness. If he 
does not succeed on these qualities no scheme or settlement plan will ensure his 
success. The farm may be good, but if the settler is an indifferent farm manager or 
thriftless, he cannot succeed. If settlers are inexperienced or careless they will play 
havoe with the livestock, machinery and equipment that the Board advances to them, 
the care of which depends on intelligent use and experience. 


Farming is a business, and consists of practical methods applied to agriculture 
which must be known or learned. -No man can afford to learn the business and at the 
same time carry an overhead of interest bearing indebtedness, and no lending agency 
of the character of the board can afford to experiment with the settlement of the 
totally inexperienced. It is only practical common sense that it be laid down as the 
first maxim in land settlement of this character that the man must be fitted physically 
snd in all other respects to farm and must be adapted to and desire to follow that 
‘vocation. 


The board through its experienced officers will advise, counsel, approve of suit- 
able applications, and refuse improvident or impracticable applications, but it can 
after all only supply to the man the means and advice by which he ean, through his 
own efforts, succeed. It can ensure that an applicant shall at least have sufficient 
practical knowledge to care for his live stock and machinery, and more important 
still, to satisfy himself that he is fitted for and likes the life. Hence it is provided 
that applicants shall have worked for at least a year with practical farmers. This 
provision has been particularly essential in the case of many inexperienced applicants 
who were attracted by enthusiasm or misconception of land settlement. Only prac- 
tical farm work enabled such men to demonstrate to themselves as well as to the 
board that they really wanted and were adapted to farming as a. vocation. 


Personal Initiative.—Another feature of the “ personal” equation in land settle- 


ment is the necessity of preserving the initiative and personal responsibility of the 
settler with respect to his undertaking. The full right was reserved to the returned 
men to settle in whatever province or district they chose. The board does not insist 
that any man take any particular land and does not “place” him on land. The 
settler places himself. It will furnish such advice and assistance as it can as to 
location and selection of land, and will appraise and value and will refuse to sanction 
where the proposition has not the essentials for successful settlement. The responsi- 
bility is upon the man for selecting his own district and his own land. This is an 
“important factor in determining what men are fitted to succeed and in automatically 
excluding applicants unless they have the ordinary self-reliance and resourcefulness 
necessary to overcome the obstacles of locating and commencing settlement. These 
are the types who can alone succeed under this plan. If others who simply desire 
to try out farming but have not the requisite moral qualities are dealt with, they 
offer the greatest possible number of potential failures. 

During 1919 the percentage of applicants qualified to those declined or recom- 
mended for additional training was 75 per cent. During 1920, the percentage of 
applicants qualified to those declined or recommended for additional training was 
64.5 per cent. These percentages indicate the increasing efficiency of this factor of 
our work and also indicate the firm attitude of the board in accepting only men who 
pass the qualification tests. A 
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LAND 


The salient features under the general subject of land are:— 

(a) Meaning of “ Suitable Lands.” 

(b) Development of Land: 
Unreclaimed swamp or Le: lands. 
Progressive clearing loans. 

(c) Type of farming: 

Mixed farming 
Specialized farming and small holdings 
Community farming 

(d) Dominion lands: Loans on Dominion lands 
Soldier grant entry 
Forest reserves 
Indian reserves 
School lands 
Grazing leases 
Provincial lands 

(e) Purchase plan. 

(f) Privately-owned lands and removal of encumbrances. 

(g) Unimproved lands; amendments of 1920. 

(h) Inspection and appraisal of land. 

(2) Price reduction, real estate commissions. 


(a) Meaning of “ Suitable Lands.” 

If the first maxim is that the man must be “fit to farm,” the second’ maxim is 
that the land must be “fit to farm.” They are of equal importance.. From the 
commencement of its operations the Board laid it down that land was not suitable for 
soldier settlement which was remote from transportation, or which was not ready for 
cultivation or which was of a price greater than its productive value. 

The board does not contemplate the settlement of soldiers as pioneers in remote 
locations or under isolated conditions, removed from markets, in virgin forest areas, 
or on lands not cultivable without reclamation or other development. Lands not 
suitable as above explained afford neither the attractiveness for the average settler 
nor the possibility of immediate returns necessary to the settler’s subsistence, nor 
reasonable financial security for money advances, all of which are essential to make 
the settlement plan a success. 

The supply of suitable uncultivated lands in Canada as a whole near developed 
settlement and markets is so great that the interest of the returned soldier and the 
economic necessity of first developing the settled districts, as well as furnishing 
sound security for the Government’s large investment in lands, rendered this policy 
the only justifiable one and the only fair one for the settlement of soldiers in Canada. * 
Not only does the acquirement of lands in the suitable districts give improved financial 
security for the investment but it greatly improves the chance for success of the men 
with limited agricultural experience, it being advisable that men of this class should 
be located among general settlement in order that they might have the benefit of the 
experience of the practical farmers in the district. 

Therefore, while it was recognized that the principle of selecting only qualified 
settlers was an aid to the success of the scheme, it was also recognized that the security 
for the money advanced by the government must in the final analysis rest upon the 
selection of good and suitable land at the right price and in the proper districts. In 
other words, the land must be such that if one settler fails it will not remain on the 
board’s hands as a dead loss, but be of such quality and so situated that another settler 
of avetage ability can take it up and succeed. 
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ed 


Under this policy the large sums of money advanced under the Act have therefore 
been on lands inspected and approved by the Appraisal Department. They are 
situated for the most part in well settled or partly settled districts near transportation. 
They have the advantages of organized rural life. They present all the possibilities 
of suecess which the farming population have in those districts. In addition, they 
possess tangible security. 


(b) Development of Land. : 

Swamp or Timbered Lands—Therefore, while many suggestions were forth- 
coming at the conclusion of the war to turn forest areas or swamp lands into farms 
_ for communities of soldiers, the board felt that such plans were not within its scope. 
The elements of successful settlement were present in a greater degree in lands 
ready to farm close to the railways, moreover, the national need of closer settlement, 
as well as the best welfare of the soidiers, required attention to settlement facilities 
existing in the railway belts. 

The board considered that its first duty was to settle soldiers on lands ready to 
farm near market and transportation and not to undertake development policies such 
as the clearing of timber or draining swamp lands or making land suitable for the 
ee of the Act which is not yet ready for farming. Should, however, such areas 
be made ready for settlement by private enterprise or otherwise, the same might be 
acquired on application from qualified settlers at the board’s appraised values the same 
as any other suitable lands. This policy prevented the board from becoming involved 
in expensive or uncertain development undertakings largely experimental and difficult 
to bring to a successful conclusion. 


Progressive Clearing Loans—Where in certain districts general settlement was 
under way, and a settler located on land partially developed, the board arranged for 
progressive clearing loans payable as the improvement work advanced. 

Similarly in the case of the free homestead areas in the western provinces, the 
only lands suitable for the purposes of the loan provisions of the Act are lands within 
reasonable distance of the railways or in specially approved districts along projected 
lines where general settlement is well developed. Loans to settlers in such pioneer 
districts, however, or on bush lands in settled districts close to railways must neces- 
sarily follow progressive development of the land by the settler who thereby 
demonstrates that he is of the type and has the competence to succeed on a proposition 
of that character. ’ 
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(c) Type of Farming. 

The lands offering the greatest possible chance for general success are lands 
suitable for mixed farming. Practically all settlers in the Prairie Provinces are 
established on lands suitable for mixed farming, as well as the very great majority of 
the settlers in the eastern provinces and a larg proportion of thos settld in British 
Columbia. 


Specialized Farming.—The board has not favoured any general plans for settle- 
ment on small holdings or for specialized farming such as exclusive poultry raising, 
truck gardening, and fruit growing. Specialized farming requires matured experience 
and special adaptability. The board made careful investigation into the possibility 
of general settlement on small holdings in view of the numerous applications received 
from men who had lived in cities all their lives and whose object was largely to secure 
locations adjacent to towns and cities rather than land settlement of the character of 
mixed farming. From the investigations made and from the board’s experience to 
date, settlement under specialized farming plans by inexperienced men or by men of 
limited experience, offers possibility of undue proportion of failures with the reversion 
to the board of numerous small holdings adjacent to urban centres of uncertain 


realizable value. 
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It has endorsed the settlement on suitable propositions of the experienced 
orchardist or the experienced truck farmer, who have the technical knowledge neces- 
sary to success, but it doubts the possibility under a land purchase scheme of the 
effective training of men with limited experience for such specialized types of farming 
which as a whole offers conditions for success and for financial security as in the case 
of mixed farming. 


Mixd Farming—tThe policy of the board has been, therefore, as far as possible, 
to concentrate on mixed farming ‘settlement. ’ 

The average settlers are not encouraged to embark on a scheme of farming in 
which “their eggs are all in one basket.” 

For the average man the specialized enterprise is attended with too much risk. 
If sole dependence is placed in one crop such as wheat or apples, or in one class of 
live stock, such as beef cattle, total failure may result because of adverse weather condi- 
tions, or disease, or some other misfortune. Skilful farmers who believed that they 
allowed for every contingency have often failed in their enterprise by over specializa- 
tion. 

Individual initiative and enterprise is allowed scope, but the impulsive direction 
is towards mixed farming, because it is based on sound economic principles. 

Where several important crops are grown and several classes of animals are kept 
they are not all likely to meet adverse conditions of climate or market in the one year. 
Different crops and different classes of animals make for better distribution of labour 
throughout the season. Waste is lessened because the product from one crop or 
animal is utilized by another class of animal. Fertility is conserved because manure 
rich in plant food is returned to the soil. Income is steadier and better distributed 
throughout the seasons; consequently there is less likelihood of contracting a great 
number of small debts. With cows, pigs, poultry, and a good vegetable garden much 
of the foodstuffs that contribute to a healthy livelihood are obtained from the farm. 


Community Farming—Community ownership and community operation of set- 
tlement scheme have not been favoured by the board. It early. became apparent that 
the settler must succeed under this scheme the same as any farmer succeeds in the 
ordinary farming community, by farming in the same way as the farming fraternity 
as a whole has successfully farmed. New and experimental projects for overcoming 
the ordinary burdens of farming or to short cutting on the road to success have not 
been indulged in by the board to any extent. We find that the practical and experi- 
enced man avoids any such plans but prefers to take up farming as any other farmer 
would. : 

Community ownership or operation were desired to a great extent by the men 
with limited experience in farming or rural life who were anxious for mutual support 
and co-operation of associates. The board could ascertain few if any previous plans 
of this character which had been a success, and the issue was too vital to deal with on ~ 
an experimental basis. The experience the board has had with a few joint loans 
where eettlers have endeavoured to work out a partnership basis has demonstrated the 
impracticability as a general plan of joint or community undertakings. In most cases, 
the partnership is unsuccessful. In one or two cases the partnership was dissolved 
after purchase of the land and settlement was not effected. The board does 
not purchase land on a joint basis. It places no restriction whatever on two settlers 
or any group of settlers working co-operatively. On the contrary, in the case 
of new settlers it favours neighbours securing machinery and equipment the use of 
which may be exchanged. In this way, the burden of each individual settler purchasing 
a full line of equipment at the start of his operations is avoided. It insists, however, 
that the land purchased for each must be a separate and self-sustaining farm, cach 
unit to be farmed and occupied, although the farm work may be done co-operatively 
or otherwise. The possibility of ultimate individual settlement and success is thereby 
assured so far as the farm unit is concerned. 
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(d) Dominion Lands in the Western Provinces. 


Loans on Dominion Lands.—The first Soldier Settlement Act of 1919 contem- 
plated the use of the remaining Dominion lands for the settlement of soldiers so far 
as they were available and suitable. While not affecting other than the western pro- 
vinees, and while the greater number of soldiers have settled under the “ purchase 
plan,” the settlement on Dominion lands has been considerable and a very important 
contribution to the land settlement of returned soldiers. Three thousand seven 
hundred and thirty-five settlers have obtained loans on free Dominion lands. The 
board has advanced $6,369,364.18 for stock and equipment and improvements on free 
Dominion lands. It has sold to settlers valuable Dominion lands (comprising Douk- 
' hobor Lands, Hudson’s Bay Company reserve lands, etc.), to the extent of 36,859 
acres. 


Soldier Grant Entries —Eight thousand seven hundred and seventy-two have 
obtained free soldier grant entries on Dominion lands, aggregating a total holding of 
2,105,280 acres. A great number of these (5,672) on free soldier grants are pioneering 
in the ordinary homestead use of the term without government financial assistance. 

All remaining vacant Dominion lands within fifteen miles of railways were 
yes on April 3, 1918, for soldier entry only. This reservation it is proposed will 

srminate May 1, 1921. 


Forest Reserves.—Four hundred and ninety-nine thousand three hundred acres 
were withdrawn from forest reserves and made available to returned soldiers. 


Grazing Leases.—Seventy-five thousand and forty acres from cancelled grazing 
leases were made available for returned soldiers. 


Indian Reserve Lands.—Seventy-seven thousand one hundred and eighty-seven 
acres were purchased from the Indians for returned soldiers. 


School Lands——One hundred and thirteen thousand seven hundred and nine 
acres of school lands have been sold to returned soldiers at values determined by 
arbitration between the Provincial Governments and the board. 

Practically all the areas of Dominion lands, forest reserve lands, grazing leases, 
Indian reserves and school lands taken by soldiers were uncultivated areas and are 
now being brought under cultivation. . 


Provincial Crown Lands.—In the case of British Columbia, lands held by set- 
tlers under provincial pre-emption entry were, if found suitable for settlement, by 
arrangement with the Provincial Government transferred to the board and loans 
granted on same. 


(e) Purchase Plan. 


The major portion of the board’s operations has been under the purchase plan, 
namely: of the total settlers 71-2 per cent are on purchased land, 9-9 per cent are 
on lands already owned by them, and the balance, 18-9 per cent, are on Dominion 
lands. In money advances, 86-2 per cent are on purchased land, 5-9 per cent on land 
already owned, and 7-9 per cent on Dominion lands. 

Seventy per cent of the settlers are in the Prairie Provinces, and 30 per cent 
in the other provinces. 

That the provision for the purchase policy was necessary is indicated by these 
figures. Without that provision a comprehensive soldier settlement policy could not 
have been attained, and the settlement of soldiers in other than the provinces where 
there are Dominion lands would have been practically nil. The purchase policy has 
further enabled the settlement in the eastern provinces of hundreds of sons of farmers 
in their home districts who otherwise would in all probability have sought the vacant 
lands in the west. 
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(f) Privately-Owned Lands. 

The privilege of assistance under the Act applies not only to settlers developing 
the homestead lands or to new settlers purchasing lands, but applies also to those 
soldier farmers who were already settled and owned land of their own. The same 
amount may be loaned to them for stock and equipment and permanent improvements 
as to others, namely, $3,000. An amount not exceeding 50 per cent of the value of 
the land may be loaned to remove existing encumbrances on their land, the 
maximum loan for all such purposes being $5,000. . The security taken in this case 
is by way of first mortgage. To soldier farmers of this class a total for all purposes 
has been advanced of $4,742,778. The object of this provision was to enable those 
soldier farmers whose farming had been interrupted by their service overseas to 
recommence their farming operations. As one of our superintendents has reported: 
“The inestimable benefit of this legislation is apparent when it is pointed out that 
the encumbrances on these lands were in the bulk of cases overdue and bearing 
interest at 7 per cent to 10 per cent, whilst the stock and equipment belonging to 
these settlers had been disposed of or heavily encumbered during their absence over- 


seas.” 


(g) Unimproved Lands—Amendments of 1920, 

The Act of 1917 was entitled “An Act to assist returned soldiers in settling 
upon the land and to increase agricultural production.” The Act of 1919 allowed 
two years free of interest on advances for stock and equipment up to $2,000; no 
payment until the third year. The object was to assist the new settler for the unpro- 
ductive period and contemplated mainly the settlement of soldiers on the unpro-— 
ductive homestead lands and on the uncultivated areas acquired by purchase. 

By the amendments of 1920 this policy was emphasized by giving preferential 
treatment to settlers going on raw land. The settler taking up an improved and 
equipped farm becomes immediately productive. In the case of the settler taking 
up raw land he has a practically unproductive period of two years. The settler 
taking up new land is a greater asset to the country than the settler who buys an 
operating farm. Hence the wisdom of concentrating on the development of the 
unoccupied lands. At the same time, in the case of the returned soldier the right 
to locate in his own home district in preference to acquiring vacant land was 
observed. The amendments of 1920 provided that settlers purchasing unimproved 
lands are not required to make any payment on land in addition to the 10 per cent 
cash deposit for the first two years, except a small payment of interest. They are given 
stock and equipment advances free of interest for two years, payments not com- 
mencing until the end of three years from the date of sale. In the case of improved 
lands payments commence at the end of the first year and interest is not waived on 
stock and equipment. The tendency of the Act and the board’s administration is 
therefore towards the agricultural development of the unoccupied lands, with due 


emphasis on closer settlement. 


(h) Inspection and Appraisal of Land. 

The most important responsibility in the administration of the Soldier Settle- 
ment Act is the appraisal of land. The board regards the appraisal work as its most 
vital department. The success of the settler, as well as the validity of the land 
security, depends on the competence and efficiency of the work of the appraisers. 
The supply of experienced or professional valuators was extremely limited. It was 
necessary for the board, by selection and elimination, to build up a trained staff of 
appraisers before the maximum of efficiency could be reached in that branch. 

The appraisal staff is in charge in each district office of a chief appraiser, who 
is responsible for its efficiency. The work of each new inspector is checked by the 
chief appraiser. Check appraisals are constantly made on all appraisers. Confer- 


14 


GENERAL STATEMENT 


ences of appraisers have been held, in which they were fully instructed in the prin- 
ciples and policies of the board, and the regulations thereunder; the classes of 
land necessary to the success of settlers, in harmony with the board’s require- 
ments as to security. Their values are based on productivity and not speculation. 
Stress is laid on the fact that valuations are on a total cash payment basis. Not 
only the board’s security but the settler’s career and future depend upon the 
inspector’s reliable and conscientious valuation. Hence efficiency and integrity are 
the sole reasons for the appointment of an appraiser. 


Inspections are not made when the snow is on the ground. Soil is examined 
as to quality. Rainfall and crop results in the locality are ascertained. Adequate 
water supply for domestic purposes and stock must be assured. Distance from school 
and markets is ascertained. The settlers’ individual requirements and intentions as 
to the kind of farming he intends to follow are taken into account. 

The above comments on the subjects of inspection and appraisal are made to 
indicate the great importance which the board has attached to this phase of its 
administration. 


(2) Price Reductions. 


} In all land purchase transactions negotiation is necessary to secure the land at 
the lowest price the vendor will accept, or to secure it at its appraised value or less. 
For the most part vendors ask a greater price than the appraisers consider the land is 
worth. Settlers on the whole are not experienced in land buying and are not com- 
petent to negotiate with the vendors. It has become apparent to the board that 
systematic and businesslike methods must be followed to secure land at its appraised 
value or less. Price reduction and price cutting was therefore dealt with by the board 
in an organized way, this responsibility being placed directly on the superintendent 
and the chief appraiser personally; or with the assistance of officials specially skilled 
in negotiation. 

As a result very material reductions have been obtained in buying land at less 
than the price which the vendor and settler had agreed upon and less than the amount 
applied for by the settler for the purchase of it. The fact that the Government has 
paid all cash to vendors has been the principal lever for negotiation, the all cash 
payment being a very attractive feature to the average vendor who in most cases will 
get down to rock bottom figures before losing the sale. This in a very small percentage 
of cases has caused some slight delay in closing, but the benefit to the returned men 
purchasing and to the board’s security has been enormous and well worth any trifling 
delay or inconvenience. The various offices have kept track of this detail of their 
operations, the total saving in price reduction in the whole of Canada being approxi- 
mately $3,530,138. 


Commissions.—Another unique feature has been the refusal to pay real estate 
commissions. This in itself has effected in the aggregate a great saving. Since the 
settler is assuming a large percentage of debt it was imperative that the land not only 
must be good and well situated but it must be secured at rock bottom prices; and it was 
imperative that the settler, if possible, should be saved the cost. of real estate commis- 
sions. The assistance of the reputable real estate selling agencies was of some advan- 
tage to men desiring to find locations. On the other hand great inconvenience was 
caused by the board having to inspect many properties not suitable. Moreover, at the 
commencement of the board’s operations and particularly during demobilization, 
returned men, whether interested in farming or not, became immediately the objects of 
solicitation from all and sundry to induce them to purchase farming properties, 
suitable or unsuitable, with the assistance of the Act, or to purchase small holding 
subdivisions of an impracticable character. In fact, it made the returned soldier the 
object of importunity by any one desirous of making a sale of land. 
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At the start cases came to our attention that where a returned soldier became 
interested in a property it was forthwith purchased by a middleman who in turn 
resold to the settler at an increased cost. While on the whole the ordinary selling 
agencies were anxious to assist in the patriotic purpose of settling the returned soldier 
and while in fact many did so with little or no commission, there were not wanting 
others who, notwithstanding the patriotic policy involved, were willing to exploit 
both the returned soldier and the board by sale of land at increased cost, or by the sale 
of worthless land, and there was not wanting an occasional inspector who failed to 
protect the settler and the board in that respect. 

The principle therefore was laid down in the new Act that no real estate com- 
missions would be paid or land purchased which changed hands at increased cost for 
the purpose of securing the benefit of the turnover to the returned soldier. This was 
absolutely necessary for the protection of the settlers, as well as for the protection of 
the board. This provision has been duly enforced with, on the whole, we think, 
beneficial results. Nor in the opinion of the board does such a rule in this case work 
a hardship on real estate selling agencies; normally, as a matter of business, the agent 
is paid a commission because he finds for the vendor of the land a buyer. In the 
case of the returned soldier he does not find the buyer. The Government, through the 
Soldier Settlement ‘Board, would be supplying the buyer for the real estate agent. The 
quantity of available land in Canada is so great that the policy of dealing direct with 
the owners of land was practicable. The board refers to this phase of its responsi- 
bility because the duty of protecting its settlers from importunity and of preventin~ 
improper land transactions by dishonest applicants, vendors or officials is necessarily 
a very serious one; but on the whole the board is able to report that the special 
provisions in the Act and the efficiency of its appraisal work have supplied the essentia! 
safeguards in this connection. 


LOANS 


The subject of loan procedure will be explained somewhat in detail in the chapter 
under “ Procedure” dealing with the treatment of a settler’s application from the 
start, issue of his qualification certificate, the making of a loan application, inspection 
report, approval by Loan Committee, examination and securing of title by the Legal 
Department, disbursements of loan under supervision of board by purchasing order 
and warrant, inspection of stock and equipment by field supervisor before purchase, ete. 

Initial and Additional Loans.—It is of importance to point out that the board has 
pursued the policy of granting initial loans and additional loans. The settler’s initial 
requirements and intentions are carefully ascertained, and he is given for stock and 
equipment and permanent improvements a line of credit sufficient to enable him to 
make a proper start. As he progresses in his establishment, and shows his bona fides 
and competence, additional loans are granted. Thus, the average loan to date for 
stock and equipment is $1,264, the statutory maximum being $2,000. The average loan 
for permanent improvements is $457, the statutory maximum being $1,000. This 
policy is necessary or advisable in the settler’s own interest but mainly in the general 
interest of the board’s security. The field supervisor reports specially on the case of 
each additional loan as to the settler’s progress and his requirements. 

Seed and Feed Loans.—Loans for seed and feed and amounts, if any, paid by the 
board for taxes and insurance, are short date loans and are repayable in the first fall 
after date of advance. Such loans for seed and feed when repaid are redisbursable 
and all settlers are encouraged to keep unexpended at least $300 or $400 of their 
loan as a protection in the event of crop failure or other loss, in order to obtain seed 
or feed. While loans for provisions or grub stakes are permissible in appropriate 
cases, a liberal policy of loaning for these purposes is not followed. Each applicant is 
required to give assurance in writing that he has the means or ability with his own 
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resources and those proposed to be loaned to provide for himself and his family until 
the farm becomes producing. A liberal policy in advancing for such personal pur- 
poses in the board’s opinion would be a deterrent to success in land settlement of men 
without the self-reliance and personal resourcefulness necessary in the case. Cases, 
however, arise of sickness, misfortune, fire, crop failure, rendering personal relief to a 
limited extent necessary. 


SUPERVISION OF SETTLERS. 


Next only to the importance of the policy of approving only “ qualified settlers” 
and of selecting only “suitable land,” is the policy of “supervision of settlers,” in 
purchasing their stock and equipment and in their agricultural operations. <A settler, 
particularly a man with limited experience may be foredoomed to failure by being 
loaded with worthless stock and machinery or with too much or too little equipment, 
or by commencing his farming operations on a wrong basis. As in the case of land 
there were not wanting at the commencement of the board’s work some vendors of 
live stock who were willing to exploit a settler with worthless stock. Since a great 
r»ortion of the board’s security is in the form of chattels and is dependent on the 
maintenance of that security, and since in a measure the board’s security is con- 
tingent on the settler succeeding and repaying the loan, ‘“ supervised settlement” is 
the third maxim of the board. ; 

A staff of field supervisors, therefore, has been appointed under the “Agricultural 
Branch” of the board. They are practical and experienced farmers or men with 
expert knowledge of live stock and machinery, who supply the “personal contact” 
between the board and the settlers after they are established. Once the settlers are 
established the field supervisors are the eyes of the board with respect to these settlers. 
Their duties are to supervise prospective applicants who are training; to inspect and 
value the stock and equipment. purchased.for settlers; to visit the settlers, and to give 
advice on farm methods and problems, and in general to advise them in all practical 
matters relating to the farm work, in order that they may produce sufficient to meet 
their obligations; to make recommendations to the board when from time to time 
the settler requires additional advances for stock and equipment and improvements; to 
make reports on the progress of the settler and the maintenance of the board’s 
security ; and to advise the board to what extent the settler is or is not able to meet his 
due payments. 

For supervision purposes settlers are classed in several grades, the most success- 
ful and progressive requiring little or no supervision, others requiring to be visited 
frequently, while the prospective failures are watched closely to afford them all 
reasonable assistance and in order that the board’s chattel security may be safe- 
guarded as far as possible. As settlers progress and commence repayment the neces- 
sity for supervision decreases in corresponding ratio. 

Without supervised purchase the policy of embarking on the purchase of horses, 
eattle, and other live stock on a large scale would have been a perilous enterprise. 
In results accomplished, however, its feasibility has been demonstrated by the methods 
followed. Good chattels have been bought at right values and the returned soldiers 
saved from much exploitation and imposition. 


Home Branch.—It has been recognized that the home conditions are a vital and 
often a deciding factor in the success of the settler. A branch, therefore, was formed 
to instruct and advise the wives and family dependents of settlers in home economics, 
and to co-ordinate and direct in a special way for the benefit of the home life of 
settlers, the attention and efforts of the various educational associations and organiza- 
tions which exist in all rural districts. 
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Stock and Equipment Purchases.—It is worthy of special mention that as a result 
of négotiations between the board and the manufacturers of farm machinery, imple- 
ments, harness, ete., and with lumber companies, special arrangements were made 
whereby soldier settlers might secure materially reduced prices, practically, in fact, 
wholesale prices. No limitation is placed on the right of the settler to purchase in his 
own way or from whom he pleases, save only as to inspection and valuation. The 
machinery, harness, and lumber firms are entitled to credit for thus assisting the 
returned soldier, the concessions being for the patriotic purposes involved and not 
solely for business considerations. By means of these reduced prices, since the com- 
mencement of the board’s work to the 31st of December, 1920, the actual saving in 
dollars and cents to the returned soldiers on these purchases has reached the large 
sum of $810,334.06. 


Reduced Railway Transportation—While mentioning the concessions granted to 
returned soldiers in connection with land settlement, it should be stated that the 
railway companies throughout Canada: responded promptly to the advances of the 
board for reduced fares. The companies, immediately on the commencement of 
settlement operations, granted to settlers, their families and dependents, the cheap 
rate of one cent per mile to make trips to work for a farmer or look for land, to return 
home and again return with their families, and get located on the land with their 
stock and equipment, etc. This has been a very great assistance to the settlers whose 
capital for these personal purposes was in many cases necessarily slender. The rate 
granted is exceptionally low and the concession in this case also was to the patriotic 
purposes involved and not solely to business considerations. 


ADJUSTMENTS 


Up to March 31, 1921, the total number of adjustment cases dealt with by 
the Adjustment Branch was 1,470. Of this number, 838 were on Dominion lands, 
for which there was no outlay for the acquirement of land. 

_ Four hundred and twenty-six cases are attributed to causes beyond the control of 
the settler, such as, death of settler, illness due to recurring disability, sickness in 
settler’s family, crop failures, difficulty experienced by the settler in bringing the land 
into the state of cultivation desired; etc.; 995 cases are attributed to the settler him- 
self, to his temperament, bad farm management, abandonment for no apparent cause, 
etc.; out of this number, 49 cases are due to dishonesty or fraud on the part of the 
‘settler, such as unlawful disposal of the board’s property, ete. 

As indicated above, it is not to be assumed that all cases of adjustment represent 
eases of failure. After three years of the board’s operations, it is found that the 
number of established settlers who have discontinued or are about to discontinue their 
farming effort is not larger than could have been reasonably expected. Considering 
the fact that loans were approved to 19,771 settlers and that only 1,470 cases, or about 
7 per cent of the total number, have been so far dealt with by the Adjustment Branch, 
the percentage of. adjustment cases may be considered normal. . 

Of the above-mentioned cases of adjustment, 200 have been completely closed out 
and disposed of. On the aggregate of these completed cases, no financial loss has 
occurred. 

In addition to this, 329 have’ repaid their loans in full, 194 of them remaining 
on the farm, the balance reported to have discontinued farming. 


Assurance F'und:—The expectation of a normal ratio of loss was considered by 
the board and by the Government in introducing its legislation. The board took the 
position that the losses should be provided for and covered. Suggestions were made 
for the creation of an “Assurance Fund” by the assessment of a certain amount for 
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that purpose to each loan, or by the charging of a slightly increased price per acre 
of land sold or turned over sufficient to provide a fund which would ensure operation 
without financial loss. 

It was similarly considered whether a stated amount should not be charged to 
each loan for such purposes as office fees, appraisal fees, and legal costs. The Govern- 
ment, in view of the re-establishment features, desires to maintain the principle of 
re-establishment without charging the soldier settler for the administrative cost. 
Therefore, the cost of administration is considered primarily as a re-establishment 
expenditure. It also is desired to maintain the policy of turning over the land to the 
soldier strictly at cost price. Otherwise, profits could have been made for the purpose 
of an assurance fund on the turnover on lands secured at less than market value and 
also. on the turnover of tracts such as Indian reserves, etc. 

The Government, however, acceded to the principle of creating an Assurance 
Fund by transferring to the board for disposal under the sale provisions of the Act 
the Dominion lands which were of the class of “specially valuable” lands; that is, 
lands which because of their exceptional value were not of the ordinary homestead 
class and could not equitably be disposed of except under purchase provisions. 

By the sale of specially valuable lands of this class a fund of $515,863, has been 
Le bearing interest at 5 per cent. In addition, there are assets in other lands 

ot yet disposed of, valued at $324,523. The fund already provided will more than 
cover any possible loss which might occur in connection with the settlers placed on 
land to date when the pending cases of adjustment are turned over to other settlers. 
So that the board is in the position of being able to cover its operations so far as 
deaths, abandonments, failures, dishonest or incompetent appraisals, are concerned, 
with a margin of safety on a business basis. 


COLLECTIONS 


It has been the policy of the board to place clearly before settlers when making 
their applications, that advances are repayable and in no wise gifts or grants. 

The ist of October, 1920, was the first date since the introduction of purchase 
legislation that any considerable amount of money has become due and payable by 
soldier settlers. The payments to December 31 indicate not only that soldier settlers 
under the Act have a general realization of their business obligations, but that they 
‘have evidenced a sincere intention to discharge these obligations. 

On the standard date of payment (October 1 in Western Canada, and. November 
1 in Eastern Canada), 12,361 settlers had payments due, aggregating $2,315,181.05. 

On the 31st of March, 1921, 10,139 settlers, or 82 per cent of the total, had made 
their payments in whole or in part, and $1,953,692.47 had been returned to the public 
treasury. Of the total collected, $1,159,569.57 is applicable to payments actually 
due, while the balance, $794,122.90 consists of overpayments on the part of settlers 
who have availed themselves of the prepayment privileges and reduced their indebted- 
ness to the board. 

Prior to due date of payments, each district superintendent throughout the 
Dominion made a survey of his district to determine accurately the crop and market 
conditions and estimate in advance the likelihood of payments on the part of individual 
settlers. In this way district offices have been in a position to make requisitions for 
payments consistent with crop returns, and where promising settlers because of crop 
failure or other factors beyond their control have been unable to meet their obliga- 
tions, an appraisal of risk has been taken, and where it is evident that the original 
security is being maintained, payments in these cases have been deferred. 

Considering the factors which would appear to militate against successful collec- 
tion returns, and also considering ‘the fact that during the threshing of the 1920 
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crop the grain market collapsed, it is a source of gratification that the percentage of 
collections appears in a very favourable light when compared with the 1920 collection 
statements of loan companies and implement concerns. The fact that soldier settlers 
have evidenced their good faith by repayments this year of $1,953,692.47 and that 
additional payments temporarily deferred will aggregate $1,140,480, thas in a large 
measure placed the stamp of guarantee upon soldier settlement work. 


PRODUCTION 


The question is naturally asked, what does the settlement of 25,000 settlers mean 
in the way of crop production? What does it mean in the breaking up of new land? 
What amount of grain and other crops have been produced to date during the short 
time the Act has been in operation? What does it mean as a contribution to the rail- 
way problem of Canada? 

The board has gone to some pains to collect by reports from its settlers through 
its field supervision staffs, the actual aggregate figures of production. The figures 
are surprising and indicative of the industry and bona fides of the settlers established 
and indicative of the contribution of the settlement of these men to the national 
agricultural prosperity. 


Soldier settlers last year produced :— 


2,691,194 bushels of wheat. 
6,573,833 a “ oats. 
546,554 a “ barley. 
307,910 s “ rye, flax, and mixed grains. 


Totals—10,119,491 bushels of grain produced. 


They produced :— 
19,675 tons of fodder corn. 
375,258 tons of hay and green feed. 


The board has title and retains a lien on the following live stock, which are 
producing or growing into money :— 


Number Value 
ROT SCSE RM SFU OR Bs cc sry Ce. Nae Cee nh Oe ee 38,399 $6,015,018 33 
COS IRAE URSA he Shoat | dee, cr bata en Ga ean 37,743 3,148,233 70 
Wattles, te she bata eters. ee es ee eee Bee een Pe 24,550 969,707 82 
S108 Maer Pn eee ar are ay) aemmynes Ceeee oo Ws 8,718 110,362 73 
SWAN Mes ea ee ees ket. SL es oe Ok peer eae 9,637 163,735 91 
POU LURE Rafe Sie st Base Pete bat cde) Ma Ae OTe a ee et ae SRN QITIS 155,180 62 

307,920 10,562,239 11 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS 


Re-establishment Benefits—The special consideration given to the fact that the 
prospective settlers on land were returned soldiers are:— 
(1) Agricultural training and pay and allowances while in training; 
(2) Long terms of repayment on amortization plan; 
(3) Cheap rate of interest—five per cent; 
(4) No interest on stock and equipment for two years; (this item has amounted 
to a total saving to the returned soldiers of approximately $1,500,000) ; 
(5) Small cash payment of ten per cent on land; 
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(6) No cash payment on purchases of stock, equipment and building materials; 

(7) Free administration, no charge for office administration, land inspection or 
legal fees, ete.; 

(8) Supervision and advice in purchase of land; 

(9) Savings in real estate commissions; 

(10) Supervision and advice in purchasing stock and equipment; 

(11) Supervision and advice in farming operations. 


In addition to the above, by special arrangement reduced prices were given by the 
manufacturers of agricultural implements, with the result that in the purchase of 
their equipment a total saving was effected by the returned soldiers of $810,334.06. 
Price reductions were secured for applicants in the purchase of land at cash figures 
totalling approximately $3,530,113 and similar large savings were made by purchase 
under inspection and appraisal by the field supervisors of the settler’s stock and equip- 
ment. The policy of supervised purchase of land, stock and equipment, has meant not 
only the saving of actual money to the settlers, but has in numerous cases meant the 
difference between success and failure by starting the settler out right. 

If the question is asked: ‘‘ Why have not 50,000 or 100,000 soldiers or more 
ailcd on land instead of 25,0002” the answer, apart from the question of availability 
of large sums of money for the purpose, is that probably two or three times as many 
men would have settled had it not been for the safeguards necessary to secure success- 
ful settlers. If every applicant had settled who desired to do so without adequate 
agricultural experience and without the payment of a personal stake in the land, if a 
policy had been followed of automatically establishing on land every applicant who 
had the necessary military service, a much greater number would have taken up land, 
but the number of failures and financial losses involved would have been abnormal. 
No propaganda has been carried on by the board to induce settlement. The men 
settled are those with the initiative and personal and other factors necessary on 
approved locations to ensure a reasonable prospect of success. 


National Significance of Movement.—Apart from the re-establishment phase of 
land settlement, there is the national significance of the movement which has already 
added more than 25,000 heads of families to the permanent agricultural population 
of the Dominion. This means a total of more than 100,000 men, women, and children 
who are engaged in Canada’s chief industry under the best possible conditions of 
state aid—selected men, selected land, selected foundation stock, cheap money and 
long-term payments. Under the protection of the Soldier Settlement Board and 
guided and assisted by competent supervisors, these 25,000 soldier farmers are enabled 
to carry on a remunerative enterprise but for which a great proportion of them would 
be found in the crowded centres of population, increasing the difficulty of the problems 
of unemployment. 

The 25,000 heads of families represent, as previously stated, a population of 
100,000 souls. What does this mean? By reference to the Canada Year Book we find 
that the census of 1911 gave the whole population of the province of Prince Edward 
Island, rural and urban, as 93,728, while we find that there are fewer than 50,000 
farmers in the whole province of Manitoba. The rural population of the counties of 
Essex, Kent, and Lambton, which in 1911 was 100,709, about equals the number of 
people who have been directly benefited by the soldier land settlement plan. Soldier 
settlers and their families number as many as the rural population of the counties of 
. eastern Ontario, including Prescott, Russell, Glengarry, Stormont, Carleton, Dundas, 
and Grenville. 

A further comparison shows that the area of land taken up by returned soldiers 
under the Act is 4,854,799 acres. This is almost four times the acreage of the province 
of Prince Edward Island; it is equal to the four largest counties of Nova Scotia— 
Cumberland, Guysborough, Halifax, and Queens-Shelburne—or the counties of 
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Brandon, Lisgar, and Portage la Prairie in Manitoba. The area under settlement by 
returned men approximates the acreage of the double tier of Ontario counties on lake 
Erie from lake St. Clair to the Niagara river, including Essex, Kent, Lambton, Elgin, 
Middlesex, Norfolk, Oxford, Haldimand, Brant, Welland, Lincoln, and Wentworth; 
or the whole of that portion of eastern Ontario enclosed by the Ottawa and St. Law- 
rence rivers with the base line of the triangle running from Gananoque to Pembroke. 

The comparisons illustrate the wide effect of the movement which had for its 
twin aims the re-establishment of returned men and the increase of the produc- 
tive area of our agricultural lands. Of the 4,854,799 acres occupied by soldier settlers 
nearly one-half, or 2,105,280 acres, was raw, uncultivated land lying in the Prairie 
Provinces and known as Dominion lands. The number of soldier grants of free land 
which have passed to settlers is 8,772. The average soldier grant and homestead farm 
comprises 240 acres; of this raw land, in 1920, soldier settlers broke to the plough 
194,253 acres, and the expectation is that in 1921 an additional 300,000 acres will have 
been broken, making a total area of nearly 500,000 acres brought under cultivation 
for the first time. Of the going concerns purchased by soldier settlers through the 
board in every province of the Dominion, the aggregate area under cultivation was 
928,636 acres, and such progress has been made by the majority of settlers as to lead 
to the belief that this area has been very largely increased. There was produced in 
1920 by soldier settlers an aggregate of 12 to 15 million bushels of grain, while the 
hay, roots, corn, garden and other field products would augment very considerably 
the total for which soldier settlers are responsible. Live stock purchased by the board 
fo soldier settlers aggregates in value $10,562,239, and, in addition, thousands of 
animals were purchased by settlers without assistance from the board; while the 
natural increase of live stock would add very considerably to the totals. 

The area of soldier lands under crop, namely 928,636 acres, when the land was 
bought, and about 500,000 acres since broken, approximates the total area of land 
‘under crop in Nova Scotia, 919,547 acres, and Prince Edward Island, 536,105 acres. 
These figures are for 1920, when the whole area under crop in Canada was, according 
to the Year Book, 52,830,865 acres. We find also that the value of crops in Canada 
in 1920 was $1,455,244,050, of which Prince Edward Island produced $18,580,400, and 
British Columbia, $27,017,500. It is perhaps not too much to say that the returned 
men operating under the ‘Soldier Settlement Act have produced in the past year field 
and other crops aggregating the figures for either of the provinces named. 

What does this mean to Canada? How have soldier settlers contributed to the 
wealth of the Dominion? Undoubtedly the Soldier Settlement Act has had an appre- 
ciable effect in accelerating the Back-to-the-Land Movement. 

There had been a strong drift cityward in the years preceding the spied 
Thousands of our soldier lads returned from overseas with plans as to the future 
unformed. Many of them possessed small capital, possibly little more than their 
gratuity and post-discharge pay. : 

They would have remained at the demobilization centres or drifted to the big 
towns and cities, adding to the numbers out of work through the closing down of 
war factories, and the inevitable consequences of the readjustment of industry. But 
the Soldier Settlement Act offered an opportunity to many. 

Through it, any physically fit and agriculturally qualified young man who had 
service overseas was entitled to a loan up to a maximum of $7,500, to enable him to 
take up farming. Those who wished to accept the offer but had no agricultural 
experience were given the opportunity of gaining the necessary experience by working 
with successful farmers until they could pass the qualification tests. More than 
43,000 of Canada’s overseas force qualified, and 25,443 have already been assisted 
either with free grants of land in the Prairie Provinces or with loans. The total of 
loans approved is $80,371,750.48, of which $76,928,922.54 actually has been disbursed. 
Of this amount, $4,085,095.96 has been returned to the public treasury in the shape of 
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10 per cent initial payments and nearly $2,000,000 as repayments due, while a further 
sum of $1,400,000 has been received from settlers who have repaid their loans in full. 

Without question, few of the soldier settlers would have been in a position to take 
up land of their own had it not been for Government aid. 

The Canadian Pacific Railway estimates that every producing settler is worth 
$734 to the railways alone every year. If we say that 10,000 of our soldier settlers 
were in a position in 1920 to produce their full share of crops we would have, according 
to the Canadian Pacific Railway estimate, no less than $7,340,000 added to the earnings 
of the railways by reason of the development of this scheme. Therefore, when the 
25,443 settlers are contributing their full quota of agricultural production their 
value to the Canadian railways will be over $18,000,000 a year. And the railways 
are not the only institutions that benefit from increased crop production. The banks, 
our commercial and industrial concerns all feel the throb of increased business. 
Urban centres progress in the same ratio as the farming districts. The prosperity of 
the ‘basic industry of agriculture means like prosperity for the manufacturer, the 
wholesaler, the retailer, the railroads. More production means more traffic for the 
railways and a gradual whittling down of the railway operating deficits which the 
‘people of Canada are required to bear. 
| Such is bound to be the effect of the encouragement which has been given to the 
development of the waste spaces of the Dominion. Soldier land settlement is a 
stimulus to agriculture, to the growth of the Dominion, the full effect of which is 
already being felt but may only be fully appreciated by the next generation. 


Conclusion—The board feels that Parliament, in enacting the land settlement 
legislation for returned soldiers, made provision for a policy of great national 
beneficence, not only to the returned soldier who might succeed under it, but also to 
the national advancement. While doubts at first existed as to how far the returned 
soldier might desire rural settlement, and doubt existed in the minds of some as to 
the business basis of the enactment and the possibility of giving a reasonable element 
of financial security to the operations under it, the board feels that the administration 
of the Act, which has necessarily been a responsibility of an unusual and onerous 
character, has resulted in an important measure of satisfactory settlement on successful 
and safe lines. These results are indicated by the limitations of the provisions 
under supervised settlement to suitable men and suitable lands, by its collecction 
returns actually received in moneys repaid to date, by its adjustment operations 
with respect to settlers who abandon with the protection of an assurance fund to 
cover unavoidable losses, by the crop production returns, and by the value of the 
contribution of an army of soldier settlers to the agricultural life of Canada. 
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CHAPTER II 


HISTORICAL SKETCH 


THE SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ACT 


The Soldier Settlement Act was passed at the session of the Dominion Parlia- 
ment of 1917, and was described as “An Act to Assist Returned Soldiers in settling 
upon the land and to Increase Agricultural Production.” 

This Act provided for the formation of a Board of three commissioners, and for 
the granting of loans to the maximum of $2,500 which might be used to assist the 
settlement of soldiers on free Dominion lands in the western provinces, or on lands 
already owned by the soldiers, or to assist in the purchase of land. The loan was 
for a period of twenty years, repayable on the amortization plan with interest at five 
per cent per annum. ‘The purposes for which the loans might be granted were set 
forth as follows :— 


(a) The acquiring of land for agricultural purposes; 

(b) The payment of encumbrances on land used for agricultural purposes; 
(c) The improvement of agricultural land; 

(d) The erection of farm buildings; 

(e) The purchase of stock, machinery and equipment; and 

(f) Such other purposes as the board may approve. 


The Act further authorized the reservation of any available Dominion lands for 
the purposes of the Act, and provided for the granting of a free entry for 160 acres 
of Dominion lands in addition to the ordinary homestead right of 160 acres, and on 
settlement conditions similar to homestead duties. 

The Act stipulated that returned soldiers receiving loans should be qualified to 
farm, and empowered the making of provisions for the agricultural training of returned 
soldiers and for the supervision of the farming operations of the settlers. The 
beneficiaries of the Act were Canadians who served overseas, and members of the 
Imperial forces who served in a theatre of war. ‘ 


THE SOLDIER SETTLEMENT BOARD 


The Soldier Settlement Board of Canada was established pursuant to the Act, 
by Order in Council of January 30, 1918, while the war was still in progress. Mr. 
Samuel Maber, of Ottawa, who for many years had served in many administrative 
capacities in the Department of the Interior in connection with the administration 
of Dominion lands, was-.appointed to act as chairman, pending the permanent form- 
ation of the board. The other commissioners were Major E. J. Ashton, D.S.O., a 
veteran of the Great War and also of the South African campaign, and for a time 
Officer Commanding “H” Unit of the Military Hospitals Commission, at Regina, 
Sask., and Mr. Charles F. Roland, Diector of the Winnipeg Industrial Bureau. 

Thus constituted, the board immediately concentrated on organization and 
the granting of loans to returned soldiers. At this time many hundreds of men 
who had homesteads or farms before enlistment had been invalided home and were 
pressing for loans in time to re-establish themselves in farming operations for spring 
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seeding. As the Dominion Lands agencies existed in the western provinces, to secure 
immediate action, an arrangement was made, whereby applications were at once 
received by the Dominion Lands agents, inspections and valuation made by the 
Homestead Inspection Service, and loans granted to the waiting applicants in time 
for spring operations and summer work. The Dominion Land Service gave prece- 
dence to this work and transacted the required business with commendable zeal and 
earnestness. 

The Act having authorized the reservation of any Dominion lands for the purpose 
of soldier settlement, all Dominion lands remaining undisposed of within fifteen 
miles of railways were reserved, in order that returned soldiers should have the 
full benefit of any remaining good lands there might be of this class. This reser- 
vation was confirmed by Order in Council of the 3rd of April, 1918. 

On the 5th of April, 1918, the Loan Regulations of the Soldier Settlement 
Board were approved by Council, providing for the manner and conditions under 
which loans might be obtained. 

On the 14th of May, 1918, the Land Régulations of the Soldier Settlement 

Board were approved by Council, providing for the securing of soldier grant entries 
on Dominion Lands, and for the conditions of residence and improvements. 
}; It was decided early to deal with the loans locally without formality of refer- 
ence in each individual case to the headquarters of the board at Ottawa. The basis 
of an organization was promptly laid down by the appointment of provincial or 
district superintendents, who dealt with loans under the regulations of the board 
with the aid of local advisory loan committees composed of men of high standing, 
leating loan managers and others experienced in the administration of loan opera- 
tions, whose duty it was to advise as to the quality and value of land on which loans 
were applied for. Appraisers and inspectors and other necessary staff were appointed 
in connection with each district office. 


First District Office—The first district office of the board was opened at Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, on the 10th of March, 1918, with Mr. D. H. Cooper, Manager of the 
National Trust Company, Mr. W. H. Cross, and others, as an Advisory Loan Com- 
mittee. The office at Regina, Sask., was opened shortly afterwards, in March, 1918, 
with Dr. Mahan of the Provincial Securities Company, Mr. W. G. Styles, Mr. A. 
Givens, and others, as the Advisory Committee. The office at Edmonton, Alta., was 
opened in April, 1918, with Mr. W. T. Creighton, Manager of the Canada Permanent 
Loan Company, as Chairman of the Advisory Committee. The Ontario office was 
opened at Toronto in June, 1918, with Mr. H. C. Schofield as Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee. The British Columbia office was opened at Victoria, in July, 
1918. Temporary arrangements were made in the Maritime Provinces pending 
opening of offices. Additional offices were at a later date opened in Saskatchewan 
at Saskatoon and Prince Albert; in British Columbia at Vancouver and Vernon, 
and in Ontario at Fort William, and in the Maritime Provinces at St. John, N.B., 
Halifax, N.S., and Charlottetown, P.E.I. By the fall of 1918 the loans had reached 
over the million mark. 

In May, 1918, the railway companies granted to settlers under the board and their 
families the privilege of transportation at the cheap rate of one cent per mile to work 
for a farmer, or to train at a training centre, to look for land, to return home and take 
their families or dependents to the farm. 

Since the Act of 1917 contemplated primarily the settlement of returned soldiers 
on free Dominion lands, and since the supply of suitable Dominion land appeared 
to be limited, the board turned its attention immediately to definitely determining 
to what extent the free lands would provide land necessary for a settlement scheme 
of the magnitude involved. It carried its enquiries into each land district and made 
special reconnaissance through survey parties under the Topographical Survey Branch 
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of the Department of the Interior into the areas still remaining adjacent to trans- 
portation. The board after due enquiry determined that the remaining Dominion 
lands did not afford the necessary scope for a land settlement policy for returned 
soldiers. It so reported to the Government and recommended that in addition to the 
provisions of the 1917 Act, more extensive powers in respect to the purchase of land 
were necessary to an adequate settlement. policy. 


Board’s Powers Widened.—Land Settlement had awakened an enthusiastic interest 
among the many men while still overseas, and the passage of the first Soldier Settle- 
ment Act in 1917 during the war lead many to anticipate land settlement on their 
return. The remaining free Dominion lands, however, were found to be too limited in 
extent to admit of a comprehensive settlement plan under loaning provisions. Large 
areas of vacant lands privately owned were available for purchase. The Federal Gov- 
ernment, therefore, decided that the lands held by private owners should be made 
accessible to returned soldiers under a purchase policy. 


Conference of Provincial Premiers—Any scheme of land settlement by purchase 
of privately owned lands appeared to be a matter primarily of provincial jurisdiction 
and responsibility. The provinces, however, took the position that the settlement 
of returned soldiers on land was a matter of federal responsibility. The subject was 
made a matter of consideration at a Conference of Provincial Premiers which 
assembled at Ottawa'in November, 1918, with the final decision that the obligation was 
federally assumed. 

In November, 1918, Mr. Charles IF. Roland, one of the commissioners of the 
board, resigned, and on the 80th of November, 1918, Mr. William J. Black, B.S.A.. 
Commissioner of Agriculture in the Federal Department of Agriculture, and formerly 
president of the Manitoba Agricultural College, was appointed as commissioner and 
chairman of the board. 

On the 11th of February, 1919, an Order in Council giving full purchase power: 
was passed under the War Measures Act, pending the introduction of proposed legis 
lation at the ensuing session of Parliament. Under that order the board was empow- 
ered to purchase and resell land to returned soldiers up to $5,000, the settler paying 
ten per cent of the purchase price, in addition to which the settler might be advanced 
up to $2,000 for live stock and equipment, and up to $1,000 for permanent improve- 
ments. The maximum amount which might be advanced to any settler was $8,000. 

Concurrently with the proposal to enlarge the scope of the Act by the addition 
of purchase powers, the board added to its organization committees of prominent 
agriculturists and practical farmers to deal specially with the agricultural qualifica- 
tions of applicants, regulations to this end being approved by Order in Council of 
the 17th of January, 1919. Qualification committees of this character were appointed 
at each district office. An Agricultural Branch was also formed and a staff of field 
supervisors appointed to assist in the supervision of the purchase by settlers of their 
live stock and equipment and in carrying on their farming operations. A branch 
was also formed to instruct and advise the wives and female dependents of settlers 
in home economics. 

At the session of Parliament of 1919, the Soldier Settlement Act, 1919, was 
passed and became effective on the 7th of July, 1919. 

An outline of the main provisions of this legislation is given in another chapter 
of this report. 


Pay and Allowances.—Regulations for the granting of pay and allowances to 
prospective settlers in training or their female dependents in training were passed by 
Order in Council of the 22nd of April, 1919 (amended by Orders in Council of 
December 3, 1919, and March 1, 1920). 
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Provision for Imperial Ex-Soldiers—By Order in Council of the 30th of Decem- 
ber, 1919, regulations for the settlement of Imperial ex-soldiers eligible under the 
Act were approved. An office had some time previously been opened in London, 
England, with Lieut.-Col. K. C. Bedson in charge, to advise returning Canadians 
and prospective Imperial settlers of the privileges and limitations of the Soldier 
Settlement legislation. Under the regulations mentiond, a Selection Committee, 
composed of Mr. W. E. Scott, of Victoria, B.C., and Mr. Russell Wilson, of Saskatoon, 
Sask., were sent to England to receive applications from intending soldier settlers 
under the Act, and grant provisional certificates. Primarily, the purpose of the 
committee and of the office in London was to prevent misunderstanding of the Cana- 
dian legislation by properly informing all enquiring applicants as to the conditions 
and benefits thereof. 

Some hundreds of applicants were examined and selected. The British Govern- 
ment provided free transportation for these families. The overseas office was discon- 
tinued in 1920, as the Canadian representatives in England are in a position to 
inform applicants, and the Imperial settlers are dealt with on application to the 
district offices in Canada in the same manner as Canadian applicants, with certain 
special exceptions, such as the requirement to pay 20 per cent of the purchase price 
pe land and stock and equipment, ete. 


Amendments to Act.—At the session of Parliament of 1920, some amendments 
to the Soldier Settlement Act were passed (May 11, 1920), which provided in the 
case of settlers purchasing entirely unimproved lands that no payment be required 
on stock and equipment until after two years had elapsed, and interest exemption for 
two years; also that no payment be required on land or permanent improvements 
for the first year, and only a small payment of interest the second year. In the case 
of the purchase of improved lands, no free interest is granted on stock and equip- 
ment, and the payment on land becomes due on the standard date after’ the end of 
the first year. The purpose of this amendment was to encourage and facilitate the 
settlement of the unimproved lands by giving favourable treatment in the matter of 
payments to tide the settler over the unproductive period on the raw land. 

By Order in Council of the 15th of June, 1920, the regulations of the board 
were confirmed, adopting standard date of repayment in the fall, and regulations in 
connection with the repayment of loans. 

In September, 1920, Mr. W. J. Black resigned in order to take up other important 
work, and Major John Barnett, of Calgary, was appointed commissioner and chair- 
man. Major Barnett was the first superintendent of the board at Calgary, and later 
was appointed general counsel for the western provinces. He went overseas with 
the 187th Battalion. Previous thereto he followed the practice of law in Alberta. 

On the 15th of March, 1921, revised Loan Regulations of the board ‘were approved 
by the Governor in Council. 


STAFF 


The board desires to express its unqualified appreciation of the efforts of the 
directors and staff in carrying out this stupendous settlement project. Immense sums 
of money have been handled in the purchase of land, live stock and equipment, and 
there have been no serious remissions of duty, but, on the other hand, most scrupulous 
care has been exercised by the staff in order to protect the interests of the soldier 
settler and to assist him to obtain good value and security against loss. 

Many of the principal members of the staff throughout the country suffered losses 
and disabilities in the war. One, who is a superintendent of a district, lost a leg 
while serving as a private in an overseas battalion. Another efficient officer suffered 
the loss of both legs. He began as a clerk and by industry and application worked 
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his way up to a prominent position in one of the branch offices. Another super- 
intendent, who was a practical farmer prior to the war, served as a private and lost 
an arm. The excellent service performed by these men is a splendid tribute to the 
character and worth of the returned soldiers. 


ADVISORY COMMITTEES 


The Soldier Settlement Board desires to place on record its appreciation of the 
splendid co-operation of the Advisory Committees appointed during the earlier stages 
of the development of the work. The work in Canada was entirely new. ‘There 
were no existing departments of a similar character. The nearest approach to the 
responsibility involved were the operations of the large loan and trust companies. 
Clerks, inspectors, supervisors—all had to be trained. The procedure and regula- 
tions had to be evolved. At the same time, thousands of applicants were pressing 
for immediate attention. 

The advice, therefore, to soldier settlers, in acquiring land or farms worth the 
money and in suitable districts, which was given by the Advisory Loan ‘Boards com- 
prising men of high business standing and experienced executive ability and intimate 
local knowledge of land values, was of outstanding value. Similarly, the opportunity 
to settlers to first interview a committee of practical and successful agriculturists 
before finally determining to take up farming, was of equal importance. These 
advisory committees entered earnestly into the consideration of the difficulties con- 
fronting the board in solving the problem of the successful settlement on land of 
the returned soldier. They gave their time first in a honorary capacity, because of 
the patriotic purpose involved, and then as the work became more onerous on a per 
diem basis. As the Loan Branch and the Agricultural Branch of the District Office 
became experienced and efficient, the necessity for the advisory assistance grew less, 
with the result that at the present time the greater part of this responsibility is 
earried by the regular officials of the board. 


Loan Committees—The following gentlemen served at various times on the 
Advisory Loan Committees :— 


Charlottetown, P.E.I. 
John O. Hyndman, Insurance and Financial Agent; 
Frank R. Heartz, Director Eastern Trust Co.; 
William Cain, Farmer; 
The late John Hinton, Insurance and Financial Broker. 


Halifax, N.S. 
J. A. Clarke, Manager Eastern Canada Loan and Savings Company; 
S. M. Brookfield, Contractor; 
R. W. Elliot, Manager Nova Scotia Trust. 


- St. John, N.B. ; 

E. A. Schofield, Mayor of St. John and Manager Schofield Paper Company; 
Capt. J. H. A. L. Fairweather, Barrister and Solicitor; 

H. N. M. Stanbury, Manager Canada Permanent Mortgage Corporation. 


Montreal, Que. : 
M. Chevalier, General Manager Orédit Foncier Franco-Canadien Loan Company; 
E. J. Cockburn, Assistant General Manager Bank of Montreal; 
Lt.-Col. A. McKenzie Forbes, President Montreal G.W.V.A.; 
R. C. Young, Manager Trust and Loan Co. of Canada; 
Lt.-Col. L. R. LaFléche, D.S.O., President French Section G.W.V.A. 
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Toronto, Ont. | 
H. ©. Scholfield, Vice-President Page Hersey Company; 
F. Dane, Ontario Commissioner of Settlers’ Loans; 
D. Ponton, Real Estate Broker; 
J. B. O’Brien, Barrister and Sclicitor; 
R. S. Hudson, General Manager Canada Permanent Mortgage ‘Corporation. 


Winnipeg, Man. 
W. H. Cross, Director Great West Life Insurance Co.; 
F. T. Griffin, Commissioner, Northwest Land Co.; 
Lt.-Col. Wm. Grassie, D.S.O., President Wm. Grassie Limited, Financial Agents; 
David H. Cooper, Manager National Trust Company. 


Regina, Sask. : 

A. V. Sydney, Returned Soldier Representative; 

J. W. Mahan, Sterling Trust; 

J. Rodgers, Manager Trust and Loan Corporation ; 

W. G. Styles, District Manager National Trust Co.; 

H. W. Givins, Manager Huron and Erie Mortgage Corporation; 
} Ald. W. E. Mason, Former Manager Canada Permanent Mortgage Corpora- 

tion; 

R. S. Patten, Manager British (Crown Insurance Company. 
Prince Albert, Sask. 

R. H. Hall, Commissioner Hudson Bay Company; 

A. EF. Fox, Manager Bank of Commerce. 


The late G. S. Reid, Retired Farmer and Secretary Prince Albert Municipality ; 
J. S. Fowlie, President Prince Albert Board of Trade; 
A. McD. Thompson, President Agricultural Society. 


i 


Saskatoon, Sask. 


J. D. Gunn, Manager National Trust Company; 

J. W. Maguire, Loan Manager Canada Life Assurance Co.; 

P. S. Stephens, Inspector London Canada Loan & Agency Company ; 
W. G. Gerow, Land Agent, O.P.R.; 

G. H. Cooper, Monarch Life Assurance Company. 


Calgary, Alta. 
E. D. Adams, Managing Director Lott & Company; 
E. Melvin, Manager, Oldfield, Kirby & Gardiner; 
R. McTavish, Returned Soldier; 
H. A. Howard, Manager Trusts & Guarantees Company; 
W. D. MacKay, Loan Manager Manufacturers’ Life; 
W. A. Thompson, C.P.R.; 
E. B. Nowers, Newton & Nowers, Financial Agents; 
H. S. Jones, Loan Manager Manufacturers’ Life. 


Edmonton, Alta. 


W. T. Creighton, Manager Canada Permanent Mort. Corp.; 

C. W. G. Browning, Manager Can. Mutual Life Assurance Co. Loan Department; 
H. E. W. Phair, Manager Canadian: Life Assurance Co., Investment Dept.; 

T. Dace, Real Estate and Insurance Broker; 

A. C. Rutherford, Ex-Premier of Alberta; 

E. C. Pardee, Real Estate and Trans-Atlantic Mortgage Co; 

F. C. Young, Representative G.W.V.A. 
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Vancouver, B.C. 
G. L. Smellie, Manager Canada: Permanent Mortgage Corporation ; 
R. K. Houlgate, Financial Agent; 
The late A. ©. Stirrett, late Manager Crédit-Foncier Franco-Canadien ; 
©. E. Robson, Assistant Manager Vancouver Financial Corporation; 
G. L. Schetky, Manager North American Loan Company ; 
CO. E. Hope, Real Estate Agent; 
H. M. Forbes, Manager Toronto General Trust Corporation; 
G. I. Legate, Inspector Canada Permanent Mortgage Corporation; 
J. P. Nicholis, Insurance and Real Estate; 
A. E. Plummer, Manager Prudential Trust Company. 


Victoria, B.C. 
G. H. Dawson, formerly Surveyor General of British Columbia; 
©. A. Holland, Managing Director of British Columbia Land and Investment 
Company; . 
F. EK. Winslow, Manager Royal Trust Company; 
I. B. Pemberton, Financial Agent. 


Agricultural Qualification Committees—The following gentlemen served at 
various times on the Agricultural Qualification Committees in connéction with the 
qualification of applicants :— 


Charlottetown, P.EI. whe a s 
A. E. Dewer, Farmer; } ; 
iE. B. McLaren, Retired Farmer; 
C. McLellan, Farmer. ~ 


Halifax, N.S. 
Prof. J. M. Trueman, Professor of Animal Husbandry Nova Scotia. race 
College; 
Capt. Hugh A. Dickson, Director Maritime Farmers’ Association ; 
Capt. Glen Keeler, Farmer of Dartmouth; 
Prof. W. 8. Blair, Superintendent Dominion Experimental Farm, Kentville. 


St. John, NEB 


T. W. Caldwell, M.P., Farmer; “ — ’ a 
Major G. S. Kinnear; 
J. W. Mitchell, Agriculturist. 


Sherbrooke, P.Q. 


J. A. McClary, Superintendent, ener ental (ie Lennoxyille;, 
Major W. R. Stevens, Retired: Farmer. 


Montreal, P.Q. 


L. J. Tarte, President Dominion Ayrshire Breeders’ ol ae 
Major R. R. Ness, frie Stock Breeder and Farmer. =* °* 


T ag Oviansel 
. G. OC. Creelman, Former President Ontario Agricultural ferepten 
i G. Cornell, Director Toronto City Dairy; Feast 
W. Bert Roadhouse, Deputy Minister’ of. Agriculture; 
OC. F. Bailey, B.S.A., Royal Agricultural Winter Fair. 
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Winnipeg, Man. 
Prof. Chas. H. Lee, Manitoba Agricultural College; 
Peter Wright, Farmer, Myrtle, Manitoba; 
S. R. Henderson, Farmer, Reeve of East Kildonan; 
S. J. Holland, Farmer, Winnipeg; |. 
A. D. ‘Campbell, B.S.A., Manager North West Adjustment and Inspection 
Company. 


Regina, Sask. 
A. E. Wilson, Seed Commissioner; Government of Saskatchewan; 
F. H. Auld, B.S.A., Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Sask.; 
James Robinson, Farmer, Managing Director, Sask. Co-Operative Elevator 
Company ; 
FE. J. Hingley, Secretary Municipal Hail Insurance Company. 
T. R. Brown, Retired Farmer; 
J. A. Mooney, Mooney Seed Company. 


Saskatoon, Sask. 
» Dean W. J. Rutherford, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Saskatchewan ; 
Russell Wilson, Farmer; 

W. L.-. Kirkpatrick, Farmer; 

J. L. McLean, B.S.A., Superintendent Forestry Depot; 

Prof. John Bracken, President Manitoba Agricultural College. 


Calgary, Alta. 
E. L. Richardson, Managing Director, Cree Exhibition ; c 
G. H. Hutton, B.S.A., Chief Agricultural Department, Natural Resources, C.P.R:. 
R. C. Thomas; 
EK. H. Crandall; 
Major A. G. Wolley-Dod. 


Edmonton, Alta. 
H. A. Craig, B.S.A., Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Alta.; 
E. A. Howes, B.S.A., Dean College of Agriculture, Alberta; 
J. G. Clark, Farmer; 
S. Ottewell, Farmer; 
S. G. Clarlyle, B.S.A., Live Stock Commissioner ; 
Dr. H. L. Collins, Physician and Surgeon. 


Vancouver, B.C. 
R. G. L. Clarke, Dominion Fruit Inspector; 
F. M. Clement, B.S.A., Dean College of Agriculture, B.C.; 
R. M. Palmer, Ex-Deputy Minister of Agriculture, B.C.; 
J. W. Berry, President Fraser Valley Milk Producers’ Association ; 
P. H. Moore, B.S.A., Manager Colonsay Farm; 
A. J. MacDonnell, Farmer, Revelstoke. 


Victoria, B.C. 
W. E. Scott, Former Deputy Minister of Agriculture, B.C.; 
R. F. Taylor, Manager Colonial Trust Company; 
W. OC. Ricardo, Retired Farmer, late Manager Coldstream Ranch, Vernon; 
.M. Dean, Breeder of pure-bred Jerseys and Wyandottes. 
The followine gentlemen acted on Joint Agricultural Qualification rad Loan 
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Committees :— 


Quebec, P.Q. 
Nap. G. Kirouac; 
Hon. N. Garneau; 
Dr. G. A. Langelier, Superintendent Dominion Experimental Farm, Cap Rouge; 


John Jack, Farmer. 


Ottawa, Ontario. 
F. A. Heney, Financier; 
Dr. J. H. Grisdale, Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Dominion; 
Bower Henry, Farmer. 


FINE SPIRIT OF SETTLERS 


“The board desires in particular to acknowledge the splendid spirit and the 
enthusiasm of the great majority of the returned men who have been established on 
the land. That they have come through so well in the first two years of the life of 
this scheme is a promise of greater results in the future. Though there have been 
disappointments due to causes which could not be controlled and to the imperfections 
of human nature, on the whole soldier settlers have succeeded beyond expectations. 
The success of soldier settlement is not due to legislation alone, which supplies the 
means, nor to the board’s staff, which is the instrument by which the legislation is 
carried into effect, but to the soldier settlers themselves—the men who plough the 
fields, clear the wild lands and produce the crops, and to their industry and persistence. 
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CHAPTER IIT 


PROCEDURE 


QUALIFICATION OF APPLICANTS 


Before a returned soldier is deemed to be eligible to make application for 
financial assistance to farm under the Soldier Settlement Act, he is required to 
satisfy the board as to his military service and his ability to succeed, under average 
conditions, in the line of farming which he proposes to undertake. 

All applicants are first required to appear at the nearest Soldier Settlement 
Board office, where they are interviewed and their eligibility appraised on the basis 
of military qualifications, physical fitness, general fitness and agricultural experience. 
Ebch applicant is required to give the names of three references in his home com- 
munity. This completes the interview, the preliminary findings of the District 
Qualification Committee are recorded and the applicant’s reference communicated 
with. At the same time an enquiry is sent concerning the applicant to a known 
fourth party in the district of these references, who is usually reeve of the munici- 
pality, mayor of the town, bank manager, or other responsible party. In addition, 
the local office of the Canadian Patriotic Fund is requested to submit any information 
they may have concerning the applicant. By these means, full and complete informa- 
tion is secured before any final conclusion is arrived at. 

After the necessary interview and mail enquiry, final disposition of applicants 
may be made in any one of the following ways :— 

(a) They may be qualified Grade “A,” “B,” “CO” or “D.” 

(b) They may be disqualified. 

(c) They may be recommended to secure further farming experience. 

Qualified applicants are at liberty to submit at once their application for loan, 
stating purposes for which advances are to be used, and giving amounts necessary 
in each case. 

Disqualified applicants are debarred from ‘further consideration, unless the 
reason underlying disqualification is removed. Under such circumstances, the appli- 
cant may again be considered. 


AGRICULTURAL TRAINING 


Applicants recommended for further farming experience are advised to secure 
employment with a good farmer, and are provided with a form with which to notify 
the district office as soon as they become located. This is in order that the progress 
of such applicants may be followed by a field supervisor. Applicants who may be 
unable to locate a suitable farmer with whom to engage, are assisted to do so by the 
local clerk in charge of training, through the field supervisors. 

It has been found preferable, however, that applicants should themselves locate 
a farmer with whom they elect to acquire the necessary experience. All farmers 
selected by applicants in this connection are subject to the approval of the board. 

While in training, applicants are visited from time to time by their local field 
supervisor, who reports their progress. When it is considered that an applicant has 
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gained the necessary experience to enable him to manage a farm himself with a 
reasonable prospect of success, he is granted a qualification certificate. If the appli- 
cant at any stage in the course of his training with a farmer demonstrate his insin- 


cerity or inadaptability, the is disqualified. 


INSTITUTIONAL TRAINING 


To approved applicants having the minimum practical experience, institutional 
courses of three months’ duration are provided. These courses are usually put on 
under the auspices of the Provincial Agricultural Colleges or Schools of Agriculture. 


TRAINING ALLOWANCES 


To applicants undergoing institutional training, board and tuition have been 
provided free, and in addition the following allowances: Married men—thirty-five 
dollars ($35) per month, with six dollars ($6) per month for the first child and five 
dollars ($5) for each additional child, up to the maximum of sixty dollars ($60) per 
month. Single men—ten dollars ($10) per month. 

Married candidates acquiring practical experience with a farmer have been 
granted allowances at the rate of twenty dollars ($20) per month, with six dollars 
($6) per month for the first child and five dollars ($5) per month for each additional 
child up to a maximum of forty-five dollars ($45) per month. These allowances were 
supplementary to regular wages paid by farmers, and were in force for a period of 
twelve months’ training. 

Training allowances were discontinued on March thirty-first of this year. 


APPLICATION FOR LOAN 


Upon receipt of application for loan the district office immediately orders an 
appraisal of the land in question by a competent land appraiser and further secures 
a report from the field supervisor on the applicant and on the property. This report 
is then placed before the Loan Committee. ’ 

In this application the settler is required to state in detail the purposes for which 
he desires the loan; exactly what branches of farming he intends to follow with respect 
to the land applied for; to state what other stock, equipment, assets or land he already 
owns; to state how he purposes producing from the land in question the amount neces- 
sary to meet the yearly amortization payments necessary in the case. He is alsc 
required to show that he has the necessary 10 per cent in the case of purchase of land. 
and that he has sufficient means to provide for himself, family and stock, until the 
farm becomes producing. 


LAND INSPECTION 


Before dealing with applications for loans, an inspection and appraisal of the 
land is made and the following information secured :— 


(a) General report on the district in which the land is situated; whether pros- 
perous or not; facilities for marketing grain and farm produce; particulars 
as to roads, schools, ete. 

(b) A detailed report on the land under consideration, with special reference to 
nature of soil, productiveness, stages of cultivation, possibilities of further 
development; water supply, buildings and fences, value of land from point 
of agricultural productiveness; 
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(c) Suitability of the land in question for soldier settlement purposes, or in other 
words, can a settler of average ability and resourcefulness under average crop 
and market conditions make a living on the land and repay his loan? 


In addition to the inspection of the land by an expert appraiser the district office 
instructs the field supervisor of the district in which the land ‘is located to furnish 
such information as may be in his possession, with regard to either the applicant or 
the land. Field supervisors are usually in a position to supply pertinent information 
regarding both the applicant and the land and thereby materially assist the District 
Loan Committee in arriving at a proper decision as to the proposed loan. 

If the Loan Committee is in doubt on any point in connection with the land or 
the applicant, it calls for a check inspection by a different appraiser. The committee 
works on practically the same lines as an appraiser, except that in most cases it is 
viewing the proposition through the reports and statistics and the appraiser is viewing 
it on the ground. 

Thus the Loan Committee, the land appraisers and the field supervisors are 
employed for the purpose of safeguarding the interests of intending soldier settlers 
and the Soldier Settlement Board. 

Under the Soldier Settlement Act no commission or any consideration of any 
kind may pass between real estate agents in connection with sales to the board for 
re-sale to intending settlers. To further safeguard the board and settlers in this 
connection the board will not purchase lands that have changed hands subsequently to 
October 1, 1919, and in addition in all-cases of purchase an affidavit is required from 
the vendor setting out the date on which he acquired the land, the price paid, and that 
he is not paying a commission on the sale he proposes to negotiate with the board. 


LOAN COMMITTEE 


The District Office Loan Committee consists of the superintendent, district 
director of land and loans, and one or more advisory members. These advisory 
members are usually prominent and experienced loan and mortgage officials. 

The Loan Committee carefully considers the application and the report thereon in 
order to determine,— 


(a) If the land applied for is suitable for soldier settlement : 
(b) If the applicant is likely to make a success on the land he has applied for. 


If the land is not suitable or is unsatisfactory, the application is declined or 
deferred for further investigation. If it is satisfactory the amount of loan to be 
approved is then determined. 

In the case of purchase propositions the Loan Committee determines the pro- 
perty’s fair cash value for soldier settlement purposes. The value so determined is 
often less than the purchase price asked by the vendor. In such cases the vendor is 
communicated with and is required to reduce his price to the value determined by the 
Loan Committee. It has been necessary for the District Loan Committee to adopt 
every precaution to prevent returned soldiers-from purchasing farm lands at prices 
in excess of their real value for agricultural purposes. 

In addition to the amount allocated for land purchase, the Loan Committee gives 
every consideration to the applicant’s requirements for stock and equipment, building 
material, etc., and approves of initial advances for these purposes sufficient to 
establish him adequately on the land in question. 

After the Advisory Committee has given its decision, the applicant is notified in 
writing, as is also the vendor of the land if same is a purchase proposition. 
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Definite written instructions are then issued to the board’s solicitor to complete 
the purchase of the land in accordance with the decision given by the Advisory 
Committee, or, if it is a case of Dominion land (homestead or soldier grant) or 
privately owned land, the solicitors prepare the necessary agreements, etc. The board 
has its own Legal Department. 

In the case of settlers on “owned” lands or on Dominion lands, the Loan Com- 
mittee gives equal consideration to the suitability of the land for soldier settlement 
and the qualification of the applicant. If satisfied on these two points advances are 
approved for stock, equipment, building material, etc., to meet the applicant’s needs. 


ADDITIONAL LOANS 


When a settler has exhausted his initial loan for stock and equipment and 
permanent improvements, provided he has not received the maximum amount provided 
by the Act, he may make application for an additional loan through his field super- 
visor, who forwards such application to the district office accompanied by his recom- 
mendation. In dealing with applications for additional loans the Loan Committee 
takes into consideration,— 


(a) The settler’s immediate and necessary requirements ; 

(b) What progress has been effected by the money already disbursed; 

(c) Appreciation or depreciation of the board’s security since the settler has 
been established. 


In no ease is an additional loan granted unless it is considered essential to the 
settler’s ultimate success. 


EXPENDITURE OF LOAN 

The board buys for cash only. Every dollar of the loan is expended under the 
‘board’s supervision. After the land has been inspected and appraised by the 
Appraisal Department and the loan approved by the Loan Committee, and the title, 
mortgage, charge, or other documents secured by the Legal Branch, the loan is the: 
passed by the solicitor for disbursement. In the meantime, during examination 
of title, if there appears no doubt that title or mortgage will be forthcoming in due 
course, requirement forms are issued to the settler in order that he may in the interim 
get ready to make his purchases of stock and equipment as soon as the legal matters 
of title and documents are closed. 


PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT 


The board will not purchase horses over eight years of age, and they must be 
sound in wind and limb and be good, serviceable farm workers. No traction or power 
machinery may be bought for settlers,.as it is felt that settlers with the limited 
assistance the board can give them cannot afford such high priced machinery. It is 
the purpose to equip its settlers with sufficient stock and machinery of the kind most 
suited to the land and the class of farming undertaken. 

Actual inspection is made of all stock and equipment purchased to ensure that 
only necessary and suitable stock or equipment is purchased and that the prices paid 
are reasonable. The field supervisor personally inspects all stock and equipment 
purchased by the settler and must submit his report and recommendation to the 
district office before any purchase will be considered. 
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In some cases, the supervisor assists the settler in locating suitable stock, but it 
has been found to be more satisfactory to have the settler locate and select his own 
stock for the field supervisor’s approval, and even where assistance is given by the 
field supervisor in locating it, the settler must in every case personally inspect the 
stock and certify that it is satisfactory to him before it is recommended by the field 
supervisor. 

Equipment is purchased through local dealers on the settler’s application and the 
field supervisor’s recommendation. Nearly all firms handling the principal lines of 
equipment required by settlers allow-material discounts to soldier settlers, and all 
settlers are advised to patronize these companies unless they can purchase to better 
advantage elsewhere. 

Further supervision of the purchase of stock and equipment is exercised in the 
district office. All reports and recommendations submitted by the field supervisors 
are reviewed by the stock and equipment supervisor, in order to check the work of 
the field supervisors and ensure the purchase of only suitable and necessary chattels. 
Purchasing orders are then issued and forwarded to the settler authorizing the 
purchase. 

This method of supervision occasionally causes the settler a short delay in secur- 
ing his chattels, but the class of live stock that has been purchased for soldier settlers 
‘a of such quality and the prices paid so reasonable, that the advantage gained by the 
settlers on the whole is more than sufficient justification of the slight delay in some 
individual cases, and well repays the cost of supervision. The general suitability of 
equipment purchased is also sufficient justification of this system of supervision. 


AGRICULTURAL SUPERVISION 


After settlement, the farming operations and success of the settler become the 
care of the field supervisor for the district in which the settler has located. Field 
supervisors are employed by the board for the following purposes: 


(a) To assist and ensure settlers securing suitable stock and equipment for the 
operation of their farms; 

(b) To advise settlers regarding proper farming methods or to assist them in any 
way possible in the successful management of their farms; 

(c) To supervise the board’s investment and to report regarding settlers’ progress 
to district offices; 

(d) To visit applicants in training and see that they are getting suitable experi- 
ence and to report to the district office regarding their progress; and 

(e) To act as the board’s field representatives and on instruction to take any 
action necessary to protect the board’s security. 


All field supervisors are men with practical farming experience and thoroughly 
qualified to inspect stock and equipment for purchase by settlers, or to advise settlers — 
regarding proper farming methods. Many of them have agricultural college training 
in addition to practical farming experience. 

There are, of course, a few settlers who would not consider accepting advice from 
any one. In such cases, the field supervisor can only assist them in purchasing their 
stock and equipment; and then, although he may visit them frequently to see if they 
are properly attending to the board’s security, he cannot prevent them from carrying 
out their farming operations as they wish. This i is the type of settler that is figuring 
largely amongst our adjustment cases. 

Fortunately the majority of settlers are very agreeable to supervision and are glad 
to discuss their farming operations with the field supervisor, and welcome any advice 
or suggestions he may give. Some of these settlers are equally as experienced and 
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capable as the field supervisor and do not require much assistance. Such men are, of 
course, left very much alone with the exception of the necessary visits of the field 
supervisor to inspect stock or submit other required reports. Other settlers with 
less experience are given any information or assistance possible regarding the manage- 
ment of their farms, care of stock, operation of machinery, keeping of farm accounts, 
or in attending to their farm business, etc. 

A great many settlers with only limited experience have no doubt been placed on 
a fair way to success by the assistance given by the field supervisor. 

Reports are submitted to the district office by the supervisor after every visit 
to a settler reporting the condition of the farm and the progress being made by the 
settler. In addition to the regular routine reports, special reports are submitted from 
time to time as requested by the district office. 

Tf a settler abandons his farm, or becomes otherwise liable for Adana cue the 
supervisor makes the necessary arrangements for the care of his stock and for the 
protection of the board’s security until disposal of same can be arranged by the 
Adjustment Department. 


HOME ECONOMICS 


Every sound land settlement policy must take into account the home as an important 
factor in the financial success of the undertaking. 

This has been taken into account by. the board in the regulations governing the 
approval of loans. It is recognized that his wife’s attitude towards the undertaking 
may be either a great help or a serious handicap to a settler. If she is cheerful, 
interested, capable, no adequate estimate can be made of her value to the undertaking. 
Tf, on the contrary, she is discontented, not interested in farm life, or unthrifty and 
indolent, it is impossible to estimate the financial injury which she may do. It is 
futile to loan money to a man for the purchase of land, stock and equipment if the 
mental attitude of his wife and her physical condition are such as to discourage and 
render him incapable of repaying that loan. 

This branch is, however, especially exposed to the danger of being diverted from 
the path of general usefulness by incidental issues and conditions. Sentimental and 
humanitarian conditions continually thrust themselves forward, and tend to obscure 
the immediate end in view, which is the financial success of the settler. 

For these reasons, the objective and scope of the Home Branch has been defined 
as follows :— 


1. Special Home Adjustment.—Where the settler’s home surroundings are a 
detriment or hindrance to his financial success, instruction, supervision and assistance 
should be given with the object of enabling the settler’s wife to overcome her difficulties 
and materially assist her husband towards success. This will include homes where 
the wife of the settler may suffer through ill-health, through a lack of knowledge of 
Canadian conditions of life and work, or where there may be loneliness or despondency 
from whatever cause. 


2. General Educational Work.—In undertaking educational work the aim should 
be to instruct in such lines of information as will enable the homemaker to assist in 
the success of the undertaking, first, by adding to the income and, second, by 
spending her money more wisely and economically. A woman in a home on a farm 
can add to the income by the receipts from poultry and dairy and may economize 
on groceries by instructions in gardening, cooking, and canning, so that the instruc- 
tion to a settlers’ wife should be along the lines of poultry, dairy, gardening, nursing, 
cooking, sewing, remodelling, and renovating clothes and household accounting. This 
instruction should take the form of personal visits. Courses are of one day, one week, 
or longer, according as these can be arranged in the district. 
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3. Relief Work.—This should be defined as narrowly as possible, and so far as 
practicable, confined to those cases where the mischance and suffering is ia no way 
due to the settler’s own fault or incapacity. This branch should merely endeavour 
to set working. wherever it is practicable any local humanitarian or philanthropic 
associations who may desire to come to the relief of such cases. 


4. General Distress or Suffering—There may be cases of grave distress and suf- 
fering among settlers’ wives and children where the board as an organization cannot 
take any action whatever. Such cases often arise out of salvage, desertion or similar 
situations. The unfortunate wife naturally turns to the Home Branch representative 
who must do what she can to secure the temporary and immediate relief necessary. 
If this is done it should be clearly understood that it is not because of their associa- 
tion with the Soldier Settlement Board, but from sympathy with the sufferings of 
other women, even though sufferers may, to a very large extent, be responsible for 
the position they are in. 

The above classification is based entirely on the relative importance to the board 
and to the success of the settler. One and two must be regarded as the principal 
work of the Home Branch, three is merely incidental and the need for it should 
‘diminish rapidly, while four in no way arises out of Soldier Settlement operations and 
merely recognizes the fact that our Home Branch representative, a woman with 
orbad sympathies, cannot ignore entirely cases of this character. 


HOME BRANCH ACTIVITIES 


Five thousand seven hundred married settlers have been visited by members of 
the Home Branch, and the various problems relating to each of the families have been 
dealt with. We have met disaster in the form of sickness, fire, or death, and minor 
troubles such as loss of crop, loss of stock, and difficulty with handling the immediate 
problems which face the family. These problems may be caused by lack of knowledge 
of how to do the work required, loneliness and isolation from friends sometimes 
causing serious mental condition, or it may be disappointment and discouragement 
from whatever cause. 

This branch has worked definitely towards increasing the amount of instruction 
given to those who ask for it or to those who may not be conscious of. their need, 
but where such has been reported by a field supervisor, it has been the aim to stimulate 
community effort and in co-operation with other existing organizations to establish 
community centres, red cross outposts, health centres, district nurses, rest rooms, 
travelling libraries and community halls. While we do not take any active part in 
the working out of these plans, we encourage our settlers to help themselves, and 
show them how this may be brought about. In a few instances, we have actively 
assisted the centres until they were well under way. 


Educational—The educational work is carried on in many ways. A great deal 
of instruction is given by correspondence. Free educational bulletins are sent to 
any who require these, or to any who would benefit by the same, according to reports 
by the supervisors and from the Home Branch directors. In many instances, we 
co-operate with the provincial authorities in order to secure travelling libraries for 
communities which have no local libraries and no reading centres. 

The greatest amount of work, however, has been accomplished by means of our 
Short Courses; these have been courses extending from two days to six weeks, where 
the board and tuition of settlers’ dependents has been paid from the Training Con- 
tingency Fund. Already forty-eight courses have been held with an aggregate 
attendance of 2,000 at a total cost of $10,965.03. : 

There were lectures on “Poultry Raising,” “Preparing Poultry for Market” and 
the “ Hatching of Chickens.” 
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In horticulture we had lectures from professors on such subjects as “ The Kitchen 
Garden,” and, “ Beautifying the Home.” At almost every course there was a lecture 
on “Home Dairying,” including the “Sterilization and Pasteurization of Milk,” “The 
Care of Milk and Milk Utensils,” while an exhibit in practical buttermaking by an 
expert in dairying was given. 

On nursing, we had the co-operation of the Provincial Medical Health Depart- 
ment and lectures were given on such subjects as “ The Care of the Baby,” “ Personal 
Hygiene,” “Home and Community Sanitation,” “First Aid,” “Care of Communi- 
cable Diseases.” 

On household activities, we had lectures on “ Bread-making,” “ Demonstration 
on Milk Dishes,” “ The Newer Nutrition as Applied to Fruit and Vegetables,” “Making 
of Quick Breads” and practical demonstrations in “Canning.” At most of the short 
courses demonstrations were given on “The Use of Patterns,” and “Remodelling of 
Clothing” while hundreds of patterns were cut out and given to the women to take 
home to help them in the making of their children’s clothes. 

The citizens of every place where the Short Courses were held showed a fine spirit 
of hospitality and provided a most generous programme of entertainment. 

One of the valuable things which we were able to accomplish was a medical 
examination by the Public Health Department, of every child, and of every woman 
who wished to have an examination. In some of the provinces the Provincial Health 
Department assumed the responsibility of paying for the entire cost of treatment of 
those who were found to be suffering from serious ills. One woman was discovered 
to be in an advanced stage of tuberculosis, and was sent immediately to a hospital 
for treatment, while scores were given medical and dental care. To those who are far 
from centres where such help could be received it was indeed a great benefit. 

Results of these courses as evidenced by letters from the women who attended 
show that much information regarding the work on a farm has been received and the 
change from the country to the town for the week, with a certain amount of pleasure 
attending the same, has resulted in encouraging and cheering many who were down- 
hearted and discouraged. 

Relief—Where disaster has occurred through sickness or loss, this branch has 
placed such cases before organizations which exist for the alleviation of the same, 
and special care is taken to see that relief is given only to necessitous cases where 


such relief would be a help and not a hindrance to the efforts of the settler. 


ADJUSTMENTS 


All loans or advances made to settlers by the board are granted on the condition 
that so long as the settler is indebted to the board he shall remain in actual residence 
upon the property and cultivate the land. 

In establishing such a large number of settlers it was anticipated at the outset 
that a percentage would for one reason or another discontinue their farming efforts 
before their loans from the Board are repaid. 

The Board moreover was obliged to operate under conditions during and following 
demobilization and had at the same time to evolve its procedure and train its staff. 

Cases of death, illness of the settler (due in many instances to recurring disability) 
sickness in the settler’s family, are among the normal causes leading to the discon- 
tinuance of farming operations before the loan is repaid. 

Circumstances beyond the control of the settler, such, for instance as crop failure, 
land found by the settler too difficult to bring into a satisfactory state of production, 
ete., are responsible in some cases for the discontinuance of farming operations by 
the settler. 

The largest percentage of cases of discontinuance is due to the settler himself. 
In many instances, settlers were established on land who had little or no farming 
experience before the war and who received their training in agriculture only 
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subsequent to demobilization. While the majority of such settlers are making satis- 
factory progress, there are others who after some residence on the land have been 
found to lack the necessary stability or to be unfit temperamentally to follow the 
arduous pursuits of agriculture. 

Among the settlers who do not remain on the land are found men who have had 
considerable farming experience before the war and who should for that reason have 
been able to make a success with assistance from the board; but who, having been 
detached from their ordinary avocation for a number of years, lack the stability that 
enabled them previously to follow farming with success; they become restless and 
cannot resist the temptation to try some other occupation which they think would 
be more in accord with their changed views of life. 

There are cases where the adjustment of the settler’s obligation Ae the board is 
necessitated by reason of his imprisonment. In some cases the settler’s agreement 
is rescinded because he has been found dishonest in his dealings with the board, 
obtaining money under false pretences, or unlawfully disposing of the board's property, 
ete. Such cases, however, are fortunately comparatively few. 

In order to assist settlers in winding up their affairs where the settler discon- 
tinued or is about to. discontinue his farming effort before repaying his loan to the 
board, and in order to protect the board’s security and arrange for disposal of the 
property retaken by the board in ease of default, a special branch known as the 
Adjustment Branch, the function of which is to deal with all such cases, has been 
formed in each district ofiice. 

When any such case is first brought to the attention of the district office it is 
referred to the district agriculturist, whose duty it is to investigate the case fully 
and to extend the settler every possible encouragement to continue his farming effort 
if it is in his interest and in the interest of the board to do so. When, however, the 
settler has definitely decided to leave the land, or where it is clearly shown that it is 
not in the interest of the settler to continue farming operations, the case is inquired 
into by a special committee known as the Adjustment Committee, which is formed 
a every district office and which consists of the district superintendent, the district 
agriculturist, the supervisor of Adjustment Branch and a representative of the Legal 
Branch. This committee carefully considers each case on its own merits, taking 
every precaution to see that the settler’s interests are protected. 

Before any action is taken with respect to rescission of agreement for sale of 
land, a statutory notice is given to the settler to show cause why his agreement with 
the board should not be rescinded. Where a settler, however, has executed a quit 
claim deed for the purpose of facilitating adjustment, no such notice is sent. In a large 
number of cases settlers prefer to execute this document, as it enables the board to 
proceed with the disposal of the property immediately. An effort is made to dispose 
of the property to the best advantage; if it is necessary to sell the land it is offered 
for sale by public tender; the stock and equipment are usually disposed of by public 
sale. 

In a number of cases the board is able to place another settler on the land vacated 
by the former settler. Before the new settler is placed on such land, the land is 
reinspected, and an effort is made to find a settler best qualified to farm such land. 
In other cases the land is disposed cf to civilians. In some instances, after certain 
property has been sold to recoup the board for its expenditures in connection with the 
sale of the property to the settler, the settler has found it possible to repay the balance 
due and thus retain the land, in which case adjustment proceedings are discontinued. 
Adjustment proceedings are ordinarily discontinued in cases of deceased settlers 
where the legal representatives of the deceased evidence a desire to carry on and 
assume the obligations of the deceased. Adjustment proceedings are discontinued 
also in every case where the settler satisfies the board that he can continue on the 
- land and make a success of his farming enterprises. 
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ACCOUNTS BRANCH 


- The Accounts Branch assumes the responsibility of accounting to the Audit office 
and Finance Department for all moneys expended and collected by the board. 

The difficulty of training officials in departmental accounting and the great rush 
of business after demobilization made the duties of this branch very heavy and 
onerous. 

The responsibility of disbursing in a comparatively short time $76,928,922.54 
without loss through forgery, theft or fraud, has devolved upon this branch and 
been efficiently discharged. Every dollar of this large sum has been expended under 
the supervision of the hoard and approved before payment. A loan is not handed to 
a settler in a lump sum to be paid out by him, but is paid out by the board itself 
as required by the settler after inspection or delivery of property, chattels, or equip- 
ment on a requisition and warrant system of payment. This involves a stupendous 
number of detail items, entries, requisitions and warrants, as a settler may require 
fifty advances or more before the total amount is fully disbursed. 

This policy of advancing money only under direct supervision, the differences in 
terms of repayment for land, loans, stock and equipment loans, for improved lands 

od unimproved lands, the standardizing of the dates of repayment, provision for 

collecting millions annually under an amortization plan with intricate interest cal- 
culations, offered difficulties of great complexity in formulating the work and pro- 
cedure of the accounts section. 

The functions fall broadly under two headings, (firstly) Administration Expenses, 
covering salaries and expenses of inspectors, Supervisors, and other officials, agricul- 
tural training of prospective settlers, legal fees and disbursements and all other 
expenses which are borne by the Government, and (secondly) loans and collections. 

The system of accounting for administration expenses which are audited and 
detailed by the Auditor General is of necessity much similar to that of other large 
departments, comprising preparation of estimates for Parliament, checking and audit- 
ing accounts, drawing cheques, posting ledgers, recording attendance of employees, 
paying salaries and bonuses, making weekly, monthly and annual returns to the 
Finance Department, compiling accounting and statistical statements, etc. 

The loan work is an innovation in Dominion finance and covers a comprehensive 
double entry system of accounting quite different from that of any other branch of 
the service. 

With the co-operation of the Finance Department, and the Secretary of the 
Canadian Bankers’ Association, an agreement was made at the commencement of our 
operations, with all the chartered banks of Canada, whereby we are allowed to draw 
warrants in payment of land and stock and equipment at all our outside offices, which 
are payable at par at any bank in Canada. The banks also issue drafts free of charge 
to settlers making repayments on their loans throughout Canada. 

These concessions by the banks greatly facilitated our business and the board 
desires on its own behalf and on behalf of the returned soldiers who are now settlers, to 
express its appreciation of the co-operation of the banks in this connection. 

The possibility of forgery and fraud in connection with our warrants caused us 
much anxiety in our early transactions, but the system has worked out satisfactorily 
and efficiently under the safeguards provided, and although we have paid out $76,928,- 
922.54 throughout all Canada, through their medium, we have not had one 
single case of forgery or loss of any kind in connection with the disbursements of this 
huge amount. 

As all our warrants are issued by and all repayments made through our local 
offices, the books of original entry are necessarily kept there, but as our loan system 
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provides for a thorough internal audit, these books are regularly audited by our 
travelling auditors, who are constantly reporting to Ottawa. Statements for all disburse- 
ments and receipts for loans are sent on specially prepared forms from the local offices 
to head office four times monthly and carefully checked and posted in detailed and 
controlling acounts at Ottawa. Head office keeps control and supervision over the 
local accounts branches and auditors and is responsible to the Audit and Finance 
Department for all financial statements. 


LEGAL DEPARTMENT 


During the year 1919 the policy was evolved of having on the staff of the district 
offices professional legal men prepared to devote their entire working hours to the 
interests of the board and its settlers. Formerly, local solicitors or firms were engaged 
to handle such portions of the board’s work as must essentially fall to a professional 
man if the board’s advances are to be properly secured. : 

A very great saving has been effected by the formation of the board’s legal staff. 

The work falling to the solicitors under the former practice was limited to regis- 
tering legal instruments showing the board’s security, and searching title. Questions 
requiring legal opinion were almost invariably dealt with by the legal officers at head 
office, the Justice Department, or in rare cases, its local nominee. Since their incep- 
tion the district legal offices have kept pace with the board in their organizations and 
their capacity for handling the varied problems arising daily. Their field now covers, 
in addition to preparing and registering legal instruments and searching title, the 
work falling to them as legal advisers on the spot to the district superintendents and 
heads of branches; the handling of litigation as agents of the Attorney General, local 
agent of the board’s legal adviser, while further, so far as they can do so without 
detriment to the board’s interests, they advise returned soldier settlers and even act 
for them before the courts, generally free of charge. 

A comparison of the outlay on the board’s part under the old and new systems will 
show that the adoption of the new has had most beneficial results and that the admin- 
istration of the district legal offices has effected a decided economy. 

The point at which, for any such comparison, the two systems would seem to meet 
is the reporting of loans to district office for disbursement, i.e., reporting the board 
adequately secured and enabling it to disburse moneys in the individual loan. Up 
to this point the duties of the two systems parallel one another while beyond it the 
private firm did not go. A consideration then of the outlay by the board for salaries 
to the legal department in any given province in its relation to loans reported for 
disbursement should give a loan cost most fairly comparable with the fees of the 
private firm, as registration fees, travelling expenses and such items would be charged 
by, and paid to, a private firm in addition to such fees. 

The figures by provinces covering remuneration for services rendered by outside 
firms prior to the institution of the board’s legal branches for services extending over 
a period of, say, eighteen ‘months show that some sixty-three hundred loans were 
reported at an average cost of $20.58. Between June 1, 1920, and March 31, 1921, 
a period which may be taken as very representative of a year’s activities, there were 
reported for disbursement over ninety-six hundred loans at an average cost of $9.83. 
The actual saving on this latter work under the present system as compared with the 
board’s experience under the earlier amounts to over $91,000 for some ten months or at 
the rate of $108,000 per annum. 

More or less simultaneously with the adoption of the board’s legal system we 
instituted a practice of insisting on vendors paying registration fees covering titles 
purchased by the board. As the disbursements for the sixty-three hundred loans 
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referred to above as handled by the outside firms show an average of $6.51 it is not 
wide of the mark to estimate a further saving from this source during 1920-21 of 
$60,000 or a total of, say, $150,000 for ten months. 

In addition to the economic advantages shown above the board’s experience has 
proved the salaried system to result in more rapid reporting of loans, with greater 
satisfaction to the settler, an esprit de corps with an increase of attention to the board’s 
interest, more readily accessible legal opinion, as points arise from day to day, from 
a staff specially trained in the legal features involved in the operation of special and 
peculiarly technical legislation. - 
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CHAPTER IV 


STATISTICAL STATEMENTS 


APPLICATIONS, QUALIFICATION, TRAINING, ETC., TO MARCH 831, 1921 


Total Total Oo. No. No. in No. in 

Districts and Provinces applications] disposed of | qualified | disqualified] training abeyance 
ACCOR IS as aoe Lat Santee 1, 622 1,573 947 590 “23 36 
IMANCOUV. CT Pe ectecet eceirnat Selo 6,448 4,036 1,559 60 853 
WETOMe eet = rn tee, ae 607 534 320 8&9 75 125 

British Columbia....... 10, 360 8,555 5, 303 2,238 158 1,014 
GCAalgaryce rere eee he 6, 700 6, 624 5,481 976 45 167 
Hammonton fants. so. ores 7,195 7,142 6,117 781 81 244 

Alberta mene. Pease 13,895 13, 766 11, 598 1,757 126 ; 411 
Fegin as arene tc Oe ein, 5 kat cas 6,475 6,377 5,419 844 55 114 
Saskatoonsajmaeh es paces 4,905 4,729 3,881 772 53 76 
RrincesAliberten: .ce cei. ae 2,046 2,013 1,601 372 20 40 

Saskatchewan.......... 13, 426 13,119 10, 901 1,988 128 230 
Wirnmi ner ietrtrniea. cs sac coats 9,139 8,905 Hl, SIR 1,015 56 378 
MROTOntC Ree oe chee 6, 484 6,255 4, 067 1, 680 147 508 
Shenbnoo kes see eet ie 2,401 2,332 1, 186 820 20 326 
Sie ohne ere ents epani cent. 1, 552 1,50) en Ail 373 4 15 
(GEES So cot ane eee 1,420 1,398 892 504 6 2 
Charlottetowiwn. aac... 654 642 483 138 6 21 

Dominion totals........ 59,331 56,481 43,063 10,513 651 2,905 


Percentage of Applicants qualified, 72:6 per cent. 
Of total number qualified, 47.4 per cent have been granted a loan. 
Of those disqualified :— 


7 per cent were on account of military service. 
3 per cent were on account of physical fitness. 
90 per cent were on account of general fitness. 


25.3 per cent of men in training are in receipt of pay and allowances. (Others 
mostly single men with farmers and not entitled to pay and allowances.) 


Cases in Abeyance.—Meaning recommended for training, some not yet placed, 
others temporarily discontinued training for some reason, but not yet finally dealt 
with by the Qualification Committee. 
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NUMBER OF SETTLERS AND AMOUNTS APPROVED ON, TO MARCH 31, 1921 


Purchased Land 


J neumbered Land 


Dominion Land 


District and Province = ————— oss 
No. of No. of No. of 

Settlers Amount Settlers Amount Settlers Amount 
$ cts. $ cts. $ cts 
VAI CTOTIO TCS ee Deke te ee 443 2,191,407 19 91 203 00 (ada te eee mine eels tote ane oo 
iViancouverwceantist er oa. 1, 244 6,012-036 92 153 309,019 49 10 12,871 80 
LViGrnO ni eeea ean ne me ertaete 137 3,646,577 00 123 288,026 00 79 134,982 00 
British Columbia....... 2,424 11,850,021 11 377 800,953 02 89 147,853 80 
Wale divas iy wan alist ae 1,730 9,993,677 91 210 707,372 00 490 827,259 00 
I dimonton ere aa eee 1,812 8,891,708 80 358 702,482 38 1,185 1,926,472 07 
WAL ber Gaer oe. coe ee ae 3,542 | 18,885,386 71 568 1,409,854 38 1,675 2 MOo, (ok OL 
RESIN ae ee ic eee eal eee 1,322 6,977,498 88 148 514,451 28 350 702,108 68 
Saske LOOnMEMM ET er ie teats 1,364 6,369,173 73 282 703,879 07 145 289,807 00 
‘Prince Alberta, ae hase 559 2,548,117 66 167 333,734 75 590 986,467 00 
Saskatchewan.......... 3245 15,904,790 27 597 1,552,065 10 1,085 1,978,382 68 
Wpnnipes eRe ee. ahs 2,162 11,453,728 75 183 502,335 09 886 1,489,396 63 
OFONGON naeo ones Bes eee te 1, 348 6510732710 94 D2 OS EAD peretey aac: ier seee Pel hs cae ners 
Sherbrookeqere rete 330 1,716,246 54 11 AST LULU cE de i ae De Sard tee etek | Se OE 
SLT ABT eee assencah aio mye ao MRE 443 1,439,452 61 48 Ga OS2eSGlieet.mrmers tens Mec tenis ome 
LEEW eee cues ae tA ee 306 1,081,506 21 55D LOMO ROUS Perec, calmer 50,0. ea 
Charlottetown eee ee 269 821,149 00 44 AROS He OO lara rhc titers inti een cee 
Dominion totals........| 14,069 | 69,259,608 30 1,967 4,742,778 00) 3,735 6,369,364 18 

Granp Torats: Settlers, 19,771; Loans, $80,371,750.48. 
LOANS APPROVED TO MARCH 31, 1921 
No. of Purchase Total 

District and Settlers Purchase Removal of | Permanent of Stock amount 

Province with of Land Encumbrances} Improve- and approved 

loans ments Equipment for loans 
$ cts. $ cts. $ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 
Wictorianeeene ae 534 1,417,683 20 113, 756, 67 371,730 87 492,143 98) 2,395,314 72 
IWaneOuNen.vn meus: 1,407 3,669,831 01 86,663 01 943,935 38} 1,633,498 03) 6,333,928 21 
Vernon wee mr stra: 939 2,407,748 00 132,524 00 639,428 00 889,885 00} 4,069,585 00 
British Columbia 2,880 7,495,262 21 332,943 68) 1,955,094 25} 3,015,527 01) 12,798,827 93 
@aloarvaunea ek 20435 6,161,285 71 301,557 20| 1,244,654 35} 3,720,811 75) 11,528,308 91 
Hidimontons.s,..-..- 3}, Shae 5,475, 742 04 130,460,14| 1,148,298 11) 4,771,162 96) 11,520,663 25 
FA berta sas see 5, 785 11,637,027 75 432,017 34| 2,387,952 46) 8,491,974 71] 23,048,972 16 
Reg Mawnan 1,820 4,617,353 88 347, 822 42 900,161 32} 2,328,721 22) 8,194,058 84 
Saskatoon ssi... 1,791 4,043, 764 53 247,127 96 782,669 65} 2,289,297 66) 7,362,859 80 
Prince Albert....... 1,316 1,613,033 81 73,907 75 502,369 00} 1,679,008 85) 3,868,319 41 
Saskatchewan.. 4,927 10, 274,152 22 668,858 13) 2,185,199 97) 6,297,027 73) 19,425,238 05 
\inniietetor Gc Ran nee 3,200 6,910,362 14 202,881 32} 2,105,750 60} 4,226,466 41| 13,445,460 47 
MOTOULONaeee eee 1,442 4,497,360 74 138,325 02) 235,322 80} 1,466,353 96| 6,337,362 52 
Sherbrooke......... 341 1,158,157 32 16,622 17 76,011 17 494,200 80; 1,744,991 46 
StyJohness seces case 491 1,036,109 23 37,244 36 29,333 24 401,448 64) 1,504,135 47 
EV IfaAxse yee eee 361 770,852 00 61, 264 61 51,645 65 316,814 16) 1,200,576 42 
Prince Edward Id.. 313 626, 259 00 27,425 25 13,555 00 198,946 75 866,186 00 
Totals 19,771 | 44,405,542 61] 1,917,582 66] 9,039,865 14] 25,008,760 07| 80,371,750 48 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ON THE LAND 


SAVINGS IN LAND PURCHASE 


Being the difference between the price named by the vendor in his ‘poee to the 
settler, and the price finally agreed to by the Board. 


Total Amount 
of Savings Percentage of 


effected in Reduction 
District and Province purchasing obtained by 
properties for the Board 
the Settlers 
$ % 
NWGTGHG) i EE als Aomeealcsens os SE: ERTS 8 On Soin Ore ior HOG SUS olin deter 31, 546 2-1 
VANCOUVER 25 cess si cases w De See oe ns RIE Sin OTE ore ent eta tan te teeetn soe 223,920 5-9 
Ye 110) SS eat ee OR APRA Sr aD ENE airs gt nde DIM oacog Bit 6 CLa,diet 0. ocatienarne 84, 180 Sie 
British Columibia.t 05s. eter aie oes i: 3 ee 339, 646 3-9 
(GE Tern eee cash <<? re Sei cie iia SARA SO r Gado. o Ogee aa aOeae 634, 096 8-8 
B DYe ree Yo) 01 10) 0 penton earache Con Gric.c Oacrd Oe are 1,322, 160 17,23 
Alberta 2... eek Sent es = ee teeter 1, 956, 256 13-4 
1a ya ee eae ee SERN A ed Cb ihc. OA COED OTD. Cx cco tOH RG 260,000 6-0 
Sask atOOns occa checchtn Ge Qicccg ost aleSthopati c Ge SIR ae Re Rote een Ro tra REM spore * 257, 664 5-4 
Prince Ad bert eos sce e tee acces a sac Sid a Sa oT ee Ree tes nc. oe 112,000 7-0 
Sagkatehewaliass cnc r des occa ae ee ee ee eas eee a 629, 664 6-1 
Wannipee: bs ech ieccts estan Sie fs once TEER CR ee top eae ee nore ce 411, 893 4-8 
"BOrOntOs: ¢ 5a 6 Mac taco es ase es ae ee ene ee eI: ce nae es 58, 600 1-4 
Sherbrooke 3. ot ces eo ee Re od a RE Een cy aoe 37,140 3-1 
Sie (0) chia ae ENR Aen ATE Sd Seo G Se eG Oi Ht D.o Aetna: 26, 800 3-0 
15 EUS: > ope ee eran, ee, oe oes eNOS Ny Et a Ar oer ity 9 512 cia cote ReneS ctor 20,826 2-4 
Charlottetown enti. eee oe eee ae ite cy, ee ee 49, 288 6-2 
Dominion totale dc. eo. eee oe ees 3,530, 113 7-5 


A Dominion reduction of over 7} p.c. 
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STATISTICAL STATEMENTS 


DISBURSEMENTS FOR STOCK AND EQUIPMENT TO MARCH 31, 1921, AND SAVINGS 
EFFECTED BY REDUCED PRICES 


Savings 
4 effected in | Total amount 
Districts and Provinces Live stock Equipment purchase of | disbursed for 
Equipment .& E. 
$ $ $ $ 

WA CLOTIA meatier at nee tar Cen tes 252,822 99 505,596 13 19,984 38 757,419 12 
Van COUVER mate ets tre ais ee eae 714,106 94 1,211,052 23 49,441 73 1,925,659 17 
AYCCV dO) crags oe pam ieer Seg, ae me EE 153,482 12 360,771 55 6,560 80 514, 203 67 
British Columbia a: sees aa 1,110 362 05 2,077,919 91 75,986 91 3,197,281 96 
Calgary ay. foie aioe ery Soe x) a 1,681,765 19 2,174,911 36 137,931 91 3,856,676 55 
Bidkimontonba easter one re Meee Ie 2,070,960 92 2,292,598 73 135,290 03 4,363,559 65 
Alberta Style 3,752,726 11 4,467,510 0/9 273,221 94 8, 220, 236 20 
eI alae e. Meee ede eats oh vem ee SeSIZ 300 So 1,614,363 26 108,450 49 2,426,721 11 
Saskatoon etc c tos econ). mkt tee 977,403 62 1,402,291 48 73,271 49 2,379,695 10 
prince Albertine. st saat eae ea oe 676, 157 48 889,540 99 58,936 09 1,565,698 47 
Saskatchewaneeee seca ae 2,465,918 95 3,906,195 73 240, 658, 07 6,372,114 68 
Wametitpe ede tey kis a tee ee at ae ee 1,705,906 02 2,499,524 18 179, 348 26 4,205,430 20 
BGRONLO eae bye Uma tee ere et Sy co 748,733 47 575,316 03 25,740 78 1,324,049 50 
Sherbrookeycn sic) ees ee eee ot oe 327,266 67 169,891 25 1,637 54 497,157 92 
SES Ohne ee Esa aee tee Stents 200,458 67 187,584 30 5,104 25 388,042 97 
epaliiasccieen crete tas ea ee te 161,060 74 127,598 96 5, 735. 55 288,659 70 
Charlottetown (te te end 80,806 43 53,929 65 2,900 76 134, 736 08 
Dominionstotal senna ee. 10,562,239 11} 14,065,470 10 810,334 06) 24,627,709 21 


$ 8,879,194.79 Disbursed showing a saving of $810,334.06 


5, 186,275 31 : 


$14, 065,470.10 Total disbursed for equipment. 


Total Dominion saving of $810,334.06 
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for labour, seed, feed, etc., breaking 2nd hand equipment. 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ON THB LAND 


ew 


TRAINING 


STATISTICS TO MARCH 31, 1921 


Number Number Amount 
Number of | completed who disbursed 
Districts and Provinces Men in or discon- | qualified for P. & A. 
: Training tinued after to March 31st 
training training 

$ cts. 

WaiCtoria wea ern clo eenererit ee Aye et 23 170 82 9,923 99 

Wan COUV GD an visite vine? aie ee een Eee ea 60 491 131 22,20 Lo 

ra 110) es Se a Re i Rn a ee Soe nee be 75 54 50 6,868 46 

British Columbia, 20-0. .0 s niee bas eee 158 715 263 39,063 60 

@allearye nes. ve & Behe ates ches ee ee 45 142 87 9,612 25 

FIL TIOTI GON Co oe ae coco Sls ee kc ena arte 81 181 136 22,341 61 

Mipera ys, ce ae ae 126 323 293 31,953 86 

DEY joe ee See ATOR PIA Becta bi So ood 55 35 23 9,491 43 

Sas katOomec chs «cis on ee cine se 53 150 41 5,024 90 

Princes Albert. on, «ce ets Po ea ate ee 20 13 7 680 18 

Gaskatchewan sts. uf 40 v0! D5 cu ke See 128 198 og) 15,196 51 
Winer sth Roe ce ee 56 216 91 14,809 91 

EDORODCO 205 Sen hee a ale Sade = is, doe Eee ar 147 328 124 55,393 72 

Sherbrooke eeeha octane, es ee ee 20 377 52 14,394 74 

Stabe ls ot ae ee ce eee ele eee eee 4 54 22 3,612 40 

elaliitaxs eee Si eo da hs sides it pad Moe OE Ee 6 101 24 6,797 79 

Ghanlottetowmsens: c). ct hedisa oie eee 6 adil Fs APR oA ce - 1,362 81 

Dominion-totals sss. aa ee Cee ee 651 Deon 870 182,585 34 


Perce= tage of men in Training in Receipt of P & A.—25.3%. 


During the period of demobilization when a considerable number of inexperienced 
ex-service men were applying for benefits under the Soldier Settlement Act with a 
view to re-establishing themselves in farming as a permanent occupation, it was 
deemed desirable, in order to assist in the maintenance of their dependents and con- 
serve their personal savings, to grant certain allowances to such men while gaining 
additional agricultural experience. 

Applications now being received indicate that very few totally inexperienced men 
are applying for assistance. Conditions have also changed to such an extent that the 
necessity of continuing this re-establishment measure no longer exists. 

Effective March 31, 1921, training allowances granted only to applicants who 
apply to the board and are recommended for training prior to that date, and who 
actually commence training under the supervision of the board, before May 15, 1921. 

Of the number who completed or discontinued training 870 or 387-5 per cent 
were qualified to receive a loan, and 1,417 or 62-5 per cent were disqualified. With 
few exceptions all men in training who completed their course as directed by the board 
were qualified, the 1,417 who were disqualified being mainly composed of those 
applicants who discontinued their training for various reasons, 
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STATISTICAL STATEMENTS 


HOME BRANCH SHORT COURSES—FISCAL YEAR 1920-21 


Average 
District and Province Attendance Cost Cost per 
Student 
; ; $ $ 
WAU Gia ts pine Meare; Ge eee, eee ee Te OE OP ee ee Oe a haem, a 4 
VAN COUV CI emer hic Peet en eee: ned ae fa abate een ae 73 3,100 40 72 10 
AViCrn ODM AEP te Cee ns nina rate eu e ET ey Whee Reel peas ameter e 2 
University Cee et eer eer het t h tee oh BR aN aa al 10 350 00 35 00 
Britishs€olum bias ae ere oe eee Aa Drees See 53 3,450 00 65 10 
CEM SSRs o., eogis oho Saat kabel en UGeR Or Poe: SEES BA RR ean Tekan on) ae tei toc Cone a [eee ere | eae 
TReoT IDS SSD. atasats 5 5 Alernne esr New ARC cha aad RE pee SOI icles nee ate a ZO 9 50 
LDAEy nl oy ci Figs aeleiseeety bate tertts Sec Gru SER icy Ea ERA A a RE ce as a Ae AP 46 
i diniOntoneeeepy ey momar eer cc tace mere eckasatre me ncne eh cs eect 276 
(Eran CRT AITO 4s ewok ori ate oaeke oe PeeR acPaRY Bhp PH cya Ps come eke 46 1,895 60 5 30 
Reaice River’ ices hseper actos TAR RATS Srey Md Locke k openanomeennade oe eee 37 
A Dente neie nee ry ene as: MCs ALES dee nih 4 Se ee 475 1,905 10 4 10 
HER CATER. caches who eer ae lua ee ae NCTE Harb a ae de vost a boca ay PEMA pe 80 429 43 DEov 
I WoXOS en Fe hiya 8 Crease cee itied See ie aN ARE ROME Teaes GS ete GARIN RLS: Se AL TE, = Et 83 No expense|s incurred 
SESH SEH OVC NI Ais, ohn nee try tens gets Wem Nee Se GRR ag rN my ae el NE EC 88 451 50 10 50 
NINES Sey ec: cele me mg Rane BS, SNe Bh Sk a aR oR ge RD 15 187 00 12 47 
1 ecrenh i oS) alal I] Oey elite ween © pet Ep ar an teats Cools Fee oh gente Me Re eR PRR ee EE 90 
INotthebathletord’ air. tae ein Meee oes eit eet tees Seas oa BO)! If 854 55 Cal 
WWMiVersttyaIsaAskes Cimer a teed erate eyo ist ny hisie ver tyes. hic oe. hl eS Cee [RSs hues IM, caarencRnams ‘yea 
DEVE OTT) AMM ase SE ea ON hie AAP RY er deo seed” cola Rab hy WANE by ee 
Sasa lOOnMS Uhre ne CRM Ae eee erie tenner eer ene an eee dt oe 14 1,677 35 67 10 
[ekerieterekeaU ll ovchi ry tee em ner ea re) (ele hl AN Lh One ee we ce Wai Re Pepe 1 
Saskatchewan ran sicg ie ae ete ee vee oe ech gt ak ea oh eee 411 3,599 83 8 76 
AVViirint ye oe rete nice alee esr Mem eM RO Ler Wt REM es oe scge Peale SS kent ated nusr ete 284 No expense|s incurred 
EVA ELIT ve eeeh eee a aes ect ee NL ee ha ORE peed mea 87 Saas ‘ 
ES PAN CLOT Re eae akc ORS ES eet RES. Og, ea Me gs ies Pah IR 74 es aS 
POrtagenaverainicen ay. Meee cet ie MUI IS «tia ah tags Ned aia wameccn ee 61 a re 
IVAN TOL a eee RAR sate Tee NE ti tN coiae a Seat dy ict dE PRGA R AGAR eet 506 ms es 
“TINGS LOT OTTO cc axon, o a eae Eee ORS i es OR ates Or Dn i ad SE Rie Bn MU A ate | a en | ra 
Sree a ary ere ates seas cca th errad che e Uaed San ) ad oo Ain only cero aR ae 11 217 70 19 79 
New Ghiskeamd. Seri aies yond eset isd RAT Ue Ls A oR eee 6 52 40 8 73 
ETA COS re oe Ne ae re hei nud ed cemetrcta GPS Sod eA aero) eres 15 145 10 9 67 
Ont EL ODO terre etait: ici tee esi cn cars apes ates oro a Ae eevee ils} 116 25 8 95 
ORTDE Se Pe ik, ok nah et On AN Meee Ome eee ees 14 112 08 8 00 
QUART occ SUMS SRE DOI oe Bla tos a ce Cece in Bk nny She, EAE a oe 18 79 28 4 40 
ONTARIO‘ ee ee Ee eee ee ee SSS he Oe a 77 722 81 9 39 
HET DrOOKes eh BERR l ae ciety he Tea STNSe Ot Bele Mada: Serbo ake GaneTe + 33 128 45 3 89 
SEL Le eee ee er eM ey tcc eu tea eto ve te eayied 43 162 34 3 78 
DERE a Xmen ce ee rere Sat See EE STN Ras ae CRs Rett arto ie Wet en 48 187 42 3 90 
Charlottetown de sislee rece: obese eka ye cechache cram se crete 25 808 68 32 35 
DP) OMIINION ECO LAS: ec tere ciels eve ash ete cache ole eraeeeosi datos ee oemeres 1,671 10,965 03 6 56 


Complete returns in connection with attendance at these courses not yet to hand, 
but it is estimated that approximately 2,000 settlers’ wives have been instructed 
through these short courses averaging a cost of $5.48 per capita. 
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STATISTICAL STATEMENTS 


REPAID LOANS IN FULL, TO MARCH 31, 1921 
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Number Number 
repaid repaid Total 
; Loans and | Loans and | Number 
Districts and Provinces gave up continued repaid 
Farming Farming Loans 
NATSU TEES: iets daly ic Bro RSS in SE RRH PIER OR OLs fw 6 PI MOMRIED Pain rt iinet. Sorin ae ae 20 7 Pall 
Wien COUN Or rrr n er rn ae nara e ieee tak ha he ye Ie ae a 15 23 38 
BVGTT) CTL SRA APA a OPM ert gee ra SN ellen Seite 8) Gee ues loel Jods aide anne ot een tees 9 3 12 
IBritishaC OlUnMi Dias soe ae PRET ts ot AL doe See eee 2 ce he ee 44 33 77 
Cal wary pemeet Fas es eR te eee ed eRe ioe d at 2 44° 46 
I Ope beaver nwopstees ye eee oe a) en Set ON 3 I eee Rene Ries te A 18 33 51 
SGN OPN. Peaks GEOR bc hte bee Ae RNS OP SUERTE Oe Se ON RO oie IE 20 ids 97 
ROOT UNF BCR es ce Rod CAN SIMRO ety Bir SRA Bee MM sch 8 Me 1 13 14 
DAR KALOONH Aa ee eter te toPemr tie teeta te beer Mth, tie cect allel pl vel ANE ee ke 5 7 12 
Ye rrevere: Jl eter eink: cole Mente GOW Ai och Gh ieete, SP 5 Anan Pee RR Cen RON aR 1 10. 11 
Macca uc he walle cca seca ere ne pert NA os GRR Mine. a ITO Sa ed 7 30 37 
Winnipeg eR Oat Corte ABE, Ry hel veer Vy eM ALPE Be gh ARM tM! El ay 11 13 24 
COLONIE Wa I Se Phe AIOE TS RRA Tr Rader cetheg ch ofa hernia tay thi vane ates 23 20 43 
Sher brookear ewe es een eee ee 2 REL ME RR 08 date Hel RB coh or ale 2 1 3 
SGA LO Lae iG AR pa asc Pen pet eye Ne UES cele g lic te telat hen as Godt Lice a 9 a 16 
[a tNbigb ee, Oe be eae otc cee OMe EP ole ss + Rec ck ks Gee a ant AEN ae yee, SR Ria 5 5 10 
Shar lOvCeCO wal eee rk TAs Me oe Oe, al ek SRA ok 14 8 22 
ID) OTANINLON I GOLALS One rye ee eer a Rae ae oe Tk IDS od in. Pa 135 194 329 
ADJUSTMENTS TO MARCH 81, 1921 
Completed cases 
Number - 
Districts and Provinces of cases Capital 
pending | Number invested Receipts 
$ = ets. $ = ets. 
WACLOLID SR eee eee bie Bo Neen nc. co ea 26 12 49, 321 51 47,184 04 
IV ANCOUV.CT sue teen Merde ees eh lok ete hee tayo lh oe 105 17 69,563 74 71,154 08 
SVG ITO N Aegean perm CLE RRS Se FO Toe eS ale eee 52 13 62,175 83 58,804 49 
British Colum bias ee tre torte ia es 183 42 181,061 08 177, 142 61 
(Gal oraikeyaere ree eee ee ioe oars ecstacy manatees 96 20 115,817 38 118,442 64 
GIN OU CON Ges Hae te tee Posty ere tee eis i eta Ake 324 22 47,003 59 47,512 96 
PN SEGA ea RA Ew ee MS VP ape an a ke wee os 420 47 162,820 97 165,955 60 
J RY Stsg VARS ea cs ChB ce TR OE das Cet ol cee Me eR 79 10 37,607 28 39,234 14 
SOPEVEN ICC OX GT a ale oe Ses AIR iy ae MUNN, let Aes Sali MLD WT Nate 00s Pe 61 15 52,404 21 Don (4iaeee 
FEIN COW A OCR Ee Rete at Sie Sy EES hae Ee 61 6 3,045 74 3,045 74 
Sasikauche water! Owe ak eto vn: ARR ies eek A ey 201 31 93,057 23 96,027 11 
Winnipeg......... Aree pment ir gsr cede ests, eae ae 260 10 42,697 82 41,629 06 
BROT GOMGO ere ce NE Wrest rae aN ei ts Cacay a) Metin 91 13 45,710 29 44,539 54 
Slterbroo kere ei niee cote atc an cee sateen eee aera 53 12 60,461 88 59,682 99 
Ca OLIN er canoe ee eats, Rac, Oh New Oty lee ele 26 20 58,543 37 59,430 37 
LAG SIUIES gator, Gal itee cree cpeRtenn ce cok pee ae lane mme ame ge 2d ee 25 a 23,415 36 24,673 99 
MharlottesOwnucanccre ser RA oe eee ore eave 11 18 40,940 79 42,254 62 
DOMINION CO LAlS eas aire on ea Sek oes a 1270 200 708,708 79 711,335 89 
Total adjustment cases............-- 1,470 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ON THE LAND 


STAFF 


The number of staff at Head office and districts, including those employed in the 
field, at March 31, 1921. 

The peak load was reached in June, 1920, when the total staff of the board was 
1,579. 

Since June, 1920, up to March 31, 1921, the staff has been reduced by 527 or 
33.3 per cent. k 

The staff at March 31, 1921, was distributed as follows :— 


Salary cost 
District Male Female Total |(per annum) 

rate 

$ 

Maictoniahduede< hatin e ak ature ae cen Oo Oe ee arene 15 10 25 34, 620 
Width COUV CI: as oais Ae tet a ene Peri costal OEP ge ened ees 69 21 90 138, 380 
VST Se fice? Moe rere ee Oe CRY eo ad eee re ae 31 12 43 66, 180 
Call ayn toe oR ee ae eee eros od eee 69 25 94 134, 660 
Pidmontonw keen cea ele oe area ee roar ee adic. eh eee 94 30 124 178, 980 
Reming wr bei s os Bere ce ae Rene een a cE te eee 51 19 70 106, 000 
Saskatoon ik: s + cts eRe rac acale tes andagt Ree ace 56 25 81 116,420 
Prince Albert seer aes aoe OR ee ce er eae 38 13 51 74,340 
WANTED OR coset es ers ota ao eee PORN ea sio vn re ee 78 30 108 156, 320 
TOvGn ters. fe ae Mee ke es iawn e es 37 25 62 85,500 
Sherbrooke ca. eweek etc coer Nelo Schenk eee eee ee 9 7 16 22,560 
SLM ola tie etna eee Sern tana re MC HERE Aneta b.apeeind ho 17 ih 24 38, 120 
Hailitask.2 Hoel. att Meee goes a tote oes lox. este can eames ae ee 11 8 19 30,100 
Charlottetown 2, ria | ee CE eae OA Por ra eo if 4 11 15,900 
FeeaGiotince:s Fssw ate totes see Set as ers, np eee en ene 165 69 234 318, 950 
DOMINION LO tal Saeco eer ree ene cee eee 747 305 1,052 1,517,030 


Of the total number of men employed by the board, 95.6 per cent are returned 
soldiers, of which 89 per cent saw service in France. 

One hundred and sixty-eight members of the staff are in receipt of pensions, viz.: 
21 amputations; 5 loss of eye; 43 twenty-five per cent and over; 99 under twenty-five 
per cent pensions. 

Of the total number of men employed by the board, 22-5 per cent are disabled, 
or were incapacitated to some extent during the late war. 


STATISTICAL STATEMENTS 
1920 CROP RETURNS 
Estimated 
selling value 
Rye, of Crops, 
Flax, including 
District and Province Wheat Oats Barley |Pease and| Green Hay Fruits, etc., 
Mixed Feed raised by 
Grain Soldier 
Settlers 
in 1920 
Bush. Bush. Bush. Bush. Tons Tons 
VICTOR ae ee att ae 3,678 8,165 80 400 2,392 2,685 194,192 00 
Vancouver eens. ot DTDs aay / ped ee 3,830 3,622 3,035 8,896 759,000 00 
eV EINON sane wa nea ee 52,785 64, 931 1,800 [2A SS tae oe ee 7,550 822,795 00 
British Columbia........ 59,168} 230,308 5,710 16, 180 5,427 19,131) 1,775,987 00 
Calgary 5d MESES lao Reem .. 641,642) 1,179,579 115,419 44,340 16,178 45,572) 2,406,457 00 
Edidontons aes: 245,002) 1,966,993] 126,395 12,765 15,161 57,130} 1,530,680 00 
Allbertaunemcaat tek ek 886, 644) 3,146,572) 241,814 57,105 31,339] 102,702) 3,937,137 00 
Regn Alamo Meco sen oe 616,328) 545,857 40,000 70,611 4,400 16,783] 1,922,489 00 
Saskatoonsensa ener 338,901] 707,654 26, 049 15,677 5,559 23,099 974,840 00 
Hgince Albert...........- 169,239} 268,781 105000| Sener 14, 000 24,000 698,000 00 
Saskatchewan........... 1,124,468] 1,522,292 76,049 86, 288 23,959 63,882] 3,495,329 00 
Wiinnipeaeen cee oias 555, 804 858 , 049 169, 293 62000 Reece 74,305) 2,168,000 00 
FROTONCOS oR iow are 54,167| 578,300 48, 645 77,438 284 21,432) 1,295,380 00 
Sherbrooke. ees eee LBs) 33, 419 2,756 Gy Tp 92 1,493 290,930 00 
bt O nn Wee wep aso t ee a 4,840 95,775 830 500 278 9,705 393, 332 00 
Halifaxti eee eek ee 630 40,518 157 1,417 119 6, 930 318,963 00 
Charlottetown........... 4,100 68, 600 1,300 1, 250 180 6, 500 278,120 00 
Dominion totals..........| 2,691,194} 6,573,833} 546,554) 307,910 69,178} 306,080} 13,953,178 90 


Green feed—Weight green. 


LOAN DISBURSEMENTS STATEMENT TO MARCH 31, 1921 


District Amount 
$ 

vant be LO Will sce Cried. ie Leer a acer con ore ages Sas cise aisy Se nee Re RR Pato SRP BT eased MOR OLS ed 
1B A Wie 6 sokct cee ts Capen CLt aS NCR CO SRC ar CR oe Rees occ, IPRA Sich tc Re ae a 1,154,827 02 
SUBS AO GUI AD oo cedlemels BOR Soe ota Pom SCE COA Noon COC eS Dots din a cia Ore eee are 1,509,480 55 
OTD LOOK Cee PN See AG ee eI ec FP aed os oe ECLA OS SiS es here hs Pitan se Seal soils > 1,815,583 41 
PROFONGOR: Ante ma eta iones BOR ches CCR sci CUETO ORT ies OCC ate ai ol Ca eto ener eta eae 6,301,055 93 
WANTS tN eee een Mars oc ane Pere ete orice SN are eed Tet EA et MIMS een S ta ovecerd de, Ga a-eeeialy 13,143,651 53 
eT ranabs 5 c8 ha he Gots Bees kOe RRO et CGATRE COUT eet ihn Cr ON Since er CURRENT at eae 7,909,182 42 
SASK ALOON Rete Meee tian Oe mame oe Cente zach ae a aA RA Maye een RO Rtas oot ayahan athe Scores 7,370,324 43 
[edatatersilad le veie sh cy Satots Our OE Hae Re OE ten Pe SRA ROC OI Ate nc eee TLD eNO ie eee eee ee 3,288,897 66 
MU all Aryeh Sears, Nope eee seca oke wa ones yn eran Per Was octane « Moremi vl clevataeel cae aa VOTO Siar ecoveebetefaiors wvvigra 3.0. 103842, 202 89 
AOTC ORI ee Es ed rd Len one Tere Mr cae) Mwy Wie WADA ES Dart N ie ey, 5 ee 10,587,485 05 
Ai@Sria ales aah yritanay Gee Poe aga Pere Re ee Ta et Ne Ns ah cud Siegel ard docs oS ia ae R ec eeeen an 1,557,915 33 
BVANI COU VST se pees errr croft eKe nn ervey mS ARE ce erg rs ME SEAS GR aOR Olle SOP at 8,253,500 21 
AVS HOI pe lie ee ree eee Bas Stee eR Tey NOM hig csp ar Onn ape eS ote lc Sora Meera alee Oey eA TSG eee cep 2,399,400 84 

Hi Deh i [eae wie en ee eR Pa city Pi ate as 0 Acar nk a oe Reet aa $76, 928,922 54 
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STATEMENT OF LOANS IN FORCE AS AT MARCH 31, 1921 


7 Total disbursements as per disbursement statement..................... $76,928,922 54 
“N'CRTHOC SNEOLOS Eine Bee tek ee nee, o Ree ne eros ae ee serra 2,781,690 90 

f Wie} | RRO NER SAA ne, 58 ne a mAs Oueent $79,710,613 44 

LRsato na ee ee Hr a aN AB SOMA SDA moed. tic tn dk UMC eH rise pat uae 8,174,572 91 

INet liabilities to the boarders. ace ee ee eee eriete cae aetna $71,536,040 53 


STATEMENT OF INTEREST TO MARCH 31, 


Interest charged on land and permanent improvement loans to last 


standard dateles... - 286 beaks ea eae oe eer lec tert $ 
Interest charged on stock and equipment loans to last standard date.... 


1,440,635 59 
16,055 31 


1,456,690 90 


Total interest charged to last standard date.........................45. $ 
Interest accrued to March 31, 1921 (approximate)..................-..0- $ 1,325,000 00 
Approximate total interest to March 31, 1921.....7......................$ 2,781,690 90 


COST OF ADMINISTRATION FORM BOARD’S COMM ENCIMINT, JANUATY 21, 1218 
TO MARCH 31, 1921 


Nature of Expenditure Amount 
$ cts. 
Salaries tet OO wise dichlh vs ode e Adan ee ROR tapes Ae RIN SERRE Cie es RE eee rc re 3, 271,376 46 
Travelling expenses— 
IAG ITTINISETATION esses ed TS eee re ferent ae et) eee ae 127,445 29 
Mandsinspecbion. 5: fn cd Gato doe hee Tene eee, | Reena g ae EE ie 330,692 97 
Mield stpervision...: 8: nbyec Sto eee ee ee ee ee ee 622,928 75 
Ma Tastim ent STAN Clash ee cos fs a ea eae aoe IIe Se 14,977 80 
Home ‘Branch’. 6 ee a ee ee a eee ee ee eee 27,090 85 
4569 1 (270100) 1 OR Brennen YY SS na). Sons, nid cukea dae ed ae Oe ee ne 405 30 
Loan Advisory Board and Qualification Committee. ..................2..0-.-- see eee 129,583 14 
Servicesland appraisers and dishursementsee. ie sone ene nee ee 84, 534 03 
Printing and stationery .9% o. ... Scone ec ee ee eee ee eee 359,376 89 
AG VORUISIN Gg attests tis adie toe yn czoineode aR OEE Er RE PE tr ae eee aera \ 36,495 34 
Ihegal fees'and \disbursem ents 20. saad ee eee eo Te ee es 298,434 26 
OMCErExpenses se P) Te a oo 5A ea en es Oe oer ne ey ee 346,867 40 
Lrainingcentres expenses and CC WIM ent iter eie eet rene te 71,088 69 
cUravelling equipment... 5 i5...g:chatcre cetera aie erect CR ea ae eee ee 208,708 78 
IMiscellaneousis sir «ohio ch ak Re Oe ee rire ah Meas See 83,102 10 
Net costal adiainistra tion)..i'<5 52 eins concerns eee ee 6,013,108 05 
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LIABILITIES AND ASSETS AS AT MARCH 31, 1921 


Particulars 


Outstandimeploans to settlers: couceeceete ets s ot tee eee eee 
Net. Costioliad ministration traits see ue teehee abate ce 


Recoverable Expenditures— 
Matsq um arma geet. Pane aaa ae OP Rey. WES pe ee 
Crossitcld’Rarmt cases san tc Tia Pree et hci dak, CoP: tee 
IETAINCRLV.CL CXPCDSES tS fe ects re eet e te ae ek 
Clearingslan dss figs 2 rece tee SP es teh Be wr a ae bee 
Purchaseindian Resenviert nce aot eer ea 
IBurchasegwacOnss oii re aee enw nine eames Snare bE align 


Expenditure not chargeable to S.S.B.— 
IB ONUs.EXMeN CILURO ssa tere eth is aoe ere asad auclcscinn! sale tes 
Rayan’ allowances anc cite cay Pe ee atop teens 
SGUGeNtSMUnaININ opener iy) en gee tt nee 
Departmentor indian Attairsin4:it 1 yn. on eee 


Assets— 
Soldier Land Settlement Assurance Fund— 
| Salen bOpewlease ee: rere eter Bouse Nene ee 
f Salemiudson bay landsiaeter ieee rie ie 
Sale Doukkhoborlands ine. eee erty Bananite ola eet 


ENCETUCUMIN LELOSL = atthe mire Ten eater neta, Cee 


Expenditure not chargeable to S.S.B. as above.............. 
Net liabilities to Dominion Government.................-. 


1,081 56 


310,000 00 


117,068 24 


Liabilities Assets 


$71,536,040 53 
6,013,108 05 


$ 91,350 73 
14,835 00 
19,511 71 
17,453 51 

325,071 25 


$ 469,303 76 
$530,887 67 
178,926 24 
1,912 47 


1,021,726 38 


$235,845 00 
162,450 00 


$515,363 24 
eee ir Ce 2,781,690 90 


$79,040,178 72|$ 3,297,054 14 
1,021,726 38 
74,721,398 20 


$79,040,178 72/$79,040,178 72 
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CHAPTER V 


DISTRICT OFFICE STATEMENTS 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


STATISTICS TO MARCH 31, 1921 


LOANS 
Total number of settlers to whom loans granted.. .. .. .. .- 313 
Total: amount Of loans Srantedar «25 cis ete eenECeET) Ooie) > 2) Gia em S.UO noo 
No. of settlers— Amount 
44 on privately-owned lands. © 2 9.5) cGiesemenitenenen wn cs ale 20,0011 00 
269 on purchased lands... ys. ath seiee ete ESTEE aime ertay) coleta si 821,149 00 
A Wohl ee EAM oats Wit cis weet yaks a aa eC, cee Me emt mie y ME SeeH CO} chad Orso EAD 
Total loans for purchase of land. cath Mes eerste. ted cose, ae OOS LOO mY 
removal of encumbrances. Mig hewn rey cP ae ras 27,425 25 
uy e ‘~ permanent JMpProvementSa. ecm cs lec eo ke 13,555 00 
- ue Sesstock and) \eqitipnacentinn. wet InNee Loe Ueese sun wick 198,946 75 
Total alse) seek coc Ro eRe eetaen eee) ganthene tees be RED OLOO.! COMO) 
QUALIFICATION 
Totalsnumber of capplicantssqualiiedo., tvemivem cies ekeiel fo en eie 483 
Total number of applicants disqualified. . ake 138 
Total number of applicants in abeyance, recommended ‘for training 21 
Total number, Of sapplicants  disposedusOtenw snus cio wise eters see 642 


REPORT BY THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, N. W. LOWTHER, 
TO DECEMBER 31, 1920 


The Soldier Settlement Board commenced activities in Prince Edward Island in 
the fall of 1918, when J. D. Stewart, K.C., handled a few cases under the regulations 
of the old Act. In March, 1919, the work was taken over by the present superintendent, 
who opened an office in Charlottetown, in the new Riley building, on Queen street, 
where the district office has continued operations up to the present time. 

In order to deal efficiently and expeditiously with the increasing stream of 
applications for qualification, it was considered advisable to appoint an Agricultural 
Committee. The following prominent local agriculturists were accordingly selected 
by Major E. J. Ashton, D.S.O., and rendered very efficient and satisfactory service 
until early in 1920, when the pressure of work was relieved and the committee 
dissolved :— 

A. E. Dewar—Charlottetown Royalty. 
E. B. McLaren—Georgetown. 
C. McLellan—Arlington Lot 14. 


Owing to the further pressure of work, it was soon found necessary to engage 
the services of David G. Laird, B.S.A., as district agriculturist, who filled that 
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position very admirably until he accepted a position in the University of British 
Columbia in September, 1920. He was succeeded in office by C. M. Williams, B.S.A., 
who had been very successful as district agriculturist at St. John, N.B. E. G. Reid 
was engaged as assistant superintendent and accountant and is still retained on 
the staff. The legal work has been divided among three local solicitors, viz:—J. D. 
Stewart, K.C., for Queen’s County; A. F. McQuaid, for King’s County and E. H. 
Strong, returned soldier, for Prince County. 

We were also very fortunate in securing the services of the following men of 
wide commercial experience in real estate conditions in this province, viz:— 


H. O. Hyndman—Charlottetown. 
Frank R. Heartz, Charlottetown. 
J. S. Hinton—Summerside. 


William Cain—New Perth. 


These gentlemen were also selected by Major E. J. Ashton, D.S.O., to aid and 
assist the superintendent in the consideration and disposal of applications for fin- 
ancial assistance. 

We regret to have to record the death of J. S. Hinton, of Summerside, whose 
judgment and experience in land values was of an exceptionally high order. His 
Uiviee to the board was of inestimable value, and a great deal of the credit for the 
satisfactory conditions now existing in this district is due mainly to him. We are 
pleased to report that the two first named members of this Loan Committee continue 
to assist the district office when occasion requires. 


LANDS 


We have not found it necessary to engage Land Appraisers on a yearly basis, 
but have employed them at the rate of five dollars ($5) per day for each day actually 
inspecting. We have had three land Inspectors working for us during the past season. 
However, as soon as the winter sets in, no appraisals are made, since it is almost 
impossible to place an intelligent valuation on a property covered with snow. JI may 
say here that every one of the farms purchased has been fully improved; that is, 
there are buildings already erected and the greater part of the land is cleared. The 
total area held by soldier settlers in this province is 26,225 acres, of which 17,316 
are under cultivation; the average sized farm is 88 acres. 


LOANS 


Out of three hundred and ninety-four (394) applications filed, it was found neces- 
sary to refuse fifty-two (52) chiefly owing to the unsuitability of the property or to an 
excessive sale price. In many of the cases shown as approved, the loan was in the 
first instance refused by reason of the high selling price; if the vendor, however, later 
reduced his price to meet our Inspector’s valuation, the loan was approved providing 
everything else was satisfactory. We have calculated that we have saved soldier settlers 
at least forty-nine thousand two hundred and eighty-eight dollars ($49,288) actual 
cash as a result of reducing the purchase price which had originally been agreeable 
to the applicant. Then, again, in the great majority of cases, the vendor was per- 
suaded to throw in quantities of produce, live stock, machinery, etc. It is very diffi- 
cult to estimate the value of this, but we have placed it at no less than fifteen thou- 
sand dollars ($15,000). 


ADDITIONAL LOANS 


We have received 291 requests for additional assistance, 185 of which have been 
approved, and the remainder refused. Generally, when it is explained to the settler 
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that we can easily grant him an additional loan but the mere fact of our doing so 
will only push him more deeply into debt, we find that he concurs with us. It is inter- 
esting to note that nearly all settlers later agree that our refusal of their application 
for further assistance was in their best interest. 

On new farming equipment, approximately $2,900.76 has been saved settlers up 
to the present through buying such equipment at the special prices arranged for by 
head office. 


ACREAGE AND CROP PRODUCTION 


The total number of acres held by these settlers is 26,225, of which 9,740 acres 
were given over to cultivated crops during the season of 1920. The following is an 
estimate of the total yields of the more important crops during the season :— 


Crop Yield Crop Yield 
WHORES. RES om ees baie 4,100 bush. ELAN ce eMEon Tera iss 8 6 eke a 6,500 tons 
Oats ee tee Pe ne aoe nie OCs 60 One FRO CS er HCee oniie <P 102k) aise era OOM bush. 
Rye land ibarley.. oe sien (ss Ieo.0.0 sms Potatoes ere... 22) pile ee, 00.0 
WVELX CGPS HAT tes. cole sheer et une Luis 


The season was a disappointing one from many standpoints; grain crops were a 
partial failure; in the case of wheat, practically a total failure; potatoes were seriously 
affected with blight in some sections, and prices of all kinds of farm produce were 
disappointingly low. A conservative estimate of the value of field crops produced 
last year by our settlers is $278,120. Dairy and poultry products continue to demand 
very satisfactory prices, but no reliable estimate of the total value of same is available. 


SUPERVISION OF AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS OF SETTLERS 


Since the commencement of operations in this district, 2,393 visits to established 
settlers have been made. 

The province of Prince Edward Island is divided for supervision purposes, into 
three sub-districts corresponding to the counties. Mr. J. W. Callbeck, a highly 
successful and retired farmer, administers Prince county; Captain J. N. McEachern 
is in charge of Kings county, and the settlers in Queens county are supervised entirely 
by the district agriculturist and the district superintendent. Considerable difficulty 
has been experienced in the past in getting satisfactory Field Supervisors. The 
present arrangement, however, suits our situation admirably and is in every respect 
satisfactory. 

Close co-operation is maintained with the local Department of Agriculture, 
Dominion Experimental Farm, and other branches of the Federal Department of 
Agriculture which are represented in this province, in carrying on educational and 
demonstration work. Short courses, organized and financed by the local department, 
are held every winter, various local officials of the board assisting at same and every 
encouragement being given to settlers to attend. During the winter of 1919-20, a 
special short course in domestic science was held in Charlottetown for the wives, 
sisters and other female dependents of soldier settlers. This course was highly 
successful, and a capacity attendance recorded. 

Settlers are encouraged to avail themselves of the many local organizations 
available for co-operative selling of farm products and buying of supplies. Such 
organizations include the Farmers’ Institute, the Prince Edward Island Egg and 
Poultry Association, Canadian Farm. Products, ete., ete. 

Up to the present time, our agricultural supervision policy has been largely 
decided by circumstances; settlers were being established so rapidly it was impossible 
to pay much attention to other details than initial purchases, subsequent disburse- 
ments of loans for stock and equipment and permanent improvements, maintenance 
of security and adjustments. The time has now arrived, however, when this pre- 
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liminary work has been largely completed, and attention may be given to the improve- 
ment of farming methods, improvement of livestock, improvement of home conditions, 
and, generally, raising the standards of our agricultural industry. Among the 
features requiring our immediate attention might be mentioned :— 


Cultural Methods—The education of settlers as to the basic principles under- 
lying soil cultivation to the end that soil fertility may be increased, larger and more 


profitable crops produced and methods followed that are more suitable to the indi- 
vidual case. 


Farm Drainage—This feature is one of outstanding importance to many of our 
settlers. Surveys have been made in some cases but nothing further done owing to the 
very inferior nature of tile available. This industry has now been taken over by the 
Provincial Government and good tile will be procurable shortly, enabling us to 
develop this work. 


Fertilizers—The Provincial Department of Agriculture has recently completed 
arrangements for crushing limestone locally, same to be sold to farmers at cost. We 
are endeavoring to arrange demonstrations with this ground lime on properties of our 
settlers to show the desirability of such applications; special concessions in the way 
of priority of orders, special freight rates, etc., have been promised us-for this purpose. 


} Improvement of Live Stock.—The opportunities for effecting great changes in this 
connection are unlimited; to accomplish results, however, community organization is 
necessary and to this end, we must work with and have the co-operation of other 
farmers in the community with soldier settlers. 

The Provincial Department of Agriculture and the local representatives of 
-branches of the Federal Department have been approached in this connection, and we 
have been assured of their earnest co-operation and assistance. Arrangements are 
now being made to conduct an energetic campaign along the line suggested, but this 
work will necessarily be handicapped through lack of funds. 


COLLECTIONS 


This is a very important phase of our work, and to make a success of soldier 
settlement, it is necessary and essential that the work of collections be handled with 
great diplomacy. The date set for payment in this province is November 1 of each 
year. At this time, the farmer should be doing his fall ploughing and should not be 
interrupted on any account. Settlers have asked us, “ Will we leave our fall ploughing, 
thresh our grain and haul our produce to market, in order to make our payment on 
November 1?” The only answer we can give, providing the settler is making a 
success, is to tell him to carry on with his ploughing. Then, again, our soldier farmers 
plan on selling very little produce in the fall but prefer to carry it over until spring, 
when it commands a much higher price. Our settlers bring this fact to our notice 
and it is very difficult to tell them that they must sell their produce at sacrifice prices. 

_ Through our field work, we hope eventually to get our settlers into a system of farming 
whereby they will not need to sell any of their crop to make payments but will rely 
altogether on the sale of finished products of the farm. In fact, quite a few of the 
settlers are already fairly well established along these lines, but it will take time to get 
the majority worked into this system. ; 

Then the question of semi-annual payments for men engaged in mixed farming 
will require careful consideration. Many requests have been received for the adoption 
of such a system and, believing the principle foundamentally sound, we have advised 
that a part of 1921 payment be made this coming spring. It is felt that the extension 
vf this policy is very advisable in this District and we are working to that end. 

Up to March 31, 1921, 98-5 per cent of the settlers have made payments and 91.3 
per cent of the total amount due has been collected. Fifteen settlers have already 
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made repayments on their stock and equipment loans, although no payment was called 
for, and ten men have prepaid amounts totalling over $10,738.11 on account of the 
loan advanced to them for land. We accordingly feel that our situation regardin: 
collections has been, and is, extremely satisfactory. 


ADJUSTMENTS 


In the matter of adjustments, we have been guided largely by the principle that 
the settler should have every consideration to which his record and performance to 
date entitle him. The policy of giving a settler who has a fighting chance of making 
good the maximum assistance to that end, even to the extent of more or less 
jeopardizing the board’s security, is much to be preferred to the adoption of the 
methods employed by commercial loan companies. 

Each case is, of course, dealt with according to its individual merits, those settlers 
whose industry or honesty was obviously unsound being closed out at once, but, in the 
main, the principle outlined above has been demonstrated to be good business. 

Adjustments in this district, including all the cases in which the original settler 
is no longer on the property, number twenty-nine. The reasons for failure in these 
cases, and the numbers falling within each category are as follows: ill health, 1; 
lack of sincerity, etc., 24; domestic trouble, 3; death, 1. Eighteen of these cases have 
been completed and the loans adjusted. A total of $40,940.79 was disbursed in these 
eighteen cases, and the total amount recovered $42,254.62. The other eleven cases are 
now in varying stages of completion. 


HOME BRANCH 


- We have not yet found it necessary to engage the services of a district director 
for this province; the chief reason has been that the greater majority of our men are 
unmarried. In any cases of hardship that have been discovered, we have found that 
the Field Supervisor has handled the situation in a very admirable manner. We have 
been assisted by the Patriotic Society and find no difficulty in rendering necessary 
assistance. Conditions in this closely settled province are altogether unlike those 
existing in Western Canada. The greater majority of our settlers are living in the 
same community in which they were born and have the advantage of receiving advice 
and assistance from their parents. The value of such circumstances to the wives of 
settlers—particularly, to English brides—is very obvious. 

Reference has already been made to a course in household economies which was 
put on last winter for the benefit of the wives of soldier settlers. 


NOVA SCOTIA 


STATISTICS TO MARCH 31, 1921 


LOANS 

Total number of settlers to whom loans granted... .. .. .. .. .. 361 
Total amount of loansierantediie “laser lve meiieenstlstet creo = cis alsin lec Oucnmiismedses 

No. of settlers Amount 
HS PON DLaVacely =OWIed ANAS. cc asie dels sleet cis ais els do's els es)” Sr O,OmOmed: 
306 on=purchased lands.) 22° sj. 1.6) wie ee eedeetometiol sane tien am SGIGHL bmn 
361 NOTES "cer td als ere ee Tae Ae 3 Mine Mae ples Rash re MUN whe ee ats, SHO Os Tho ee 
Total loans for purchase of land,. .. .. .. «2... .- «. «» «+ $ 770,852 00 
os < ‘aremoval. of encumbrances seaeweitet cil =<, |e) slants 61,264 61 
“ oe ae epermanent 1mprovements: . im meatiies) lsum eerie kalese 51,645 65 
os “ me Stock: and equipmentimeacis cian cereale scl eabeente 316,814 16 
Motalds ctv edwpwewss cies od Meee) ee lee le mS lc Oro ome a 
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QUALIFICATION 
‘ 
Total number of applicants qualified. . 892 
y A Ve 7 disqualified. . Pt) Cath bh aera 504 
ry re < re in abeyance, recommended for training.. 12 
ze 4G ee i CD LCA CO IOd SPO SC OO mE rete te. Ate a uy nk OS, 


REPORT BY DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, R. I. DONALDSON, TO 
DECEMBER 31, 1920 


LANDS 


At the inception of the board, five inspectors were employed on the per diem 
basis. As the working of the board progressed it became clear that fuller and more 
accurate information could be given on the applicant and the land applied for by 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT IN NOVA SCOTIA 


Beautiful farm home of H. A. Francis, near Bridgetown. The apple trees seen in the picture 
yielded 100 barrels, and his returns from butter were $40 a month. 


the field supervisors, and this phase of the work has been handed over to them, except 
in occasional orchard propositions when one of our former land appraisers is employed. 

The average farm purchased consists of 145 acres at an average price per acre 
of $14.71. 


Total acreage purchased, 48,720. 


‘ 


LOANS 


The Loan Committee consists of H. M. N. Stanbury, Manager Canada Permanent 
Mortgage Corporation, the district superintendent, and the district agriculturist. 


The :zeneral average! loan: perssettler iss .< cj bis tbs asst esc em) $9,052) 03 

DHE aVeLas 6x lOOnTONs DULCRASCG Mant. :s" oi ae mkene? Len ee Gale 6. ie sh. Selo. Ol 

te v Claw privately-owmnedl landerec samme to) a oe 1,755 65 
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ADDITIONAL LOANS 


Additional loans are recommended by the field supervisor, who being in active 
service well knows the requirements of the settler. When considering these loans, 
the Loan Committee have before them the record of the settler’s progress to date, and 
in consideration of this and what is necessary for successful operations, the loan is 
granted or declined. 


AGRICULTURAL SUPERVISION 


From the very first, the purchase of stock and equipment was all made under 
supervision, with the object of seeing that the settler purchased only stock suitable 
both in quality and numbers to his requirements. An appointment of a stock and 
equipment representative was made in Mr. W. L. MacFarlane. He inspected and 
purchased everything the settler needed after establishment. It was found very soon 
that one man could not perform this task, therefore an equipment clerk was appointed 
as an inside representative and Mr. MacFarlane worked in the field exclusively. 
Stock was scarce and prices were high, and as stock was urgently required, we had 
difficulty in buying at a reasonable figure. This work of purchasing kept up all 
summer and pretty well along through the winter. In November, 1919, the field 
staff was increased by one, due to the training centre closing, the superintendent 
therefore taking up the work of field supervision. During the winter many settlers 
required hay for their cattle. The winter being long and hard caused more settlers 
to require help for feed. In January, 1920, we found that we had 220 settlers fully 
equipped and ready for spring work. 

To prepare for the spring work, and due to two members of the outside staff 
resigning, the staff was increased by five new men and two temporary assistants, 
giving us ten men in the field.» These men were able to handle the situation and 
having smaller districts were able to give more time both to selecting stock and 
personal attention to individual requirements. 

As settlers who purchased going concerns found that they were purchasing artic'cs 
which were either worn out or of no use, the policy of the board was changed and 
no farms were thereafter purchased as going concerns, but the vendors who had stock 
and equipment suitable for the settler were able to sell such to the board. This gave 
the field supervisor a change to do more efficient work and eliminated the danger of 
settlers loading themselves up with junk before we had a change to help them, 


REDUCED PRICES 


Reduced prices were obtained from the following concerns: Frost & Wood Com- 
pany, Massey-Harris Company, International Harvester Company, Cockshutt Plow 
Company, De Laval Separator Company, R. A. Lister Company, Enterprise Foundry 
Company, McClary Manufacturing Company, Brookfield’s Limited, Chappell Brothers, 
Rhodes Curry Company, J. J. Snook & Company, Halifax Seed Company, Carter’s 
Tested Seeds, Steele Briggs Company, Spraymotor Company, Potato Machinery Com- 
pany, New Brunswick Fence Company, Frost Wire Fence Company, N. S. Fertilizer 
Company, Metallic Roofing Company, and others. 


CLUB ORDERS 


The field supervisors were instructed in arranging for the purchase of spray 
material, fertilizer, and seed, thus effecting a saving to the settlers. 
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PURCHASES 


This office to date has purchased the following with a total saving to the settler 
of $5,492.92. This does not include any savings made by the field man when pur- 
chasing stock and equipment in the country, nor does it include savings effected on 


purchase of new implements prior to date of reports. 
APRIL 1, 1919, TO SEPTEMBER 30, 1920 


Number Average price 

TTGULSCS ete et, Ce OE ER TV ot ee io ce Sloan eee eee cle eee een eee Bar $180 96 
NEL CIUP COWS, arred Creeruee CUES SPEED icliiy le gaa ee Wake eyes oe, 781 83. 15 
OUTCrACAGUICT an lhe brated its eddie Net Neale Lari cd elie cca eee sks 347 43 00 
SIVCC Deri teie. ote fers hho tana vied bef do ya er aon ee ese on ced oape t oaitee war 505 11 29 
SW AITOT faa od eitcne ce eee tte Baru ssMstanelnEh emane fle og daa dg mURcUO owen arin 107 , Passe Ve 
IELOUUT AG ce ee GOP Pipe Lente Aa SRAM oT BEAD ones & Aeteameein nal Oo 1) 0 64 

ARO CAUSA YAMS Sh. Deel a ae re enn Ale peigrec Mer 9s eit eh AOeS falta 2 pO, 40a woo 


SETTLERS 1N TRAINING 


A training centre was opened on the 9th June, 1919, at the Experimental Farm 
at Kentville, and continued all summer. There were at this school twenty-four men, 
eighteen of whom continued their course with a practical farmer, and of these there 
are now five qualified and four established on their farms—two required to make 
payments of which one has been made and one partly. At the closing of this school 
in November, all the men in training were placed with practical’ farmers. There have 
been altogether in training with practical farmers forty-six men. 

Pay and allowances were granted to all those eligible and a total of $6,327.66 to 
November 30 has been paid for this purpose. At present, there are seven settlers in 
training with practical farmers. 


AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS AND FARM MANAGEMENT 


The field men this year ‘have been able to give considerable time to individual 
cases. They have been able to come many times in personal contact with their settlers, 
and have advised and helped them in all phases of their farm management. This has 
had a beneficial result in many ways, such as selling milk or cream to a market where 
they could obtain better prices, better feeding methods, obtaining higher prices for 
farm produce, planning the farm operations in the spring, ete. 

Several letters were forwarded to settlers dealing with subjects important at that 
particular period of the year. Letters forwarded by one supervisor to his settlers 
dealing with increased greenfeeds increased the returns of settlers in his district 
approximately by $300. 

A Live-stock Club was organized in Colchester county and two cow-testing associ- 
ations formed, while in the valley the settlers were urged to join the fruit companies, 
which many of them did; this gives the advantage of co-operative buying and selling. 

During the past summer, we have found it necessary to retake several farms from 
settlers who were obligéd to give up farming or broke their agreements with the 
board. This necessitated much work and time due to the attention required in caring 
for our stock and seeing that the equipment and other property of the board were 
properly looked after. 

Due to the work becoming less urgent and not as many men being established, the 
supervision staff has gradually been cut down to five, but in spite of this fact the field 
supervisors have made to settlers as many as 8,138 visits which do not include the 
many visits made to other than settlers in connection with their work. 


ADJUSTMENTS 
NUNIT ers Ofc OMI leLed a CHSCs pom haere iim) i sites Sa Retee tah” nce 5 
AMMO MIG VeESECC mint COMM IOLCUSCASEShey Stihs.. mul, Eanes Gols ale cee $18,013 70 
MO MuMtL healiZeg. ime COMmplecedaCaSeSts uma. wulennberR ise airs aaa $18,908 99 
INGIMbERtOm salyagetcases Lincompletenun « i) tcle. cise ee se) ae coe. oeke 23 
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For the main part, the failure to make good has been due to the man himself. In 
two or three cases, the land was not suitable for soldier settlement, but a man with 
initiative might have made something of it. Three men were obliged to give up on 
the wife’s account, and one settler died. 


ACCOUNTING 


This branch is responsible for the proper accounting records of all settlers’ loans, 
also for the proper records of contingency and expense accounts. The accounting 
system installed at this office has proved satisfactory, and we find that this system 
enables us accurately to record all financial transactions. 


LEGAL BRANCH 


The legal work has been done by a district sclicitor in the office of the board, 
paid on a salary basis, and by eleven local solicitors throughout the province appointed 
by the Department of Justice and paid according to bills taxed by that department. 

Searches of title and the closing of land purchases and loans on mortgage: outside 
of the County of Halifax have been attended to by the local solicitors acting on the 
instructions of the district solicitor, the latter reviewing the abstracts of title before 
completion of the loans, and preparing the necessary deeds, mortgages and agreements. 

To give figures based on the loans approved in the year would not give a fair 
summary of the year’s work, as necessarily many of the loans approved in 1919 were 
not completed until 1920, while approvals toward the end of 1920 overlap into 1921; 
and in order to give an estimate it is necessary to take the approvals for’1920 assuming 
them to have been completed in the year. Estimating in this way, there were during 
the year 138 searches of title, which include cases of rejections, cases where the loans 
were cancelled after search of title twenty-three, and six cases of additional loans 
where mortgage was held but a short search was necessary to ascertain that no encum- 
brance had been registered since the recording of the board’s first mortgage. Titles 
were not rejected until an effort had been made to cure the defects, and there were 
fourteen titles rejected as incurable, the remaining cancellations being for other reasons. 
Of the 110 searches culminating in loans, 89 were for land purchase and 21 for loans 
on mortgage security. In at least ninety per cent of the initial loans the approvals 
were under two or more classifications necessitating various additional agreements. 

Uncancelled additional loans where the board already held title were approved to 
the number of 145, the greater percentage of which came under two or more classifi- 
cations, and the various necessary agreements were prepared in the board’s office and 
sent to the settlers direct with instructions for execution, namely, Settler’s Agreement 
(Form 19), Stock and Equipment Agreement (Form 60), Charge for Permanent 
Improvements (Form 61), Seed and Fertilizer Agreements (drawn locally) and Feed 
Agreements (drawn locally). In a large number of cases not coming under loan 
approvals, settlers have applied for permission to cut and sell timber, and the neces- 
sary agreements have been drawn and executed. 

Numerous questions have been submitted to the board by applicants and settlers 
affecting property rights, etc., and opinions have been given and disputes adjusted. 
This office has endeavoured, and has been successful, we think, in keeping the settlers 
and the board out of unwise litigation, finding a means wherever possible to effect a 
just and equitable settlement of questions in dispute which have not been few. 

A large part of the legal work has been in connection with Adjustment cases; 
the preparation of notices of intention to rescind, quit claim deeds, rescissions, and 
the numerous problems arising out of the foreclosure proceedings and the disposal 
of salvage property. On this Adjustment work a separate report is given. 
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CROP CONDITIONS 


Generally speaking, this district is fairly prosperous. The falling in price of 
farm products has made it difficult for some settlers to make payments due, especially 
as their budgets for the year were based on much higher prices. However, outside 
of the island of Cape Breton where the drought made the hay crop a failure, and in 
Pictou and Antigonish Counties where all late grain was a failure, in many cases 
being made into oat hay, and the turnip crop was ruined by the aphis, the crops in 
the main were fairly good. ; 

General progress in the preparation for next year’s work has been good. 

Failure of the hay crop in Cape Breton on account of drought will necessitate 
the purchase of hay by some settlers there. Weather conditions during the past 
season were dry, little rain and a great deal of sunshine. This latter made the apple 
crop, although not as large as last year, of a splendid quality. The dry weather at 
this time of the year rather held back ploughing in the early fall, but this was 
completed later, the fall being very open and some rain fell later on. 

The climate and soil are conducive to mixed farming, especially dairying. The 
markets are large, although not always easy of access, but we have a good market in 
our many industrial centres that can take care of much more than is grown now 
especially i in the meat and dairy line. 


STATISTICS 
Crop Amount Value 

LUA Vermeer ead rae hs ees leat oe atic se. cree toe ee 6,930 tons $138,600 00 
I RYOXON ESTE i, wid © GRE OF ON 163d CARES EOL ER ROR a eo ee 108,890 bush. 28,337 40 
TOLALOCS co ab ty -slial, decries ey 28) Dante aie ea cet ambade 60563725 5 63,669 38 
OAL P Renn te ite take) Sie a eke coon ectiens OG Ly la Dts ee 40,113 48 
AMALAWEPE NS, ee A eres Pa a ATO BR Ova RO Ue 630 a 882 00 
IS AVLCVeM RTA to.s ache a ctate tte Hares Cee ae moda Fee SNe Ores 176 40 
OUNCE ale Eads airsin se Oe, aie oncemnts LAST Bot DIC. a Or 
INGA TRG tis aC elle cup kelsey toy deny Mor atk, 13 sie cai ts pu Oh 8. 6,426 00 
Sra eC ee ce te mere ae Sa). ga ae oe RD gl Mammen ck 1,089 90 
GReenyreed sie. site a tea EAP: Ae Ea ae LOMO tons 2,381 40 
PANO) OGG ca aes tees OT] ERE SIGINT Pl oC RE eR EPA Bohs 2,998 m boris: Te 99 

$290,918 02 
New land broken. See BoP oe 248 acres 
Numbers settled on recroved Tends eee td 328 
Number settled on unimproved nae wast Nil. 


Apples—poor estimate, as the counties not used in figures are Kings and Hants. - 


DISTRICT ORGANIZATION—DISTINCTIVE FEATURES 


The district organization consists of a district superintendent, district agricul- 
turist, stock and equipment clerk, loan clerk, accountant, district solicitor, senior 
clerk in charge information, files and pay and allowances; and five stenographers, all 
at the district office at Halifax. The outside staff consists of five field supervisors— 
_one for the four counties of Cape Breton; one for the counties of Pictou and Anti- 
gonish; one for the counties of Colchester and Cumberland; one for the counties of 
Kings, Hants and Halifax; one for the counties: of Annapolis, Yarmouth, Digby, 
Lunenburg and Queens. 
4 There are no settlers in Shelburne or Guysborough counties. These five field 
supervisors, besides the general work of field supervision which means the advising of 
the settler in the many problems that come before him, are also the land appraisers, 
it being considered that the office at Halifax can obtain more accurate data on which 
to grant loans from men continuously in the field. 
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NEW BRUNSWICK 


STATISTICS TO MARCH 31, 1921 


LOANS | - 
Total number of settlers to whom loans granted... .. .. .. .... 491 
Total amount of loans, granted... ca a6 lad eu os tae) | fest OA O04 eo 
No. of settlers Amount 
45co0n privately-owned lands.) ee steerer nner Sates oJ eee ern en 64,682 86 
446--0n -purchased: JandS:.fycuuse. Weieu etme ope oet eae reel Disae f ealieeo ole 
491 TOA) de) 24) A oR Oe en ot ha eee be pa Usman mann . 
Total loans forupurchasevot Vand. + wee Mee: ace le Gua Mine PLA OemO omnes 
“removal of encumbranc CS wearers ee a SSG 37,244 36 
“S NermanenicG ANIDLOVEMENUS a smete errs Meek Siena 29,333 24 
a eStock ANGSequIpMleMta. oa eet Ieee) a ne 401,448 47 
EROS Le cots Scere) <a sn he Sh EE am sLQulue 6 Abbdlay OM eo nears, 
QUALIFICATION 
Totalnumberzof applicants qualitiedia. cename mee as cae eens c eis 5 erro 
os Se a disqualified arc emrs seats bet ce aes ee ee Bis) 
is a a x in abeyance, recommended for training.. 15 
ue - oy es disposed Gok wets. oe cee ts Se Re ee ee 


REPORT BY DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, WILLIAM KERR, TO 
DECEMBER 31, 1920 


LANDS 


We have endeavored to safeguard the interest of all settlers in purchasing land. 
Our inspectors are practical farmers, men who are capable of appraising land, build- 
ings, stock and equipment. Two inspectors have been employed during the season 
of 1920. In addition to these, one field supervisor made the inspections in his district. 
In the spring two of the other supervisors made a few inspections. Two Inspectors 
are still employed—one doing adjustment work, in addition to land inspection the 
other is paid by the day, and works only when required. 


LAND LISTING 


The question of land listing has not been given a great deal of attention this 
season, as we find that the greater number of our applicants are men who have been 
in the province for years, and have in mind a certain locality in which they want to 
locate, and generally have a farm in view before they apply to us. We, of course, have 
endeavored to supply information to men who may come in from other districts, or 
who for any reason are not acquainted with the district in which they wish to locate. 
Our inspectors have turned down many farms; also in many other instances secured a 
reduction in price, or recommended that purchase should not be made unless at a 
lower price than that which the applicant had agreed to pay. 

Our records show an aggregate difference of about $26,871 between the price of 
land applied for and purchase price approved by the board. 


Average acreage of land purchased per settler.. .. .. ...... 138.9 acres. 
Average price per acre, including Sacre Gh oer A Rees 8 Rote Sie SLUstz 
Total acreage purchased.. .. cS ae ae era we, 64,147 acres. 
Total number of inspections made. Reape ne hie Guan e Mhehay «cel tae 652 
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LOANS - 


During the season of 1919, the applications for loans were dealt with by a Loan 
Committee, composed of men who knew land values and also had experience in loan 
business. These men met as often as required, on an average of about once a week 
for the season; more frequent meetings being held in the spring than in the fall 
months. The loan work has been handled largely by the members of our regular staff 
during 1920. We still retain the services of one of the original members of our 
Loan Committee, who assists at most of our loan meetings. The average amount of 
money advanced per settler for all purposes is $3,207.62 on purchased land, and 
$1,234.38 on privately owned land. 


AGRICULTURAL SUPERVISION 


The number and prices of live stock purchased in this district have been about as 
follows :— 


ELORSCS hh 23) che Smee eres Ma eae 858—Average price paid, $165 each 
PAINV COWS ate Tae ws Palak oe a, aia eit als 2,152 = 65 
ORNERICALE GSA ure mr or ieee te eke ais 469 es as 30 
j SHEE Dien. a eirare peniites fbn) ohn remaore 1,182 oe s Ooms 
WUMCR Pre. tt Mie aE creme tea tte teh Nols om ens 791 se 3 Dees ss 
Poultry. ees thi) cas 8,450 “ ss 1 MY 


Causing in all an Arpt aE pay $365,277. 19) 


SUPERVISION OF SETTLERS IN TRAINING 


Many men applied who were not qualified to engage in farming until they were 
given further training. For this purpose a Training Centre was established at the 
Experimental Farm in ‘Fredericton, in the spring of 1919. 

The student farmers were here given a twelve weeks’ course, under qualified 
instructors. The course consisted of practical work and lectures. At the end of 
twelve weeks they were placed with good practical farmers to acquire a better under- 
standing of genera! farm methods. The maintenance of the Training Centre has 
been discontinued, as the number of inexperienced men applying is too small to 
warrant its continuance. Under our present method, when an inexperienced man 
applies for assistance, he is informed that he must take training with a good practical 
farmer. While gaining the necessary experience, he is under the supervision of the 
supervisor in charge of the district, who visits him from time to time reporting 
progress to the district office. If the applicant is considered to be suitable as a 
settler, he is eventually qualified; If not, he is informed that he had better devote his 
attention to some other occupation. 

As soon as the settler is established, the great work of the field supervisor begins; 
that is, to assist the settler in instituting or laying the foundation for a sound policy 
on farm management. In this district the term “mixed farming” might be applied 
generally; different sections, however, specializing in the different branches—such as, 
potato growing, fruit growing, dairy farming and beef raising. Thus it will be seen 
our field supervisors must be men who have a thorough knowledge of agriculture in 
both theory and practice. 

Our supervisors are making a particular effort to encourage settlers to improve 
their livestock by selection and better breeding. In districts where pure bred sires 
are not available an effort is being made to organize live stock clubs, and in this way 
encourage community breeding. 

I wish to state here that the officials of the Paagticidl Department of Agriculture 
have shown a willingness to assist us in every way possible. 

An effort has been made to encourage settlers to keep farm accounts, books being 
supplied for this purpose. A few men are interested and are keeping books, so that 
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at the end of each year they will know just where they stand. We must, however, 
confess that the interest in this very important adjunct to success up to the present is 


not as general as we would wish. 
Up to December 31, 1920, Supervisors in this Province have made in all 2,445 


visits, besides answering ‘all correspondence addressed to them by settlers. 


COLLECTIONS 


Up to December 31, 1920, we have collected 69-4 per cent of the amounts due 
November 1, 1920. 


ADJUSTMENTS 
IMMMbpernot Completed CASES... wus Nels Meedsmttte Ns ieimN sic aeueMNNES pI. tel Soin sol 21 
Amount invested. in'same ns. ic) eeu os ee ee TTS seis Boils ; $60, 854 95 
Amount realized.. .. . See A cielo 25s are OAS Oem 
Number of salvage cases incomplete... BAe Ey On, Oo a eS 20 


In some cases men had to give up their farms on account of their physical 
inability to do the work. In others, illness in the family made a change necessary. 
The main cause of failure, however, has been that the settler was not adapted to farm 
life. 

HOME BRANCH 


The work of this branch was not begun in this district until the middle of July, 
1920. Therefore, it is too soon to say much about results. 

The district director and her assistant have not yet been able to visit all the 
farms. They have endeavoured especially to reach the wives of settlers who are 
strangers in Canada; and also all necessitous cases arising through illness, and those 
who are in need of a special friend. . 

They report that they are welcomed by the settlers’ wives, who express them- 
selves as encouraged and heartened by the sympathetic interest of the Home Branch 
representatives. 

The Women’s Institutes, the Red Cross Society, the I.O.D.E., and the Canadian 
Patriotic Fund officials have heartily co-operated, when appealed to, in the work of 
this department. Material aid has been given where needed. Medical attention has 
been procured for those who were suffering for need of it, and altogether a very 
splendid type of work is being carried on by the Home Department. 

Short courses of two days’ duration are being arranged in the various centres, 
and it is hoped that these will be of value, especially to the newcomers to. Canada and 
others who have not had much experience in farm life. 


GENERAL CONDITIONS 


Up to the autumn of 1920 general conditions were good. "The majority of our 
settlers were making progress. The general reduction in prices has been very discour- 
aging, as the cost of producing all crops grown in 1920 was so very high. Seed and 
fertilizer were purchased at the highest price. Through the spring and summer, very 
high wages had to be paid., These conditions affected particularly our settlers in the 
potato growing section. To make things worse, climate conditions during the planting 
season, and in some cases bad fertilizer, affected the seed, so that a poor stand of crop 
resulted. This, coupled with a rather poor growing season, made the crop very light. 

Hay crops were also light, and in the southern part of the province much marsh 
and low meadow hay was wasted on account of high freshets, causing overflow of the 
low lands. Hay being scarce and high has made it very difficult to dispose of live- 
stock. In some localities it has been impossible to sell cattle at any price. 

It can thus be easily seen that the season of 1920 has been rather a discouraging 
one for men who have just begun to farm. Our settlers are, however, for the most 
part, optimistic and feel confident that they will eventually succeed. 
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The area of new land brought under cultivation in this province has not been 
very much. Raw land in this district means bush or woodland, and no great effort 


has been made to induce men to take up these lands. 


We have, however, purchased 


many farms that were lying practically untilled on account of being occupied by 


men unable to operate them, or owned by non-residents. 


By placing young and 


energetic men on farms of this class, many acres that were lying idle have been 


made to produce. 


We estimate the area under cultivation, oceupied by soldier settlers in this 
district at 17,410 acres, which produced crops valued at approximately $449,577. 


This is made up as follows :— 


Crop Acres 
Wheat. . 333 
Oatste 4,651 
Barley.. ETT Hd IMPS TCO ee aR 44 
MESO Oral 1 g4 eee wee Feith otc dete 20 
Green feed.. : 66 
Hay. ; Sete 8,478 
Turnips, mangels, Rotor, RON CSA TE 462 
Potatoes..-.. NUS Uk CN CART HOE ee UIE 
Other vegetables, BENET ae ee sane wes D2 
Apples. TS A Peni hae, Ber ee OFF, 
Small fruits. Bae fe 30 

J ; Other. crops (arg ely buckwheaty: 870 
17,410 
QUEBEC 


Yield 


4,840 bush. 


ein as 


5.0.0 i—, toe 

278 tons 
OO Dn ee 
PSS, ee 


168,550 bush. 


2,000 bbls. 
90). “4 
30,800 qts. 


STATISTICS TO MARCH 31,1921 


_ Loans 


‘Total Maier of settlers to whom loans granted. 


Total amount of loans granted. 


No, of Settlers 


11 on privately-owned lands.. 
330 on purchased lands... .. .. we 


341 


otal. 


Total loans for purchase of land. Bie 
“a removal of encumbrances. 

permanent improvements. . 

stock and equipment.. , 


Morailien 


QUALIFICATION 
Total number of applicants qualified.. 


¥ a4 disqualified. . 
ee ‘“ in abeyance, 
training.. 


Total number of applicants disposed of.. 


REPORT BY DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, F. G. FORSTER, 
1920 


DECEMBER 31, 


recommended 


Selling value 


$ 69,695 00 
59,256 
662 
200 
2,034 
224,100 
14,100 
108,500 
6,000 
OO) 
8,140 
10,000 


Se 


$449,577 00 


341 
$1,744,991 46 


Amount 


$ 628,744 92 
1,716,246 54 


-. $1,744,991 46 


for 


$1,158,157 
16,622 
76,011 
494,200 


32 
10g 
Ni) 
80 


Ais) 


For administration purposes the district of Sherbrooke comprises the whole of 
the province of Quebee with the exception of that portion which lies north of the St. 
Lawrence river and west of the western boundary of the county of Joliette. 
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PRICE REDUCTIONS 


Jn the purchase of land for soldier settlers a saving has been effected amounting 
to $37,140 or approximately 8 per cent. The average cost of land per acre was $34.19 
and the total area 33,841 acres, with an average per settler of 116 acres. 


ADDITIONAL LOANS . 


Applications for additional loans are carefully scrutinized, because it is the policy 
of this office to foster the spirit of economy among the settlers by discouraging all 
but the most necessary expenditures. Settlers are urged to make minor repairs 
themselves and also to provide the smaller articles of equipment. All expenditures 
of additional loans have to have the approval of the field supervisor before being 
sanctioned. 


SOLDIER SETTLERS’ EXHIBIT AT SHERBROOKE FAIR 


Twenty settlers in the Sherbrooke District exhibited farm produce in a special section of 
Machinery Hall, and upwards of 16,000 people viewed the splendid specimens displayed. 


Six money prizes were awarded, the first of $30 going to H. T. A. Webster of Lennox- 
ville. 


AGRICULTURAL SUPERVISION (STOCK AND EQUIPMENT) 


Shortly after the inception of the board it became obvious that careful super- 
vision was required in the purchase of stock and equipment for settlers; otherwise. 
old and unserviceable stock, and worn out machinery would be purchased for settlers 
and would mean considerable loss in the near future. For this reason all stock and 
equipment now purchased for settlers must conform to standards laid down as to age, 
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weight, etc. As a result the board is now procuring a much better grade of stock 
and its security is not so quickly depreciated nor is it affected to such an extent by 
market fluctuations. 

The following stock and equipment purchased for settlers in this district :— 


STOCK 
Kind Number Cost price Average price 
TNORSOSM ars rite om peat tae he! PN 1k 643 $ 83,124 99 129 28 
ID IVE CONS ire nie citbe en a nictiaee ny A) Sneha Dadar, 159; 192923 723) ALS) 
O°NerE Ca tule samen icv NE TEE ERS Tee LEGG 45,606 00 27 39 
SINE CDE RMD yam eatin vest ee Hoe ee ka dingas yf) 750 9,006 22 iy Dal 
SWiAIte Pac mtaal fear e eth itd us eaad BUS 968 1652355 25 IONE CALE 
PROUMLURV Ee | Sear oe ter ie Rie tag: ee bee cee, A Bee 4,398 48 0 91 
EQUIPMENT 


MOcALE COST yan hare aryl G27 Osi wor TOtalmsavane- yee cet cay ee ol GOT 24 


SETTLERS IN TRAINING 


One hundred and eighty-seven applicants were recommended for training at 
Lennoxville Training Centre and eighty-one took advantage of the courses there. 
Eighty-nine men were placed with farmers for practical training. Sixty-five have 
competes their courses and twenty-four are still in training. 


Pay and allowances, $13,047.83. 
Per cent qualified, 28 per cent. 


In the early stages of the work no difficulty was experienced in placing men with 
farmers for training. A number of men did not give entire satisfaction and just at 
present the demand for farm labour has decreased to such an extent that few men 
are now being placed. 


Number of settlers trained, 65. 
Number of settlers in training, 24. 


SUPERVISION 


The staff of field supervisors now in this district has been carefully selected and 
consists of three men with agricultural college training and two retired successful 
farmers. Each man is working in his home district and each one enjoys a very high 
reputation’ for ability and integrity. These men by personal contact with the settlers 
have been able to give valuable advice as to farm management, marketing of stock 
to the best advantage, choice of breeding stdtk, seed, feed, ete. 

Practically every settler has been provided with a farm account book, and the 

majority of the settlers have commenced keeping accounts. 

The: local representative ot the Live Stock Branch has always shown a most 
hearty interest in the work of the board and a commendable willingness to co- operate 
in any way possible. He has personally written to every settler on more than one 
occasion explaining the formation of breeder’s clubs and urging all settlers to become 
members of such clubs. + ° , 

The district stock yard supervisor at Montreal and the U.F.O. officials there have 
all shown a willingness to assist the Board and our settlers in marketing their stock 
co-operatively, and we look forward to being able to do so next year. 

The management of the Sherbrooke Fair kindly gave this office space to hold a 
settlers’ exhibit during the last fall fair. Through the generosity of some of the 
prominent local citizens a prize list of $50 was offered to our settlers for the best 
exhibits of farm produce. Over fifty settlers entered this contest and some most 
creditable exhibits were submitted. Without exception the settlers exhibiting gener- 
ously consented to donate their exhibits to the local hospitals at the conclusion of the 
fair. This phase of our work could be greatly enlarged on next year and no doubt 
excellent, results obtained. 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ON THE LAND 


—— 


Up to the 31st of December, 1920, our field aertisdes made 8,423 offivial visits 


CROP PRODUCTION 


Settlers in this district during the last year produced :— 


AOS hush. rain Valued: ata. mie ee eee eee lady © Grin os > $ 31,782 95 
11,049 tons fodder valued at.. .. eee ee 191,616 00 
30,957 bush. potatoes and vegetables valued. at. ie en ee 27,694 00 
i. 049 tons roots: valwed -aty-. tt) oatmeal ener MEN Ce ie! =) Lacie 4,296 00 

a'G Colts. Valued Btn ca) ite ee ete nc etic CONE fon ont eta sov 640 00 
DEUX DUN hig Ao ie MORES EAM Ass: SO oo ole ol ac Si Oe 14,355 00 

GOs" TaAmMDS..e0Ge: Gace Ss loeb ne SHER ORME SPS Gi" oye vo Ke 718 00 
apa EPA 5 Gn ne An Reni Mirra cick (aoe ees olO Od -ck  Wicwel open ORS 30,266 00 
6.480 poultry.. .... of CE WM em lb ead are 5,184 00 


Tsand cleared to date. 3710 acres. 


ADJUSTMENTS 


This does not include any visits by other members of the local staff. 


The following is a summary of adjustment cases of this ottice up to December 31, 
5 e > 


Number of cases under ae Sy met PER TMA soe Tee | 55 
INUMbDEer -Of "CASES Completed ay ey ame nr eee ete er ene eee eas 10 
Number of cases incomplete. Phe SEER OR oe et olon Solis Gio, sees 45 
Amount invested in completed cases. Bd oa, tars at ae Rd oe $53,323 88 
Amount realized in) completed BGaisesiy-i 1-1 nimmennen ai) aie un oie iste tere 52,355 59 
otaldoas:. -. .. <2. en re Hist Nene tnci tu tee 968 29 


The following is a brief summary of reasons of failure :— 


Wl*health<.. 7-7 snk hare ® MoM POe 2 
Not sufficiently ‘qualified and ‘lack ‘of initiative. This, | [che Mana pel avanreme 23 
ADYoyaaYersi a(n RON ON Ea oo Go mo oe oo Gp St ooo Bod Go oc 4 
Property over- valued. 5 2 
Poor *type of settler placed on poor proposition. . 8 
Abandonment... .. RRA Pitch Miro kc Dy 
Never took possession of farm. es sis 2 
Qualified, but not satisfied with. farming ‘after being established. 3 2 
ONTARIO 
STATISTICS TO MARCH 31, 1921 
se 
LOANS 
Total number of settlers to whom loans granted... .......... 1,442 
Totalvamount of. loans -sTranteG >. A oscar. ween earner Teenie ED OM Sistl aims 
No. of settlers Amount 

94 -om privately-owned lands) fe sm eo te ee Eec ue eeeie ole On Oo omeaicy 
15348 on purchased lands ~ ~ ba si cote te oo to cee ed OES eee see COREL: Caorarimndl 
1,442 Totals. 0 ae ce Sete hee enn, te Ones treo erm 
Total loans for purchase! of Tand\)-) circ ier tei etc nee einer) 0 0.0 Ona 
ve removal of encumbrances. SA~ OE AL en MONE Mors, Co aiol ok oy 138,325 02 

a cf “permanent improvements. . Rots Pete N ce elatey tats Mee ee 235,322 80 

és “  ~stock and. equipment. .o 42,0 ocmamee ecient) akon Lj tOO,c0OmoS 
Totals sa ce ae See eee diese toneae te MO Os OO AO cin es 

QUALIFICATION | A 

Total number of applicants: qualified :....%.., .cicmeeeenste! (a'#y 0 ck outa ee eG 
og Mi : iM disqualified. sium Bee yal ott LAC.) 

ry - “ 3 in abeyance, recommended “for ‘training. . 508 

¢ acre Ss ips disposed Of." .ic5 eee eee slays OBC, eit roc ct mO pened 


78 


DISTRICT OFFICE STATEMENTS 


REPORT BY DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, F. D. SHAVER, TO DECEMBER 
31, 1920 


INSPECTION AND APPRAISAL 


The diversified types of farming in vogue in Ontario have made it necessary that 
a specialist in each line be available for appraisal work. During the busiest part of 
the season twelve inspectors were employed, while five only are retained at present. 

Since the inception of the work, 2,600 inspections including those through the 
sub-offices at Ottawa, Fort William and London, have been made. In each of these 
inspections the settler is protected as far as possible by employing in the first place 
Inspectors who are competent in giving values to land on a basis of their productive 
capacity and by the Inspectors checking the values originally placed by them through 
reference to recent purchases in the district and comparison with information obtain- 
able from neighbours. Reductions in purchase prices asked, amounting to $56,000 
indicate in a measure the extent of the protection settlers are receiving through 
inspection by the board. 

On the 2,600 inspections made, 1,738 reports were given favourable consideration. 
involving the purchase of 127,403 acres, and the advancing of amounts for the removal 
of encumbrances on 9,092 acres. The average acreage purchased for settlers has been 
ninety-one and the average per settler on which advances have been granted for the 
removal of encumbrances has been ninety-three. 

The average price paid per acre for land purchased for settlers is $40.03 and the 
average advance per acre for the removal of encumbrances of $16.43. 

The average loan per settler for land purchase alone is approximately $3,400. 

Loans 


Generaltaveragegloanh per Settlers smear ays ae, fue aoe $4,236 
Average per settler of total loans on— 
(a) ULC ASCAOIA ING? Seema <7 Matec ey ot.” Robem cone eae ne ia ee tL: 
Gb) sPrivately-owned landwnr sisi athew ay on 


STOCK AND EQUIPMENT 


Up to December 31, 1920, $1,276 266.34 has been expended for the purchase of 
stock and equipment, divided as follows: $721,088.22 for stock and $555,178.12 for 
equipment. In the purchase of equipment through arrangements made with imple- 
ment firms, dealers, etc., $24,844.43 has been saved to the settlers, and we have little 
doubt that in addition to the elimination of the purchasing of undesirable stock. 
there has been a saving on the stock purchased by an amount much in excess of that 
on equipment. The expenditure for stock purchased for settlers in Toronto district :-— 


ie cehorseseat ankaveragce  price-ofe. wialsenie. 1k omen $142 00 each 
DON COWSFALL ATMA Verate WpPTIiCe COL awa. a ict cnl ee, QOL Sie wc’ 
1,785 other cattle at an average price of.. .. .... .. 40 41 per head 
Ssaesheepmat anwaverareupricesofa las a: 161. a ne ee 14 75 s 
Li eSWiNey Ean AVeLacouprice .OL: 1 Gs) Aw lon sac ee 18 06 ee 
ieee DOU Ya atan a VerazespricelOl ais cus ae miei k ee 0 76 each 
SUPERVISION 


Up to November 30, 1920, $44,768.79 has been paid to the dependents of settlers 
receiving training, of which $21,439.36 has been expended on those who have completed 
training or who have discontinued. This amount has been disbursed among 180 men, 
of whom sixty-three have qualified, ninety-three have been disqualified, sixteen have 
not been finally disposed of, and eight have temporarily discontinued. This latter 
amount does not include the amount paid to settlers in training whose allowances 
have ceased because of the expiration of the period during which they were granted 
but who are continuing training without allowances. It also does not include the 
amount paid to settlers in training who have been transferred to other districts before 
completing their course. On November 30, there were eighty-seven settlers still in 
training who were receiving allowances. ; 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ON THE LAND 


Of the sixty-three settlers qualified after receiving training, twenty-seven have 
been established on farms, seventeen have applied for loans but are not yet estab- 


lished, and nineteen have not yet applied. 


COLLECTIONS 


The success of the Act may best be judged by the collection returns. Of the 
1,357 established settlers, 1,128 had payments.due on November 1, 1920, totalling 
$217,878.53. On December 31, 776 or 68-8 per cent had met their payments of 
$130,780.48 in full, while 188 or 16-6 per cent had paid in $25,000 on account. 
Seventy-eight of the most successful settlers exceeded their land payment by 
$12,988.68 with six others, reducing their stock and equipment loans by $596.09. 

During the life of the office, thirty-three settlers have discharged their total 
indebtedness of $98,873.12 

The calibre of the settlers may be gauged by the fact that after issuing two 
notices, but four settlers have failed to reply. 

Out of 254 requests for deferment of payments, 174 were granted. 

In view of the prevailing low prices and poor markets, the policy followed has 
been to allow any settler who is considered to be a good moral risk, and who is 
making a real endeavour to succeed, as much leniency as is considered advisable. 
Every effort is being made to keep the number of adjustment cases as low as possible. 


ADJUSTMENTS 
To date there are to report eighty-eight definite salvage cases, with the probability 
of this number being increased to the hundred mark before many months, by the 
adjustment of annual payment delinquents who have previously been reported as 
probable failures. 


Of the eighty-eight listed, forty-two have received definite action since the | 


department has been organized. The balance are not suffering through inaction as 
the board’s security is being protected and immediate action was unnecessary. These 
will be taken in tunr as time permits. _ Urgent cases are receiving immediate 
attention. 

Of the forty-two the stock and equipment of twenty-three has been sold. There 
are at least ten more where sales are being held, or information is being obtained 
regarding missing articles. These thirty-three cases are now ready for the posting 
of notices calling for tenders for the property. 

There are fifteen completed cases for which an expenditure of $54,898.24 has 
been made and $52,913.44 has been recovered. From this it will be noted that the 
average loss per case is $132. In addition to the fifteen above, there are a number of 
transfers to soldier settlers in various stages of completion. 

There have been three distinct reasons necessitating adjustment proceedings :— 

1. The recurrence of war disability. 

2. Poor settler through lack of initiative, industry and thrift with an almost 
inevitable unproductive property. Few thrifty settlers located on unproductive 
propositions. 

3. Wilful abandonment, owing to the settler or his wife, or both, becoming dis- 
satisfied with farming, from unknown causes. 


HOME BRANCH 


In the district there are 725 married settlers and so far about 500 visits have 
been made by Home Branch representatives. In a number of cases, a settler has 
been visited more than once. Bulletins or magazines (sometimes especially 
requested) have been sent to practically all of the settlers visited—also to others 
when requests from supervisors have come in. (It might be stated that in a great 
many cases it has been proved that the bulletins are really used and appreciated.) 
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About thirty-five or forty large parcels of new or second-hand clothing have 
been sent to settlers who were. im need. In addition to this, about thirty families 
have been supplied with parcels of clothing, wool, flannelette, etc., through the Red 
Cross, Women’s Institutes, and other organizations.. Five or six layettes have been 
furnished for women who would otherwise have had Practically nothing for their 
babies. 

Large Christmas parcels, containing OlWueemes Sees dolls, toys, books and 
games, and a few new articles of clothing, were sent to fifty families, representing 
194 children, by the Toronto staff of the Soldier Settlement Board, with the 
co-operation of the Home Branch. © 

Three Domestic Science courses have been given in Ontario, one at Guelph in 
June, 1920, another at New Liskeard in November, 1920, and a third at Simcoe in 
January. 

Payment of doctor’s bills for about fifteen families has been obtained through 
the Red Cross and Canadian Patriotic Societies. 

’ As far as possible each family with whom the Home Branch has come in contact 
has been considered sympathetically and individually, and all the encouragement 
and assistance possible given. 

LEGAL 


} During the past nine months in over 1,300 cases documents of title have been 
forwarded to head office and the necessary check of agreements has been made. 

Insurance-——On the 1st April, 1920, there were approximately 1,200 approved 
loans, and at the close of the year this number had increased to over 1,700. This 
number, of course, includes loans transferred from the Ottawa district office, and a 
number of these are still being adjusted. 

The insurance in force December 31 amounted to $4,021,404, of which amount 
$650,000 covered stock and equipment and the balance buildings. This was placed 
at a cost of $72,580.98, of which amount the board advanced $39,400. Of this amount 
there was outstanding, on the 1st November, $22,877.35. This amount has been 
reduced to $6,678.45 at the end of the year. 

The fire loss for the year ending December 31, 1920, amounted to $15,974.33, 
nearly all of which has been received from the companies. None of the settlers who 
suffered loss by fire has been salvaged, although one is discontinuing operations 
and, of his loan of $4,500 advanced by the board, $3,900 has been recovered from the 
insurance company. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 


Through a crop return which was below the average, and on which the majority 
of our settlers were solely dependent, the settlers began the winter of 1919-20 under 
a handicap. The spring of 1920 witnessed the price of all seed grain and feed 
abnormally high. However, although in the early part of the season the outlook 
was not promising, more favourable weather conditions during July resulted in a 
generally good harvest, enabling the majority of the settlers to meet their obliga- 
tions in full, and begin the winter under much better circumstances than the pre- 
vious year. In the Niagara district a violent electrical storm, accompanied by hail, 
did considerable damage, affecting in all twenty of the settlers. The mild weather 
permitted of most fall ploughing being done, so that with a favourable winter and 
spring the outlook for 1921 is very bright. 

Fruit Farms and Small Holdings——While mixed farming has been encouraged, 
applications for special lines have been dealt with on their merits. Applicants for 
fruit farming have been required to have experience in the particular locality in 
which they wished to settle. The settlement in the Niagara District, and fruit belts 
bordering on the lake, has been extensive. These have been so established that the 
proposition fits the individual and his responsibility increases with his experience. 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ON THE LAND 


As all fruit lands are high priced, running from $150 to $300 per acre, the acreage 
must necessarily be limited, the average holding being about fifteen acres. A number 
have been assisted on straight market gardening and poultry propositions, but this 
combination has not been looked upon with favour in this district, and as a conse- 
quence the number 6o assisted has been small. On the whole, about one hundred 
propositions might be considered as small holdings. 


Special Settlers—Only two settlers have been established under clause 63 of the 
Act, both of these being blind. These settlers were otherwise physically fit and had 
the assistance of parents or wives. Men otherwise disabled have been discouraged as 
much as possible to undertake propositions on which they have to depend upon outside 
aid for performing the necessary farm operations. 


Northern Ontario—Only men who have been born in the district or who have had 
several years’ experience in pioneer life are considered qualified for financial assistance 
in New Ontario. Two hundred and seventy-five of these have been established in the 
northern part and are controlling approximately 30,000 acres. As all unpatented is 
held under control of the Provincial Minister of Lands and Forests, the only lands 
on which assistance can be given are those on which settlement duties have been 
performed and patents have been issued. On such lands now occupied by soldier 
settlers, it is estimated that approximately 1,500 acres have been cleared and brought 
under cultivation. A very promising settlement has been made in the Temiskaming 
district and on the whole the policy of requiring a minimum clearance of thirty acres 
on lands in the district seems to have been sound. 


PRODUCTION 


A careful estimate has been made of the value of the crops produced on the 
130,000 acres held by settlers in this province and the total value amounts to approxi- 
mately $1,500,000 as illustrated by the following statistics: 


ESTIMATED TOTAL PRODUCTION AND eee OF FIELD, ORCHARD AND GARDEN 
CROP 


Estimated Estimated 
Crops Acres total selling 
yield value 
$ cts. 
TA Wile t seam tee. scco Saat) 5 Pe et Oh ah ala oe RCS 3,036 | 54,167 bush. 109,780 73 
Ze DALE: Pear thls ae thle Gaiters. en eras one, Bene eee 16,883 |578,300 “ 297,515 85 
SS Ar le ah Peed Bi sieore eth ee Ie ee ee ON ee, a 1,838 | 48,645 “ 39,555 90 
DRY B See et ae te ae ae ne cae 903 | 12,808 “ 14,780 25 
Bee Lace, SEAR MAR SBR. Bele «ede Mee See Os othe Rae NCEA: 72 27 tons 788 00 
277 bush. 
6. GREASE 5 c7h ssrA e RE e  eoinry ocala ar onetime: 2109 4,360) 6,324 00 
Hct Mixedierains. < seeke ei aeee hse re ek ee nee ee Oe Me 1767, GO K270s eos 42,749 00 
8. Green feed (weight green) 201 284 tons 7,100 00 
PAU ER GEN doi ait AR ARNT aber cel dietiid Seovrs k eretity Gann Mura ere oy ARN 216 1231 |e 2d v4 33 sae 548,361 00 
108 orn Gweight:as fodder) ame ere ae nee a tae ee 2,103 150 isan 85, 264 00 
i 14,138 tons 
die elurnips, mangolas;sucaribeetsar 420-4. a0. n eee eee 669 | 6,892 tons 38,360 00 
TP OLATORS ome eis ete ree Re ee oe ee te ae 1,247 |150,948 bush. 126,197 35 
TaVOther wegetabless ee eases soe Pes. casks sds aerate se eae Aba BA cOOm pce 27,441 38 
14. Apples, peaches and other tree fruits.....................-- 810 | 7,157 bbls \ 
14 tons. 46,685 00 
4,461 bush. 
15. Small fruits (raspberries, strawberries).................... 224 81 tons 36,882 00 
600 bbls. 
1G RODSCCON eddie oimritac eee sions arPiee Aaccdndy carted hee 76 38 tons 22,200 00 
AG OLNETICLODS Wr ator eaters ai eas. « saa Susie ee 4,595 555 tons \ 41,581 00 
14,595 bush. 
DOs 1S2 eee eee cere 1,491,565 46 


~ DISTRICT OFFICE STATEMENTS 


Kind of Stock Number Value 
I PELOUSES cue ten hme tbo ci remiss fos cs Less bie yas icteeaes ‘ 3,252 $ 455,280 
UES CCICACELS peck waar tor re ks, Lanes « The NE 3,317 248,775 
SD QILVECALUC mc ciety me Metin 2.0. coho hy bald eden tas 4,944 494,440 
ASUS WANG s ust sine hab els Pac Maia pera ef Tntel netics 5,510 82,650 
BS BSCD cmpstegs plied LaeNee xe score tack hey acme ee eS 1,643 19,716 
GU POULL icc nee ree Mais Payoh ae brand Lede ete adenine 50,177 401,416 
$1,702,277 
MANITOBA 
STATISTICS TO MARCH 31, 1921 
LOANS 
Total number of settlers to whom loans granted.. .. .. .... 3,231 
Totalvamountofeloanseranteds GR A)6 18. oki. wae sk) 0 oy $13544554605,47, 
Number of settlers— Amount 
SSOMOMEDOMINLOME LATER Sp rcucia 04 UL Sumataye lieu ay Meeetimcidets tie ous eaten “Sie, 4.8.9.9 GAOS 
' 183 on privately-owned lands. MAG ERE CS ND. cha “cei te YOMM sel HEM Due vols 502,335 09 
2 LO ZeOUsDULCHASCOMANOGS ered ia, ft einen!) ss) roars kes eee de 459.7 28) 75. 
3ezol LOUaleeemare tibet yee oy Sha Ee ae oe eee Loe AO OCAT. 
Total loans for purchase of land.. .. shoo mor | 65 08 GR Bie le spe lt 
removal of encumbrances. Ligh b teFameuanacneee tetas 202,881 32 
oe permanent improvements. PP Se hee cue nee 2,105,750 60 
ee BLOCK ANGLEQUIDIMENT Ca: lac) ais, BHR Oi oes 4,226,466 41 
Ocal Teetak okay uote lal ce ee amet eo 445.46. 00 4 7 
QUALIFICATION 
Total number OE Choon miVopewnseela. bs oo oo ao ool oes ole 7,512 
‘g disqualified. AolVold How p's goo pio. 1a 6 1,015 
sé e in abeyance, recommended for 
training. eee eee aie eh 3878 
Total number of applicants disposed of.. .. .... .. 8,905 


REPORT BY THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, F. J. FREER, 
TO DECEMBER 381, 1920 


AREA OF DISTRICT 


The Winnipeg District office is responsible for the administration of the work 
of the Soldier Settlement Board in the province of Manitoba. 


LAND APPRAISAL 


During the busy season of the current year this office employed twenty-one expert 
land appraisers. Each of these men had previously had wide practical experience in. 
land appraisal and all phases of agricultural activity. 

The appraisers during the past two seasons inspected and appraised 5,643 farming: 
units comprising a total acreage of 1,054,410 acres. The district office has conse- 
quently a very comprehensive and valuable record of lands in all districts of Manitoba. 

In addition to dealing with routine applications for loan this district office has 
maintained an extensive Land Listing Department. Many returned soldiers have 
appeared at the district office with no particular proposition in mind and have been 
able to locate themselves through the service of our Land Listing Department. 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ON THE LAND 


LOANS 


In purchase loans the average amount of land purchased per settler in this dis- 
trict is 181 acres and the average price per acre is $17.55. 

The average loan per settler is $4,109.57. 

On the following classes of land the average loan per gettler is:— 


(a) Purchased landsx: 4... + 1d Se ee recs S Osa biases 
(b) Privately-owned land. ain Wak) Soe Leetvhe i RMT eee eens. Cas) ek, aie 2,612 19 
(oyeDominion Wand... "ss %.« (6 eee the an Codste) MONOMER RiteRe mice) cote ys here 1,661 36 


PURCHASE OF STOCK AND EQUIPMEN1 


The following figures set forth the purchase of live stock made under the super- 
vision of the field staff of this district for the period from April 1, 1919, to December 


31, 1920:— 
Live stock Number Total cost Average cost 
HIOrSses.2s- . Gs sige. ce ers ats) osha, Pek aOR eke $1,149,611 19 $179 29 
Cowsae ett: Ba AMATO | ORCA) 363,572 48 67 08 
Other cattle. Aa Gin oo lw coos Rh Une EZ Ow 89,206 33 37 40 
Swiss cece cc Ph ork ca na) ate” sitedes 854 13,092 38 1533 
Sheep.. madsen eas SORE ORME Fs, = 512 6,927 55 13e63 
DELOVbIRE ahh eee Ue, Re ONICHA MEPS oe Oo) 2M ARe 4) 9,637 70 0 92 


MNoven! (One ore oe .o ee OOo .04 eGo 


The total moneys Bavciesd re mA office for the purchase of stock and equipment. 
and permanent improvements are as follows:— 


Stock andyequipment:... ...3. ci, Guu, CREE bie. Lhwireraa:  So,ooLsooONa 
Permanent, improvements’... <... “ee Meese en coon redeion adc 1,498,880 30 
Totalieects Gof Msisr rats nS ame een a OO Usa LO mann 


The saving effected i the pecan: ee ciomene on equipment and building 
material amounts to $169,982.63. 


SUPERVISION 


To facilitate the work of supervision the province is divided into twenty-two 
supervision districts. These divisions are arranged according to the distribution of 
soldier settlers in the province and according to transportation facilities. A super- 
visor is placed in charge of each district with headquarters at a convenient point in 
the district, and attends to all work in connection with the settlers in that locality. 

The following are the supervision headquarters in Manitoba: Virden, Killarney, 
Carmen, Rosser, Winnipeg S.E., Winnipeg N.E., Stonewall, Portage la Prairie, 
Neepawa, Shoal Lake, Amaranth, Kine Oak Pome Inwood, Arborg, Ericksdale, 
Ashern, Grahamdale, Dauphin, Ste. Rose du Lac, Swan River. 

Since commencement of operations of the Soldier Settlement Board, the field 
supervisors of this province have paid 16,306 visits to soldier settlers, and, in addition 
to this, have made numerous visits to other points to inspect stock and equipment 
being purchased by settlers. 


COLLECTIONS 


The soundness of the financial aspect of the Soldier Settlement scheme in this 
district is plainly indicated by the splendid results secured in the matter of sqllecting 
the payments due October 1, 1920. 

The past season has been a most difficult one for our settlers in this district, ae 
to financial depression, with consequent falling markets. In addition many of these 
settlers have experienced the usual difficulties, hardships, and privations attendant 
upon the first few years of any farming venture. Consequently the moneys collected 
in this district this fall may be considered to represent a gratifying return on the 
public money invested in the Soldier Settlement scheme. 
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ADJUSTMENTS 
Total number of completed adjustments, cases.. .. .. .. .. «- 24 
ATHOUTIUMINVEStOMnn Meier asteh ilsnl sor tpl ricn a Dnt Reiss are fe OL tLe O SOO 
PANTIOUNTRTOMILZCO Re. Petaarele Nts” be oC crel Us tel ahs. ucla nel ob sdsiiot om be ie isis (ote! 45) 3 105,380 00 


In addition there are 188 cases of adjustment that are incomplete. In the majority 
of these cases all stock and equipment has been disposed of but the land has not as 
yet been resold. 

The chief reasons for adjustment cases may be summarized as follows :— 

(a) Bad management by the settler. 

(b) Financial difficulties due chiefly to crop failure, loss of stock, etc., ete. 

(ce) Ill-health. ; 

(d) Dissatisfaction of settler and wife with farm life. 


HOME BRANCH 


During the past season representatives of our Home Branch have visited the 
homes of 902 married settlers. As a result of these visits it has been possible to 
bring many meritorious cases to the attention of relief and patriotic organizations. 


#? 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT IN MANITOBA 


jllustration of the splendid barn and comfortable home of Hmile Keroack on his farm at 
Elm Grove. This settler has 160 acres of Al land. He is a keen worker and as the 
picture shows takes pride in the orderliness of his surroundings. Mr. Keroack served 
in France having enlisted with the 221st Battalion. 


These organizations have afforded our Home Branch the most cordial support 
and co-operation. The Manitoba Patriotic Fund has given relief to the extent of 
approximately $7,000. The Manitoba Red Cross Society has supplied underwear, 
sweaters, stockings, etc., etc., and has in special cases paid for special medical service. 
Two Red Cross outposts have been equipped and nurses supplied in areas where a 
large number of settlers are situated. The Women’s Institutes of Manitoba have 
come forward with splendid support and co-operation. Clothing has been received 
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from twenty-two institutes and eighteen institutes have made cash donations. The 
Y. M. C. A. collects magazines and forwards them to our field supervisors for distri- 
bution in the country. The Publications Branch of the Manitoba Department of 
Agriculture has sent bulletins on Farm Economics to such settlers as desired same. 
The Extension Service of the Department of Agriculture has also co-operated by 
putting on a course in dressmaking in one of the homesteading areas for the benefit 
of the wives of our settlers. 


LEGAL DEPARTMENT 


At the commencement of the board’s operations towards settling the returning 
soldiers on the land the legal work entailed in securing the amounts advanced by the 
board was entrusted to practising solicitors, the work being allocated to one firm 
in each Land Titles District. 

When demobilization began in real earnest and the troops were being returned 
in large numbers there was a consequent enormous increase in applications for the 
benefit of the Act, and the Board decided to discontinue the employment of private 
solicitors, and to try the experiment of installing their own Legal Department in the 
district office which deals with the whole of the province of Manitoba. Accordingly, 
a legal adviser was appointed on May 1, 1919, and the board’s Legal Department 
in Winnipeg commenced to handle all the board’s work on the 12th of May, 1919. 

The staff at first consisted of the legal adviser, a student, and one stenographer. 
During the summer of 1919 applications for loans and for purchase flowed in in 
such an increasing stream that the original staff was found to be much too small to 
handle the work, and the staff was increased by successive stages to meet the 
increasing demand until it reached its maximum, which comprised the legal adviser, 
four qualified solicitors, two clerks, and the necessary stenographic assistance. 

The appointment of different solicitors to each of the numerous Land Titles 
Districts in Manitoba had resulted in a wide dispersion of the board’s transactions 
which had made it impossible with the rush of business to keep in touch with the 
progress of individual loans. The Legal Department in the board’s own offices 
insured a more speedy handling of loans, a more intimate knowledge of their pro- 
gress, and a close correlation between the Loan Committee, the Stock and Equip- 
ment Department, and the more technical end of securing the board’s advances and 
obtaining title for the land purchased. This was particularly important in Manitoba 
because the dual system of titles (namely the Torrens or New System, and the old 
system of common law conveyancing) obtained in this province inevitably produced 
greater difficulty in closing a transaction than in the newer provinces where only the 
Torrens system is in use. 

In the vast majority of cases it was found possible to permit a settler to dis- 
burse his loan award for stock and equipment before the title had been completely 
cleared up, relying on assurances that difficulties would finally be removed. Pre- 
wiously outside solicitors employed by the Board would not report title until the 
purchase was completed, and the settler was delayed in disbursing his stock and 
equipment loan. The board’s own Legal Department has proved to be speedier, 
more convenient for the rest of the office, and far cheaper than the employment of 
outside solicitors. It has further proved of inestimable benefit to all Departments 
to be able to refer to their own solicitor the numerous questions that daily arise, and 
which would otherwise have resulted in mistakes being made which might have bee: 
expensive to the Board, or have necessitated payment of fees to some solicitor for 
his advice. 

Since the ist of May, 1919, the Legal Department has handled a grand total 
of 5,431 loans, involving a total expenditure of $12,232,349.43. 

This has been handled at an average cost per loan of $4.11. 
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In addition to this the board’s Legal Department has acted in cases where 
criminal prosecution has been necessary, and in all litigious matters in which the 
Board has been involved, or in which it has seemed likely that the Board would be 
involved. Advice has been given to settlers on a multiplicity of subjects, and action 
has been taken on their behalf where it has not been necessary for the settler to 
commence a suit. 

The Legal Department has further been consulted in all adjustment cases, and 
has, where necessary, protected the Board’s interest against creditors of the settler 
or other outside parties. 


SPECIAL TRACTS OF LAND 


Riding Mountain Reserve.—Part of the Riding Mountain Forest Reserve known 
as the Clear Lake District, and being parts of townships 19 and 20 in range 19 west, 
has been under consideration by the Soldier Settlement Board and it is proposed 
at an early date to make this tract available for soldier settlement. A very careful 
appraisal of this property has been made by our most competent Land Appraisers. 
It is proposed that this tract of land be divided into about one hundred and twenty- 
seven farming units of from 240 to 320 acres each. It is hoped that the land will be 
thrown open for settlement in the spring. Its close proximity to railway facilities 
and its suitability for mixed farming would appear to make this a most desirable tract 
for soldier settlement purposes. 


School Lands.—At the commencement of the summer of 1920, the board received 
many inquiries regarding those parcels of school lands situated in this province that 
had not been disposed of. Arrangements were made with the provincial authorities 
whereby these lands were made available for soldier settlement at a price fixed by two 
arbitrators, one representing the Provincial Government and the other the district 
of the Soldier Settlement Board. The arbitrators based their findings on the joint 
reports of the land appraisers of the Provincial Government and the Soldier Settle- 
ment Board. About 25 per cent of the lands inspected were found suitable for soldier 
settlement and the arbitrators placed valuations thereon, and these lands were made 
available. About 30 per cent of the lands made available have now been disposed of 
and the balance are available for purchase by qualified soldier settlers. 


GENERAL CONDITIONS IN THIS DISTRICT 


General conditions throughout Manitoba have varied greatly in the different 
sections of the province during the past year. In southwestern Manitoba from the 
international boundary north to approximately township 14, and from the Saskat- 
chewan boundary east to range 15, crops were generally very poor, owing to light rain- 
fall in that area. In districts lying north of township 15 and between lake Winnipeg 
and lake Manitoba the crops were also very light, and, in many cases, a total crop 
failure owing to drought and to frost early in July. Also in the districts east of the 
Red river and south to Winnipeg to the international boundary crops were generally 
poor due to the same cause. In other parts of the province crops have ranged from 
fair to excellent. The hay crop was fairly good all over the province and most of the 
settlers are well supplied. 

The progress made by soldier settlers has, in general, been excellent. Those in 
the districts where there were good crops have, of course, secured a better start and 
made a greater showing than those in the poor crop districts, but even the latter have 
made a very fair showing and by hard work have their farms in splendid condition 
for next year and are on a fair way to becoming successful farmers. 

It is interesting to note that of our total number of 3,228 settlers, 1,986 were 
established on improved land and 1,242 were established on unimproved land. 
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In some of the more newly settled districts where condition of settlement still 
involves considerable pioneering, the progress of settlers is of course much slower than 
in the more developed areas. Such conditions exist in a more or less degree in the 
following districts :— 

(1) Between lake Manitoba and lake Winnipeg, north of township 16. 

(2) West of lake Manitoba, north of township 18, for a distance of 15 to 18 miles 

west of the lake. 

(3) North and east of lake Paniaitiat 

(4) The outskirts of the Swan River District. 

(5) All east of township six, east of the Principal meridian. 

In these districts, most of the soldier settlers are on homestead and soldier grants 
and have loans from the board for improvements and purchase of stock and equip- 
ment. The land in these localities is generally partially wooded or covered with small 
scrub, and in many cases stony, so it requires a lot of hard work and considerable 
time to develop it. Especially is this the case in the area between lake Winnipeg 
and lake Manitoba. 

Unfortunately, some of these districts (particularly those between the lakes) 
suffered a crop failure this year owing to drought and frost, which has made it excep- 
tionally hard for many of the settlers, this being only their first or second year. How- 
ever, they are working hard clearing and improving their land, and will eventually 
play a big part in the development of these large areas of the province. 

It is interesting to note that the soldier settlers in Manitoba have, in the short 
time they have been established, brought 40,000 acres of new land under cutivation 
and during the past season produced 1,645,146 bushels of grain and put up 74,305 
tons of hay. This development and production is, in itself, worth to the country the 
advance made by the Government for the establishment of returned soldiers on the 
land, and is a guarantee that the public moneys invested will be repaid in full. 


PRINCE ALBERT DISTRICT, SASK. 


STATISTICS TO MARCH 31, 1921 


LOANS 
Total number of settlers to whom loans granted .. ........ 1,316 
Totalcamountror doans granted)... ieee acme ascii e ea SS OOO, Loma 
Number of settlers— : Amount 
590 on Dominion land.. .. Stal ose Rgeits Sucre ese hel on Mato «” GED OS OF One OO 
167 on privately- -owned lands. vil BOWE Mev ee eee nda c ACES «ae 300,104 0D 
559 on purchased lands.. Dake odes ae eaa! i een San Aer ache 2,548,117 66 
1,316 ToibalissPE gis) gigas Cee SN eee eer ts SS BER Aa Ole: 
Total loans for es aes Of landia. 125 eis See eee ie ee Se LOLS 0S Sed 
removal of encumbrances BPO, CSO A PMO hoe nd ee 73,907 75 - 

i bs. Permanent ImMpPPYOVEMIENES sm ccutelimcie teen lie) ele 502,369 00 
ss stockiand equipment. 2 S15 ase Gels scan need TOL008FS5, 
NOGA 8 ise ae pee seis. Re Terme RCE Meet tks moO TO Sol Oa 

QUALIFICATION | : 
Total number Of Applicants Qualitied . .1., sis a citeeneme etalon ies) sslvis 1,601 
ss disqualified. . Sereieis Oa Oe eae c. Mare 372 

“ s in abeyance, recommended _ for 

trainin oy. 0 ess como cahod veycacl : 40 
Total number of applicants disposed of.. .. .. ..... 2,013 
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REPORT BY GHE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, F. J. O'LEARY, TO 
DECEMBER 31, 1920 


LAND STATISTICS 


Total amount of lands inspected.. ... 7 sees 6405000 acres 
Total amount of land on which loans have been ‘granteéd.. SUM Odo. ws 
Total amount of land settled on to date by established 
settlers... .. shed Liorey Wath ts neat A moc AOU es 
Total land inspections ‘made, t momo 4,000 quarter-sections 
Number of inspectors employed “when “at maximum, year 
LOBOS ra. PRAGA TAS Tt Ritts Cea Ra ee ieee. oe eee 14 
Total acreage purchased. . ss i ee ates may sk tet 93,600 acres 
Average acreage of land purchased | per settler. Bey Myla ee apelin 208 “ 
Average price per acre.. .. .. State tem SRE nea ore $17 00 


LAND LISTING AND PRICE REDUCTION 


| The Land Listing Branch of the Land and Loan Department has not proved to be 
of any particular utility, as cases wherein an intending settler desires the board to 
locate suitable land are extremely few. Usually the settler has decided on the land 
that he wants before coming to the board. 
Vendors of land to the board are always requested to reduce the original price of 
the land by sums ranging from $200 to $1,000, and it is estimated that at least a 
saving of 7 per cent has been effected on land purchased since the inception of the 
local office, which includes the reduction granted on the C.P.R. and the C.N.R. 
lands to returned soldiers. 


AVERAGE LOAN PER SETTLER, ON: 


Purchased clandan, arms Ge an Mowekie Med cis Bole Gurlecra folseae cmp Oso. 3 1 
Privately-owned ‘land. ae OE abso Pekae ea Lees Peas oe ies) Scaplah eee. ies Melo. ol! 
Dominion land.. .. Saar Meee asics Maye koh aa eee io ermeNe 1,497 72 
General average loan ‘per settler. 5 VE Palas ROR a ee 2,875 20 


AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS : 


STOCK PURCHASED THROUGH THE BOARD 


Approxi- Total 
Year Stock Number mate value Total 
value 

$ cts $ ©= cts $ © cts 
OO Se Sera eared ere om Eidmesine ae, UT te maya: 893 168 51 | 150,488 00 
Cattil6encems ayee do: fe eke - 129 Zeal 60 12 77,976 00 

MRO taller pA ROLEN ST: AE ARE! Pel OREO OEM LO ke eee ene ELD Be Sea 228,464 00 
920) we cre Se eee LOSE Set ett. Ree rae eins eee ou: 1,152 171 98 | 198,129 00 
Mul esis: Ss sur ees eee ae 6 116 66 700 00 
OETA ion oe eee ate ec 22 122572 2,700 00 
(CO WwSiceeaet Re eee ae touene 962 82 19 79,067 00 
Othercattleeseee ere ee 122 41 59 46,665 00 
Seep err ees Mer Peo tie oe 56 | 11 89 666 00 
SWwillen asst: Sah re tet ee 89 17 95 1,598 00 
BOUL, RAS ee ee 1,059 |. 0 99 1,057 00 

PR Otal eee Raee meres eee ecg cee net cnet “al hg ARS shat each een] RR aera Ss 330,582 00 

GPAN tO talseey. seach RATA lee carrey RO Wek sake at s| saad lape azo 559,046 00 
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PURCHASE OF STOCK AND EQUIPMENT 


The combined value of stock and equipment amounts roughly to $1,700,000. A 
discount has been obtained in every possible case and stock and equipment purchased 
for settlers through field supervisors has given very satisfactory results. 

The method adopted by this office of immediately notifying the field supervisor 
when a loan has been approved for a settler, in order that he may get in touch with 
the settler and arrange for the purchase of his stock and equipment, during the period 
in which the loan is being completed by the solicitor, has resulted in protecting both 
the board and the settler from purchasing inferior and unnecessary stock and equip- 


ment. 
economy in purchasing. 


EQUIPMENT PURCHASED THROUGH 


THE BOARD 


This, in my opinion, has been the best arrangement for insuring efficiency and 


Approxi- Total ; 
Equipment Number mate value Total 
value 

$ cts $ cts. $ cts 
SENG ST ce 5 oct ake eee ae ned Sickel dhe ae 186° 150 00 27,900 00 
PTI i hens cheer eens Meee Se on, Salt ape eae 206 130 00 26,780 00 
Warom and" boxtet accra Shae a he oe eee 830 125 00 | 103,750 00 
Gansiplouch Se sie ea a. 30. bs Se ee ee 350 100 00 | 35,000 00 
Sulikye ploughec acuta bite eek yo SLi ee ee ee eee 300 90 00 | 27,000 00 
IMO Wt. Oe er ee nintds x et eitees nan leat Ne ean ee eee 660 75 00 | 49,500 00 
Sleighs Poses... Moa aa es Be de: Ge a eed 320 45 00 | 14,400 00 
DisGie. sere 520 55 00 | 28,600 00 
Tush Drogen ae eek Ree es ee 550 70 00 | 38,500 00 
EAN Ne Se Ltr LOE OME EE Se ge MEM Re ft TR goa 600 38 00 | 22,800 00 
ELST OWS scat een oe eee se yet acy deny oe, eo 520 22 00; 11,440 00 
@reain SeparatOlact vee ne ce cake ek Gers eee 190 80 00 15,200 00 
Harnesss(2/sets)iece vin) cine Beos oe. are ee eee 800 110 00 | 88,000 00 

TRO EET Bec fase bis ost Mage Gb Pees 2 eee Mer Ase ONES Te CE te eh Rn oes oe Acai ope ae fo 488,870 00 

Miscellaneous, including—- 

Smalltfarin tools, pumps; eC y.acy. eo aoe eels ore | ee ne crane tenets | aetna ete eye 10,000 00 

Grand total. io. 6.5 coe Aen Cr eT recreate nel Ree ae 498,870 00 

polsrale eNO I (a (c(e he i Mite enone S|, Ser Sool aoe Semenie nollakebe aaceobs 112,000 00 

amiberdisbursements LOrsyears Ol 9— 19 20 ye ever eareetel| ere ceerese screen eel (ei ciee ette eree ne lero 190,000 00 


ESTIMATED SAVING 


It is estimated that out of the expenditure of $1,700,000 which was disbursed 
for stock and equipment, there would be a saving of 10 per cent to the settler through 


the Board’s power to purchase at reduced rates. 


The same would apply in the case of 


lumber in the Permanent Improvement Account, which amounted to $190,000. 
I estimate that the board saved the settlers $189,000 on the purchase of stock and 


equipment, and permanent improvements. 


SUPERVISION OF SETTLERS IN 


TRAINING 


Canadian settlers trained and now having loans, two; Canadian settlers training 


now, five; Imperial settlers in training, nineteen. 
visited regularly and reports forwarded to this office by the field supervisors. 


The settlers in training are 


They 


are only placed with the best farmers in the various districts, and the wages have 
been satisfactory to all the settlers in training. 
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About nineteen Imperial settlers are at present taking training. None of these 
has yet had sufficient experience to warrant granting a loan, but I believe several 
applications will be received next spring. Only in one case has an unsatisfactory 
report been received on any of the settlers in training, and even in this particular 
case recent reports indicate that he is anxious to make good. The Canadian settlers 
in training have invariably made good. 

The farmers in the district have rendered every assistance in taking and caring 
for these intended settlers. All settlers in training in this district have been afforded 
the same supervision as an established settler. 


SUPERVISION OF ESTABLISHED SETTLERS 


Every supervisor in the field is an experienced farmer. All of them have home- 
steaded and know by experience the difficulties met in pioneer work. The field 
supervisors have received instructions that it is better to remain two or three days 
with a settler, in order to instruct him in the care of stock and equipment and 
general farm management, than to make frequent short visits. In this way the 
field supervisor has a splendid chance of getting into very intimate contact with the 
settler, and this contact can be turned to very useful account afterwards. 

Many of the settlers are keeping a fairly accurate account of their expenditures 
and receipts. It is hoped to establish a more elaborate system with the settlers who 
are capable of keeping accounts. Settlers who are not familiar with farm accounts 
will receive special attention from the field supervisors. 

Several Live Stock Clubs have been formed for the purpose of obtaining pure- 
bred males through the Government, but owing to the slump in the cattle market, it 
has been very difficult to carry on propaganda work of this nature. The supervisors, 
however, are strongly recommending settlers to engage in stock farming, as a side 
issue, so as to lessen the risk from present unstable market. 

The Provincial Department of Agriculture and the Agricultural Department of 
the University of Saskatchewan have offered to assist us with speakers and we 
propose, during the early months of the New Year to have special meetings for the 
benefit of soldier settlers taking up pioneer work. 

Our field supervisors carry on 90 per cent of the veterinary work in the district. 

Seven thousand six hundred visits have been carried out by the field supervisors 
since the inception of this office. 


HOME BRANCH 


IMarricdescttlersoe er tet eee cee Co ChE OL eins Soo. OSS 
Nationality— 
ESP UC IS Werevtes, ev ete eh i oben a een GGhl ake” Leg “Ce Tae ie rie ees SiG 
CANARIA Ty Mis hive Neh case: coher OS hes OA Seen ty MAN clint 5 160 
American.. .. > SR tiers. Ratebone vet prema Brahe «8 es 4 27 
Other nationalities. od Pals REESE RIG) Rady Peon ed ine ey tats 34 
538 
Overseas! brides 3. “G20 Sipe frei ee Schaar Aid este Sy ees) So ease oe 164 
Children... .. DA ne TERR ke lene not 15002 
Number of visits made. to ‘date. Se an Ee Cee kane. eee OO 


The activities of the Home aS since first organized in July, 1919, have 
been many and varied, being decided by the requests received for assistance and 
information. They can be classified under four general headings: Educational, 
Medical, Technical and Information. 


Education—Training courses covering all branches of /Home-Making held 
under the direction of the university come first. We are planning for three of these 
courses during tlie winter, and had ten of our settlers’ wives attend a six weeks’ 


course in Saskatoon this summer. 
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Seven tr avelling libraries have been sent out where the settlers are closely located. 
Over fifty individual families receive magazines regularly. Where families of 
children are too far from a school to attend, we secure assistance in arranging a 
course of study so the mother or older sister may carry on. 


Medical.—Assistance is secured through the Patriotic Society where. it is 
needed, and for financial reasons could not be otherwise provided.. Sixty cases have 
been handled in this office. Doctors’ advice is secured when needed, especially 
relating to child-welfare. We have established two district nurses and one Red 
Cross Hospital, two more following in the spring. 


Technical.—Covers definite information and assistance in connection with 
cooking, dairying, sewing, etc. Hundreds of bulletins have. been sent out giving 
detailed and specific information, as well as personal assistance given. 


General Information.—Is hard to define; whatever question is asked is answered, 
and if the answer lies with some other organization, correspondence is started in the 
right channels. Lost baggage has been traced, gratuities secured, employment found; 
information secured on selling houses, War Bonds, obtaining divorces, re-uniting 
parents and children, getting relatives out from England, and any of the hundred- 
and-one questions which may arise. 

Associated Bodies have always cheerfully and generously co-operated with us. 
These are: Patriotic Fund, with money grants where the cases warrant it; Red Cross, 
with medical service, money and clothing; I. O. D. E., educationally; W. G. G. A., 
provides reading matter; H. M. C., welcomes new members to the district; Rotary 
Club, assists with local enterprise; Provincial Government sends out free libraries of 
fifty volumes. 


ADJUSTMENTS 
Number of cases recommended for adjustment.. .. .. .. .. «2 «2 ee oe 50 
Number lof calses under sOpServaltiONn.. +a meena Koren cre Nene atei ot te oie eden 12 


Reasons for Adjustment.—Desertion, 20; Request, 10; Illness, 7; Family 
ase 5; Inability to farm, 4; Deceased, 8; Ponteoncnt 1; total, 50. 
Number of completed cases with land and stock and Aittechian 


GISDOSEA OL sr. fe atasc Gielen eat Lear occa Meri eet omstse terey ails ROOT Certs 3 
Amount invested. A tee ae SRR Aes eet ©. ee US, 1A. Se 794 Cas " 
Amount realized... .. . eC iy etc co. tke fore eee 1,794 48 
Number of cases incomplete. ae ae 47 
Number of cases where stock and equipment have ‘been 1 disposed 

Of sbutenotithe, land sewn : : Rae ror 30 


Classification of ee —On ree es ih ate 11; on Crown lands, 39; 
total, 50. 
LEGAL 


The Legal Department was first organized on the 15th November, 1919. Prior 
to that date all the legal work for the board was done by two firms of solicitors in this 
city, namely, Messrs. Lindsay and Hutcheon and Messrs. Muleaster and Heap. Their 
charges for the work performed for the board were fixed by a Tariff of Fees authorized 
by the board. 

The present staff consists of a district solicitor and assistant solicitor, one law 
student and two stenographers. This is the smallest staff during the history of the 
Department. The largest was employed during the summer months and consisted of 
a district solicitor, two assistant solicitors, one law student, two clerks and five steno- 


graphers. 
NIC AHlOANS Fare es ets Beare ok ee ee ees . See. 727 
Addition alplOaANBcnweho oF inn cheRs ta Mme scrim Mime Cate alas Siders eS 
Cancelled OMNIS. « wut ticle cis, errs eiey ere adie Morey RM Eee eee ae eee eee 54 


MMe RU eer yO eGR! et oo oS. OO ee soe OR ee Kaela TES) 
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All questions relating to taxes and insurance are dealt with by this department. 


Salaries and bonuses—December 31, 1920.. Me SORAM ede se oe FOS, 19789 
Loans handled... .. .. Brae A, a3 MALS ciiCG acho. Ch ce RN BEC AES 1,309 
Average cost to board. per loan. LL by Reel. tebe ee iete ae ais $10 00 


GENERAL CONDITIONS 


The general conditions existing in the Prince Albert District are more favourable 
at the present time than they have been since the inception of the Soldier Settlement 
Board scheme. 

Crops were light last year, but an exceptionally open fall permitted much 
ploughing to be done, and large areas now await only the advent of spring till seeding 
is commenced. 

Feed is plentiful and very few settlers have not sufficient to carry them through, 
horses are well fed and will be in good condition for spring work. Few deaths have 
been reported either of horses or cattle. Heavy fall rains have given sufficient 
moisture to give the crops a good send off and given an average rainfall this year, 
good crops should be obtained. 

'  Shellbrook and Prince Albert South sub-districts are most adversely affected by 
drought, as the former has much light land and the latter i is an old district, in many 
places infested with weeds. 

Transportation facilities in Tisdale north and Prince Albert north are poor, 
and a railway operated at an early date would be of untold benefit to these areas. A 
line from Turtleford to Shellbrook would open up a very fine tract of country. The 
centre of this district is fifty miles from railway facilities yet settlers are favourably 
reported upon. 

Considering the facts that the greatest part of our settlers took up land when 
prices were at the peak, that the winter of 1919-20 was one of the severest on record, 
and that this fall they experienced a slump in farm produce values, we have every 
reason to feel gratified at the showing made by the settlers. They are entering 1921 
with bright prospects, and with careful piloting I have no doubt about the eventual 
success of 80 per cent of those on the land. 


NEW TRACTS OF LAND OPENED FOR SETTLEMENT 


Paddockwood is 26 miles north of ‘Prince Albert—timbered country—black and 
white poplar, 2 inches to 8 inches, scattered. ‘First-class soil—chocolate loam. Rail- 
road, Prince Albert-Paddockwood, under construction, steel to be laid next year. 

Loans granted, conditional to settler having 5 to 10 acres cleared. Loans only 
granted for stock and equipment and permanent improvements. 

The district has a school, hospital, and a good main road from Prince Albert. 

One hundred and fifty settlers were established on the land in this district. 
Most of the settlers have erected log buildings, dug wells and erected fences. They 
all show evidence of making good. 


INDIAN LANDS 


The following Indian Reserves were opened for settlement in August, 1920:— 


Mistawasis.—Ten settlers have been established on this reserve to date, and 
now occupy 2,802 acres. 
This is a parky country; soil, dark loam; good roads, close to market, close 
roads and good fresh water. 
All the settlers have broken from 20 to 60 acres, which are ready for seeding in 
the spring. 
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Muskeg Lake—FEleven settlers have been established on this reserve, since 
August 1920, and now occupy 2,628 acres of land. 

This is a very open country; soil, dark loam; good roads, close to market, close 
to railway. 

All the settlers have broken from 20 to 60 acres of the land, which is ready for 
seeding in the spring. 


School Lands.—We have purchased 18,420 acres of school land and this land is 
considered the best we have in the district. The purchase of school land is scattered 
from our western boundary to the eastern. 


Hudson Bay Lands.—The board has disposed of 2,720 acres of former Hudson 
Bay land, in the Battleford-Turtleford District, to soldier settlers. 


Porcupine Reserve.—This settlement lies 8 miles south of the station of Prairie 
River—the first settler being 15 miles by road. The land intervening is of a good 
quality, covered with heavy timber now held as forest reserve. The land in the 
Porcupine Reserve is of good quality, light chocolate loam, covered fairly thickly 
with a medium light poplar, 2 to 3 years’ growth, and willow. There are patches of 
heavier timber through the centre of the settlement following the Capear. and 
McDonald rivers, largely used for building purposes. The water supply is fair. 
Where surface water is obtainable at 12 to 15 feet it is good, but on the west side of 
the settlement they will have to drill from 30 to 60 feet to get a permanent supply. 
A considerable acreage is only good for hay land, at present, due to the water being 
held late in the year by beaver dams—there being miles of dams built along the low 
land. Until the land is cleared and cultivated there will be danger from late and 
early frosts. 

There are to date 101 established settler®! 56 of whom are married—150 children. 
Settlers not under the board number 254. These are all a good type of Canadian or 
British settler. They now realize the proposition they are up against, and with 
remarkably few exceptions are applying themselves to the making of a real success. 
The houses are average, chiefly log, though a few frame houses, comfortably built and 
furnished. 

The community spirit is good as is shown in the organization of a Local Improve- 
ment Association, a Womans Institute and a Legislative Library. A community Hall 
’ has been built, 40 by 32, to meet the social needs of the district. School districts have 
been formed, and a hospital scheme is under way. 
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CROP REPORTS BY “ SUPERVISION DISTRICTS 


32 


REPORT CAUSE 
Porcupine, c6eee) get Saat. sia See feed anlume, Frost. 
disdales South a2 Stee sa) cho. trac ate, oe 6 Drought. 
Tisdale North [202.0% fas ol). yee « tae 80 speriicent dloss:) Krost and. drought, 
Melfort.. ... Byer es wales ot 4 ceo DOERGED Balen Goroiet, 
Prince Albert Sauth.: ss ee ce ee oe ee .. 45 per cent loss. = 
Prince Albert North.. .. .. ........ ..Good. 
Shellbrodk.. us. ts oye ts Gs oles ewes SONper Cont 1osay dune Uraugne 
Battleford 2a7/ i002. ISOs ti ee Paciew 2060 percent: loss.) eAncusheerosts 
PUrHerOrds.t | . ce uch eases sear vbw os es OOper-cent loss.; Aneust erode 


In areas where a loss of sixty per cent is indicated, this would only apply to a 
few settlers. The loss in the entire district, however, was greater than at first antici- 
pated. 

The drought in the first two weeks of July seriously injured the crop during its 
flowering period. This, however, was not evident until threshing commenced. 
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STATISTICS 
Acres 
New: land» brought:under cultivation® «oJ. 02. SF. oe. en ae 25,761 
IDE WAG CO Cee ofake I bie dia. Et rout S TOKE SUN DM Of alps, On cos cichacioe a meee 16,463 
TANAGOLOKEM ale dic orca Ne Uae TE ehc! GONE De se, Maen Mopar rom syalkl waar capes tet 16,428 
STAPLE CROPS PRODUCED 
1G O23 ONDUSHeISKOLsWNneate BUTS LID ei ae PR ase RM ane etas bere Bates $211,548 75 
268579. bushelssof Oats ati souCents).)..0d5, i oatkery ects iediare uebek G26 94,073 35 
TZ-OU0UDUSheIS Ol Darleys Als GO,CENUES. & falc, sail ert eine eae me lms awe 8,400 00 
24:00ORtonS Off nayJtacr SLO eren te a Ge Seed ae ate en ae 240,000 00 
LIVE STOCK ate 
M4 OO COLCSCATES Sl Fn ce eteha mete ee venbens che a te. Ma ES Ssh FAS ks So 7d $14,000 00 
SO OPCAIVES Ha Lao lid cel eto tien lie Rs att his Relive jo iepom laviy pated A hans cobiee tees Matto alias * $8,250 00 
ESTABLISHED SETTLERS 
On Improved Clan Gury cc. re oe le ik see ee Ls ed eee eee Sr ys 403 
Ongunimprovedimland cere. wo lmieiesie, ven ese eee epee sere 747 
1,150 
f 
SASKATOON DISTRICT, SASK. 
STATISTICS TO MARCH 31, 1921 
LOANS 
Total number of settlers to whom loans granted... .. .... .. L791 
Lota amount.or loansseranted wats =) bis) sone laine ME 5S OLL8 DO SO 
Number of settlers— Amount 
145 on Dominion land.. .. Speed ee. CHE ehe taketh ane SRE ALR Oe OO SO Te OO, 
282 on privately- owned lands. POR A eee Cee Oe ROMO ee 703,879 07 
iS O4vOnepuUrChASea Tanase wet keseh, eke 0, oe hie eer Ree Sok ee 6,369,173 73 
1,791 Mota meee aso vec eo aetete hie a kaihen tokee ERO MESO OS TS09. SO 
Total loans for purchase of land.. .. Ae este Pn IO LS OLS 
removal of encumbrances. MMR as Ore atone cele 247,127 96 
ze permanent improvementsas ss) e.mee 4-0) se) aie 782,669 65 
ef Stocktand equipment... ecco eee cus era ane 2,289,297 66 
ROCA Dee) Ga sawiyas cio Mere Oo geekah eh ete een Soo. 859 80 
QUALIFICATION 
hotalsnumpersofapplicants aualitiedss ).1c) 4 sere) ae See 3,881 
a se CISQUALIME CEA i) per wel ee ee aes 772 
“S “ in abeyance, recommended for - 
training... nact Pas ccrete 76 
Total number of applicants disposed of.. ...... .. 4,729 


REPORT BY DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, W. S. WOODS, TO 
DECEMBER 381, 1920 


The Saskatoon District as at present constituted comprises an area of approxi- 
mately twenty-five million acres, and extends from the Manitoba to the Alberta 
boundary, a distance of 354 miles east and west, with an average depth of 100 miles 
north and south. The district boundaries cannot conveniently be described by town- 
ship and range for the reason that the North and South Saskatchewan rivers mark 
our district limits for a considerable distance. The furthest north point, however, 
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is township 58, west of the third, and the furthest south, township 19, west of the 
third. 

The northern line or boundary of the district commences at township 41, Mani- 
toba boundary, running west to the 8rd meridian; thence north to township 44, run- 
ning west to North Battleford, following from that point the North Saskatchewan 
river to the Alberta boundary. - 

The southern line commences at the Manitoba boundary, township 25, extending 
west to the ‘South Saskatchewan river in range 6, west 3rd meridian, thence follow- 
ing the South Saskatchewan river west to the Alberta boundary. 


LAND PURCHASE 


The greater majority of the men settled, and the money expended, have been on 
purchased lands, 85 per cent of all the money having been expended on what is 
known as the “ purchase plan.” ; 


REMOVAL OF ENCUMBRANCES 


Next in ratio of importance is the removal of encumbrances from land which 
the applicant owned himself, the Board taking as security a first mortgage thereon. 

The inestimable benefit of this legislation is apparent when it is pointed out 
that the encumbrances on these lands were in the bulk of the cases overdue, and 
bearing interest from 7 to 10 per cent, whilst the stock and equipment belonging to 
these settlers had been disposed of or heavily encumbered during their absence over- 
seas. 

DOMINION LANDS 

The third and last class of settlement is that of loans to men who hold unpatented 

Dominion lands. 
SECURITY 


It has been rightly said that stock and equipment cannot be regarded as suffi- 
cient security for itself owing to the fact that under unfavourable climatic conditions 
or indifferent treatment it may suffer considerable depreciation in value. It is even 
questionable under prairie conditions of farming, especially in exclusively grain 
districts, where the stock and equipment investment is chiefly in horses and imple- 
ments, whether normal increase from the stock is sufficient to offset depreciation due 
to ageing in the horses and wear and tear and weather usage on the implements. So 
in a prairie district where we have grown this season an average of almost 1,000 
bushels of grain per established settler, it behooves us to carefully analyze our invest- 
ment strictly from a security standpoint. Seventy per cent of our expenditure is in 
land and buildings, or “permanent” security, whilst 80 per cent is in stock and 
equipment. If one accepts the average impression that our investment in permanent 
security has been to the limit of the value of land, leaving no margin, they would be 
apt to draw the conclusion that 30 per cent of our investment is somewhat doubtful 
security, or security on foot and subject to depreciation. A careful analysis of the 
situation, however, reveals the fact that an ample margin exists to render our security 
on stock and equipment absolutely safe, as for instance— 

$380,000 paid by applicants in initial deposits. 

300,000 margin in loans for removal of encumbrances, which the legislation 
limits to 50 per cent of the value of the land. 

250,000 saved the settler in price cutting owing to our purchasing for cash 
rather than on terms. 

110,000 already received in repayments. 

240,000 being a conservative valuation of the breaking done on raw land 
brought under cultivation, or a total of— 


$1,200,000 
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So that apart from the increased value of the land purchased owing to excep- 
tional buying and the settlers’ activities, the unprotected margin is approximately 
$1,000,000 on stock and equipment, for which we have as a conservative estimate 
over $2,000,000 worth of chattels. An indication: of the soundness of our buying is 
that we have not yet been compelled to dispose of a single parcel of land that has 
come back to us, through the settler abandoning his effort, at less than we gave for 
it; also many of our settlers’ purchased farms are now valued at 100 per cent more 
than we purchased the land for, and a very conservative appraisal of the increase in 
the value of land on which we have loaned money is approximately 25 per cent. 

To sum up our operations, therefore, it can be said with every assurance that 
the money expended is invested on a thoroughly sound basis, the success of which is 
attributable to the fact that we have purchased for all cash from farmers who were 
needing the money for different reasons, and we have taken advantage of their 
extremity in the settlers’ favour. 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT IN SASKATCHEWAN 


Threshing operations on the farm of Mr. A. H. Kidd, near Lumsden. Mr. Kidd secured 160 
acres through the Soldier Settlement Board and is rapidley improving his holding. He 
enlisted with the 60th Battery, C.F.A., and served in France. 


LAND 

‘ Number of inspectors employed at maximum of season’s work.. .. 17 
Average acreage of land purchased per settler during our operations 186.8 
Averace: price: pertacrem mid cle coe ORE Ian) aa or eer ket $16 63 
Total acreage... .. am 208 Lone 257,040 

Total number of land inspections « since commencement “of operations 
insithis’ district. sss cl ahemate Be Ato ee Natale ste) Se hereh aie 5,187 
Number of inspections during present season, SheMale a Sera Sia G we dapisiie eye yi 


: ‘Of the 3,177 inspections made during the’ past season 1,316 were school lands, 
the unit of inspection being a “quarter section. 
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Inspections have been carried out during the past season by means of Ford cars 
owned by the board, the mileage varying according to the season and the volume of 
work, For instance, in the month. of October the average mileage of each inspector 
exceeded 1,600 miles. Five thousand one hundred and eighty-seven inspections have 
been made by this branch, 3,177 of which have been made during the present season. 
The average cost per quarter-section during the regular inspection season of 1920, 
that is, from and including the month of May to October 31, is $10. This includes 
inspectors’ salaries, expenses, ‘etc. 


SUPERVISION OF PURCHASE OF STOCK AND EQUIPMENT 


Number Total Average cost 
Kind purchased purchase price per animal 
LOLSES settee Geek celle Gl Pei st i CEOs Owe $644,143 56 $176 80 
COWS farsa see en cnc eaves hee oe Reman cnaete mame) 0 COmam 165,941 52 80 24 
Otherveattle ae sens penta Red atari eel OLS 67,364 53 42 15 
SVINC hari eheadash Mado. okt ance eet 267 4,146. 50 hD 5s 
SHEED eS ik pete dhs Miers Sie, cei Seem tee 257 Sgesasey 45) Te ss3) 
POultry™ . cect ee es. Sea ee ee ep aG CO 3,988 88 0 89 
Total amount disbursed -forustocksery meats, aia enna ee DUO OO prc Oms 
Total amount. disbursed for equipment.... 4. .. .. .. o. «1 JLo S44e8s5 
Total amount disbursed for stock and equipment.. .. .. .. $2,047,165 12 
Total saving on stock and equipment.. .. ... Niet ston (ox $53,403 54 


Tt will be noted that the board has purchased 3,643 horses and 3,666 cows and 
other cattle. A recent review shows, however, that 1,247 of our settlers have 5,375 
horses and 5,862 cattle in their possession, the balance being increase on the board’s 
stock and privately owned stock. 


SUPERVISION OF SETTLERS IN TRAINING 


At the present time, we have 15 field supervisors. The total number of settlers. 
which have been established to date is 1,656. Nine thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-one visits have been made by our field supervisors to established settlers. 

The number of men recommended for training is 278, of which 186 or almost 
70 per cent actually commenced the training they were recommended for. Of these 
186, 34 have already been qualified. The recommendation for training, as has been 
pointed out, is often made in case some doubt appears to exist as to the settler’s 
sincerity. If, however, after having been recommended to take training with a 
practical farmer, the settler undertakes to do this and shows good progress under 
supervision, there is every indication that his intentions are sincere. During the 
spring and summer months it is a comparatively easy matter to place applicants in 
training with farmers, the demand invariably exceeding the supply. In the winter, 
however, in districts where grain growing predominates work is not so plentiful. 

The figures disclose the fact that practical training is much to be preferred 
to institutional training. Of the 17 men who completed institutional training more 
than 50 per cent were disqualified, only three being qualified, a further three 
recommended for practical training, and two transferred to other districts, whilst 
the percentage qualified in the case of men who completed practical training is 68 
per cent. It is, therefore, generally accepted that practical training is the most 
effective method, not only to test the sincerity of the applicant, but also to best fit 
him for his responsibilities. 


COLLECTIONS 
Perhaps no phase of our work in this district has received closer attention and 


study than that of collections. The difficulties encountered in administering what is 
recognizecl as a re-establishment measure on economical business lines are obvious. 
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The attitude adopted towards any government indebtedness by the average farmer 
before the institution of Soldier Settlement legislation may be appreciated by refer- 
ence to the repayment of seed grain loans. Broadly speaking, it may be said that. 
such indebtedness was only repaid when practically every other obligation had been: 
met, and when it was necessary to do so to procure patent. So with the popularly 
accepted theory that the Government can wait, combined with a feeling that ours: 
is re-establishment legislation and due to the men for their services, much the same 
as a bonus or gratuity, one may gauge the difficulties to be expected in making col- 
lections and in achieving the same results as a mortgage or investment company, 
whose collections are conducted along cold-blooded business lines. So many elements 
would appear to combine and conspire to keep our collections down to a minimum. 
Compared with the loan company we are asked to take into consideration disability, 
two partial crop failures, unprecedented seed and feed conditions last year, many of 
our boys getting married, many more having been the recipient of a new baby in their 
homes, and all of them just getting on their feet as regards becoming established in 
furniture, clothing, ete. Then a number of the boys qualified amid the deluge of 
applicants during demobilization, appeared rather young and immature for their 
responsibilities. 

Considering all these factors, which would appear to militate against successful 
collections, and also considering the fact that during the threshing of this year’s 
crop the grain market collapsed, we have every reason to be gratified with the 
surprising fact that our percentage of collections exceeds that received by local 
Loan and Implement Companies, that at the present date over 70 per cent of our 
settlers have met their payments in whole or in part, and that we have promises 
from a further 15 per cent; that of $188,000 actually due we have received more than 
$118,000 in cash to date. 


It should be mentioned here that the crops in the immediate vicinity of Saska- 
toon were a complete failure, and the crops throughout our district run from 
41 per cent to 83 per cent of the average, according to the supervision district, which 
means a mean average of approximately 60 per cent. The reason attributed for what 
success we have achieved is the genuine desire on the part of the great bulk of the 
settlers to meet their obligations. There is undoubtedly an earnest realization of their 
responsibilities evident and a desire to dischage them to the best of their ability. 
There is not the slightest doubt that had the early fall prices for grains remained 
stable far more money would have been paid into the board than the amount actually 
due. Our present records indicate that about one hundred settlers will be unable 
to make any payment this season, due to complete crop failure. A careful review 
is being made of each case, supported by a personal visit and report from the field 
supervisor. Those men who are unable to pay through no fault of their own will 
receive every possible encouragement and such material assistance as their cases 
appear to warrant. Close supervision of those settlers in their farming methods 
and efforts ig made possible by relaxing supervision on those settlers who are 
now established on a sound financial basis, and who by their work have proven that 
they are well able to farm successfully and repay their loans without advice, help 
or tuition. 


About 100 settlers are still to make payments during the winter, having been 
delayed in hauling their grain, waiting for sufficient snow to use sleighs or sufficient 
depth of ice to haul across the river, or waiting with our permission until market 
conditions improve sufficiently to warrant their marketing their oats. In view of 
depressed market conditions, extremely high cost of threshing, partial crop failure 
in districts, large payments due for seed and feed advances during last winter repay- 
ment of which was due this fall, collection results are extremely gratifying. 
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ADJUSTMENTS 
Number of completed te] CASES: Fe ih meteManne, fe OL e¥e Pel a (Sis 14 
Amount invested jin HSaAnie. 2 bcc ee” oe Wiehe erm e re eRe ce are Sees $ 50,874 56 
Amount realized... .. . PR Ae lA. ee 52,203 23 
Number of salvage cases incomplete. . Trg ee ROM iat ee 41 
Amount invested in same is Fg! foie. Je) or wis es NMlehet ie wres leet) ia $153,227 04 


Reasons for failure are summarized as follows :— 


TVOGT R28, jeverrye av co, Co dine ote oA iereyel COMIN) Rete Metbteie ke Riis losis Mater 2 
‘Abandonment. so." wet ais Viste: Ue 'eis osc PeeNet og late ates sae Mo temiae eres mts os 12 
Tl nealth 34 5b ae eS a) Ga eeeram tote ee ceens Prete cee te, The 8 
Domestic trouble. Mae aR TI TO OT Ie oy Ody Ore OO Le 1 
Fraudulent action. Pe eae ca ee nak Ban Oe 8 ee il 
Personal request... .. 23 
Adverse report from field supervisor with recommendation from A 
UD Wie ats 
Special circumstances ‘in ‘which "district ‘superintendent considers 
adjustment proceedings NeceSSary.... is ae deeuids lcci les bich@ss 4 
Criminal offence with imprisonment 1 
Total tOcdate sis is CHL Wes Celotta aide nels Getebctie cose aeeks 55 
Total-adiustment: casessn., Oo. c cea exe eee en moe eT ue Mee erie etre 55. 
Single: men feck cc ated se Bee peeve) Caceeree ames e pons 35 
Widowers.. Pee ee Orc ido PES faarorc 
Married. men is <5..44 2%. ast Siren eters sae ee ore i) : 
55 


This department deals with the cases of those settlers who have for different 
reasons abandoned their effort and ceased to become settlers under the Act. Less 
than 3 per cent or a total of fifty-five, of our settlers have become adjustment cases at 
the date of this report. Fourteen of these cases have been finally disposed of—land 
and chattels. Approximately $50,000 was the amount of money invested in their 
cases, and {$52,000 was realized on their resale, so that no loss has been experienced 
financially. Of the fifty-five cases, thirteen have been owing to death, ill health, 
domestic trouble, fraudulent action or criminal offence. Twelve have abandoned 
their holdings largely owing to the unsettling effect the campaign has had upon them, 
and twenty-three have asked to give up for many reasons, in which the latter appears 
to predominate, the balance of seven having been placed in adjustment for such 
reasons as lack of effort or good intention, ete. 

In view of the fact that the adjustment account shows a credit rather than a 
deficit, these adjustment cases cannot be described as failures. Rather may it be 
said that had they continued in their efforts they would, generally speaking, have been 
successful. 

It will be noted that two-thirds of these cases either abandoned or asked to be 
closed out themselves, and an analysis of their reasons point to their failure being 
temperamental rather than physical or financial. Their adjustment cannot be 
attributed to market or crop conditions for the reason that the cases during the last 
three months only number fifteen, or about one-quarter of the total. 

Great care is exercised in dealing with farms that for any reason have reverted 
to the board. Only after a very careful analysis of the reasons for the original 
settler giving up is a new settler permitted to purchase the land. If there is any 
suspicion that the factors which contributed to the first settler’s abandonment might 
affect the next settler’s progress, the Adjustment Committee immediately recommend 
that the land be disposed of to a civilian or other than a settler. . 

To sum up our adjustment situation on the basis that the proof of our scheme lies 
in its failures rather than its successes I have arrived at the following conclusions :— 


(a) Our adjustment percentage is extremely low under the conditions. 

(b) Two-thirds.of our cases are owing to temperamental unsuitability which it 
was absolutely impossible to diagnose at qualification, as these men were 
qualified on what they did before the war. 
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(c) The remaining third, due to death, ill health, domestic trouble, etc., are a 
very small percentage and absolutely unavoidable under a scheme of the 
magnitude of the soldier settlenient scheme. 


It is also worthy of note, and a subject which I shall deal with when discussing 
the Hiome Branch, that 64 per cent of our adjustment cases were single men. 


HOME BRANCH 


The necessity of paying close attention to the settler’s domestic or home life is 
demonstrated by our conclusion in the matter of adjustments, that two-thirds of such 
cases were attributable to temperamental reasons. ‘Of the fifty-five adjustment cases 
only nineteen, or 85 per cent, were married men. \Of this number there is no doubt 
that had the woman found farm conditions congenial the settler would have adapted 
himself to them. Thus, to assist, counsel and advise the woman in her many problems 
has been regarded in this district asa most. iniportant phase of the work.: ‘Fhe war 

vides from Britain especially need encouragement and assistance in making their 
home life as attractive. and congenial.as is humanly: possible. Many of these girls 
are unaccomplished from a domestic standpoint, -and missing the social attractions 
of the old life find themselves in. a mental oasis on a Baas farm, which ct aed 
quickly breeds discontent. 

This department comprises a eee director. Hh a homie counsellor or. visitor. 
Through their medium advice and help are conveyed -to the settlers’ wives by means 
of a personal visit in the summer months, supported by such literature on domestic 
economy, home dress-making, elementary physics, etc., and problems in which the 
applicant may evince an interest or desire to learn. These visits have been productive 
of a lot of good and many kindly expressions haye been received from the women 
concerned. 

In the winter months travelling conditions are not suitablé for “a woman visitor os 
making a round of visits, and only cases are called upon where necessity appears to ~ 
warrant. Supervisors are told to let us know if a Home Branch representative can 
be of assistance, and through their medium the. Home Branch keeps i in touch with the 
settler’s wife during the winter months. : 

There are approximately seven ‘Hundred married settlers in this district. Up 
to the date of this report four hundred and twenty-nine initial visits and twenty- 
eight interim visits have been made upon these settlers’ wives, and the Home Branch 
is endeavouring to fulfil the woman’s every wish. Some have asked for books, or to 
get in touch with Art Exchange, and others are looking for a market for their needle 
craft. Literature of every nature has been forwarded to their homes; they have also 
during the past winter of 1919-20: been given the opportunity, without expense, to — 
attend a short course on economics, arranged in their district. — 

Very material assistance has been rendered through co-operation with various 
organizations, such as the Patriotic Fund and the Red Cross Society. Due to the 
change in the personnel of this staff recently, I am unable to furnish accurate figures 
as to the amount of assistance that has been procured ‘for these women through the 
medium of our Home Branch, but this amounts to very extensive figures. The 
Patriotic Fund, on recommendation of the Home Branch, have paid funeral, doctors’, 
nurses’, druggists’, and hospital bills. 

The Home Branch during the month of December appealed to the Red Cross 
Society for parcels of clothing for settlers’ wives in districts where crop failure has 
been experienced, in twenty-three specific cases. The Red Cross Society responded 
with a parcel of clothing in every case, value of which in some cases was well over 
$50. It has been necessary for the Soldier Settlement Board to pay transportation on 
these parcels from contingencies. 
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In two cases through the medium of our Home Branch surgical treatment has 
been procured for a child who was born with a cleft palate, badly disfigured, and also 
a child whose leg bones were badly bent. Both children have received surgical and 
hospital attention, free of charge, from the Red Cross Society and are now doing 
well. Through the medium of this branch the Independent Order of Daughters of 
the Empire have supplied many layettes for expectant mothers, and have undertaken 
to supply six each month in the future, whilst the Eastern Star Club have undertaken 
to furnish an additional two sets. i 

Whilst much assistance has been procured from outside organizations through the 
medium of our Home Department in the past, we feel the time has come when the 
interests of our settlers’ women folk will be better served by assisting them to overcome 
‘their difficulties by encouragement and tuition in their domestic affairs to the end that 
outside relief will be largely unnecessary. 


ACCOUNTS 


This branch maintains an up-to-date accounting system, following the procedure 
and using the system laid down by head office. This department is able to furnish 
either to the settler or to any department requiring it an immediate statement as to 
the settler’s present financial status. All disbursements on loans are made by them 
by means of warrant within about twenty-four hours of receiving duly completed 
purchasing orders from the Stock and Equipment Department. No disbursements, 
however, are made till such time as the Legal Department have notified them that the 
board are duly protected by the execution of the necessary legal documents. 

This department is functioning most successfully under very efficient manage- 
ment. 

LEGAL 


This department is operating very efficiently. ‘Two thousand five hundred and 
forty declarations have been executed without charge, and registration fees saved to 
the board in the eleven months that this department has been in existence amount to 
$5,252. 

The expense of the maintenance of this department to the time of this report, 
from February 6, 1920, is less than $13,000, and a conservative estimate of the fees 
that would have been charged for this work by outside firms of solicitors is placed at 
$50,000. The institution of the boards’ own legal department is a remarkable im- 
provement in both efficiency and economy. 


GENERAL CONDITIONS 


For soldier settlement purposes the Saskatoon district may be said to be best 
adapted to mixed farming. Development of this district to any appreciable extent 
commenced approximately fifteen years ago, although such older communities as 
Yorkton, Lloydminster and Battleford were settled as far back as the ’85 rebellion. 
Although formerly regarded as exclusively a grain-growing district, during the past 
ten years this district has come to be recognized as more suited to mixed farming. 
In its character it is about 65 per cent open prairie, 25 per cent of open parklike 
country and about 10 per cent thick bluff and even heavily timbered in the northeast 
portion. 

Considering its comparatively recent development the district is remarkably well 
served by railways, roads and telephones. Our settlement operations, broadly 
speaking, have been confined to within fifteen miles of existing transportation. We 
do not anticipate extending our scope of settlement to beyond this distance in the 
immediate future, for the reason that there are approximately three hundred parcels 
of undeveloped school lands and lands which have reverted to the Crown within 
fifteen miles, which are available for settlement. 
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Mixed farming is being especially encouraged with our settlers rather than 
exclusively grain farming, owing to the suitability of the soil for this character of 
farming. The last large crop in this district was in 1915, since which time the crops 
may be classified as 1916, fair; 1917, fair; 1918, poor; 1919, poor; 1920, fairly good. 

Lack of moisture in the early part of 1920 season affected our whole district and 
resulted in almost a complete crop failure in the vicinity of Saskatoon, whilst the yield 
generally in grain throughout the whole district will average approximately 60 per 
cent of the normal yield. Other conditions, such as hail, noxious weeds, gophers, etc., 
have been normal. 

The yield of grain, while not large, would have brought considerable revenue to 
our settlers had it not been for market conditions. Wheat which cost $2.25 per 
bushel in seed, and 24 cents per bushel, to thresh, was sold at the elevator as low as 
$1.19 per bushel, leaving the settler less than 90 cents per bushel for his labour and to 
meet his obligations and support himself and family. However, the yield was con- 
sidered fairly good and such privation as may be experienced will be due to prices of 
agricultural products rather than crop conditions. Hay and feed are plentiful 
throughout the district and may be purchased at low prices, ranging from $5 to $15 
per ton. Up to the time of making this report the season has been open and very 
little has been fed to horses or cattle, as they have been ranging on prairie and stubble, 
which with very light feeding has kept them in splendid shape. 

The general feeling appears to be that if other commodities experience a reduc- 
tion in price in ratio with that of agricultural products it will be better for all 
concerned, as healthy, substantial progress was extremely doubtful under conditions 
which prevailed when the farmer was receiving $2.85 for his wheat, importing feed 
at $40 per ton, and paying help $8 per day. So back of all the complaints one 
encounters as to the collapse of the grain and stock market, one can sound a strong 
under-current of optimism and confidence, and a feeling that a reversion to pre-war 
conditions will be better for all concerned. 

Therefore, with plenty of feed on hand, or procurable at moderate prices; with 
stock in good condition, and with the bulk of those settlers already established with 
their seed on hand, we are able to face conditions next season with optimism. 

Another most important item which affects general conditions in this district is 
that about two hundred of our settlers will be commencing operations on raw land 
next spring. With feed oats and hay for their breaking operations procurable at 
such low prices as thirty-five to sixty cents a bushel, and five to fifteen dollars per 
ton, they can face their operations with equanamity. 


GENERAL PROGRESS MADE BY SOLDIER SETTLERS 


Total for Average per 
Production— District Settler 
Size ofsaveraee molding... se leaves ere Seno TPR 208,99 acres 
Area under cultivation upon establishment. . 81,489 65:34)" % 
Area brought under cultivation since estab- 

HISTHMENC hl ly STORE os he are. See as 22,473 #8502 > 4 
TELORSESH: Sig Giaeerieve tele lati ane’ ot aimede WAG iso sete 5,375 4.31 
Cattle. ).- Sp Me ae ee SE ee be 5,862 Arik 
Wheat produced.. eae eta. ele ee eee 338,901 271.77 bush. 
Oats: producediggas : Aro sce cea wie 707,654 567.48 ‘ 
Hay put up.. .. .. .. -. ere oy Coe ie cae 23,099 18.52 tons 


The above figures bear upon the operations of 1,247 settlers only, the balance 
of our settlers being more or less recently established without opportunity, thus far, 
to get into sufficient active operation to be considered, or included, in this statement. 

Of course the keynote to all progress can best be sounded by a reference to the 
financial returns. Collections have been stated in my report on that subject to be 
extremely satisfactory. In analyzing our settlers’ progress with regard to the future, 
however, we must refer to above table which shows that the average acreage held by 
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the 1,247 settlers who have already commenced operations is 209, of which 83 acres 
are under cultivation. Estimating the arable lard on the average unit as 160 acres, 
we learn that another 80 acres at the least awaits profitable cultivation. If our 
settlers have been able to live ‘and keep their families and meet their obligations 
under the éonditions stated in this réport with tess than half their land under culti- | 
vation, the results for the future should be far reaching and the inestimable benefit 
of the scheme be-more fully realized in a few years’ time than at present. 

It will be noted the average settler produced this year 840 bushels of grain and 
over 18 tons of hay. The amendment to the legislation, encouraging ‘and assisting 
breaking of raw land, will undoubtedly with fair luck greatly increase this amount 
next year. ‘It willbe noted that 22,473 acres of raw land have been brought under 
cultivation, but it must be borne in mind that the lack of early moisture has impeded 
breaking to a considerable extent through the settler’s own effort, and’ the amend- 
ment referred to will in the future enable him where advisable to have breaking done 
by ‘outside assistance. = 

gies DISTINCTIVE FEATURES 


2 "School land inspected and pricés fixed by arbitration.. 1,316 quarter-sections 
iu) Sales held ‘at Saskatoon .% 00 c0. "a fapet cs ool Teed ie eiete s,s 14 ‘ 
, Barm units posted for sale... .. 2. «2 2+ «2 +2 se teeie- 676 i 
Sita io yebhgeleiseis AGIs BeeelbS oo Co dn od od Uae 268 
Total land “Sold. 2 assis sian Sse etero ele rN aman eto sate. 437 quarter-sections 
R 1% (69,920 acres) 
Total pride paid’. iis ih) fr SORE oe ee pierre nurse S011 0 DOU) 
PEricexperracrelas ia. si0 ae sce cee eel LLae FY 12° 57 
t 
GENERAL POLICIES ou 
Settlers on improved. landsi cess. sele) ere cere) po ort ole gel oh nine Sem 863 
Unimproved lands— 
; Gompany lands :)a0 te tot eteiad tele mete intention (es Maes 74 
School Jandsinits. Ws. les, -b Pookie ats Clee renege oie) 196 
Poorman Indian AREServelyy iver ects erele sisters 27 
Doukhoborslands.. eis ne ee 27 : Soden 
HudsonrBay) lands <i! actos io fot ravornlsi bb tele) eieenieee oe a 2 Pe. 
326 
JUIDSN CTS MEOMMIGCUU ERR AL oo GAO Sa go GG agwoo o6 oo “Se 238 
Domiimion lands: [ei ltenet deletes Penemlede Widely eee eete eee otel-n st) <tot aia s: 168 4 A ES 
‘ - 732, 
bey Zn earn AR het a onm ON cn om. odving sor Cb OGunee 9G Galo 1,595: - 


Note.—Whilst initial loans have been granted to 1,865. settlers, only 1,595 are. 
considered “established” by virtue of disbursements for, stack and equipment haying 
been made, and having received a visit from the Field ‘Supervisor. 

In a district such as ours where there is still a vast area of undeveloped land 
within easy access of transportation, our policy is naturally to encourage settlement 
on raw land. If such land can be procured at the extremely conservative valuation 
of $12 to $13 an acre no sounder form of settlement exists. It will be noted that of 
1,595 settlers just under 50 per cent were established on tnimproved privately owned 
and Dominion lands. So that the policy adopted in encouraging this form of settle- 
ment as compared with the line of least resistance, namely improved farms, has been 
earried to fulfilment in this district. 


NEW TRACTS OPENED 


The only new tracts opened or community settlement undertaken in this district 
are— 


(a) Poorman Reserve. 
(0) Doukhobor lands. 
» (c) Hudson Bay lands. 
With regard to class “A,” Poorman Indian Reserve,’ approximately eight thou- 
sand acres of the best agricultural part of this Indian reserve was apportioned into 
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twenty-nine farming units and thrown open for sale to soldier settlers on April 20, 
1920, since which twenty-eight units have been sold. This forms the only compact 
area or community settlement in this district. It is a particularly fine tract and 
furnishes ideal conditions for mixed farming. The country is fairly open in its 
character, has rich productive soil and each unit has a fair proportion of bluff. In 
fact the whole area may be described as gently undulating park land. It is con- 
sidered by observation during the’ past season that we have a very good type of 
settler established here, and excellent results are anticipated from this particular 
settlement. Being unimproved land, however, a couple of seasons must necessarily 
elapse before actual results can be shown. 

With respect to class “B,” Doukhobor lands, these comprise about nine thou- 
sand acres, divided inte thirty-eight farming units, scattered. over an area of twelve 
townships. Twenty-eight units have thus far been sold at reasonable and cheap 
valuation. This land was partially improved and progress indicates this settlement 
will be successful. 

With regard to class “©,” Hudson Bay lands, twelve parcels of such lands were 
made available at a sale held at Battleford on April 23, 1920, only two of which 
were disposed of. 

THE TWO-FOLD BENEFIT 


The results and the actual benefit to: the country in meh measure will be more 
evident as the settler progresses. The two-fold benefit of the scheme.in rehabilitating 
the soldier as a producing unit into the agricultural life of the country, together 
with the rapid development of an enormous acreage of. hitherto wild land, is so 
apparent that tribute is constantly paid by the local press, regardless of their per- 
suasions otherwise, to the wonderful work being accomplished. 

With half our settlers on unimproved lands, oyer 70: per cent. of : ee having 
made payments; with feed conditions excellent; with -prices falling- in building 
materials, to be followed we trust by implements, we are looking forward to a most 
successful season of settlement and development in 1921. 


REGINA DISTRICT, SASK. 


STATISTICS TO MARCH 31, 1921 


. LOANS 
Total meee of settlers to whom loans granted.. .. .... .. 1,820 
Total-amount of loans srantedl.lc |. oto see. st ee se teres Gh het $894,058 084 
Number of settlers— ; tf Amount 
SoOLONEMOMINION=landsic sisi spite ciel Suetelt sie © ctasieune Oeste cae, ol 02, k0S268 
.148 on privately-owned lands. Spates CO ae Fe ed owt > Ge 514,451 28 
1,322 on purchased lands. . Pir ah aca tentt ie oi WR fal OR ake eT oe 6,977,498 88 
1,820 — POCA Meta oie KO Ee, eee esse «OSs L 04, 0D8 Se © 
Total loans for purchase of land.. .. Riteka eis sista cea ner et eer. OF, OLN 00S, OS 
removal of encumbrances. sv ead Heleh poe 347,822 42 
st permanent improvements. “js 2. se) ss. ig secs 900,161 32 
bY stock and Cquipmentar ieee elem teteh cs el rele 2,328,721 22 
OEM GoGo) Op Ibo Od. 00 6b 65D bb 60 Bb oo SERUM NES Oe 
’ QUALIFICATION ; 
Total number of-applicants, qualified v8.8 wien sisi Yeo lle, serene ot 5,419 
. disqualified.. Lystl Ueidi Pata Meet Pau oheletaet 844 
ct * in abeyance, recommended _ for 
EVAININGGY ie A eet ee ee 114 
Total number of applicants disposed of.. .. .. .. .. 6,377 
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REPORT BY THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, M. A. WOOD, TO 
DECEMBER 31, 1920 


The Regina district comprises an area bounded as follows:— 

North line of township 25 to a point where this line strikes the South Saskat- 
chewan river, thence following’ the south bank of the South Saskatchewan river 
westward to the Alberta boundary, east to the Manitoba boundary, south to the 
American border, and west to the Alberta boundary. This area embraces 1,523 town- 
ships. 

The Regina district is subdivided, for the purposes of administration and 
supervision, into fifteen subdistricts, under the direct supervision of thirteen field 
supervisors, with headquarters as under :— 


No. 1—Headquarters.—Manor. 
2—Headquarters.—Stoughton. 
38—Headquarters.—Ogema. 

4 Headquarters.—Assiniboia. 
5—Headquarters——Meyronne. 
6—Headquarters.—Shaunavon. 
7—Headquarters.—Swift Current. 
8—Headquarters.—Swift Current. 
9—Headquarters.—Morse. 
10—Headquarters.— Regina. 
11—Headquarters.—Sintaluta. 
'—Headquarters.—Sintaluta. 
183—Headquarters.—Broadview. 
14—-Headquarters.—Moosomin. 
15—Headquarters.— Melville. 


LANDS 


Inspection and Appraisal—The number of Inspectors employed, when at the 
maximum this year, was seventeen (17). 

With regard to price reduction, every endeavour is made to secure for the appli- 
cant the best possible price from the vendor. The method adopted in this con- 
nection is that when it is considered that the vendor will accept a lower price than 
his option, a loan is approved by the Loan Advisory Committee at a price which the 
Committee consider the vendor will accept, but they endorse upon their approval 
that they would be willing to purchase at a higher figuré should the vendor decline 
the original offer—the maximum amount at which they would be willing to pur- 
chase being stated. By this method a saving to applicants of some $260,000 has 
been-effected in this district. 


Statistics— 
Average acreage of land Saeia DY: Settlert. tumete sta". ye me 189 acres 
Average price per acre.. .. . ete iste rete ee TUE NS Ter eea cred hele $20. 85 
Total acreage purchased. . LeeLee Mexe) ce, Teton an tetate test eb hia tes ie ep + OL OM OMACEES 
LOANS 
Generalvaverage loan perssectleric, vsicu-osieic) MeneMereMcr en tots Late) Wiscen cele $5,006 99 
Average loan per settler— - 
Purchased Mandi: ose) dais | srs yee. clue eens $6,319 23 
Privately-owned land. ae aia! “eater tos 2,695 88 
DOMINLON MAN AS maine sacle sdb co ciArssdtelcthsys) ade ies 1,682 46 
Number of original loans. sie Ue cecpire ieip Reiko lye to Bikettsbekaha iio ice wiels 2,443 
Numbermadditional, 1loanSe..; ijeisc ee) cle) aio Mreremens 764 
EOL SFr ase, Lees oes tke 6) Fe MCMee ten mein eVerl te 6 merenate 3,207 
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STOCK AND EQUIPMENT 


From the inauguration of the Stock and Equipment Department, in February, 
1919, and prior to June, 1919, all purchases of live stock in the Regina District 
were made by live stock inspectors, under the direction of the western live stock 
representative, Winnipeg. Equipment purchases were controlled by an equipment 
clerk in the district office, under the supervision of the director of equipment, 
Ottawa. The policy of the western live stock representative was to establish and main- 
tain live stock centres where settlers could inspect and purchase the stock they 
required. In the province of Saskatchewan, one was located at Regina, one at 
Saskatoon, and another at Prince Albert. The stock was purchased on the best 
markets throughout the province, and shipped to these centres, where it was cared 
for by the Board until resold. 

The Regina stables were closed in June, 1919, and this supervision of live stock 
purchased was taken over by the equipment clerk. A staff of stock and equip- 
ment inspectors was maintained, whose duty it was to inspect all live stock and 
second-hand equipment which settlers were desirous of purchasing through the 
board, and to report fully upon the description of such chattels, their valuation, con- 
dition and suitability to settler’s requirements. 

In August, 1919, the Stock and Equipment Department and the Agricultural 
Branch were amalgamated under the direction of the district agriculturist. The 
services of special stock and equipment inspectors were then dispensed with and 
from that time, inspections of stock and equipment purchases have been carried on 
by field supervisors. 

The value of supervision in the purchasing of stock and equipment has been 
forcibly demonstrated by the fact that approximately 80 per cent of the chattels 
inspected to date have been rejected on account of their not meeting with the 
board’s requirements. 

The purchase of female stock of good type which may ultimately form the 
foundation of a community breeding scheme is most strongly advocated. In this we 
wish to acknowledge the assistance rendered by the Provincial and Federal Depart- 
ments of Agriculture, which has been much appreciated. 

Purchase a, ae hand machinery is not encouraged, a the purchase of 

“yoing concerns” positively discouraged. 

Disbursements on stock and equipment, from April, 1919, to December 31, 

1920 :— 


Average price 


Kind Number Total price paid per head 
EROMSeS). Sadie ae etude les jdsineusl ties) ojoae $611,340 18 $159 93 
COWS eta steko. te Te Ri ova ieueunt ee Les (als Lae 94,583 08 80 22 
CACIIOMGE aol ous Uiecadah! Lot) oe eimet ae 0 506 47,831 71 43 25 
SHEED Asie Cian hare, ae. ee, ee 114 1,295 00 11 36 
SATS Meapae hc pried oteeeeeccb ae ns eap. si cuaisanahe 231 2,995 53 12 96 
OULD Vice peeee crc ee ietell 6.24 witoo Ral but oe eR UL 3,141 90 0 84 
$761,187 40 

Total amount disbursed through Stock and Equipment De- 
partment for live stock.. .. Aer ise OO LSS 0 

Total amount disbursed through. ‘Stock and Bauipment for 
equipment and permanent improvements.. .. .. .. .. 1,512,103 42 
TOtAMGISHULSCO ss. est ay cicier Mote! . set Neuen its) GY en sta SiMe ats wea re Gone OO Se 
Totalysavineeon equipmentes, o. os Sin As) isl scaly. cs ee $100,958 81 


SUPERVISION OF SETTLERS 


Little has been done to date on community organization and educational work, as 
settlers generally have not become sufficiently well established to permit them taking 
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an active part in co-operative production, marketing or selling. Interest in this 
work, however, has been stimulated through the circulation of agricultural bulletins, 
by personal discussion with the field staff, and by encouraging attendance at local 
fairs, short courses, etc., conducted by the Extension Department of the University 
of Saskatchewan, and the Provincial Department of Agriculture. 

Due largely to the efforts of field supervisors, three Live Stock Clubs have been 
organized in the Regina District, which has placed pure-bred sires at the disposal of 
soldier settlers in those communities. Regulations do not permit of the purchase of 
such stock through the board, but, the best quality of grade females are being 
secured and settlers are encouraged to use only the finest quality of pure-bred sires 
available. 

The advantage of keeping an accurate record of receipts and expenditures has 
been discussed with settlers by their Supervisors, with the result that 1,390 Farm 
Account books have been issued to settlers in this district. :; 

Progress, considering adverse climatic conditions, increased cost of material, 
unfavourable market conditions, ete. during 1919 and 1920, generally speaking, has 
been very gratifying. Out of 1,727 settlers established, only 54 have fallen into the 
hands of the Adjustment Department. Statistics on adjustment will indicate the 
reasons.for these failures. Many, it will be noted, are due to uncontrollable circum- 
stances, but the majority are directly attributed to financial embarrassment. The 
prevailing tendency, with the majority of applicants, is to embark upon a, proposition 
without sufficient capital to meet living expenses, operative expenses, etc., until such 
time as the first returns from the farm are received. Experience gained through 
our supervision work has resulted in great stress being laid upon this point at the 
time application for loan is considered by the Loan Department. == ; 

Twelve settlers have repaid their loans in full, only one of whom has since 
disposed of his farm. Unfavourable market conditions this year have been respon- 
sible for much disappointment and dissatisfaction amongst the settlers. Anticipated 
profits in many cases have been converted intd losses, and as a result many of our 
best settlers have been forced to acknowledge their inability to meet their payments 
to the Board this fall. Notwithstanding this fact, 44.44 per cent of payments due 
have been collected, and we have assurance that this amount will be substantially 
increased during the early part of 1921. ~ ; eS 


‘COLLECTIONS 


Collections ‘in the Regina District, during the collection period of 1920, to date, 
have been fairly. satisfactory, in view of adverse conditions throughout the district. 
Adverse factors which have, to a large extent, governed the inability of some settlers 
in this district to meet their obligations to the board in full, are as follows :— 


Climatic Conditions—The peculiar manner in which the climatic conditions 
affected the crop returns throughout the entire district this year is remarkable. The 
excessive heat wave which passed over the district in the early part of July seriously 
affected crops which were in the fertilizing stage. Crops, however, which were in a 
more advanced stage of maturity survived the attack of this heat wave much better, 
therefore throughout the entire district some settlers have had very small crop 
returns, and other settlers—within a few miles—have been fortunate enough tc 
secure very fair returns, on account of their crops having been farther advanced 
when the hot winds arrived. 


Decrease in Grain Prices.—This factor has a great bearing upon the inability of 
a number of our settlers to repay, as a settler who had 500 bushels of wheat for sale, 
has lost practically $500 on this account. 

Despite these facts, however, the majority of our settlers realize that the board 
should receive the first consideration among their various creditors, and are paying 
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every. possible dollar they can spare, upon their indebtedness; however, it has been 
necessary for settlers to live during the past season, and they have consequently 
secured credit at local stores and, in some cases, obtained advances from banks, to 
carry. them along. In cases such as these, the local people have the advantage of 
the Board, by virtue of their being on the ground when settlers haul their grain to 
the elevators—it, of course, being impossible for our field supervisors to be present. 

Ninety-five per cent of the settlers in the Regina District are doing’ their utmost 
to meet their obligations, but some of them find it impossible, as their returns were 
insufficient for them to do so. This district office has not committed the board in the 
deferring of due payments to date. It will, however, be necessary to carry a number 
of these settlers over until next year. When authority is received from head office 
to defer payments, each case will be reviewed and dealt with on its merits. 


ADJUSTMENTS 


Very little difficulty is being experienced in this district in adjusting recent 
eases of failure of settlers to live up to their obligations undertaken to the board—in 
practically all such cases during the past three months, new settlers have been found 
to take over the obligation of the retiring settler, and little or no loss has been 
occasioned thereby, as it has been found that during the period in which the retiring 
settler occupied the property, considerable work had been done by him, thereby 
enhancing the land value, and offsetting any loss on sale of stock and equipment. 


INumbervor completed’ adjustment casess.) .../)0 +. colle) nec cess: 7 
Amount invested in completed adjustment cases, including interest 

BuoOl EN EhWOIy sles MERRY Gb Be) Bid oe Ger ast no ob do wa ao APMED 
Total amount realized from completed adjustment cases.. ...... 23,482 68 
Number of incomplete adjustment cases... .. .. .. .. «se os ee 
Total number of adjustment cases.. .. .. .. (64) 


Reasons for failure: Deceased, 1; medically unfit, 11; insane, 1; finances 
exhausted, unable to make payments, 5; abandoned farm on account of unsuitability 
of land, 9; abandoned farm on account of incapability, 3; abandoned farm, not sin- 
cere in fulfilling obligations, and absconding, 18; no apparent reason, 1; domestic 
infelicity, 8; family friction, 1; forced to sell for family reasons, 1; total, 54. 

Considerable difficulty has been encountered in the matter of disposal of sal- 
vaged lands, which are unfit for soldier settlement, on account of deterioration, 
through lack of cultivation and growth of weeds. Every endeavour is being made to 
dispose of such lands to other than soldier settlers. In dealing with land such as 
this, authority is being requested to lease the said land to either a returned soldier 
financially able to lease the same, or to other than a returned soldier, for a term of 
two or three years, on the crop payment plan, in order that the lessee may be in a 
position to summer-fallow the land the first year, thereby improving the board’s 
property, and producing therefrom a crop to his own benefit, by virtue of labour 
expended in summer fallowing, and rendering the land fit for resale at a later date. 
It is considered very unsound policy to allow salvaged lands to remain in a poor 
state of cultivation. pai ks : coke, 

Public sales of stock and equipment for cash have not proven to be very satis- 
factory this year; owing to the small amount of money in circulation in the rural 
districts much better prices could be obtained holding credit auction sales, but too 
many disadvantages would accrue by disposing of stock and equipment by this 
method. Very little, or no difficulty, is being experienced in disposing of equipment 
to other soldier settlers. 


HOME BRANCH 


The Home Branch has been a great assistance to settlers, in rendering relief and 
advice in matters pertaining to the home generally.: 
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A series of short courses was held in the months of February and March, for 
the purpose of providing instruction in home economics, applicable to conditions on 
farms in Saskatchewan, and incidentally to provide for the wives and relatives of 
settlers a deviation from their duties on the farm. 

A course of instruction was provided, free of charge, by the University of Sas- 
katchewan, and lectures of a high order were given. Transportation to the various 
points was provided by the Provincial Red Cross Society, including also taxi and 
livery bills, for the purpose of conveying the wives and relatives to their billets from 
the station. The total expenditure in this connection amounted to $1,184.51. 

At this point I would mention that, in this district, too high praise cannot be 
rendered to the co-operation and assistance—both financially and otherwise—which 
has been rendered to the board by the Red |\Cross Society. 

Free billeting accommodation was provided by the citizens at the various points 
where the courses were held. 

From February 2 to 7 a course was held at Swift Current, at which the attend- 
ance was 82 wives and 8 babies. 

March 1 to 6, at Moose Jaw, attendance was 72 wives and 22 babies. 

March 8 to 18, at Regina, attendance was 47 wives and 12 babies and children. 

At Swift Current course, local arrangements were adequately made by Mrs. 
Bennett, of the Provincial Local Council of Women. She was successful in securing 
the close co-operation of the various women’s and church organizations, and no effort 
was spared on the part of the local societies to co-operate with the board at this 
point. A nursery was provided, with an attendant in charge, by the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the Great War Veterans’ Association, and the various churches pro- 
vided meals at the hall, throughout the term of the course. 

Mrs. Allen, of the Provincial Local ‘Council of Women, was responsible for the 
carrying out of the local arrangements for the course held at Moosejaw. Here again 
the close co-operation of affiliated societies and church organizations was received. 
Financial contributions were also made by the G.W.V.A., Rotary Club, Kiwanis 
Club, and as a result of these contributions the Local Council of ‘Women defrayed 
the entire taxi bills, amounting to $79, at this point. Passes were arranged for the 
wives and relatives to all the theatres in the city. Lectures and demonstrations 
were held in the Salvation Army Citadel. The various church organizations pro- 
vided meals at the different churches. | 

Mrs. Omand, president of the Local Council of Women, made all local arrange- 
ments at Regina, and arranged the details in connection with providing of billets. 
Meals were served by church organizations at the different churches throughout the 
city. Passes to two of the theatres were issued, and the following organizations 
entertained the wives and dependents: I.0.D.E., Women’s Auxiliary to the G.W.V.A., 
Daughters and Maids of England; and the Next-of-Kin Society gave an opening 
banquet at the Y.M.C.A. Hut. This course was concluded in the offices of the 
Soldier Settlement Board and the staff attended the farewell social evening and 
dance to the visitors. All lectures and meetings were held in the City Hall. 

A joint course, between the ‘Saskatoon and Regina districts, was held at Yorkton, 
April 4 to 10: 


All the above-mentioned courses proved to be a success, and of great benefit to 
soldiers’ wives. 


General Co-operation—The undermentioned officials have rendered very valuable 
assistance to the Home Branch of the Board, in the carrying out of its work in the 
Regina District :-— 

Mr. Bee, Provincial Secretary, Patriotic Fund, Regina. 

Mr. Kerr, Commissioner, Red Cross Society, Regina. 

Mr. P. H. Gordon, Recording Secretary, Red Cross Society, Regina. 
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Mics Pentland, (then) Provincial Secretary Red Cross. 

Mrs. McAra, President, Local ‘Red Cross, Regina. 

Mrs. Rossie, Regent, Provincial Chapter, I.0.D.E. 

Mr. Mulloy and Mr. Withy, Labour Bureau, Parliament Buildings. 
Mrs. P. McAra, Regent Local Chapter, I.0.D.E., Regina. 

Miss McDonald, Head Travelling Libraries, Parliament Buildings. 
Dr. Seymour, Parliament Buildings, Regina. 

Mrs. Burrows, President, Home Makers’ Club, Regina. 

Mrs. Burbank, Provincial Secretary, Women’s Grain Growers. 
Mrs. Jones, Secretary, Provincial Employment Bureau, Regina. 
Mrs. Reynolds. 

Mrs. Bennett, President, Local Council of Women. 

Mr. Reynolds, Secretary, Neglected Children. 

Mr. Reekie, Secretary, Social Service, Regina. 

Mr. Selby, Secretary, Provincial Boy Scouts, ‘Regina. 

} Mr. Cameron, Provincial ‘Secretary, G.W.V.A. 

' Mr. Reid, Dairy Commissioner for Saskatchewan. 

Colonel Cross, Military Member, Regina. 

Mr. Hunter, Secretary, G.W.V.A., Regina. 

Mr. Lovan, Co-operative Creameries, Assistant General Manager, Regina. 
Mr. Kerr, Secretary, Junior Red Cross, Regina. 


LEGAL 


Since the 4th of November, 1919, until the 31st of December, 1920, 1,780 loans 
were reported by the Legal Branch; of these 1,093 were initial loans and 687 were 
additional loans. On December 31, 1920, of 1,093 loans handled by the Legal 
Branch there were only 51 in which settler had not been established, or where 
authority to disburse stock and equipment and permanent improvements had not 
been authorized. 


The total work performed by the Legal Branch in this district is as under :— 


Bills of sale and chattel RIOT TRAE? - aun pe Pas tg dk cele SEE < hpashenh & ie las, sewalebMeienmecs 450 
Replacement agreements... .. Sd ahh ened MAMAS: | ster Sigs Be ate ee! Rese 125 
Declarations re taxes, land, etc. BRS NaS PORE Me MCs Meek eee MA Cente re 240 
Caveats... . Sree ahaa ake Deetse 58 140 
Quit claim deeds, where settlers had ‘equity in ‘land. He Se Be 3k anc 120 
Transfers for settler... .. . 40 
Salvage documents, quit claim aeeas, recission notices, " affidavits, “ete. 50 
Leases... .. Si Ca, Se MOCO ero Ae cue O kaka Came 30 
Agreement for sale ‘to ‘civilians. as Wr petaues Pahete ce ay vo, Mame enn eRe ra 10 
Bonds of indemnity, powers of attorney. Sida tle Mote ais tieieorakee ferent ato ate 50 
Bpeciagiganiaavits undertakings eter e) gies ess) enctse sales tele eh cy 250 


GENERAL CONDITIONS 


General conditions throughout the Regina District may be summarized as being 
very satisfactory. The percentage of failures from all causes amounts to 3-11 of 
those established, and the satisfactory result obtained by way of collections in view 
of adverse conditions tends to show that our settlers in the Regina District, generally, 
are of good type, and if given reasonable consideration, assistance, and sound advice 
will make a success of their respective undertakings. The number of settlers who 
are going backward ‘is 26. 

Climatic conditions and crop returns for the year 1920, by subdistricts, are 
classified as under :— 


Subdistrict No. 1: Manor. 


This district suffered about 40 per cent crop failure, with the exception of a few 
isolated cases, where the land had been well cultivated and seeding operations were 
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completed early this spring. The cause of the failure was due principally to light 
precipitation, damage by grasshoppers and excessive heat during the month of July. 
The wheat crop was damaged a certain amount by rust in some localities, which 
materially reduced the yield and lowered the grade. Oats generally were well filled 
and yielded about thirty to forty bushels per acre. Light crop four years. 


Subdistrict No. 2, Stoughton. 
Subdistrict No. 3, Ogema. 
Subdistrict No. 4, Assiniboia. 


Crop conditions in these three districts do not vary materially. Profitable crops 
have been very much in minority, due principally to drought, excessive heat in the 
early stages of maturity. The soil in these three districts is not as rich in organic 
matter as the territory to the north of them, consequently does not retain the moisture 
nor stand the heat as well. ‘The territory in the neighbourhood of Estevan also 
suffered severe damage through a hailstorm and cyclone which passed over the dis- 
trict during the early part of August. Fair crops were harvested off the better class 
of soil in the northern parts of Districts No. 2 and 8, particularly along the Soo 
line from Weyburn northward, and on the Arcola line from Osage to Regina. 
During the past four years crops in the southern part of these three subdistricts 
have been unfavourable, but splendid crops were harvested in 1915 and 1916. 


Subdistrict No. 5, Meyronne. 


About a 30 per cent crop has been harvested in this district. Returns have been 
slightly more favourable than in the districts lying immediately to the east. Loss is 
attributed principally to excessive heat waves, and to a certain extent also to weeds 
which have badly infested this district during the past three or four years, on 
account of crop failures which have caused many more settlers to abandon their 
farms. 


Subdistrict No. 6, Shaunavon. 


With the exception of about twenty-five townships in the extreme southwestern 
corner, crops in this subdistrict have yielded better than in any other part of the 
Regina District. Wheat yielded as high as forty-three bushels and flax in many 
parts threshed twenty and twenty-two bushels. In the twenty-five townships referred 
to, no grain whatever was threshed. The territory bordering this suffered a certain 


extent from drought and Russian thistle, but profitable returns were realized. Light | 


crop returns were realized in 1918 and 1919. 


Subdistrict No. 7, Swift Current. 
Subdistrict No. 8, Maple Creek. 

With the exception of the territory lying immediately west and north of Maple 
Oreek (sand hills) crops throughout these two districts were good. The Swift Current, 
Maple Creek and Shaunavon subdistricts suffered most’ heavily from drought last 

year, but the majority of settlers have been “laced on their feet” by the 1920 crop. 
Crop returns in 1917, 1918 and 1919 were poor. 


Subdistrict No. 9, Morse. 
Subdistrict No. 10, Regina. 


Average returns have been received from crops in these two subdistricts. “On a 
strip of sandy land lying between the main line and the Riverhurse line ‘west of 


t 


Moose Jaw, there were-many cases of partial crop failure, due to the land not being 


able to withstand the excessive heat in July.. 
cael 
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Subdistrict No. 11, Qu’Appelle. 
Subdistrict No. 12, Broadview. 

These two subdistricts lying east of Regina had fair crops of wheat, but oat 
crop was the lightest for many years, damage principally due to drought and heat. 
The average yield of wheat ranged from ten to eighteen bushels, and as wheat was 
the principal crop in these two subdistricts profitable returns have been realized in 
practically all cases, except where the land was poorly cultivated. 


Subdistrict No. 14, Moosomin. 

From. Wapella to the Manitoba boundary the crops were slightly better than the 
territory lying to the west and south. Drought on lighter lands was responsible for 
a few crop failures in the southern part of this subdistrict Cdeimine Subdistrict 
No. 1), but returns in general were very favourable. 


Subdistrict No. 15, Melville. 

Rainfall in this subdistrict was heavier than in any other part of the Regina 
District and practically no crop failures were experienced except in a few isolated 
cases, where, due to poor farming, weeds have become too firmly established. 

A few instances of the adaptability of the returned soldier are given as under :— 


Settler Low, given permission to work out this winter, has secured work of a 
congenial nature, as referee at hockey games throughout the southern part of the 
province, for which he is remunerated $10 per game, and he is earning an average 
of $40 a week following this ocupation. 


Settler Ralph is procuring a livelihood by means of preaching throughout rural 
districts in the vicinity of his farm. 

Two other settlers have secured employment on the Regina police force for the 
winter months. 

All the settlers in this area are exhibiting very fine spirit and appreciate the 
assistance which has been rendered to them by the board. The majority of them 
have large areas of summer-fallow, to be seeded in the spring of 1921, and if they do 
not eventually succeed, it will not be through lack of effort on their own part. 


{ 


NEW LANDS OPENED 


Piapot Indian Reserve-—Fifteen thousand and forty acres of land, en bloc, on 
the Piapot Indian Reserve was purchased from the Soldier Settlement Board on 
April 21, 1920, by fifty-three qualified applicants. 

This land, situated about six miles from Zehner, Sask., was entirely unimproved 
at the time sale was effected. The surface soil consists of rich clay loam about ten 
inches in depth over a clay subsoil. The ground is undulating in character and 
carries a considerable quantity of light poplar and willow scrub. This can be cleared, 
with little difficulty. 

Splendid progress has been made by these settlers during the past season. Apart 
from erecting the necessary buildings and fences, sinking wells and putting up 
about 1,200 tons of hay, 2,200 acres have been broken and prepared for crop in 1921. 

Considerable difficulty has been experienced in procuring water. After a survey 
of the situation it was found necessary to obtain special authority to sink community 
wells, as an adequate supply of water could not be assured at a depth of less than 
250 feet. Two of these have been completed and are operating satisfactorily. It is 
expected that two more will be sunk in the early spring. The cost is met by the 
board and charged to the settlers’ land purchase loan under special ten-year repay- 
ment contract. The two wells in operation cost $967 and $925 respectively. In one 
ease four settlers are bearing the expense and in the other the well is shared by 
three. 
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The Rural Municipality and the Provincial Department of Public Works have 
given assurance that satisfactory roads will be constructed during the coming season. 
Substantial grants have already been made for this purpose and many settlers are 
engaging themselves during the winter months clearing the roads for grading next 
spring. - 

Ochopowace Reserve-—This land was also sold on April 21, 1920. In this case 
there are thirty settlers farming 8,960 acres. Like the Piapot settlers, their progress 
has been most satisfactory. 

One thousand six hundred and fifty acres have been broken and prepared for 
crop in addition to the erection of the necessary buildings, fences, ete. 

The soil on the Ochopowace Reserve may be classified as a sandy loam with a 
light clay subsoil, the surface is covered with a healthy growth of prairie hay and 
carries a considerable quantity of light poplar which can easily be sold or used for 
fuel. An abundant supply of water is obtainable at a depth of from 20 to 60 feet. 

The land is situated at a distance of only three miles from the village of White- 
wood, in one of the oldest and best established districts in the province of Saskatche- 
wan. 

STAPLE CROPS 


Quantity and value of staple crops produced 


Kkind Quantity Value 
Wiheaes 2) 93 at oa, Ce een anes 875,000 bush. $1,500,000 
Oats and Jcoarser icerealsn. Meee sein cee 475,000 ss 850,000 
Haya ands fOdders.: With. 0 ea eters ne 20,000 tons 280,000 

$2,130,000 
Acreage’ of new land brought under cultivation.. .. .. .... 31,000 acres 
Total acreage of land cleared by cultivation... «. .. <«.-<. 14,000 
Total number of men settled on improved lands.. .. .. .. 1,328 
Total number of men settled on unimproved lands, including 
Dominion JAaAnNads ii ..com is pce cn ee rms. REE Gctslecs Boe 
Approximate value of live stock produced 
(Oise Oe a eater i ry bere Pra hs Ae eee intin hn bec os ia: acy ok ING ks) wd) Ache $30,000 
Horses: « 17,500 
Hogs. a A Ech ie oe 25a 10,000 
Poultry and dairy produce. . 35,000 
Total value of live stock, increase and produce.. .. .. $92,500 
EDMONTON DISTRICT, ALTA. 
STATISTIOS. TO, MARCH. 31,1921 
LOANS 
Total number of settlers to whom loans granted....... .. .. Sgu0o 
Totalvamount, of loansssranteds Aisne sete Crome ere ns. topics rtp 1a O10) olor omeee 
Number of 'settlers— Amount 
1,28 bon Dominion lands... 4. <4) ccc pies Vere Eee er) le ce SL i eee 

SHS OM DELVANCLY-OWNMCOTAMOSin « 5s 0 nuke ae asrsek Saas) ers 702,482 38 
Le P2 on purchased: lands... .0s «as Ga oe eee fer te 8,891,708 80 
esi MOUAL cscs esis sc) vn aaelks ME ey cole nips” ete oalianea On O Gion ame 
Total doansetors purchase Of land! .. sc seme eee mtuen fel tts) Atle) DS itn eee 

s memoval’ of vencumbrances mule eee slekae 130,460 14 
S Permanent WM pPromenrentsry ws e-em eee ee wee Seas 1,143,298 12 
ie Stock and (Equipnien tsameme are Ree rtEe ee ers io Sane 4,771,162 96 

Moule. walk eset Gt Anal ee ee on inde lait Ug ere a $11,520,663 25 
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QUALIFICATION 


Poraiknumber OL applicants, Qualified al. Ga csc meets Dapers (are Ce ir 
He oe disqualified Litt aa ce er eee 781 

BY in abeyance, recommended for 
CEAVLINE pe MC APA Chee ee 244 
Total number of ‘applicants CGISDOSEC FOr geo nee ce ies. ete es 7,142 


REPORT BY THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, GEORGE McMORRIS, 
TO DECEMBER 31, 1920 


The Soldier Settlement Board commenced operations in this district with offices 
in Edmonton, early in 1918, co-operating with respect to the land settlement of 
returned soldiers, with officials of the Land Branch of the Department of the Interior. 

Under the Act of 1917, loans were made on Dominion lands and privately-owned 
lands only, up to a maximum of $2,500, to be used for the purpose of erecting per- 

ment improvements on the land, and for the purchase of stock and equipment to 
odes rate the settler’s farm 

With the dbineneneeniont of demobilization, and the broadening of legislation 
affecting the settlement of returned soldiers on the land, the work assumed much 
greater proportions, entailing the employment of 1a larger staff and the perfecting of 
a complete organization for the purpose of inspecting and valuing lands, and doing 
a general business of a loan company, as well as the valuation of stock and equipment. 
The amount of business transacted in this office grew during the early months of 
1919 very rapidly, until in August of that year, approval of loans for the sum of 
$2,172,029 for that month were effected through this ‘office for land settlement 
purposes. 

The first meeting of the Edmonton Loan Advisory Committee was held on May 7, 
1918. The original committee consisted of prominent local business men under an 
elected chairman, and with a representative of the board as a member. With some 
changes, the committee continued to work and meetings were held regularly until the 
appointment, on January 10, 1920, of a Resident Loan Advisory Committee, with the 
district superintendent as chairman. Since that date, this Resident committee has 
passed upon and advised with respect to all loans granted by this office. 

Since the commencement of the board’s operations the number of land appraisers 
employed in this district was constantly varied. During the winter the inspection 
work practically ceases, and very few appraisers ar employed. In June, 1920, twenty- 

four appraisers were actively employed on land inspection work. At present we have 

one chief inspector and two other inspectors only, employed by this office. The work 
of our land inspectors has during the past proved very satisfactory. Since March 
1, 1920, when accurate records were commenced, the total saving effected for settlers 
through our careful appraisal, amounts to $1,334,910.50. 

In a general way, the initial loan with respect to permanent improvements and 
stock and equipment, is made sufficiently large to permit the settler to get well on 
with his establishment. Jn this office, these initial loans average $600 for permanent 
improvements where necessary, and $1,500 for stock and equipment. 

The following table will give in concrete form an idea of the work effected by 
our Land and Loan Departments :— 


MotalnumMbersOLHNnSHections mM adenomas tame lett ade Me eed. LS: 6,392 
Total acreage purchased (net).. .. . De oGlo LOM eT OME eM Read) 
Average price per acre of land ‘actually. purchased. BisMer sine sth tise, is 16 50 
Maximiuny numberrot inspectorsucmployeds svn. sn ue fe lse Sm ons 24 


Particular attention has been given in this eee to bid phase of our work 
respecting the inspection and appraisal of lands. Prior to the commencement of the 
work of land inspection in the spring of 1920, all land appraisers were called into 
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conference at the district office and fully instructed in the provisions of the Act, the 
regulations of the board, and the form of their report, and generally made acquainted 
with the procedure of the district office, and the policy of the board. Instructions 
affecting all departments of their work were given each appraiser, and each matter 
upon which they would be expected to report in connection with land inspection, was 
carefully gone into. 

At this conference, particular attention was directed to that phase of inspection 
work with respect to land for which application to purchase had been made, and 
appraisers were instructed to report every phase of the proposed transaction which 
might come to their attention. In the valuation of land, stress was laid on the fact 
that the valuations were to be placed on cash values. 

Up to the present time, good land both unimproved and improved, has been 
obtainable in this district at a reasonable price, and our land appraisers have proved 
a great assistance and saving to the settlers. 


TRAINING 


The training of applicants for qualification in this district at the present time is 
practically confined to “practical training with farmers.” 

An institutional course was given in conjunction with the Provincial Department 
of Agriculture during the period November 15, 1919, to February 15, 1920. Thirty- 
five applicants from this district availed themselves of this course. Of those taking 
this course twenty-five have since qualified. Six have become established settlers in 
this district. 

The amount paid for the subsistence of men in training up to the period ending 
February 28, 1921, from this office, is $21,220.57, during which time one hundred and 
twenty-nine men in training were in receipt of allowances. 

Little difficulty is experienced in placing applicants with practical farmers, 
except in winter months, and our records show that every opportunity is offered to the 
man in training by his employer to gain a general practical experience. 


FIELD SUPERVISION 


Field supervision in this district is a work of considerable difficulty. Large 
areas of pioneer country with limited or no railway facilities confront us, and the 
matter of transportation of the Field Staff in some supervision areas is a problem 
only to be overcome by the provision of Government-owned outfits. 

The district is divided into twenty-nine supervision areas, and is covered by thirty- 
four field men under the direction of the district agriculturist. 

Up to December 31, 1920, 18,410 visits to settlers have been made by our field _ 
supervisors. : 


SCHOOL LANDS 


Early in 1920, arrangements were made between the board and the Provincial 
Government, for the appraisal of sckool lands in the district, which had been applied 
for as farms by qualified returned soldiers. An arbitrator was appointed by the 
Minister of the Interior, and one by the Provincial Government. These arbitrators 
met several times for the purpose of arriving at a value to be placed upon the land, 
but unhappily were not able to arrive at an agreement. In all 37 parcels of. land 
were considered by the arbitrators, without being able to agree, and being advised 
by the Provincial Authorities that as in their opinion an agreement did not appear 
likely to ensue, our appraisals were stopped on July 8, and each applicant was notified 
as to the result, and advised to seek other land. 
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BOBTAIL INDIAN RESERVE 


During the fall of 1919, a portion of the Bobtail Indian Reserve near Ponoka, 
Alberta, was acquired by the board from the Indian Department, and disposed of to 
qualified settlers. 

An area of 6,692 acres was obtained and divided into 30 farm units, having an 
average of 223.16 acres. These farm units were disposed of by ballot, and during 
the past year a prosperous community has developed on this ground. 


ADJUSTMENT CASES 


It has been found necessary, from various causes, during the past year to effect 
adjustment with respect to a small percentage of our settlers, in some cases repossessing 
the stock and equipment and foreclosing the loan. 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT IN ALBERTA 


A portoin of the oat field of Mr. L. M. Robertson, near Didsbury. This crop garnered in 
1920 yielded about 100 bushels to the acre. Mr. Robertson, who lost a leg in the war, 
served in France with the 2nd C.M.R. He was able to pay his loan in full December, 
1920. 


A total of 311 cases have been definitely dealt with and adjustment proceedings 
carried out. The reasons making these proceedings necessary, have been approximately 
as follows: Death of settler, ill-health of settler, domestic trouble, fraudulent action, 
abandonment, etc., land. 

The various classifications shown above must be considered as approximate only, 
us it is oftentimes very difficult to determine the exact cause of individual failures. 
For example, while the primary cause may have been domestic trouble, there 
may be other contingent causes which brought the settler to the district office with 
a request that he be permitted to execute quit claim. General discouragement due 
to the unsettled market conditions, has undoubtedly resulted in a number of settlers 
giving up farming operations. 

LA. 
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On account of the drop in market prices, considerable difhiculty was experienced 
in the district during the latter part of 1920, in disposing of the stock and equipment 
of settlers in adjustment. . 


COLLECTION RETURNS 


During ‘September, 1920, a conference of all our field supervisors and heads of 
departments was held at the district office, for the purpose of instituting an aggressive 
gampaign. It was felt that this ecnference would serve a useful purpose, as many 
supervisors required instructions with respect to the repayment of loans, and the policy 
of the board in the matter ef collections. 

Considering the adverse market conditions which have prevailed during the past 
three or four months in this district our collection returns are on the whole very 
satisfactory. os 

It is anticipated that during the next three months, our collections will continue 
to come in, and these amounts will be greatly augmented by the spring of 1921. 


SCARCITY OF FEED 


It is doubtful if the district included in the administration of this office, has 
ever passed through a more trying period than during the past fifteen months. In 
1919, a short harvest in many parts resulted in a scarcity of feed, and was followed 
by a long and severe winter, commencing about the middle of October, 1919, and 
continuing until the middle of April, 1920. Feed became very scarce and almost 
impossible to obtain towards spring. Some stock died, and the private means of many 
settlers became exhausted in their efforts to carry over their stock. In many instances 
oat sheaves sold at 25 cents each, and hay up to $60 per ton. 


This possible feed situation had been foreseen by the board, and stringent restric- . 


tions were placed on the purchase cf live stock. These restrictions resulted in the 
prevention of many losses to settlers, and the board’s policy at that time has been 
very favourably commented on by settlers. 

On account of the hard winter, and the scarcity of seed and feed, it was neces- 
sary for the board to come to the assistance of many settlers, in respect to obtaining 
for them the necessary feed for their stock, and seed for their farming operations. 
This district was also called upon to disburse approximately $47,000 during the 
month of April, 1920, for seed and feed, and a total disbursement was made for this 
purpose during the winter and early spring, of over $128,000, this in addition to the 
normal disbursement of loans. 


The spring of 1920 was extremely late and wet. Seeding was not accomplished 


until well on in May, and on accourt of the settlers’ stock in many instances being 
run down, farming operations were slow and tedious, but more favourable conditions 
followed during the growing season. The frost held off until exceptionally late, and 
a good crop was harvested, only to be followed by such a slump in grain prices as to 
make the harvest of very little value in many instances, this on account of the original 
high cost of the seed; high cost of labour and threshing operations in many cases 
completely offset the return from the crop. 

In addition to the drop in practically all kinds of farm produce—cattle, horses 
and hogs—it was very discouraging to the beginner, who had only completed the 
purchase of the stock and equipment at high prices. 

In spite of these distinetly adverse conditions, our settlers in this district have 
made in most instances very satisfactory progress, as will be seen from the following 
production table :— 
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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION TABLE 


LO leacrearereontrolledupy, poard!)) cc de Mae re te ee ee ec 714,895 
Totalaenrcare under cultivation! 19s oH: CA A Oe Game cite clo Reins wo biteraiesus 114,380 
Acreage broken by settlers... .. BB emer HEAPS. Ciel oO een 21,059 
Average size of settler’s holding (acres). a tes Meh | Vee ace Stale ae 240 
NMumbersofehorsestowned by iseltlérs.)/ {3.0 er CER ee Shite otis Uae 12,039 
Average number of horses per settler. Ee ae OS Sl cr OE eae eo 4 
INDIMDERTOL- Ca ctelesOWwMeGaDYTSECtlersia lb, son Ge Me i AS matin ds leven oe 24,436 
Average number of cattle per settler. Malt Wt 8-1 
Total number of bushels of wheat produced by settlers i in "1920. a 245,000 
Total number of bushels of oats produced by settlers in 1920.. .. .. 1,966,993 
Total number of tons of hay cut by settlers in 1920............ Diels 0 


THE HOME BRANCH 


Since the organization of our Home Branch, this department has rendered very 
valuable service to our settlers and their families. A total of 873 visits have been 
alge home counsellors to the settlers’ homes, for the purpose of rendering assist- 
ance or giving advice when requested. These visits are not made with any view to 
supervision or inspection, and no effort is made to interfere in any way with the 
home errangements of the settlers. This branch has also distributed a great many 
bulletins to the wives of settlers. 

The Home Branch in its work co-operates very largely with the Red Cross, 
Patriotic Fund organization, and the I.0.D.E., the Extension Branch of the Uni- 
versity, and the Department of Public Health of Alberta, and other public welfare 
organizations. All these organizations have during the past rendered very material 
assistance in our work. Through the efforts of the Home Branch the Red Cross 
sent a nurse to Pouce Coupe, where a small hospital is now located. Also, through 
the efforts of the Home Branch, the Department of Public Health has sent 4 nurse 
to Red Willow in the Grande Prairie District, and contemplates sending nurses to 
Valhalla and ‘Swan River in the near future. 


STAFF 


In June, 1920, our rea was at its maximum; a staff of 231 was employed in 
this district. The staff now employed numbers 141, making a reduction from June 
to December of 90 members. 

In closing this report, I wish to express my appreciation of the loyalty and 
co-operation of the heads of departments, and all the members of the staff in the 
work of this district. 


POUCE COUPE SUB-DISTRICT 


, Report spy Districr SuperintENDENT Grorce McMorris 


1. Number of established settlers, 65. 


Percentage of salvage, 13-3 per cent. 
’ I 
Percentage of collections, 37 per cent. 


2. Settlement is about 80 miles from head of. steel. 

3. There are three main routes of entry to the Pouce Coupe District, namely :— 

(1) By river from Peace River crossing to Pouce Coupe land, thence by team 
to the settlement: 170 miles by river, 15 miles to north of settlement—road, 30 miles 
to south of settlement—yroad. 

This route is open in summer only. Roads generally are good within the settle- 
ment. Boats run at irregular intervals, usually one per week. Owing to the fact 
that rail traffic to Peace River crossing is disorganized this summer this route is not 
of much use to the settlement. 
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(2) By trail from Spirit river. This is mainly a winter trail 55 miles from 
Spirit river to the east bank of the Pouce Coupe river. The trail enters about the 
middle of the settlement and settlers are at varying distances 10 miles to north and 
south and up to 40 miles west, thus the settlers at the north of the Sketchly settle- 
ment are 95 miles from Spirit river. 

Most of the grain from Pouce Coupe is ee ith out in winter over this route 
and the settlement depends on bringing in most of the heavy freight on return trips. 
This trail is impassable for heavy loads in summer, even with ample horse power. 

(3) The mail route from Grande Prairie to Pouce Coupe. This trail is 100 
miles from Grande Prairie to Pouce Coupe post office, 120 miles to the north of the 
settlement and 145 miles to the most northerly settlers west of the Cutbank river. 
This is a winter route only for heavy loads. It is possible in summer for light loads 
only and occasionally for automobiles. 


CALGARY DISTRICT, ALTA. 


STATISTICS TO MARCH 31, 1921 


LOANS 
Total number of settlers to whom loans granted.. .. ........ 2,430 
Totalvamount of loans fsrantedas Ge) Geek.) cist er) ll) ee i eee Oe SO Ren OM 
Number of settlers Amount 
490 on Dominion land.. .. rk A OT A Oe re Oot eee OND) 
210 on privately- owned lands. Pe Rta Seine ied IS tame OREO eS 707,372 00 
73 0consg purchased, lands. yee sau cle ee ont ke ei) aaa era OOo, Oa OPE 
2,430 Total feel Py, Cetin eroh Aart ee EAMETS. Lt Peto dep OmO Oma 
Total loans for purchase of land.. .. ciated ht epee atstl yes | 5.819 Os Ol erSlOMmn EL 
ee ue “removal of encumbrances. eer ert eee ete tags, stoi 301,557 20 
aa oe ““. permanent lmprovementS.n Ss a)... a.) eee eh 2eeOb 4s 
a <~ stock ‘and! Fequiipment:-.5 asuaeis mente cro mete 6 3,820,811 65 
MMOGs a) aie etsy Re cus) emis Deena es ters el ee. Tes opel ge ome eS mma 
QUALIFICATION 
Total number of applicants CQUATIMIC As cx owen eis. Bp euaaucee oe shat y hues a a A 
disqualified. Sr es ree cota ee 976 
" oe ut "% in abeyance, recommended for training. 167 
a " wy GISPOSEGT OL: « sack cone oe Gee a LOO: 


REPORT BY DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, THOMAS SMITH, TO 
DECEMBER 81, 1920 


LANDS 


By a process of elimination and close checking of inspectors’ reports, we are 
now practically free of mistakes arising from carelessness or ignorance, and should 
a great discrepancy occur in the valuation of the same piece of land by two or more 
inspectors, this discrepancy can be looked upon as legitimate, and not accidental, as 
each inspector may have valued the land from a different viewpoint and would have 
good reasons for substantiating his valuation. Speaking generally, the reason for the 
difference in valuation of land by different men is on account of their various opinions 
of the value of raw land. I consider that when a general agreement has been reached 
on raw land value among our inspectors, the main difficulty in getting dependable 
appraisals has been removed. By raw land I mean raw arable land which can be 
ploughed right away. 
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Several of the farms purchased by the board have been bought at a price consider- 
ably below the inspector’s valuation. This in itself does not prove that he was wrong, 
but rather goes to show that the vendor was anxious to sell and that cash was needed, 
therefore, willing to take considerably less than he might get on ordinary terms of 
sale and after some delay. Land can be valued on a producing basis, but in several 
cases I have worked out, the actual cost to the board has been considerably less than 
the land was worth on paper. 

Inspectors whom we were obliged to lay off this year were employed by some of 
the large real estate investors to value lands after leaving the service of the board, 
one of these inspectors getting a contract to inspect an area of 60,000: acres.. I only 
mention this to show that our inspectors’ valuations and judgment are held in 
respect by local men. 


LAND LISTINGS AND PRICE REDUCTIONS 


} The work of this branch is mostly taken up in interviewing intending settlers 
requiring information on their own choice of location and farms listed with us and 
in other ways guiding them to locate good sound propositions, and while statistics 
are not available to indicate the results obtained from these interviews and the 
information given, yet there is no doubt but what this has been of great help to 
hundreds of settlers, and of considerable assistance to ourselves in disposing of their 
cases. 

The following is a summary of the work of this department :— 


Nurmb Creonehistine stmecei vied ath wsl, Sf Mls st ld ae eee ee ea ycteene: 4,540 
Number sapplleds Toles hays 15 Seon bis nent Loki) ere ee oth gee 974 
Number bought... ... PA ee tas Wey Gee hele 648 


The average reduction in price, $4.50 per acre. 


The average reduction in price—$4.50 per acre. 


AVERAGE PRICE PER ACRE 


Average acreage of land purchased, per settler .. .... .. (acres) 200 

Mera SerpricePPeLSACresctan © se & tt. Ree Vee ee eee $18 00 

Total acreage purchased. . MES tn 1! tin rien AL CEN aaa we 359,437-34 

Total number of land inspections made .. .. (quarter-sections) 6,270 
LOANS 

Generale averareeloane per ySettleran, iy ie tee, is cd aes aie $4,880 53 


Average per settler of total loans on— 


(a) Purchased land.. OGY wee acon Ne Clam rare ln celal Sc ie ae 5,643 79 
Ch) lerivatelys Owned a lanier. so) ss mh Oni tena ene 8,744 41 
(c) Dominion land.. a Oricon 


STOCK AND EQUIPMENT PURCHASES 


Figures are not available prior to April 1, 1919, but the following statement 
indicates stock and equipment purchases by the board at this office between April 1, 
1919, and December 31, prices paid and saving effected on equipment. 


Live stock purchased between April 1, 1919, and December 31, 1920 


No. Total Cost Average 
LOU GOS Syn scr aaear Sake pce inc Aplin, ah bese 6,358 $958,857 12 150 81 
COWS ert aii Ae es eels, ee hs bee 5,706 479,411 17 84 02 
GSULU Sy Ace el e hal fo Mee A. Aen S, 4,410 175,217 06 ot) 83 
ROLE Cle EAs se har ee gl ach Re tec tN me. 1,435 16,648 90 11 60 
SUVARI Owen Nee Roe ee ae eae Th eee A ek ee 842 14,983 89 Li. 19 
MR OULor yy ox 12s: ere? Fh ree A.) ee, Ee 13,265 12,299 97 ON Sa. 
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Equipment 


HOTA COSE MEE St hee es si. woken sy ate, RGA eh ces dea te es ice oaeaee 
SAVIN OV GL IELAIL: DIICE.. eis sole eres ie at MogeVuMenc mn mnnOnG UACYE rae th ce\ron ge 118,302 35 


Considering the prevailing market values of live stock in the Calgary district 
between April 1, 1919, and December 31, 1920, the live stock purchased for settlers 
in this district have been purchased at a price well within the ruling market price 
for the period. 

SETTLERS IN TRAINING 


In the summer of 1919, more applications were received from farmers who wished 
to obtain help than could be filled by this office, while during the winter of 1919 and 
1920, little difficulty was experienced in placing prospective settlers in training. 
There were therefore few men sent to the St. Eloi Training Centre which had been 
established at Crossfield. 

Applicants who had been training under the supervision of the board during the 
season of 1919, and who had made good use of their time, were given the opportunity 
of taking a three months’ course during the winter months at the Vermilion Agricul- 
tural School. A large percentage took advantage of this'and no doubt the knowledge 
gained there has proved of great advantage to them. 

During the past season we were fortunate in being able to secure employment for 
all the applicants who were advised to take training. This, however, is not the case 
at the present time, and it has been exceedingly difficult to place men for the winter, 
who have been training all summer. This, no doubt, is due to the fall in the prices 
of all grains and also of cattle, as farmers who had promised to employ some of our 
men all winter have had to dispense with their services. | 

Field supervisors are instructed to visit all settlers in training at least once a 
month. 

The following statistics will give some idea of the work done by the Training 
Branch of this office :— 


Allowances paid cto settlers instrainine:.. cre wee wees cee ene EoiC TO Gmeo 
INGMberof ‘settlers strained)... sat 7e: med al si kiees ire wee er amr ee ee 218 
INmmber on Settlers in traininga, 0 a ase oe eee an arcu oc eiep eka 62 


SUPERVISION OF OPERATIONS 


In the early stages of field supervision work the time of the field man was 
required to look after the supervision of purchases and the handling of special cases 
on instructions from the district office. Owing to the pressure of work, field super- 
visors had to keep going practically night and day in order to keep their work from 
piling up on them. 

At the present time quite a large percentage of our settlers are equipped and have 
their farming operations well launched, and with this stage at hand, the field men get 
in some good constructive work in helping the settler who is not sure of himself (1 
would say 40 per cent of our settlers are in this class) to formulate a farm manage- 
ment policy for his particular proposition. Our field men are essentially practical 
agriculturists who are familiar with local conditions and by discussing farm opera- 
tions with their settlers they endeavour to get each farm on a sound, economic, paying 
basis. This I may state is in some instances 1a rather difficult task, but the good work 
done by field men in this connection cannot be over-estimated. 


Bookkeeping.—The field men endeavour to impress upon the settlers the import- 
ance of keeping some system of farm accounts. For the more or less technically 
educated settler the large S.S.B. Farm Book-keeping book is available, but for an 
average settler the Commission of Conservation Farm Book-keeping book serves the 
purpose very well. The effect of the field supervisors’ efforts in this connection is 
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indicated by the fact that there is a very small percentage of our settlers who are 
not at least keeping account of receipts and expenditures, while a number of the 
settlers have a fairly efficient system of cost accounting. While figures are not 
available,-I would venture the statement that the most of the book-keeping done in 
the average agricultural community of southern Alberta is ‘done by soldier settlers. 


Co-operative Effort—In the formation of live stock associations and in extension 
work, generally, this office has experienced the hearty co-operation of the Provincial 
and Dominion Departments of Agriculture. The Dominion Live Stock Branch in 
many instances have extended their regulations to the limit in order that our settlers 
might have the services of pure-bred sires for their flocks and herds. 

Nearly every rural centre in southern Alberta has.a U.F.A. local, and settlers are 
encouraged by the field supervisors to Join these clubs in order to enjoy the advantages 
dcpruing from the co-operative marketing of Jive stock and produce, etc., and the 
eo‘operative buying of such equipment as fence-posts, feed, ete. Generally speaking 
soldier settlement is not dense enough to permit the successful operation of co-opera- 
tive organizations composed entirely of soldier settlers. 


INUIMDEE TOL evIsttSECOneEsta lished (Settlers 2/2 sliemeaerciay wre, ee ofall al Doi eece nnd eb 
INTIMDEeGEOLe VASITSavOmSethlers cin wie lMi MSs. oy |) siete ieee ACN pce is ss cee als 4 
7 


COLLECTIONS 


Total collections as at the 31st of December amount to 47-22 per cent of the 
amount due, and while this is smaller than was anticipated yet it is found that our 
collections compare favourably with those of the large loan and farm machinery com- 
panies, who have for years made a specialty of their collection departments, and in 
view of the exceptional conditions which have prevailed throughout the west, settlers 
have met their re-payments as far as possible. 


ADJUSTMENTS 


By reason of close supervision a great saving in final adjustments has been made 
in settlers who for various reasons have had to leave their farms. Statistics referring 
to adjustment cases herewith :— 


MID eGrMCOMpleted. Se aes Mace been bey Mes dco tal ays fais te yatta ee ws 18 
POILOMM INV SLOG ascahn 8. Sabie vetite echcw sha. aie) Geta vit ss de sta) 3,0) LS ME ee POO, OSD. OL 
Amount realized.. ea ies We tare ects) Us lak Riecakes eet le ee Sal DO OO 
INU ERLOL CASES: IMCONMMICCC cals aver iets. Latin Neha bees Go ace e we shus een whet Ae 81 


Reasons for failures summarized— 


Death of settler... 9 
Domestic trouble. . HAS a ark OR ee ns er ee ee 15) 
ENVOVEH AG KON ROMS) OME seen nA teh eA icy AA Eee Eto OMp Oboe oie Maen cli | eh NE 25, 
Non-residence. . See thot So Ry 5: hau hen Sr oraletc ai ieee legs ct Oe ae 11 
Discouragement (personal request from settler to sign quit 
GlaimrG GGG). ee A ake so) See ees ious a haae MOR aeyie hi Esl, Mike xo 14 
Milhealthoa@Mnecludine further farmines) we wie auebesc so seen 8 at 17 
Inexperience. . i 4 
NSA C ie NP eae rie aye 2 
Fraudulent action.. 2 


Total.. 


| 3 | 


HOME BRANCTL 


The Home Branch was organized in this office on January 26, 1920, at which 
date all married settlers were circularized advising them of the inauguration of this 
department and the purpose for which it was organized. 

During the winter months the work was mostly done by correspondence. Bulletins 
were sent out on such subjects as: care of the baby, poultry raising, canning, curing 
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meats, butter making, soap making, washing fluid, softening water, sugar saving 
recipes, bread making, packing eggs and salting vegetables. 

Advice has also been given upon gardening, home decorations, finishing woodwork, 
pensions, gratuity, hospital arrangements, and organizing of schools. 

Other assistance rendered to settlers and their families has been making arrange- 
wnents for women to come to Calgary for treatment or operations in the Mount View 
Sanitarium. 

Mothers’ pensions have been obtained for three widows of settlers. 

In co-operation with the Department of Education schools have been established 
in two districts. 


INSTRUCTION IN BUTTER MAKING 


The accompanying cut illustrates the practical course in butter making at the convention 
of soldier settlers’ wives held at Red Deer, Alta. 


From Public Health Department, Regina, 100 baby pamphlets; from Extension 
Department, Manitoba, 75 cook books; from Ogilvie Flour Company, 12 English and 
French cook books, and other necessary bulletins from the Provincial and Dominion 
Publication Branches. 


Number of visits to settlers’ home.. ar VaR tse: some. pie) cute Yen 644 
Total number of settlers visited in hospital. . Pees Sic vcitce Lots S¥oee ceaieee 68 
Mileage by rail.. 3 Sty Siw eR Otae oa Aaa EOD SM hehe sich eee Sree EOS Oe 
Mileagerby car A289 %) <0 s:.1tet ass aes Ce eee a ae et oe Ue eeet. ee, mei 


The assistance of this department is being thoroughly appreciated by the settlers 
and their families, as is evidenced from the following extract taken from one of many 
similar letters :— 
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“Through your kind offices, I have received quite a lot of bulletins, giving 
me very useful information, that will be invaluable to me in the daily routine 
of farm work, and I write this note to show my appreciation of the work you 
are doing and the help you are giving.” 


LEGAL DEPARTMENT 


It is estimated that since the inception of this department, a saving to the 
public in registration fees has been effected to the extent of approximately $16,000, 
by reason of the policy adopted, which requires the vendor of land to the board to 
pay the registration fees on the transfer to the board. This estimate is based on an 
average transfer fee on purchases of $10, and I am sure this figure is a very conserva- 
tive one. 


eee conditions in this district are very fair. No part can be described as 
flourishing at the present, but on the other hand no part of it is suffering from want. 
This is largely owing to the fall in prices of grain, stock and other products. Farmers 
are holding their grain for an increase, and money is not circulating as it would had 
the grain been disposed of. General conditions throughout the district are better than 
they were a year ago in spite of higher prices obtained at that time. 

There has been throughout the past year, a gradual readjustment in all direc- 
tions, and from the settler’s point of view, although he may be temporarily hard 
up for cash, he can face the winter with abundance of feed, and assurance that his 
stock are not going to suffer, which in several localities he was not able to do last 
year. 

The open winter has enabled a great amount of fall ploughing to be done, and 
in all the general conditions in this district may be described as extremely favour- 
able and we can look forward with confidence to 1991. 


GENERAL CONDITIONS IN DISTRICT 


GENERAL PROGRESS BY SETTLERS 


The general progress of established settlers is satisfactory, and while those who 
had an average crop have not realized as much revenue as anticipated owing to 
the fall prices, yet with an anticipated decrease in the cost of operation and with 
an average crop next year the majority of settlers will be in a sound financial posi- 
tion as jour oldest settlers now have all the equipment they need, and will also 
have the advantage of increased acreage in crop. 

The attached statistical statement shows the progress which hag been made in 
bringing additional land under cultivation. 


NEW TRACTS OPENED 


Pope Lease-—The most important of these is the “Pope Lease” in townships 
29, ranges 21 and 22. 

The Pope Lease lands were practically all bought at the sale held in the Calgary 
office, and all applicants were satisfied with the locations they received by ballot. 
Considerable publicity had been given this land and great interest was taken in its 
disposal by both civilians and soldier settlers. The land is well situated and soil is 
gcod. Farmers established in the vicinity were particularly anxious to secure entry 
for these lands and as it was sold to soldier settlers at a reasonable price the pros- 
pects for them to meet their indebtedness to the board and become established 
farmers are excellent. 

The transportation facilities have improved since this land was sold to our 
settlers. At that time the distance from a railway was thirteen miles from the 
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western boundary and eight miles from the eastern boundary; since then the 
Oanadian Pacific Railway have been constructing an extension, which runs parallel 
to and almost touches the south boundary, which when completed should place all 
our settlers within six miles of transportation. 

This settlement may be regarded as an ideal one from the board’s point of view, 
fulfilling as it does the best requirements of settlement, and taken up by a class 
of men from whom-the board is justified in expecting the best results. These men 
waited a long time for the final disposition of this land. The majority of them 
knew the locality well before the war, and they constitute the best type of soldier 
settlers, being young and experienced, and showing by their determination to take 
up raw land that they are far sighted and prepared for hard work. This settle- 
ment by its success will fulfil the basic principle of the soldier settlement scheme, 
which is greater production from the development of raw land. 

Every encouragement in the way of practical concessions is given these men 
by the board and they have every opportunity of making a success of their farming 
operations. The majority of them have been hard at work this year, and the following 
is a summary in brief of the cultivation done and the improvements made by the 
eighty-two settlers. 


Mole HUM succteH ebeleee me EO e Re MiGi ERS Qld te Ad aQb k coc a) Gio sor smnyON lcuc 2,631-5 acres 
Buildines) be sors as, bse Saree We mee ia ax Psi chte non nOdLL ROL OM CIE! 
RETICINIE ee he ae ee ree Wises 2,605 00 


Estey Hstate-—The property known as the Estey Estate, purchased en bloc by 
the board, was divided into suitable units and sold to soldier settlers in 1919, with the 
exception of some 400 acres adjoining the farmstead which was reserved as a training 
farm for students. Some of the lands sold were already under crop but the majority 
were unimproved. | 

These parcels on which crops were growing did not show to advantage at 
the time as climatic conditions were against crop production that year, and it was 
not until early fall that the country got sufficient rain to restart the growth; after 
this rain, however, a good’ crop of green feed was obtained by those settlers who had 
been’ fortunate in acquiring improved parcels on which crops were growing. 

In consequence of the high price of lumber, feed and all stock and implements 
necessary for them to get a start, their loans did not procure for them the advan- 
tage which under other circumstances might have been expected. 

In spite of these drawbacks, these settlers are making good progress. Their 
buildings are a credit to any community. They each have brought from thirty 
to fifty acres under cultivation and are going strongly into dairying; the majority 
of them have taken advantage of the “Alberta Cow Bill” Act and have each pro- 
cared from four to six head of milch stock in addition to those purchased through 
the board, and are now shipping cream and raising hogs and poultry. Too much 
cannot be expected of them for the first two years as lack of private funds meant 
that they had to live from “hand to mouth” for the first year. This was perhaps 
their most serious handicap. 

This part of the province is a strictly mixed farming area, water is easy to get, 
several springs are on this property and others in close proximity, and the growth | 
of forage crops and pasture is good. The fact that these settlers are within easy 
distance of a city the size of Calgary provides them with a good market for all | 
dairy and poultry products; this gives them a decided advantage. Several cream- 
eries are to be found within a radius of twenty miles and their products can be 
shipped from a central point adjacent to their location where the products of the 
district are collected and hauled for a nominal tariff to the railway or to the 
creameries. 

The prospects for their future success are good and at the end of 1920, these 
settlers are able to sit back and take their breath, and survey their work to date 
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with some degree of satisfaction. They and we realize that while their returns are 
not of such a spectular nature as those on grain growing areas, nevertheless, a good 
income is now practically assured. 


CROP FAILURES AND WEATHER CONDITIONS 


‘Total failure of crop due to drought has been experienced this year in districts 
bounded by the international boundary, and east of range 24, north to township 7, 
east to range 23, and north to township 26,.territory bounded east by the Saskatchewan 
boundary; this condition has been experienced during the last three years. 

Partial crop failure has been experienced in all territory west of the above 
district, and south of ks) 13; this condition has prevailed in this district for the 
last three years. 

The territory bounded by the Saskatchewan boundary on the east and township 
37) on the north, on the west by range 16, south to approximately township 25, and 
following the line east to Sullivan lake, and from there south to township 26, obtained 
this year an average yield for wheat of ten bushels per acre. 

The balance of the territory in the Calgary District with the exception of those 
settlers who have taken up land west of range 4, west of the 5th, ‘had fair returns this 
year, at least fifty per cent over 1919 crop, and equal to 1917 and 1918. That territory 
west of range 4, west of the 5th, produces little elsé but feed and that being oats only, 
this district being principally adapted to ranching and stock raising. 


FARM STATISTICS, 1920 


Locale er Ot sestablishedmsettlersia ssc ay 5s eee arn 60 2 eee 2,185 
FRO LAURARe a Ol: harniSeee 6) te BGk (6-1 Ae Si cphses tg a AlOeish VR eo yah) 
Area new land broken up since establicmment: ah a 44,554 


Area cleared permanent pasture or prairie (ond noe in Geheme 
of rotation but capable of being brought under regular 


CULES ALO ee we eae ar yen teh Me,” thease en Re DR oe 314,377 
Area bush land, etc., that can be cleared and brought under 
LOU caer yee beens Graces ox\ cence Pauctehg ee ea es a ee cee Ee 23, Lo0 


Estimated Total Production and Value of Field, Orchard and Garden Crops 


HWstimated 
Total Yield Wstimated 
Acres Bush. Selling Value 
NVinheateete tome oe EGE) he et eee 42,776 641,642 $1,026,627 20 
(GIERESIGDA, ) cole Noe Bie ty en ca | S302 TELS TS 471,831 60 
ISXERIKEN SE bY ASRS AG en A Ee: SP aE 8 Bye eel 115,419 80,793 3 
UVC ee aeeW ae eg Mehra 0S, Shee Fc tn Mca | ae 1,279 31,999 28,799 10 
ETA SEE Seer aah Senki dP othe lorcet 1,372 12,341 24,682 00 
Tons 
Green feed Cweleht.sreen).. 6. 0. ok 5,392 16,178 323,560 00 
SILC. tng Ph es bo oer epee Ae a PR eee & glue 43,972 659,580 00 
CUNO WES Fateh it Las owes eke eee Sag 100 1,600 8,000 00 
Bush 
Potatoes. oe ee ae ee th 110 22,000 16,500 00 
Other vegetables. Pr. ects ils Mast eT Ce ake 3 L00 2,000 2,000 00 
SUMUNCr St ALO at menA ok eee. > TNS Ao Zi Mes em ee enee eee lft nl ea 


Total area under cultivation... .. R50); Oia Ma he eee: See ke $2,642,373 20 


Lstimated Quantities of Live Stock in Possession of Settlers 


‘Kind of Stock No. Kind of Stock No. 
ENORSCS areaeaeke’. eek) tke! Vlas te eR TON 12,012 Swine. , RG eat eee 4,500 
Beef cattle. cope Vopr vp at! tie 9,151 Sheep and ‘goats. Sep) weaebards: bbeeebeaeks 3,500 
Dairy cattle. ; s 7,487 Royle, St YS CA ee ee 9,400 
Total settled on ‘improved land. asl ates Fete ee ee ee oe ee ey INSEL <5 
Total settled on unimproved land. Ris Pp PST se Ee OP Rh Oks, Os ls 7038 
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VERNON DISTRICT, B.C. 


STATISTICS TO MARCH 31, 1921 


LOANS 
Total number of settlers to whom loans granted.. .. .. .. .. .. «. 939 
Total camounteofreloans .2ranted...., ssuece ciewee ae meee Gand Ge «BDO Deep Orr 
Number of settlers Amount 
79 on Dominion land... .. Se og TE ee et RR Sh ana cs ee MEE aO tues 
123 on privately-owned ands. Sime <. PR eee Me atee ee ee Ml oe ee 288,026 
13ifeon: purchasedvlandsin. bh.) chit eeyceaeie a oe Lema wan 4 Pe eee ROO SOO, Ong 
TORE Set oie eve neastdeet ap oh he gee Pema as LPR eeT eR TREE RPE Toe ey Tate te, REIS O Gets St 
Total loans for purchase of land.. .. ee me ARs opctehhs Ais eng Bee OM a 
“-remeval of encumbrances. MTA ait. sae rhe hoe Ue eae 132,524 
ig ue (ee DELrManent AmMmMproveMml Cmts alten meds fale te yc nant nee. 639,428 
es oy v7) Stock ang equipment... 4) Ene Cae tao eros. ere 889,885 
AWG) RN ees rere ee ee LN Oe ee Cor rae atest 
QUALIFICATION 
Total number of applicants qualified... cee = BAD Y Wcxched «ees a a O) 
disqualified. . aoe eee 89 
ze ‘i ae fe in abeyance, recommended ‘for training. AT PUNLS 
‘ Me MP disposed Ole diate ee el eee oe 


REPORT BY DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, C. CHALMERS JOHNSTONE, 
TO DECEMBER 31, 1920 


EXTENT OF OPERATIONS 


The Vernon District, with office in the city of Vernon, B.C., was for administra- 
tive purposes, cut away from Vancouver District on the 16th March, 1920, and com- 
prises practically the whole of the Dry Belt, taking in as it does, the Ashcroft, Kam- 
loops, Nicola, Okanagan, Salmon Arm Districts, together with the East and West 
Kootenays and the area of the North Thompson river, an area of approximately 50,000 
square miles. 

This in mountainous districts such as the two Kootenays, with scattered areas of 
fertile land fit for settlement and with only third rate railroad and steamer service, 
means high costs in land inspections and field supervision staff. In the more compact 
and settled Okanagan District, the absolute necessity of a plentiful supply of water 
for irrigation purposes, combined with the complicated and unsatisfactory condition 
into which many of the big land corporations have allowed their water affairs to fall, 
made a very careful examination of actual water supplies as well as records and lands 
necessary. This raised considerably the first cost of inspection, and necessitated hard 
and continuous work on the part of the district solicitor and his staff. 

As the result of the board’s stand on this subject in the district, and the work 
of the district solicitor, the Keremeos Land Company has amended its water agrec- 
ment to meet our views. Several districts have formed, or are about to form, them- 
selves into water municipalities under the Provincial Act. This situation, while con- 
siderably improved, will still need careful watching and handling, and the three 
inspectors still retained, are, during the winter months, in addition to assisting the 
field supervision staff, used for investigating various questions in regard to the water 
question in the. Kamloops, Okanagan and Kootenay Districts. 
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QUALIFICATION 


Approximately 10 per cent of applicants were found to be disqualified. 

Approximately 25 per cent of applicants were recommended for training and in 
abeyance. 

Approximately 65 per cent of applicants were found to be qualified. 


LANDS, INSPECTION AND APPRAISAL 


When this district was taken over from the Vancouver administration last March, 
seeding operations were on, and it was found that a very large number of applications 
were outstanding with very few inspectors in proportion to the need and that further 
applications were being received every day. The staff of inspectors was therefore 
augmented until for a short period the maximum number employed was twelve; of 
ie? four were employed by the day. As soon as the situation became more normal, 
the number was reduced from time to time. 

Three appraisers in this district are at present retained in the service. 

It is probable that the interior of British Columbia owing to varied soils, climatic 
conditions, dry and moist localities, and varieties of farming pursued, is the most 
difficult part of the whole Dominion to appraise from a soldier settlement point of 
view. An inspector, to do the best work, must shut his eyes to the residential, specu- 
lative, and scenic advantages, paying attention chiefly to the productiveness of tho 
soil and the marketing facilities. Incidental also to the task of appraising is the 
work of examining water supply,-water records, and the interviewing of various muni- 
cipal and Government officials who have the supervision of these matters. In addition 
in the Okanagan and Salmon Arm Districts, an appraiser should be an expert horti- 
culturist, able to diagnose correctly the condition and diseases of fruit trees as well 
as being able to fulfil the other foregoing requirements, and the board is fortunate in 
the past season in ‘having had two such men, namely H. H. Creese and H. S. Atkinson, 
in the service. 

The policy of our Loan Board in offering reduced prices for land in Many cases 
is more than justified when it is shown that approximately 5 per cent saving was 
effected, the actual figures being:— © 

Driceva sed Pec pm ey, Merny Alig ee pee Bet 6 Walle Ns tied po baer aout $575,410 
Ie CUED Of 48 Cy a a Pity See Un ca” ee ca a ag Me ng eR eee Ni 550,301 

Total acreage purchased in the past season amounts to 15,444-43 acres, at an 

average price of $33.68 per acre, and averaging 88-25 acres to the settler. 


LOANS 
Ceneraleaveragenl OAMsDELESEULICH smart eh aceite: Gomi cya ee $3,830 95 
Average per settler of total loan on— 
COME ULCHA SCO nA TIQUE Ostet 2 \ Lak at MOE Mant a Re ree cr 4,453 96 
COiiePrivately-owned anda ocean Mie een, ee 2,161) 94 
Co) DomiInione lands eas serene Wein Seen MA Aa Ac. ck-ates: 1,288 80 
STOCK 


The total purchases in stock and the average per head is indicated by table 
undernoted :— 


DISBURSEMENTS FROM MARCH, 1920, TO DECEMBER 14, 1920 


Stock Number Disbursements Average 
FTOPSCS iow yee cueteri he o Pose AEs eee.) 384 $60,830 00 $158 41 
NICHUCOM Siatwae cee igs. oil bis 498 53,977 00 108 38 
Other cattle tants: 2 Maan cet ie dae 265 SF8oaa 7.7 37 18 
SHECDincsteits ats diet mieisc boc. cbt a aoe ce 388 5,511 00 14 20 
SVN G:,0. ts Neer as eA cree gee 0d 121 2,03: L5 16 81 
POULET Yoo ere tee See eee ee Cel epee DARI 2,177 60 0 91 

Bota (UsShuUrseneNntcrn Men eee ei bare SS 4 2880 o 
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/ 


It is not possible to give amount saved in purchase of stock as in all cases except 
purchase of going concerns, bargaining is conducted verbally by the Field Supervisors, 
and only the actual price paid recorded. Five per cent on above figures or approxl- 
mately $6,500 would be a conservative estimate of the saving effected. ; 


SUPERVISION OF SETTLERS IN TRAINING 


There is no training centre in this district. All applicants for an institutiona! 
course are transferred to the Matsqui Training Farm in the Vancouver District. 

Applicants for practical courses have been placed with farmers on properties 
which represent as nearly as possible the type of farm for which the applicant will 
ultimately apply. 

Very few of our men in training have yet come forward for qualification, but on 
the completion of one year, the minimum practical course, a very considerable number 
of the sixty-eight men now in training will be eligible. 

There are at present twelve settlers in training who are in receipt of training 
allowances. ‘These men were placed with farmers by the board and are also in receipt 
of small salary. 

Winter employment on fruit farms in this district is extremely difficult to obtain. 
With the opening of next spring, however, there will be the usual demand for farm 
labour. 

A minimum training of one year is required and after April, 1921, a very consid- 
erable number of cases deferred will come forward for qualification. 

By employing only practical and experienced supervisors the great majority of 
our settlers have benefited by their advice in farm management and marketing. 
Settlers are encouraged to join the local farmers’ institute and to follow closely new 
developments especially when applicable to the local district. 

The board has secured an arrangement with the Provincial Department of Agri- 
culture in this district, whereby our settlers receive special benefits in winter schools 
of agriculture and horticulture. A large number of settlers and men in training are in 
attendance. 


‘itial visits to SettlerScr sae imecs ssi (-UemetommeRcie CoN <1) (ede aMO odes) ks 808 
Routine visits of inspection and special TREPOLCS se ae ane Meek eee 5,653 
ADJUSTMENTS 
Total number of cases in hand... 2.2 28 «1 2.) 2) ss as Se my ou; 55 
@#athese there are completed’ 3... 2 Se) wees ee ee ee se os He 
TM Conmplete We oes Pak anc d tore eee core holed strom Mes Pale Mcftnt Mellon mm-Matete Tommestee ayia ge ea an 44 
IBY Volhi=tys Me NG Did aot ao pa ead cio 4 

In 23 cases 10 per cent was paid. 
In 22 cases 10 per cent was waived. 
In 10 cases 10 per.cent not required (free lands). 
In the seven completed cases— y 
Mota leiNVeSteGd WAS se ees ers «eet eres Glee stains Wien Gakeua tegel ere .. $28,514 47 
TEGtA TM TeAliZCdM WAS Mowe Hck iccaioo Vets act e UR en rode. ter ean 2 OccemLd 
Gross loss) Rai af ey 1 a re eens Ri eo ae py le Sion 


This loss is represented by three cases and if we deduct interest thereon amount- 
ing to $429.76 we have a net loss of $1,442.54, giving an average loss per case of 
$206.08. The greater part amounting to $1,181.21 was incurred in one case and was 
caused by the dishonesty of a settler, who, during the winter of 1919-20, sold most of 
- his stock and absconded with the proceeds. 

Of the forty-four incomplete cases seven are simply matters of transfer from 
present settler to others. Reasons for failure are: Ill-health; domestic troubles; 
abandonment; bad judgment in selection of land by settlers combined with careless 
incompetent inspections by appraisers, whereby lands were acquired on which it is 
impossible for men to make a living and comply with the Act. 
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HOME BRANCH 


| The Home Branch has been actively established in this district only a short period, 
_ but the work is progressing well and is undoubtedly of great educational value among 
certain classes of settlers’ wives. Short courses at various centres have been and are 
being given in domestic science, preserving fruits, vegetables, and meats, etc., while 
the officials co-operate with recognized established bodies such as the Woman’s Insti- 
_tute and I.0.D.E., ete., in recognized cases needing relief. 
Successful and beneficial co-operation is also carried on with the Returned 
Soldiers’ Commission, Patriotic Society and 8.C.R., under the able administration 
_and direction of-the Provincial Director, Mrs. A. L. Gordon. 


LEGAL BRANCH 


The establishment of this branch has undoubtedly been a great factor in establish- 
ing the settler on the land with the least possible delay and expense, as compared with 
the old system of employing outside lawyers who generally treated the board’s work 
as to be done in spare moments. 

In this district also it is invaluable in connection with the searching and estab- 

lishing of water records, a most important work which previously was apparently 
greatly neglected, and in connection with this it is pointed out that before averaging 
the cost per loan, a certain sum should be deducted in order to allow for such work as 
this, a great deal of which is incidental to lands purchased before this district office 
was opened. 

| At the present time the district solicitor has his office in Vernon with a sub-office 
at Kamloops, the point of registry, it being found that under this arrangement the 
distriet solicitor is more available not only to the district superintendent when 
required, but also to settlers and intending settlers requiring advice and assistance. 


GENERAL CONDITIONS 


This district organization has no features to distinguish it from other similar 
district organizations, with the possible exception that, from inception, the Loan 
Advisory Committee has been composed of district officials, who it may be noted, have 
a good practical working knowledge of the area under their administration. 

It may also be noted that every man serving in the Vernon office at the present 
time, served in the front line in France and Belgium, and that many of them bear the 
scars and disabilities resulting from that service. 

One thousand acres of land has been cleared and brought under cultivation. 


Staple Crops.—Approximate figures are given on conservative basis: 2,000 tons 
of hay, 1,000 tons of potatoes, 2,800 bushels of grains (various), 160,000 boxes of tree 
fruits, 8,216 tons of onions and field roots, 400 tons of tomatoes. 

Value estimated on December market conditions, $570,768. 


QUANTITY AND VALUE OF LIVE sTocK 


4 Horses Cattle Swine Sheep Poultry 
IN AVR GSS ORR ad Ghat Oe A 108 554 1,090 208 2,037 
Walnernr. anew wae cee tte So 4 Ob $13,850 $10,400 $2,080 $814 


Exact figures are not available but the above may be considered conservative. 
REPAYMENTS 


Jt is noted that of 595 settlers with payments due 234 paid in full while 105 made 
payments on account and some further payments are still expected; while this, after 
taking into consideration the adverse conditions of 1920, is considered good and while 
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present indications point to the present year as likely to be a prosperous one, it is 
pointed out that this year will-practically be the first one in which stock and equip- 
ment repayments combine with land repayments, and undoubtedly this will be the 
testing point. 

Further, when it is remembered that many settlers will also have arrears from 
1920 to pay, it is considered that a serious situation may arise, which will have to be 
met. Settlers with good crops in their orchards will most probably meet their obliga: 
tions, but it is by no means certain that general and mixed farmers will be in as good 
a position and it is suggested that, if feasible, some arrangement should be made, 
whereby a settler in such circumstances might pay his land interest only, together with 
his stock and equipment repayment. 


VANCOUVER DISTRICT, B.C. 


STATISTICS TO MARCH 31, 1921 4 


LOANS 
Total number of settlers to whom loans granted.. .. .. .. 11,407 
Total amount off loans granted). 95. 12) sc8 oe) stella «esi bide EDO rooosaomarL 
No. of Settlers Amount 
10% “onisD Ominion Plandsresapay Geruery meen (Ai ey ueeeactnu it Beis nee een 12,871 80 
LS eon eprivately sowned lamdsey we iis ueii ite Luneien isn-B ost = parecer 309,019 49 
1244 eons DULCHASCO MANS sme ramicic Me ci cre irels) eyeMmiene chet cvsie orreiulele 6,012,036 92 
1,407 TOE) sion ces Bical he hel See. alent hese: Asks sR PES CABO Oe ommnl 
Motalmioans Lon purchase, OF Wands. ss aesk icin el eo ai eel Do, OlOe, SomOnE 
ae SS removal) ofmencumbranCestaremactie cit sie | oe 86,663 79 
oe te UGE TSasnegewaccre UeMoyManicormeKy CU g oO oo. OA Gm SA) ol 943,935 38 
a id < “stock and. equipment)ic) nn sis cuuteexs, cs. Matec 1,633,498 03 
Totals. ms ae Ges ae la, Orepeu neue ae taatie beta, \eus | sn Os lotarO es Ommcat | 
f 
QUALIFICATION 
Totalenumber oLvapplicantsaqaualified aan imt-eieeet ns) air ee rer. 4,036 
TNotalenumber Ob applicantsmaisgualitted a tml.) aimee mle 5 pee cient. 1,559 
Total number of applicants in abeyance recommended for 
Era inins.... "SAR eae: Tee Ee teks PESO ch Reta Ares, coaneeans 853 
Total number of applicants disposed of.. .. .. .. 6,448 


REPORDE BY DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, F. C. BROWN, TO 
DECEMBER 831, 1920 


This office was opened on February 25, 1919, previous to which the work for th 
entire province of British Columbia was conducted from Victoria. From the date 
the Vancouver office was opened until March 18, 1920, the board’s business for the 
entire mainland of British (Columbia was handled through this office. 7 

Six hundred and sixty-two files were transferred to the Vernon District offic 
on March 18, 1920, disbursements in respect to which at that time amounted to 
$2,115,181.73. 

LANDS 


The number of appraisers employed when work was at its maximum this yea 
was twenty-seven. This number includes those employed in the Vernon District prio 
to March. Provincial and Dominion Crown agents, who acted for the board i 
isolated districts, are included in this total. 
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7 The number now employed is five, three of whom are on a yearly salary, the 
others being paid by the day only when employed. 


INSPECTION AND APPRAISAL 


The total number of inspections made this year in the Vancouver office district 
is 2,082. This number includes many inspections of properties listed with the board 
regarding which information was required for the benefit of men seeking land. 

Owing to the difficulty of procuring suitable lands in British ‘Columbia which 
come within the prices soldier settlers can afford to pay, it is often necessary to 
inspect anywhere from one to four or more properties before the applicant is suitably 
settled. This involves more time and expense, especialiy in the Fraser valley, than 
possibly in any other district in Canada. 

very effort is made to safeguard the interest of settlers in the purchase of land 
through intelligent, trained land appraisers and supervisors, and in securing reduc- 
tions in prices where properties are found suitable. 

When the board first commenced its operations, there had been but few sales 
or exchanges of farming land for several years owing to the war. There was, there- 
fore, no definite standard of prices. This made it difficult to deal intelligently with 
values. 

With the records we now have, together with our map system, over-valuations 
will rarely occur. When our appraisers’ reports are received, we immediately com- 
pare the valuation given with the price we have paid for adjoining or similar pro- 
perties, and have thus compiled a standard of valuations and prices in the different 
districts in which our settlers are locating. Our present appraisers too have had 
an extensive experience and are conversant with prices and conditions throughout 
our territory. 

One special feature that we have put in practice in this office is the arrange- 
ment we now have for the field supervisors to send in a report on the property applied 
for, which report is considered along with the appraiser’s report. As the field super- 
visor is working permanently in a definite district, or area, he is more in touch with 
local conditions and the history of the farm lands generally than the appraiser, who 
only visits the district when an inspection is requested. This double check ensures 
us that the interests and security of both the settler and the board are properly 
safeguarded. It is perhaps the best step we have taken to satisfy ourselves that the 
property to be acquired is a suitable one. 

The number of loans refused during 1920 may, in a measure, be indicated by the 
amount of ten per cent deposits which were returned to applicants, the amount being 
$66,957.78. This represents actual cash deposits with the board with the settlers’ 
applications, and which was returned as the properties were unsuitable. 


PRICE REDUCTIONS 


As no accurate records have been kept from the beginning, it is not possible to 
give a correct statement of the amount of money saved through our efforts in obtain- 
ing reductions in prices of land. The amount, however, has been considerable and 
is estimated in excess of $200,000 on total purchases of land alone, exclusive of 
buildings, of $2,890,537. 

The fact that a large number of settlers have already sold out at a considerable 
advance over the purchase price, and that many have been offered attractive prices 
for properties acquired through the board, indicates that on the whole the interests 
of the settlers in the matter of land purchase have been safeguarded. I find very few 
settlers who are not satisfied with their purchases, and who do not consider their 
‘properties worth more than what they paid. 
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2 LOANS 


The total number of original loans granted to settlers in the Fraser valley and 
central British Columbia, which comes under the jurisdiction of this office, is 1,748. 
The total number of original loans granted through this office since the com- 


mencement of operations is 2,410. 


Of this number there are active at the scant time? i ae Te 1,343 
Loans cancelled... .. PATO to oe eee Oe OS 236 
Struck off settlers’ strength (adjustment eRe ara rsa SS. 74 
Loans approved, but documents not yet completed. . Sat Reece cores : 60 
Loans repaid... .. AMA G” tO OG. hc. “OreMO Bec a Tim 5 35 
Loans transferred ‘to ‘Vernon. PN GOS UNA. Gis Roe BesOe tn & 662 

2,410 


TOTAL ACREAGE 


The total acreage purchased for these settlers is 65,919 acres. 


Of this amount it is estimated that 19,614 acres are cleared, and 44,305 acres 
uncleared. The cleared land represents cultivated land, pasture, meadow and 


unbroken land, the majority of which can be brought under cultivation. 


AVERAGE ACREAGE 


The average acreage acquired by each settler is 52-8 acres. 


Because of the great difference in the territory covered, this average may be 


divided and shown :— 


Acres 
Average acreage acquired by each settler in the Fraser valley.. 29-4 
Average acreage acquired by each settler in the Coast district... .. int 
Average acreage acquired by each settler in Central British 
CWolwunipia.s..* wees culka cli tomy rhs Reece ie me gtr ECL ibs - Puxtel. weten ase 172 
Average Prices Paid 
Average price paid per acre throughout the territory... .. .. .. $45 20 
Average price paid per acre in) Mraser valleys. «6-5. 7s) oi <i) 2. 92 45 
Average price paid per acre in Coast District... .. sie Radi 20 80 
Average price paid per acre in central British Columbia... at ete re 13 00 
These amounts represent the price paid for land Bloes end. do not include 
buildings that were on improved properties at the time cf purchase. 
LOANS 
General average loan per settler is $4,214. 
Average per settler of total loan on:— 
(a) Purchaseduland yi. as (ete eile Wek Leech eyed ee) Risevc hls tal aaes DMSO Oar OU. 
(b) Privately owned land. Sieh EARN Ee OP SNe rae le Miele an 2,243 00 
(¢). Domintompland)s. sc cs ce. visas) None Pie ce Meet ed Goo ES abn) oy ole ako) es GO OO 
Number of original loans.) 2.02 ie Se on Toe tae eee 2,410 i 
Number of. additional loans. 2 ch, Wen; =) seen teen bisse fib’ we tees 654 


These figures include loans transferred to Vernon District office in March, 1920. 


AGRICULTURAL SUPERVISION 


A good deal has been accomplished in obtaining reduced prices on all equip- 


ment and building supplies. The majority of the wholesale hardware dealers, 


as well 


as the lumber companies, have given liberal discounts and it is estimated that in 
lumber alone a saving of at least ten per cent has been made. ‘The total ee 
applie 


saving on purchases made through this office is $47,088.08. This saving 


to equipment only, as no records have been kept of savings effected.in the purchase 


of stock. 
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The total number of live stock purchased is as follows:— 


Average 
Description Number Cost price paid 
EFOTSCSE is ara oc ee ee tee de tm ead Pe 1,510 $231,860 80 153.55 
MACH eC OW See GEN bare Pioiens chet, eles 2,550 296,910 51 116.43 
OCHeL! CALtLET eee e cette Rely e sie kare 1,269 76,989 83 60.67 
SHEED ess Mi ewE eased een od 666 10,903 25 16-37 
Swinere fra Saber ove onc: 1,268 18,139. 05 14.30 
(POUIERY a st ade eees Shes es) oe 8 59,171 47,285 39 -799 
Total amount expended for purchase of equipment and building 
materials. Pte Sate SARL oeewa2m ag 
Total saving effected on equipment ‘and building materials. ws 47,088 08 


From the above might be deducted the purchases rents on account of settlers 
in the Vernon District who were transferred to the jurisdiction of the Vernon 


ee office in March, 1920. 
Total requisitions for stock and equipment passed at this office for 1920.. 11,447 


AGRICULTURAL TRAINING 


Apart from the supervision of men in training under the board, the field super- 
visors visit and report on all men who are in training under the Department of 
Soldiers’ Civil Re-establishment, as these men must eventually appear before our 
Qualificataion Committee. _ 

In March, 1919, arrangements were made with the Dominion Experimental 
Farm, Agassiz, for men to be placed at the farm for training and for regular 
courses under qualified instructors. The first real training course was commenced 
there on April 8, 1919, and carried on throughout the entire farming season. 

In November, 1919, the board purchased the Hygenic Dairy property at Matsqui 
in order that ample facilities for training might be available. This farm consists 
of 480 acres, practically all of which is cleared and under cultivation. On January 
3, 1920, a seven-weeks’ course, both for men who had had no previous training and for 
men who had completed a season’s work with practical farmers, was commenced ; 
163 settlers attended these courses at Agassiz and Matsqui, 61 of whom were qualified, 
43 transferred to other districts, and 59 disqualified. 

We were particularly fortunate in having good instructors, especially during 
the courses held at Matsqui. Many of our field supervisors have specialized in various 
subjects and are qualified instructors. 

Since the commencement of operations here the total number of 


applicants recommended for training is.. 1,076 
Number who commenced training. SIT 
Number transferred to other districts. 7 123 
Number who commenced training still remaining in . this district. 274 
This number is made up as follows— 

INIMberwousliTved:. Ai tsa esccthbes bela tN ENE etd GAC iva tate Suey 87 
INA OP MGLSONEISVOG h pue sa btrsml en Ghee teak le ee ec coer, ai 87 
Number in abeyance. Ae ee en ae ats 20 
Number still in training with farmers. Me Pes tees SE yere ss bys 89 
Total who commenced training with farmer... ............ 282 
Total who commenced training centre course... .. .. .. ...... 164 
E 447 
Less total who had both training with farmer and training 
centre course. + ot ily AERP pet 50 
? 397 
Less total still in“trainine and "in abeyance... 5.9... a.) 2. 00 6) 100 
TROPA Tin all weGispOSed sO. wa vee canes sere ake net acute es tae ted? re 297 
Total pay and alowances for men ‘with farmer’”.. .. .. .. .. $13,904 78 
Total pay and allowances for me nat training centre.. .. .. .. 5,600 03 


$19,504 eS 


The figures for pay and allowances are as at November 30, 4920, 
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SUPERVISION OF AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS 


The Federal Emergency Fund of last winter practically made supervision, as 
required by this office, impossible. This lasted for approximately two months, when 
the regular work was once more taken up; 673 special visits were made on this 
account. 

The staff of field supervisors was increased to a very great extent in the spring, 
and general supervision immediately showed. signs of improvement. As the summer 
progressed, the bulk of our established settlers became fairly well equipped with stock 
and equipment, necessitating much less work in this connection. The same applies 
to a great extent to permanent improvements under the heading of “Buildings.” 

Live Stock Clubs for buying are unnecessary in the Fraser valley, but in the 
central interior and, to some extent, the Cariboo, Provincial Live Stock Clubs have 
been taken advantage of by our settlers. 

* These Live Stock Clubs, formed of a minimum of six, are supplied with a buyer 
by the Provincial Government, who undertakes to fill the orders of the various 
members of the club, and if the members deem it desirable they may elect a represen- 
tative to assist him. 

Cattle to a great extent have been purchased in Alberta under this system, 
but it is hoped before long to have more DUE ate made in the Fraser valley, where 
better milch stock is available. 

Pure bred males are plentiful in the Fraser valley, but the central teppei 
through the Farmers’ Organization has taken advantage of the Dominion offer, and 
has at present several pure-bred males obtained from this source. This has been 
done to a great extent through the Farmers’ Institutes; nevertheless our settlers are 
reaping the benefit whether members or not. 

Co-operative buying and selling is fostered as much as possible by our field 
supervisors. The Fraser Valley Milk Producers’ Association fills this need in the 
Fraser valley both as to the sale of dairy products and the co-operative purchase 
of feed, while the Central Interior Co-operative is doing the necessary work in this 
connection in their particular district. 

Buying among settlers has been encouraged and at the present time we have lists 
compiled from the various supervisors showing where small fruits can be obtained 
from soldier settlers. These lists are in the hands of every field supervisor in the 
Fraser valley. The same applies to poultry products, such as hatching eggs and baby 
chicks. 

Co-operation of the Provincial and Dominion Departments of Agriculture, with 
particular regard to educational work has been followed so far as possible. 

We made full use of the provincial departments at our last short course, having 
had three lecturers from that source to speak frequently in the class room. 

The university short courses in the valley, while not frequent in the past, have 
been made good use of by our soldier settlers. 

We are looking forward to further short courses this winter, also pruning demon- 
strations. The university has agreed to lay special stress on farm management topics 
as they affect the soldier settlers. 


NUMBER OF VISITS TO SETTLERS 


The total number of visits to settlers in this district as shown by records is 
9,815, made up as follows: 2,014 initial visits and 7,801 other visits. 

It is not possible to give the exact number, as in the early stages of the board’s 
operations strict account was not kept of all visits; furthermore the supervisors are 
required to make many visits to settlers in connection with various matters, reports 
covering which are not forwarded to head office; consequently no official records 
of these visits are kept. A careful review of the work to-day, however, shows that no 
less than 17,000 visits have been made to settlers. 
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COLLECTIONS 


Collections to date have really exceeded expectations. In September it was 
felt that the adverse weather conditions and crop failures throughout the various 
districts would-result in settlers being unable to make any substantial payments or 
account. In August a complete survey of crop conditions was made and reports 
indicated that we could expect to collect in excess of sixty per cent of the amounts - 
falling due on October 1. 

One thousand and forty-seven settlers had payments of various kinds falling 
due, the total amounting to $164,194.03. Up to December 30, 553 of these settlers 
had paid either in full or in part the amounts due; 196 paying in full. Arrange- 
ments have been made for monthly payments from 121 settlers and this number will 
be considerably increased before spring. 

Vhe following will show in detail the amount of money received at this office 
since October 1, and which represents payments due on October 1 and repayments. 
These amounts show that the settlers have responded exceedingly well:— 


Amount of land payment and broken interest 


GUE. Bea eee rus tu homed Plo On oom COLE Cte ume 440 a 9.0 29-5 per cent 
Seed and. feed. Ae eae nes, WHE in hams ca ee, 31, 13223, “3 7,486 65 24-0 
BEASUICANI COS MMR aen aoe, eR Soe Ay Pease or tapny | § 15,559 81, Mi 4,103 03 CHOGE#S zie be 
| EYSCSREAES Guile at 8ST By GEN eae iy, di oe ae 840 46, a 274 85 Se aa memes 
“SWUOUCD aR ea taluch cml svi a best CON iS | Rs ce a a 1,480 70, gy S096 Hy Es EG 

164,194 03, ~ $46,248 39 
REPAYMENTS 
Repayments land loans.. .. . Me Lee eee bia. Maren SOO Most e 
‘9 stock and equipment i in ‘full, BAS bce Eyceimedst, ast) ahen Mote 7,838 22 
ey Wo over 50. per cent. Rc Miers esgies a Mae cixs 380) 200 
a oe s ic less than 50 per cent. . esx is 28 Vers 13 40 
otal. U.rceters Sesh cn su Par oA oo eatin Bae Soe COL 49-468 
Total percentage of “Gollections: HOO eG. ol oo. cin ele) Se emB EN oe eKeehans 


In justice to these settlers, it should be mentioned that about eighty per cent of 
those having payments due this year in this district have only had one full season 
on their farms and have, therefore, had little opportunity of placing themselves in a 
position to meet payments at this time. A very large percentage of men applying 
for land in 1919 did not become established until after July and in few cases were 
they able to obtain crops of any value. 


ADJUSTMENTS 


The number of Pe nteiedn cases to date is.. .. ES) 
This total is made up of 9 salvage cases and 6 transfers. 

The amount invested in the completed cases was.. .. .. .. $61,742 43 

Rheyamountenealized ine thesenCasccii si mere. Cue ene. 6 4 ween Ol nOOs 08 

Number of salvage cases incomplete... .. . ae Ota ere 80 

Out of these chattels have been disposed ¢ of Liege? aoe et hs 22 cases 

Chattels have been partly GISHOSCALOL INGE We Ace fis) ek ee S01 Fos 

No chattels disposed of in.. .. Teg ser 

There was no stock and equipment loan tae in the balance 13 as 
80 se 


The reasons for failure in eighty-two of the above cases are attributed to the 
man; in one case to the land; twelve cases due to circumstances beyond the settler’s 
control. 

It has been found upon careful investigation that the majority of men who have 
given up have done so because of their failure to adapt themselves to farm life, or 
that they were physically unfit to carry on farming operations due to return of 
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disabilities received on war service. The man who is both physically and mentally 
unsuited to farming as an occupation is generally advised to give up his under- 
taking, as he has little chance of ultimate success, 

Many farms which have to date reverted to the Board have been resold and there 
is every reason to believe that our losses through salvage will be small. Many of the 
properties reverting to the Board are worth considerably more than the amounts paid 
for them. 

There will be quite heavy losses in some cases through depreciation in stock and 
equipment, but, on the other hand, certain gains will help to offset these. 


HOME BRANCH 


British Columbia was the pioneer province in Home Branch work, and the first 
instruction given was on a farm seventeen miles from any settlement, and consisted 
of teaching the young wife of a settler to make bread, but a greater need was found: 
that of prenatal instruction, which was given and arrangements made to safeguard 
this young pioneer at the birth of her child, as there did not seem to be much use in 
teaching her to make bread unless she were likely to live to profit by her lessons. 
This showed the necessity of instruction and relief going hand in hand, and the 
many troubles that were encountered in the house to house work brought in a new 
feature: that of social service. 

The first-class instruction was begun at an isolated point on the mainland and 
proved exceptionally successful, as all work of this kind has been wherever it has been 
attempted. Such subjects as the curing of meat, making of bread, care of milk, 
canning of fruits, vegetables and meats, the dressing of chicken, etc., were given. 
Bulletins and circulars on all these subjects were procured from the various Dominion 
and Provincial Departments of Agriculture and distributed in the homes of settlers 
desiring information. Circulars on seasonable subjects were sent out from time to 
time, as the year advanced. In remote parts, where fish could be had at certain seasons 
in almost unlimited quantities, bulletins were sent instructing on the pickling and 
curing of fish by the most modern and approved methods. By such means as these, 
settlers’ resources were very much augmented. It was felt that extended instruction 
on such subjects as poultry keeping, dairying, horticulture and home economics were 
especially desirable, and the Home Branch in Vancouver organized a short university 
course of six weeks, by which fifty women have benefited. This was the means of 
arousing very much enthusiasm and interest, which is one’ of the greatest factors in 
farm success, and each woman who has been fortunate enough to secure such a course. 
of instruction is a valuable citizen in her community. A few of these women 
came to the class showing a decided distaste for farm work, and more or less for 
the change and rest, but were infected by the growing enthusiasm and went home with 
a new outlook on life. They had found a new interest, outside the regular house 
routine, and would never again despise a dairy, garden or the poultry yard. They 
had had a glimpse of the scientific side of their cooking and housework and its relation 
to the well-being of their families and themselves. 

The Soldier Settlement Board has no funds with which the Home Branch =. 
relieve matters, but its staff does take counsel with the settler and advises as to the 
best use of the means which he already has, and, if financial aid is necessary, enlists 
the co-operation and aid of the various organizations which have for their object the 
relief of just such cases as have been cited above. The Canadian Patriotic helps in 
maternity cases or where the bread-winner has been laid aside by illness or accident; 
also, when the soldier, his wife or family require operations or extended treatment. 
They deal with soldiers’ dependents or with the soldier himself regarded as husband 
or father. The Returned Soldiers’ Aid Commission deals with the man as an 
individual, and has by timely help enabled many a man to reach his goal of success. 
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It is invaluable when swift action is needed and settlers burned out have received 
help from the commission twenty-four hours after the disaster was reported. 
When lives are at stake or an emergency of any sort arises, its help is 
swift and ready; for real misfortune, over which the settlers can have no control, is the 
sort of thing of which it takes special cognizance. The Red Cross, J.0.D.E., Navy 
League, Victorian Order of Nurses and various departments of the Provincial 
Government have co-operated in giving service of various sorts, as requested by the 
Home Branch. The Soldiers’ Civil Re-establishment takes on the strength, with pay 
and allowances, all soldiers suffering from a recurrence of their disability occasioned 
by their military service overseas. 

The Home Branch frequently acts as arbitrator in cases of domestic trouble and 
the different parties aided to come to a wise conclusion by the aid of their dispassionate 
judgment. One case, which had even reached the police court, was settled satisfac- 
torily in the quiet atmosphere of the Home Branch office, and in three cases home- 
breakers were deported and forced to confine their operations to the United Kingdom. 
Cases of T.B. and diabetes have been treated successfully in their own homes; libraries 
have been secured for isolated districts and, in one case, a soldier who had been dis- 
charged without teeth was delighted to find his case taken up by the Home Branch 
and the missing teeth replaced through their activities. 

Social service is a wide subject and in Home Branch work embraces child welfare, 
prenatal advice and instruction, domestic troubles and problems, the relationship of 
the settler and his family to the community and to all the institutions which make 
up our complicated civilization; the Home Branch is an intelligence office, a labour 
bureau, a clinic, a clearing house, a confessional and a doer of an endless variety 
of odd jobs; all of which has for its object the well-being of the soldier settler and 
his family on the farm. 

The following financial aid has been procured through the efforts of the Home 
Branch for settlers in Vancouver district alone :— 


Canadianeeatmoetic eH Unis wigs & ta cket iota ican oe mee ean meee tae $1,699, 250 
B.C. Returned Soldier Commission. srpbia le, aietene ayes Us ep enemies ne nels 1,291 00 
tO. DEL EScholarshipet) Ss. pt sch cdot aston atkbvete Bees ep tns - i eeeeLto re 150 00 
Red Cross Society.. .. WS otre Sa Loar OL Ore 440 00 
GaW. V.A, to mentally deranged. settler. stay, <eeat RGAE Geis, Bagoew ses eae 100 OU 
Batiste Costume peat nk We dat Re BRIM 3 Te ee ets Blas 88 00 
Cream for one settler... ‘. . REO Se, fan oes ns SONS OIG 35 00 
Magazines to settlers in “hospital: as, Rapa: Metta tater «eee teeeraeee 4 1a 6 12 00 
Ten ChseheauCvOSst ss in: tae ee aan Berks ocak ci ee eC Menenne MRS. te 150 00 

TNO CED Sat. Sees ber al et ENE. ces mente a eM ee er PRB ORY OO) 


GENERAL CONDITIONS 


From an agricultural standpoint general conditions throughout the district are 
not favourable. Partial crop failure places many settlers in difficult positions, as in 
most cases this was the first full year on their farms and they have payments to 
meet, and those who are unable to meet them have a pretty heavy load to carry over. 

The demoralization of the beef market, prices for which for 1920 show a decline 
of practically ten cents per pound live weight between the high and low points of the 
market, in addition to partial crop failure, has done much to make conditions from 
an agricultural standpoint, still worse. 

The settler, who in an ordinary way would not have been overstocked but with 
a partial, or in some cases, a total loss of hay, has necessitated the sale of much stock, 
dairy and beef. 

With these conditions prevalent throughout the larger portion of our territory, the 
market for dairy stock is extremely bad. The result has been that many settlers will 
have to dispose of some of their stock at a much lower price than was paid for it. 
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Poor prices have also applied to profits on sale of sheep and hogs. Poultry feed, while 
lower than last year in price, has not come down in proportion to the price of eggs 
compared with last year. 

Small fruits yielded a poor crop throughout the district, particularly strawberries, 
and the poor strawberry crop was accounted for by injuries nine to late frosts. Prices 
for small fruits, however, were good, and we find that all specialized farmers in this 
line, who had a crop this year, are in fairly good shape. Most of our settlers in this 
line, however, will have their first returns next year, and many of them who have 
started in mixed farming will have a small area coming into bearing to help out their 
general returns. 

There is an optimistic note among ninety per cent of our settlers in spite of this 
year’s poor crop, and the feeling generally is that 1921 will return good crops and 
greatly assist those who lost this year to get on a good footing. 

Tubercular and other diseases have affected, to some extent, our settlers; this, 
however, in a very small proportion. 

The board’s security on land purchased has steadily improved, and with a com- 
paratively small number of exceptions, each settler’s farm is worth more now than 
at the time of purchase; this is due to a large extent to the progress made by settlers. 


GENERAL PROGRESS MADE BY SETTLERS 


Notwithstanding the fact that most of our settlers became established at a most 
unfavourable time, a time when prices for all commodities were at the highest peak, 
and that their first real harvest was a great disappointment due to bad weather condi- 
tions, they have on the whole made progress. 

This progress is shown principally by way of improvements to their holdings 
through land clearing, breaking, erection of buildings and fences, underdraining, 
planting of small fruits of all varieties, development of commercial poultry flocks, ete. 

Progress has been made in all branches. The most marked examples are found 
in visiting the men who took up partially improved places and who have made great 
strides in land clearing, and the men in small fruit districts who have set out many 
thousands of berry plants and laid the foundation for a paying business. 

A large acreage of land has been seeded down with expensive clover and timothy 
seed and will yield returns for several years with comparatively little further invest- 
ment. 

The amount of land clearing done by settlers in the Fraser valley and ae is 
remarkable and speaks volumes for the enterprise of soldier farmers. 

Up to October this year 4,342 acres of new land has been cleared and broken and 
made ready for cultivation; this practically within twelve months. A large part of 
this was actually in crop this past season. 

This new land brought under cultivation is an important addition to the pro- 
ductive areas of British Columbia, and only those who are familiar with the work of 
land clearing in British Columbia will realize what soldier sa have done in so 
short a period. 

We can look forward to even greater areas of new lands being cleared by the end 
of 1921 under the board’s policy of aid and encouragement in land clearing. 

The average price paid for uncleared land in the Fraser valley is under $40 per 
acre, and in central British Columbia and other parts of the province under $8 per 
acre. . 

The lands cleared add to the settlers’ equity and the board’s security a further 
margin of not Jess than $100 per acre on the average throughout, or a total of approxi- 
mately $430,000. This amount added to settlers’ initial ten per cent deposits, and 
this fall’s payments on land purchase account, will show the settlers as having made 
some material progress on the whole and that the board’s security has not suffered, 
notwithstanding the disastrous crop failures. 
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Five hundred and fifty-two settlers made payments in full or in part and many 
of those who have paid only in part will make monthly payments to liquidate amounts 
due between now and next fall. Most of those who to date have not paid anything on 
account will do so between now and July next. 


PRODUCTION OF CROPS 


The total area under cultivation by 1,245 settlers in this district in 1920 was 
13,673 acres; all kinds of crops were grown, and the estimate of yields made just prior 
to harvest shows :— 


167,369 bushels of grain. 
2,909 tons of green feed and fodder corn. 
8,896 tons of hay. 
3,775 tons of mangels and beets. 
185 tons of vegetables. 
205,033 bushels of potatoes. 
1,316 bushels of apples, peaches and other tree fruits. 
20 tons of small fruits. 
The estimated selling value is, $759,304. 


Live stock produced shows :— 


50 horses. 
233 beef cattle. 
1,288 dairy cattle. 
140 range cattle. 
4,500 hogs. 
200 sheep and goats. 
40,400 poultry. 


When one reviews the conditions of the past year with hardships and discourage- 
ments the settlers had to contend with, it is impossible to speak too highly of their 
spirit of optimism and determination. On every hand there has been evidence of 
hardship, but this has been backed by pluck and resourcefulness. Hundreds of 
settlers have been flooded out, losing all their crops, but in very few cases have they 
come to the board for assistance. 

The few men who have not shown progress are being given every opportunity 
and encouragement to stay with their undertakings and succeed, except in cases where 
it is shown that the man is unsuited to farming and does not take hold with the 
intention of making farming his vocation. In such cases success is impossible and 
salvage proceedings will be instituted by early spring. 


POLICIES 


The policy of aiding settlers to clear more land has proven sound. It is not only 
leading to the development of more improved farms with the prospect of much greater 
production but affords the settler the much needed opportunity to obtain a little money 
to meet his obligations during the period when his farm is not producing. The settler 
is thus kept at work improving his own place instead of having to find outside work 
in the winter time. 

Settlers are continuously encouraged to improve their holdings by bringing more 
new land under cultivation and to maintain or improve the productive quality of the 
soil that has already been tilled. 

Increased production by good farming methods is the key note of our advice to 
established settlers. 

A number of meetings of settlers in districts in the Fraser valley have been 
held recently and have resulted in a better understanding on the settlers’ part of the 
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board’s regulations and the difficulties of the district office in carrying on the board’s 
work in all its phases and administering to the needs of all classes of settlers to the 
satisfaction of all. 

Generally speaking the settlers appreciate the opportunity the Soldier Settlement 
Act has afforded them, and are living up to its requirements both in spirit and in 


deed. 
STAFF 


During the year, with the falling-off in the number of applications for assistance 
under the Act, the district staff has been gradually decreased to meet actual require- 
ments. 

The number of employees reached the highest point in April when the total 
numbered 148. The inside employees numbered 112, the field staff 36, and the 
monthly pay-roll (not including bonus) was $17,112. At the close of the year, the 
staff had been reduced to 70 inside and 26 outside employees, a total of 96, and the 
pay-roll to $12,216 per month. The reductions represent a decrease in the number 
of employees of 35 per cent and in salaries of 28 per cent. 


DISTINCTIVE FEATURES 


Owing to the large number of settlers specializing in poultry it has been neces- 
sary to employ two poultry specialists as supervisors. This, to a degree, means double 
supervision for poultry settlers, as well as others engaging in mixed farming but 
who are developing small commercial flocks. These two men, during the fall season, 
actually handled themselves over 17,000 birds, culling out over 5,000 in order to 
eliminate any undesirable birds. 


SPECIAL LOCALITIES 


No special mention of the Fraser valley, where conditions are so well known, 
need be made. The bulk of the settlers under the jurisdiction of the Vancouver office 
are located in the Fraser valley. The districts of Surrey, Langley, Matsqui and 
’ Chilliwack have the largest number. We have about 650 settlers in these four. districts 
and the great majority will sueceed and be in possession of valuable farms in a few 
years’ time. Further extensive settlement in these districts cannot be looked for as 
land is high in price and there are few farms offering that will come within the 
requirements of the board’s regulations in respect to acreage under cultivation. | 

Nicomen Island, in the Dewdney District, might be mentioned on account of the 
floods which took place in June and July through the dykes giving way under pres- 
sure from the Fraser river. We have twenty-two settlers on this island whose crops 
were totally ruined, with the exception of a few early vegetables and small fruits. 
This necessitated selling a considerable amount of the stock held by the settlers and 
this unfortunately was done at a considerable loss, as prices for stock had then dropped 
considerably owing, chiefly, to similar conditions in a slighter degree in other parts 
of the valley. The mild fall, however, has greatly aided these settlers in the matter of 
feed, as the stock retained has even up to the present required little feeding, there 
being considerable good pasture. 

Lulu Island, in the municipality of Richmond, where we have a large number of 
settlers, suffered severely throughout the wet fall season. This was due largely to 
poor drainage. Many of the settlers there will require assistance in the matter 
of drainage, which is so important to their chances of success. The municipality is 
doing considerable to make good drainage possible, but the settlers, whose farms have 
been flooded for the past few months, will require special assistance. Much of the 
soil shows acidity and fertilization will be very necessary. 
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The Bulkley and Nechako valleys, where we have about eighty settlers, might 
be especially mentioned. Many of these settlers purchased lands held by the Provin- 
cial Land Settlement Board at low prices. Many have received loans on their pre- 
emptions, the advances being for the purchase of stock and equipment and permanent 
improvements. Practically all of the settlers in these valleys are doing splendidly 
by way of improvements to their holdings. Nearly all buildings constructed are of log 
and do a great credit to the builders. The districts are chiefly adapted to dairy 
farming and every encouragement is being given to our settlers to improve the quality 
of their dairy stock, it being recognized that more good cows for these districts are 
necessary. 

A creamery was established at Vanderhoof, in the Nechako valley, this year and 
this afforded settlers all along the line an opportunity of shipping cream. In all 
probability a creamery will be started at Telkwa, in the Bulkley valley, early next 
spring. 

I firmly believe that ninety per cent of the settlers along the line of the Grand 
Trunk Pacific will succeed and repay their loans. The men are of the pioneer type 
who chose to go north and develop their own farms, 

The Cariboo District also deserves special mention in this report. We have 
approximately thirty-eight settlers there and the same can be said of their activities 
and progress as has been said of those in the Bulkley and Nechako valleys. The 
district around Quesnel is more adapted to dairying than any other branch of farm- 
ing, and assistance for settlers to market their products has now been given through 
the establishment of a creamery at Quesnel. 


CROP FAILURES 


This question has already been dealt with quite fully under the heading of 
“General Conditions.” As already stated the chief cause was dry weather during 
the growing period, followed by incessant wet weather during the grain harvesting 
period; the strawberry crop was injured by late frost. Some localities suffered 
severely through floods during the high waters of the Nechako, Lillooet and Fraser 
rivers in mid-summer. These floods were caused mainly through a heavy snow-fall 
in the north country during the previous winter, followed by a very late spring and a 
warm summer. 

Statistics regarding agricultural operations of settlers under jurisdiction of 
Vancouver office :— 

Total area of farms held by settlers through board and privately. 69,786 acres 


EMRE OVE LE evo Dn OK ero bbb ehulerun IPD Ty Gio oh ba he oo nin lee US oe | 
Area of new land cleared and under cultivation or, made ready for 

CUTCLV ALLO es Meera os seus aclunahd iene ee cee RSD PELs AM Pk poly Ea) BU 

: Estimated total production of field, orchard and garden crops 
F Estimated Estimated 

Crops Acres yield selling value 
PING EE ees Mer ee sie tle, Wee The fuss Sap ste Revy 198 2,705 bush. $ 6,949 00 
OaiHiS Ss, Pec tsk sasmelete el aya) ore Yor ssw eon ee ROOD IBS faraduee 9» UO 78,606 00 
Barley cm acer metee cee mee omit n iat hela. ake 210 3,350: 9 4,035 00 
Rye: (tatledsiwet) tis. skeen b. oh 10 Ep esd To: eg eae ee 
Ke rs menses crs aa ceueuleaal 50%) soe, 2 yea 30 00 
ARLeye Helene gies, UB A aad anc aie Aa a die 711i) er ASKI) AG 4,000 00 
Mixes retin, SiNA ci. eh chaee Sue. 80 DSSG0 "it 820 00 
Green) feed, (weight) iereen... 5. .. . 1,588 3,035 tons 58,625 00 
Tis eNO 2 eC Ea ce Ae le a ser 8,896 “ 274,420 00 
Corn ‘(weight-as fodder) o3- 4. 343% 237 2,874 ‘ 29,500 00 
Turnips, mangels, sugar-beets.. .. 583 Ba AEGON wake 58,830 00 
OLATOCS ee Unme \ckpeie tote, Ve uit ts steal 99) 205,033 bush. 196,239 00 
OCLHEIrVeretaples tne g (fers thie ee 93 185 tons 10,700 00 
Apples, peaches and other tree fruits 140 1,316 bush. 10,050 00 
Small fruits (raspberries, straw- 

DERETES VCUC. I Niniheren aroha vie Grae Rene 785 20 tons 26,500 00 
OD ACCOnt mar EWE. rte thy Sap ios MP a eee oe 4 rea OR et NN 
Other icrops (damaged). ° 22 u. 2. 200 Bryce a Lem Se ee 
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Estimated ar ds of Live Stock produced by Settlers 


TROPSEMe a ee he te eet ere eee 50 Swine... .. io sa R400 
Beef cattle. aN TOES Por 233 Sheep and goats) ih cone tae 200 
eka ae eee conn INS OIDLED ites © < sedi ons, ou, See CIE Oe 
HUAN SCM ames: Sete es ee ate 140 


VICTORIA “DISFRICT, “B.C! 
STATISTICS TO MARCH 31, 1921 


LOANS 
Total number of settlers to whom loans granted... .. .. .. 534 
Totalsamount of moans gnantedin meewe- i semester: sigs) “0am o-man 2 OOD, oe 
Number . 
of settlers Amount 
On ponwprivately owned wlan G Serle een nn nec omnty hte ESD 203,907 53 
ALS Ons PULCHASCOs LANG Siycen is eas nic Mme eel ics = iirc ols 2,191,407 19 
534 Motallecr che) Aka stN LW ee tier aiirg cae! ail: mcasiem hice Oa eau aemnte 
Total loans for purchaselotmlandermuman Serwashaeh. 2 Gel ty. fete ge ee loAeliieO sinee, 0 
sf removal Of encumbrance ser anita rll = bahar LS, mio O'R! 
He ts <e PCTIMANEeNt AMT OV CLICINCS scm crews ae), cake ne a Dik gtoo voit 
of we “stock andtequipmentie Seek (5.40 oases 492,143 98 
Motalss Tee eRe Reece eee aera cates Se ceee Ns. aN A par 27) Onno emt . 
QUALIFICATION , 
Motalenumber Of applicants: GUaliied yee mele Mei ee Gale oeetere ney 947 
Total number of applicants disqualined= see). se) et ae 590 
Total number of applicants in abeyance, recommended for 
ENAINING 2. coe ape Goo aes Wee eS Smee etree ea raed te cele ene 36 


Total number of applicants disposed of.. .. .. .. 1,573. 


REPORT BY DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, I. T. BARNET, TO 
DECEMBER 31, 1921 


LANDS 
The vendors of property are invited to list their land with the board. However, 
the vast majority of the present listings are not of a suitable nature for the board to 
handle, from the descriptions given by the vendor; and in most cases the prices asked 
are more than the board considers the property worth. At the present time, little use 
is derived by intending settlers from the listings which are now received. 


Average acreage of land purchased per settler... .. .. .. .. .. 48 ‘ 
Average price per acre.. .. . 5 es $70 88 y 
(These Ses es ‘do not include removal ‘of ‘encumbrances). | 

Total acreage. Saas SoraCaCees) 21,160 
“(Not including ‘encumbrances). ; 
Motal number Of Jand imspections m<adeon mimi inure acu ues) Nene nei - 829 f 
‘ 

LOANS 


The Loan Committee has dealt with 1,330 original and additional applications 
to date, not including applications received from the mainland, before the opening 
of the Vancouver office. During the rush season of last year, as many as sixty 
applications have been dealt with at one meeting. At the present time, the Loan 
Committee of this district office consists of the district supervisor and acting district 
agriculturist, and when in doubt in any particular case they have the advise aad 
assistance of Mr. W. C. Ricardo and Mr. McIntyre Dean, both of whom are successf 
farmers, and well conversant with conditions existing in this district. 


General average loan: per settler, «ase a: Grote eae iaen 6 ee eee $4,677 06 
Average per settler of total loan on— 
Purchased: landing. 40 <couetien Beee ciiecns ules oc mettn” tet. te ee 5,134 12 
Privately-owned land fi.) scuteeteter eee ale) Ava cites 208 ety a ees 2,248 63 
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STOCK AND EQUIPMENT 


‘We have arrangements with local farmers and merchants on the island to supply 
s with the following equipment with discount as shown hereunder :— 


Massey-Harris implements.. 
Implements, miscellaneous. . 
Harness, new. 
Lumber. 
capri ‘material. 
Fencing. Sete 
Seed.. 
Feed. 
Grubstake. é 
Household equipment. 
» Hardware.. . Soe 
J Poultry supplies. . 
Bees and supplies. 
Dairy ee: new. : 
Fruit trees. 
Bush fruits. 


Furthermore we have an arrangement seid ae ine pane 


Per cent 
Retail Less 74 
ce “es vies 
“ee - oe 10 
6e “e 5 
ae ce 5 
6e “é 10 
ce “e 5 
46 ce 5 
ae oe 10 
ce 6é 10 
“e sé 123 
“e oe 10 
oe ce 5 
“e oe 10 
oe “ec 5 
ee “6 5 


Institute supplied 


6 with stumping powder, fuse and caps at a saving of between 25 and 30 per cent, 
nd all the large poultry dealers supply us with hatching eggs and day-old chicks at 


_ discount of 5 per cent. 


tatistics regarding live stock purchased for settlers and efficiency and economy in 
purchasing stock and equipment — 


Stock and Equipment | Number Retail |S.S.B. Price] Saving Average 
price 
Te cus $ cts TCLS Sirets 
BSCS AMS Va: TN, ee SED BE RR ry IE 2 SBSt |S EA a tia GR CUST LOW renee sates 147-70 
BALIN CONVSLb ar ue eye hae vice ede: aes (4 Aan eee, i eet hi SCS O Oy lees srt ac aa 127-36 
BITGMICA Oa cme hPa er stake ccltoln ry ces SOS Pin sy ke cree BUMS OO ewe camet sites 56-19 
BOS Oat) ee aah Mier a cami i fee ing td Ae Pee ge CLO" ae eae ORAU ONO A See ok 15-41 
TIGR os ORs Ea: 2 oe Eee ee ee Dip eee. by 200) COL a eee ss) Le 100-00 
HIRO Ae BOA St ee eRe ee ene DOULA eer eres. SOO DOU ae ere es bad 15-14 
Us 8s Oe ae ee Se ee ee AGRON Ne APEEES coeds 2 Ral ay ag) fs | ele fee 777 
[STOTT ESM IRI Oy On OU ste ee jet Biteces Bare Ay Wane 2 pe Ba OLE TOL Pee eee as 1-30 
Eiplements, M;H. new... ..csc<0.dss00.5s- 211 9,144 05 8,515 40 638 65 
mplements, miscellaneous vendors........ 497 | 30,956 46 28,796 71 a AD) vss 
mplements, second hand.................- GTS lena eee eae 25,015 48 
BMS) MC Weir trie vAE eae oe tb ee ss 111 5,840 46 5,309 51 530 95 
Bardess, second hand: went... secs eek D0ST le toa eee ee 5,990 60 
BERN CTA nets Pot wecuni tee aay tiie em ee lati bale 103,609 92 98,676 12 4,933 80 
Beano mM aGeriall, naa aoe ee Whe el cies occa ie 42,066 23 40,063 08 2,003 15 
REVI TIN Cn een Roe ac emis, Depts Chee SU tne es 16,897 47 15,361 34 536 18 
BRING “COSUOfsaaih- 57. PRTaRE oh oe eA Ware rae OE Bee seg | 14,587 04 
Bean Gs COSt OPEL ca Rivera ait oe ee alee ke ceeillon: artnet tone 5,964 02 
BEING. COST OL are tte oe ee ac aeeeey CN eel ee a nme ae 2,497 22 
BelicrCOstiOl -veWian. se aniere ten ek eee aa cr ih: Ae ee 4,695 91 
BU OUEE « a) es. nM Rie eee COTE SEER DY TIES ta PUM AN Lhe 82,242 79 
BRIO AIT A OUCH Te cet re for ts tee te ic hes cyte haat Gers 15,266 87 14,539 88 726 99 
PERE ch. 3 acraArd eS 75.5 ARS ata 48,090 84 | 45,800 80 2,290 04 
BEEN SCO tec ceshahset MAIN REM AE es, RINE Dyk Oe 4,750 93 4,319 03 431 90 
Banscholdteq uiprrentws js wea oes Ieee Kees ao 5,252.37 4,774 89 477 48 
CVO: Bet ccm eet uitrnts ats heel cA Ae amet R 18,315 05 | 16,280 05 2,035 00 
Bitryosupplicssas.. eles ee Re . meee. Mec 12,661 38 1P51TOL 35 115103 
Oe: AGU ST Igo bts ee eee ets See San a ae Seer ee Meee 534 95 509 48 25 47 
MTEVASIID DIOS R TOW. ao ives kine citaeth caste de dente eae 9,199 41 8,363 10 836 31 
Beivasuppliesssecond hanGuekes oe hoes nue s calov ease Gas nee 2,215 35 
PRREUR OT OOG eth Tyr cork. © Sa ale wits Chak 1,690 1,615 26 12538) 35 76 91 
Ee THROU Yee Ree 493, 748 4,724 08 4,499 13 224 95 
eo ements TAGS SE ee eee en eT | Seertenne tea ira «cB cegs 36,612 34 
suildings Bree BA oo, OsCuOE es CHRO Ge RSE ENE eA |ccecc eee STS Sts 6] ERS aL Ee 49,849 60 
BESS MSCANELIN Os WAL R icer |r O casth ea eB Pomel ote RD 0,8 2,169 75 
RTE DARED re pate Ome ee oe a |e a S| CO SIR 10,537 31 
"BRovalst se bth, tobis, OR as 328,925 73 | 746,408 22 ~ 20,078 51 
Py Ree Pitas Ke? NG AIR set ol eth NE Meter weer t dee it pet A oo der 
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“AGRICULTURAL SUPERVISION 


The training centre for Victoria is on the mainland, and comes under the super- 
vision of the Vancouver office. Eighty-one students have been sent to the Training 
Centre from Victoria office. 

The experience gained by the settlers-in-training with farmers has on the hele 
been good, and practically all of those now established are making good progress. Little 
difficulty in placing men with farmers has been experienced (except in the winter 
months, when but few applications are received), and in the coming spring men 
recommended for training should have no difficulty in obtaining employment with 
farmers. ) 

Supervision of settlers-in-training in the early days was negligible, owing to 
lack of field supervisors; but for some time now the settlers have been visited ram 
quently, with good results; $9,370 has been paid in allowances to eee ee 


COLLECTIONS 


Considering the adverse season which was met with this fall in this disthied 
owing to the excessive rains at harvest time, collections can be considered fairl 
satisfactory. 


ADJUSTMENTS 
INgbheoloysve “ony xorernaqowkeaimeVom OASIS = <5 45 6o oe od SA Be beh oo 12 
Amount invested.. .. .. .. «2 2+. SRG, eee a Fee ae Oe ee | $49,321 Sal 
Adi ont Pea lige Uetecrbecs 200 ele eee Cae ee oe ioh head ieee) ce ee ea 
Net lossi2 s.. emcee os eo delad Sp Sis os Meas EM ea 
Number of salvace cases mmeomplets bate fee a eal Ment es Pe Peet es 16 


These failures are chiefly due to lack of farming experience on the part of th 
settler and lack of sufficient capital for immediate needs to tide the settler ove 
until he had regular returns from his farm. Other cases were caused by domesti 
troubles and ill-health. 


HOME BRANCH 


The following is an approximate list of relief given by the various organization 
through the Home Branch in securing relief, assistance, additional comforts an 
security for those in need among our settlers on the farmis :— 


Donation made by Red Cross to cover transportation expenses of 


settlers’ wives attending classes.. .. eee wey OY) 
On recommendation of Home Branch the Returned Soldiers’ Com- 

mission issued to thirty-one families the total sum of. 3 1,690 95 
The Patriotic Society have helped seventeen families through the 

Home, Branchswexpengine cee Econ pice emer sero meshes 1,731 00 
The Women’s Canadian Club issued, on recommendation of the 

Home Branch, to one family.. .. 2 25 00 
Through the Home Branch the Navy League issued to one family. < 10 00 


The Ladies’ Auxiliary for Sailors has helped fourteen families 
through the Home Branch with Christmas Ben valuing 
approximately, per box $10.. .. 140 00 
The Lady Douglas Chapter, LO.D.E., has ‘supplied, "through “the . 
Home Branch, fifteen Christmas boxes to settlers’ families, 
valued at mot Tessithanesi0eper Oka 0. s) caten lhe ls: cetanyp = se wie aah 150 00 


*» 


GENERAL CONDITIONS 


The year 1920 has been a severe test to many of our settlers. The sprin 
was late; the summer season on the whole was quite favourable up to the tim 
of harvesting, when a rainy season started, practically as soon as the grain was rea 
to cut. From that time until the end of the year the weather was exceptional 
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wet, the result being that many settlers lost heavily on their grain and root crops, 
which they were unable to harvest. Nineteen hundred and twenty being really the 
first full year for the majority of our settlers, it has been a serious setback to them; 
and for those who had a minimum of assets set aside to meet such contingencies 
it has resulted in a serious situation. The following table gives the precipitation 
for the months of August, September and October, as compared with the average 
precipitation for the various districts on Vancouver island and adjacent Gulf 
islands. It will be readily seen from this table that the rainfall was such as to 
be a very severe setback to farmers on the whole, and more particularly to our 
settlers who in many cases were harvesting their first crop:— 


August September October 


Lilet CGAL OPE acted Ae take Ue arace cictiel page ste 1362 3.62 4.03 
FAVORED Cre (irae kit sisi mrecstlly oh uditis.t| fers) dane: PUabee) ttene plata ke neha 2.96 
WDITPOPEN CEs Uilte) | ener hs) s, vost. teers ate OTR x1.00 3231.0 x07 
Cowen ai Mieco eet es iran cdss ore Ee es yeh 3.32 4.73 5.20 
PAYEE QO tied Hake Mere) tele o LtP i an oh Dolielt Nisrieny Lens Mine. -oo laces .84 aCe) Ok 
IDitterences.: yw lced ain sishiiceo es) Se es x2.48 Kono x2.19 
ENT GANUON Sere ee NRE SN Taiee bustey hie.) aeeeeaae eee Patol | 4,94 4.51 
PAN COC ema wee eed eelut eas, (Sih cieMoEs. Seated Rae AT, 2.97 
WDITECPEM COL Me te dee mystics Pcie yeas, cna am) ube x2.06 <2 OG x1.54 
DERIVA ASLAN a Cem tee hates ss ele pal) tems Mere 3.27 6.68 8.92 
ANORASCE Paahen pert PAL. tn 155° Map alt ont Sh a93) 2.34 5.38 
DIET CNC tem Mckee sto tieion Urol sine bearer see elegans x2.34 x4.34 x3.54 
UAPLVE SOUGICUIU ae Re tras. ante et ets eke Gree 4.40 Cel 6.90 
CAV OTS a 4 cps Lema eeted ota) ats: tape MEFs, beers Onl 1.82 3.96 
WIV ONC Ogee bree es) aleve Gslam @ ata cors aS ersten -s Ou OlS) x4.93 x2.94 
TA OCT re IPE tee coc Eola ifacl ers) castes. BROW, SV 72 10.96 
INSET AL Cor tee Cake Ware Hl and woke cule pay 1.04 2.96 6.23 
Differences, = ¢ cep sis OE DOM Dee metce rs x2.03 SiG! y: x4.73 


There has not been the usual amount of development work carried on in this 
district, by either the Provincial or Dominion Government during the past year, 
as there was in pre-war days. In normal times a certain amount of revenue was 
always looked for from this source. 

The general progress made by the soldier settlers on the whole has been 
excellent, considering the fact that the large majority commenced their operations 
with a very small reserve capital—in many cases this capital consisting practically 
of war gratuity. Every assistance possible, compatible with regulations and busi- 
ness principles, is being afforded the settlers, and our best efforts are being put for- 
ward to establish worthy borrowers on a firm basis. Vancouver island in general 
at the present time is still in its early stages of development, the major portion 
of the land taken up by our settlers being: still in bush; and it will require time and 
an unlimited amount of perseverance and hard work to gradually clear the addi- 
tional acreage. We are strongly encouraging our settlers to slash and burn, and to 
seed to pasture; the lack of rough pasture to-day being a serious handicap to those 
carrying any number of live stock, as it is evident, where only a small acreage is 
under cultivation, that the settler cannot afford to use his cleared land for pasturage 
purposes. 


Gulf Islands —The Gulf islands, which are adjacent to Vancouver island, and on 
which soldier settlers are situated, are Denman, Galiano, Saturnia, North and South 
Pender, Mayne Island and Salt Spring Island. The settlers on these islands are 
chiefly engaged in dairying and to a smaller extent in poultry raising. This is more 
especially so on Salt Spring Island where there are thirty-five settlers situated 
under the board. This island has an area of about seventy square miles. It is 
divided into two distinct communities: the northern community at Ganges har- 
bour is the larger, and the majority of our settlers are established there. The 
holdings there are on the whole of smaller area, and a good deal of poultry farming, 
combined with dairying, is being carried on. ‘There is a Co-operative (Creamery 
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at Ganges, which makes dairying a profitable business. ‘The island has a climate 
very suitable for small fruits, but it is impossible to develop the small fruit industry 
owing to the present transportation facilities. However, during the past summer 
a Co-operative Fruit Association has been organized, under which small fruit 
farming may be undertaken with a reasonable prospect of success. The board has 
also been instrumental in organizing three Pure-Bred Stock Associations on Salt 
Spring Island, under the Federal Government regulations governing pure-bred 
stock. Great interest has been evinced by our settlers in these organizations, and it 
is mainly due to the activity they have displayed that so much progress has been 
made. With an improvement in the transportation service to and from this island, 
it has an excellent future before it, as the climate is very temperate, and the price 
of land is not so high as in the more thickly populated districts on Wancouver 
Island. 


Duncans—In the Duncans District our settlers are fortunate in having a very 
progressive and well-organized Co-operative Association, of which many of our men 
are members; and not only are they able to sell their products through it but large 
savings are effected in the purchase of feed, seed and various other farm supplies. 
This saving is a very material item to the large number of farmers who are special- 
izing chiefly in poultry in this district, and who buy nearly all their feed for their 
birds. Already several of our settlers are carrying flocks averaging 1,000 laying 
birds to a settler. Steps are now being taken to provide facilities for handling 
the fruit that is being grown in the district. When this is accomplished the con- 
ditions under which the men in this locality will be working will be most favourable. 


Comox.—In the Comox District, surrounding the town of Courtenay, where 
over 100 men are established, the majority of them are chiefly devoting their energies 
to dairy farming, more especially to the raising of Jersey cattle, which is the pre- — 
dominating dairy breed in the district. A Creamery Association is established 
here, and marketing facilities are being improved from year to year. As the popu- 
lation increases, farms are being subdivided, and more intensive methods of farming 
are being employed. More attention will eventually be paid to the growing of cash 
crops, such as potatoes and small fruits, as greater facilities for the marketing of 
them are made. 

, Settlers are doing’ much to overcome the insufficiency of cleared land, which is 
their chief difficulty here, where land is heavily timbered. It has been intimated that 
the Provincial Government will bring down legislation, during their first session of 
Parliament this year, whereby the Government will bear one-third the cost of 
stumping powder. If such goes through it will be of immense assistance to 
our settlers in their clearing operations. To date, 765 acres have been cleared 
by men who have taken up land under the board. This is a splendid show- 
ing when it is taken into consideration that the most of this land was heavily 
timbered, and would cost anywhere from $100 to $200 or more, per acre, to clear at 
the present cost of labour. It goes without saying that by so doing they have 
increased the value of their holdings immensely. <A large percentage purchased land 
on which there were no buildings. Buildings sufficient for their needs for some — 
years to come have been erected, and these buildings in many instances have 
increased the value of their holdings from 50 per cent to 100 per cent, and often more; 
over and above the actual outlay for building material and any skilled labour 
employed in erecting the same. 


SUCCESSFUL EXHIBITORS 


Our settlers have taken a keen interest in increasing the numbers and quality of 
their live stock, and were very successful at the fall exhibitions in the’ various 
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localities last fall, whieh the following table of their winnings at these exhibitions 
will show :— 


1st 2nd ‘Reserve Total 
MIN GpSCOCK. ates Meta toh st) ea jhe bast okt oe ha tere LO 12 2 Bey s 
POUIGEY Are. Wein d sitehhs Herrbatscnaiel ool syel cee GERMS aos RIE ie 9 4 27 
TLOOUSHANGuMelaMCrODS: ints sar ereiuton deters echo ove tsromen 20) 37 11 93 
DAI Va ROCLUCCUr abate ep ecn gy akeibt es Mince o.a.. cyeuwotes hes 2 1 as 3 
Women’s and children’s departments.. .. .. .. 18 20 2 40 
98 i) 19 
POL INUN DerAOie DVIZCS:; este ne ae. tenia eieoled etn ude cmmten te cL ietit we ucLO.O 


SPECIAL PROBLEMS 


At the inauguration of the board’s work, settlers were chiefly allowed to follow 
their own inclinations in the selection of land, regardless of whether or not there was 
a portion of the acreage cleared, or whether the whole was a bush farm. It has been 
found that the majority of settlers have insufficient funds to tide themselves over a 
year or two, and propositions on which they cannot expect any returns for at least 
one or two years. The policy, therefore, has been changed, so that at the present 
time the smallest acreage that can be purchased is five cleared, cultivable acres, on 
which the board considers the settler has a reasonable chance of success and of 
meeting his liabilities—this acreage applying to specialized lines of farming. For 
general mixed farming the rule has been made that there should be at least twenty 
acres which can be immediately put under cultivation. This gives the settler a 
reasonable chance to produce sufficient feed himself to carry the ordinary amount 
of live stock which is found on a farm of this nature. 


STAPLE CROPS PRODUCED 


Since settlers have taken up their land there has been 765 acres of bush land 
cleared and brought under cultivation. 


EHstumated Quantity and Value of Staple Crops 


Estimated | Estimated 

Crops Acres total selling 

yield value 
$ cts 
RVR eee bsy voatbner ec cet gol o et re ear ee SE Oe Ree See 1964 | 3,678 bush. 8,092 00 
te ee eI eR a: ok to ghee eae eee ie 364 | 8,165 “ 7,297 00 
"Ry Ov ee ON es as aE plot lS ee yb ne i oo = aE LER 18 290 362 00 

SO Sen Orme nek Pes 3 eis asa Gta RR =) A Se ER cer ty ae gee eee AB Pr 8 

Pease (including seed grown for garden peas)...................-. 10 150s 950 00 
EEG Leen (Wel Nt OTOOD seers comic cto, Heremse neh tah aren 487 392 tons 28,020 00 
Wort VeElsit AS LOO GEL) Bande cagtrs aca ts. eee kh eee Suede 36 ahohiy 2,060 00 
Apa de cag Meteo Ra oA. he gee aye BRP MB ae wrote vickin, aheke StaaMatlie & wie tases oi 1,389 DE GSOe ta 81,120 00 
SMUrnINs, TMAngels csSUucat>DeCOtSssmte kha ree Seen ee Pee 1743 LiGSen 18,824 00 
EO EAT OCS Ee Pps 2S BE RT Fea eat pice fh ce, egy ie cel, te ote DOR Ba, 172% | 13,469 bush. 18,514 00 
DEM ETNVECOCLADIOS rere argo cates oko Mesera ips. Nene eee Do hae wc cet Diss SO 6,604 00 
‘Apples, peaches, and other tree fruits. ............0...s.+2-+ hee: 973 90 tons 13,950 00 
Small fruits, raspberries, strawberries, etc................-.+.005- 725 1G = 30,600 00 
My CRACTODS GIVES UCAS SCOG cate SA peti ah ween rhe a Rn ah MEN fins 375 lbs. 150 00 


It is difficult to estimate the total production and value of field, orchard and 
garden crops in this district for the following reasons :— 
The majority of our farms are of a small acreage and many men are producing, 
various lines of products and selling them over a wide range of prices, according t 
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the market facilities at hand, and the quality of the product. There is a large 
quantity of fruit produced which is used for home consumption, and possibly a small 
surplus sold in the locality by certain farmers. 

In reference to the acreage in fruits, this includes acreage that has lately been 
set out and has not as yet come into bearing, which accounts for the small yield per 
acre in some cases. For: this reason it is very difficult to get anything like accurate 
figures from the individual farmer. In the case of field crops, owing to the adverse 
weather during the harvest season, much of the crop that was produced was lost, and 
therefore the yield for these lines of crops can only be estimated, throwing out the 
average yield which would be produced in a normal year from the acreage sown. 


Live Stock in possession of Settlers 


Kind of stock Number Kind of stock Number 
FELOPSES'. tapasncit louie Mater ep ims ren ios oid coke 406 Swine... .. Omen os 603 
WeeLENCAattles 4.5) & i. . sie  cshedoen eer 50 Sheep and goats. ites “ise era eae 592 
Dairy cattle. ee ee a ete 1,280 MPOUIET Yi seo oe es" ac a Ge toe ene eet ETO 

Total settled ‘on ‘improved Jandiis ite. Ae it Wad PREC Clea ea ee 
Total settled on unimproved. Janes mai peeneen istsnus «tie, cinles ee tome emee= 41 


TOCA. co 2 al Se ae EI See chet chara attr alot Vor ear te eam 20 


In reckoning unimproved farms only those on which there was no acreage cleared 
when the land was taken up by the settlers are included under this heading. 
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CHAP THRE VI 


SYNOPSIS OF SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ACT 


The Soldier Settlement Act, passed in 1917, and amended in 1919 and 1920, has 
for its main purpose the granting of financial assistance to returned men to settle on 
agricultural land and follow farming as a permanent vocation. The Act constituted 
a holed of three members. This board has defined its principles of policy as follows :— 


Qualification. 
(1) To settle on the land soldier citizens whose best interests will be served by 
engaging in farming. 


Security. 
(2) To assist in settlement only on land of good value, well located, and of such 
fertility as to ensure profitable returns in farming. 


Closer Settlement. 
(3) To develop and close in settlement in areas contiguous to existing or projected 
railway lines. 


Reduced Prices. 
(4) To secure for soldier settlers by means of collective and special purchase 
arrangements the best value obtainable in live stock, implements, building 
material and other necessary equipment. 


Supervision. 
(5) To guide and assist soldier settlers in the management of their farming 
activities, so that the best results may be secured. 


Home. 
(6)) To provide such guidance and assistance as may be most helpful to the 
settler’s wife and family in the development of the home and its economic 
and social relations, as a factor in the success of the settler. 


: - THOSE WHO ARE ELIGIBLE 


The Act defines a “settler” as a person who has been, during the great war, 

engaged in active service in a military foree— 

(1) of Canada—and has served out of Canada; or, wherever he may have served, 
is, by reason of disability incurred or aggravated as a result of such service, 
in receipt of a pension or has received a pension or gratuity in lieu thereof. 

(2) of His Majesty or of any of His Majesty’s Allies—and being ordinarily 
resident in Canada when he enlisted in or otherwise became a member of such 
force, has served thereafter out of Canada, in a theatre of actual war; or, 

(8) of His Majesty or of any British dominion or colony—and has served out 
of the country wherein he enlisted or otherwise became a member of such 
force in a theatre of actual war. 


No such person, however, is eligible who has been discharged on account of 
nisconduct. 
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The widow of any person. enumerated in classes 1 or 2 who died on active service 
and who, but for his death, might be a settler, also is eligible. 

Imperial ex-service men—members of the Imperial or other forces, who are 
eligible from the standpoint of military service but who were not resident in Canada 
at the outbreak of war, will be required:— 

(1) To appear before a Qualification Committee in the district in which they 

desire to settle when question of their suitability will be determined. 

(2) To work on a farm in Canada until the necessary experience is gained. This 
period shall not be less than one full year for those who have had farming 
experience in Great Britain and two years in the case of those who have not 
farmed; and, 

(3) To pay down twenty per cent of the purchase price of the land as well as 
stock and equipment. 


FREE GRANTS OF LAND 


The board may issue free to any settler a soldier grant for not more than 160 
acres, provided, however such settler has not already purchased land from the board, 
has secured an advance of money for the clearing of encumbrances or is the owner or 
has a vested possessory interest in agricultural land or such area as, in the opinion 
of the board, constitutes an average farm or is of the value of $5,000. This soldier 
grant may be in addition to any ordinary homestead grant of 160 acres to which 
settler is entitled as a civilian. : 

Prior to May 1, 1921, all Dominion lands within a radius of fifteen miles of a 
railway in the four western provinces were reserved for soldier settlement. This 
reservation, however, has been cancelled, except in so far as it applies to lands with- 
drawn in the Porcupine Forest Reserve, the Riding Mountain Reserve, Hudson 
Bay lands, Doukhobor lands or any individual parcels reserved for the purpose of 
dealing with cases of soldiers still pending or reserved for other special reasons. The 
Minister may, at his discretion, withdraw for soldier settlement any other areas. In 
the case of newly-opened areas, soldier settlers will be given one day’s priority over 
civilians. 


FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 


There are three classes of loans:— 


1. To qualified settlers purchasing land through the board:— 

(a) Up to $4,500 for the purchase of land; 

(b) Up to $2,000 for the purchase of live stock, implements and other equipment; 

(c) Up to $1,000 for the erection of buildings and other permanent improvements. 

2. To qualified settlers on Dominion lands in the western provinces :— 

(a) Up to $38,000 for the purchase of live stock and equipment and permanent 
improvements, the amounts advanced to be dependent on the settler’s security: 


3. To qualified settlers who already own agricultural land :— 

(a) Up to $3,500 for removal of encumbrances but the amount so advanced shall 

not exceed 50 per cent of the appraised value of the land. 

(b) Up to $2,000 for the purchase of live stock implements and other equipment. 

(c) Up to $1,000 for the erection of buildings or other permanent improvement 
Such total indebtedness under class 8 shall in no case exceed $5,000. 4 

In the case of a settler going on a purchased farm he is required to pay ten per 
cent of the purchase price of his farm cash down. In all cases where assistance is 
granted the settler must be in a position to maintain his family until adequate 
returns are forthcoming and to purchase seed and feed. 
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TERMS OF REPAYMENT 


The first of October has been fixed as the standard date on which annual pay- 
ments on all loans made under the Soldier Settlement Act become due and payable 
in the provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia. The 
first of November is the standard date east of Manitoba. 


On unimproved lands (except Dominion lands).—On loans for the purchase of 
unimproved lands and for the erection of permanent improvements thereon the first 
payment shall be made not later than the second standard date following the date of 
sale or advance, and shall consist of accrued interest only from date of sale to the 
first standard date. Beginning the first standard date, the interest for one year 
shall, be consolidated with the amortized payments over a period of twenty-five years 
and! the first of these payments shall be made the third standard date following the 
date of sale. 

On loans for stock and equipment (in connection with unimproved lands) no 
interest is charged for two years, but thereafter such loans are repayable on the 
amortization plan in six annual instalments, commencing not later than the third 
standard date following date of sale or advance. 


On Improved Lands.—Settlers on improved lands begin repayments on loan for 
land purchased, permanent improvements, and stock and equipment on the second 
standard date following the date of sale or advance. The stock and equipment loan 
is repayable in six equal annual instalments with interest amortized. There is no 
free interest. 


On Dominion Lands.—On loans for stock and equipment, no interest is charged 
for two years, but thereafter loans bear interest and are repayable on the amortiza- 
tion plan in four annual instalments, commencing on the third standard date fol- 
lowing the date of sale or advance. Loans for permanent improvements are repay- 
able in not more than twenty-five annual instalments. 


Prepayment Privileges—Soldier settlers have the privilege of prepayment of 
whole or any part of their loan at any time without notice or bonus. Such prepay- 
ment does not in certain instances relieve the settler from the performance of settle- 
ment duties prescribed by the regulations. 


INTEREST 


Loans bear interest at the rate of five per cent. They are subject to the approval 
‘of the board and expenditures of advances are under the direct supervision of the 
board’s officers. 


SETTLEMENT REGULATIONS 


Loans are subject to actual settlement regulations, every settler being required 
to take up actual residence on the farm and make farming his ordinary vocation. 

Stock and equipment remain the property of the board until the loan is dis- 
charged and sale of such is not lawful except by special permission of the board. 


RESERVATION AND ACQUIREMENT OF LANDS 


Provision has been made in the Act for the purchase of property compulsorily 
or by expropriation. The board may declare a “settlement area” where lands are 
being retarded from cultivation and set such lands aside for the purposes of the board. 
In such eases owners are required to furnish within thirty days a statement naming 
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the price at which they are willing to sell and such other information as may be 
required. If the price is satisfactory the board may purchase, otherwise the matter 
may be referred to the Exchequer Court. The board may enter upon any land in a 
“settlement area” and call upon the court to take possession of it. 

The board may also arrange with the Government of any province for the 
acquiring or utilizing of any Crown or other agricultural lands of such province. 
The board may acquire from His Majesty by purchase any Indian lands which under 
the Indian Act have been validly released or surrendered. School lands may also 
be acquired by the board by arrangement with the provinces interested, the price to. 
be fixed by two arbitrators, one to be appointed by the Minister and the other by 
the Government of the province. 


AGRICULTURAL TRAINING AND SUPERVISION 


The board may make provision for the placing of a settler with a farmer for 
instruction in farming and for the training of wives and dependents of settlers. 
The period of preliminary training is normally.one year. The board may employ 
field supervisors to give advice and guidance to established settlers in their farming 
operations. 


TYPICAL SETTLERS 


CHAPTER VII 
TYPICAL SETTLERS 


Of the 25,000 returned men who have taken up land under the soldier, settlement 
scheme, there are many whose progress has been noteworthy. A survey of the whole 
field has brought into view a number of striking cases, where men who were engaged 
in|other pursuits prior to the war have developed an unusual aptitude for the voca- 
tion of farming and already have given evidence that they will make good. ‘The 
human element is one of the chief factors which make one man succeed where another 
would fail. There are a few men who, though handicapped by the loss of an arm 
or a leg in the war, have established themselves alongside others with full physical 
equipment and have shown that they are not lagging behind their neighbours in the 
race. 


A One-legged Farmer—One of the Prairie Provinces furnishes an example of 
this: On adjoining half-sections there are two men—one a returned soldier whose leg 
is off above the knee; the other is a physically perfect man. Last summer the soldier 
settler had 140 acres in crop, promising a handsome yield and his land was in Al 
condition; besides he was milking eight cows. The neighbour had only 20 acres in 
crop, and compared with the other, was but an indifferent farmer. The soldier settler 
out of the proceeds of his crop repaid his loan to the board and is now well away 
- towards a sure success. 


A good Sport; a good Soldier; a good Farmer—lIn the vocation of agriculture 
there is no room for the sluggard. Men who are successful in other walks of life—in 
business, or in a professional calling—are likely to succeed as farmers if they have 
the energy and the adaptability. Here is the case of a top-notch hockey player who 
was a captain of artillery in the war, rising by hard work and strict application from 
the rank of private. Like many of our sportsmen who enlisted in the Great War, 
he had an excellent record overseas, and on his return located under the Soldier Settle- 
ment Act on a farm in northern Saskatchewan. With characteristic energy he put 
108 acres of his land in crop, broke a large additional amount of land, and is one of 

the many cases on new land in that vast province which promise excellent results. 


The “Allies.’—On adjoining farms in northern Alberta there are settled under 
this scheme two foreigners; a Belgian and a Swiss. They are known in the district 
as “The Allies.” They have done excellent work in developing their land. They, 
however, are desirous of forming new alliances and after getting their house in order 
and their land in good shape they have written the Home Branch of the Soldier 
Settlement Board to be placed in communication with eligible ladies who will agree 
to share their fortunes. 


A Lancashire Boy—The opportunity to become a farm owner has been taken 
advantage of by many men who came to Canada before the war and secured employ- 
ment on the land. Many of these are achieving success. A typical case may be 
cited. A city boy from Lancashire, England, came to Canada about 1910 and worked 
for a farmer until the war broke out, when he went overseas. On his return he bought 
land under the board in eastern Ontario. When visited in the summer of 1920 by a 
member of the board, he was earning $400 a month from the sale of milk, running a 
ninety-acre farm and doing all the work himself. 


155 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ON THE LAND 


These examples illustrate the opportunities that are open to determined men of good 
character to become independent within a very few years. A long list of other cases 
may be cited as typical of what is transpiring in every portion of the Dominion. 


A War-Widow—This is a rather exceptional and remarkable case in many 
respects. Exceptional, because the settler in question is a woman, and remarkable, 
as it demonstrates that even a member of what is generally known as the weaker sex, 
can sueceed, provided she is endowed with the requisite determination to surmount 
the many difficulties that beset the path of the homesteader in this country. It is 
also a tribute to the foresight and understanding of those who were responsible for 
the Soldier Settlement Act being so far-reaching as to embrace cases of this nature. 

Mrs. Stauffer is one of those loyal, patient women who when the call went through 
the Empire for men to stop the German hordes, proudiy consented to her husband 
responding. Then later, in the autumn of 1917, after months of anxiety, came the 
message that told her that her husband had made the supreme sacrifice. Widowed, 
with two boys, six and seven years of age, to support and educate, she determined 
to take up farming, as she had lived practically all her life on a farm and had a good 
general knowledge of it. 

Learning that the Soldier Settlement Act provided for assistance being extended 
to soldiers’ widows, she began searching for a suitable homestead and soldier grant, 
and in July, 1918, filed on the southwest quarter of section 38, township 74, range 3, 
west of the 6th meridian, and the northwest quarter of section 34, township 73, range 
3, west of the 6th meridian, near Sexsmith, Alberta, on the line of the Edmonton, 
Dunvegan and British Columbia Railway. 

In September, 1918, an initial loan of $300 was approved for Mrs. Stauffer to be 
disbursed for breaking and the purchase of building material. In February, 1919, 
an additional loan of $1,500 was approved for the purchase of stock, machinery, 
fencing wire, and building materials. During the summer she was busily engaged in 
erecting buildings, and making ready for spring operations, and in April her house 
and stable being partly completed she took possession. She engaged a farm labourer 
to do the heavy work, and in a short time had broken and seeded six acres in oats, and 
prepared her fence-posts. By the end of July she had broken an additional twelve 
acres of new land and erected one mile of fencing. At this time she applied for, and 
was granted an additional loan of $1,000, with which she purchased some horses and 
cattle, and completed her buildings. By October she had finished breaking an 
additional thirty-eight acres of new land, erected another mile and a half of fencing 
and cut and stacked forty tons of hay. Her revenue in 1919 was necessarily very 
small, but she had sufficient feed for her stock, and she contrived to support herself 
and her children on the proceeds of the farm, and the income derived from the sale 
of cream, butter and eggs. All this time she was taking out logs (which she had cut 
into lumber at the mill), cutting 500 fence-posts and working on her buildings. 

It was at this period that she met with her first serious misfortune—six head of 
eattle dying from a cause that was later discovered to be poison weed. When spring 
came she applied for an additional loan of $200 to purchase seed, and pay for some 
breaking. She then put in a crop of sixty acres, erected three-quarters of a mile of 
fencing and put in a good garden. During the summer she brushed, cleared and 
broke an additional ten acres of new land, cleared some more brush, and put up her 
hay. for the season. 

. Shortly after this her second misfortune befell her. Just. as the crop was 
ripening, a hailstorm visited the district and in a few minutes, of the golden grain 


that had a short time before been waving gracefully in the breeze, and had cost months — 
of unremitting toil, there remained nothing but a field of battered and broken stalks. — 
What little could be cut was only fit for feed. This disaster would have discouraged — 


many a strong man, but Mrs. Stauffer possesses the spirit and resourcefulness of those 
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ren who pioneered this country, and believes that difficulties are only made to overcome. 
Fier revenue from this source being cut off she set out to augment her income in some 
way in order to meet her liabilities. Securing permission from the Soldier Settlement 
Board, she placed her farm in charge of a reliable man, and taking her children, went 
to the village of Sexsmith where she obtained work for the winter. It is her intention 
to return to her farm early in the spring when she will put in a crop of seventy acres. 

In the comparatively short time that she has been working this farm, she has made 
spiendid progress, and has greatly enhanced the value of her place. Her ultimate success 
is assured. 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


Prince Edward Island furnishes many illustrations of what can be accomplished 
by enterprising returned soldiers who have gone back to the land. The province 
generally has experienced a season of bountiful crops and a great majority of the 
soldier settlers have already demonstrated their ability to cope with the varied problems 
of farm life. 

D. Clifford Moore, formerly a gunner of the 86th Battery, O.F.A., acquired 100 
acres, of which 40 is in bush, near Union road. He went on his property in April of 
1919 and in the past year had 30 acres seeded to the following crops: wheat, three acres : 
roots, four acres; oats, eight acres; mixed grain, four acres; other crops, eleven acres. 
His success in caring for potato crop was marked and his services were in great demand 
for spraying, even among the old-established successful farmers of his neighbourhood. 
From milk he secured returns aggregating $800, his revenue from all sources being 
$2,200. He was able to do a good deal of repairs to his buildings, met his fall pay- 
ments to the board promptly and is in good shape for this year’s operations. 

A settler, who had little previous agricultural experience, but who made splendid 
progress since being settled in June, 1919, on an 80-acre farm near Winsloe, is Otto 
W. Campbell, who enlisted in the 105th Battalion and served in France with the 
26th. He also has a portion of his farm, about 15 acres, in bush. He secured a loan 
of $3,600 for land purchase and $780 for stock and equipment. In the past year he 
seeded eighteen acres to wheat, oats, mixed grain, and roots, and his receipts for the 
year amounted to $1,720, a portion of this being for sale of milk. He has made exten- 
sive improvements to his buildings and fences and his success seems to be assured. 


NEW BRUNSWICK 


The beautiful Kennebecasis valley is the scene of the farm operations of a number 
of returned men. The board has assisted a large number of former soldiers to re- 
establish themselves on the land in many sections of the province, and with few 
exceptions, they are showing that they have the ability to succeed. A great many of 
these men go in for stock raising, from which returns are satisfactory. 

Frank Kyle, formerly of the Forestry Corps, is located near Sussex on a 100-acre 
farm, which he purchased through the board with the assistance of loans amounting 
to $5,070. His crop value the past year was estimated by him to be $2,325. His 
receipts from milk alone were $1,500. 

Edward J. Brown, also of the Forestry Corps, was located near Sussex in the 
summer of 1919. His 200 acres cost him only $1,215, and he put in stock and 
equipment to the value of $1,200. From milk his returns were $500, and other farm 
revenue brought him receipts up to over $1,100. He is making extensive improvements 
and no doubt will greatly increase the value of his farm in a very few years. 
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NOVA SCOTIA 


Many returned soldiers have been settled under most favourable conditions in the 
province of Nova Scotia and reports from the district office indicate that with few 
exceptions the men are making satisfactory progress. 

By hard work and strict attention to business, John Hare, who located in October, 
1919, on 175 acres near Belmont, Colchester county, came through the season of 1920 
in splendid shape financially. His loans amounted to $4,700. Of his farm 50 acres is 
in pasture, 70 acres in bush. The cultivated portion of the farm was seeded to 
potatoes, oats, roots and garden crops. The potatoes yielded him $625; oats, $375; 
roots, $120; hay, $875; garden crops (one-half acre only) $525, while his butter 
returns amounted to $360. Hare was formerly a member of the 186th Battalion. 

A combined fruit and stock farm is that of James Cunningham, near Mount 
Denson, Hants County. Mr. Cunningham did patrol service in the Navy and on his 
return from active service in 1919 he purchased with the assistance of the board a 
150-acre farm, 10 acres of which is orchard, 20 acres pasture and 60 acres wood. From 
apples alone he secured a revenue of $1,800, and his milk returns averaged $200 a 
month. He also had receipts of $600 from potatoes and $320 from roots—in all taking 
over $5,000 from this farm during the past year. His loans totalled $6,500 and he is 
already in a splendid position, although his farm experience at the outset was very 
limited, showing what men of the right stamp can do. | 


QUEBEC 


The province of Quebec, particularly the Eastern Townships, has a number of 
returned soldiers who took advantage of the offer of financial assistance to enable them 
to take up farm land. A number of these farms changed hands because of the increas 
ing age of the former owners; others had become unproductive because the younger 
men had failed to return from overseas, or had drifted to the cities and towns. The 
““ Back-to-the-land”’ movement has affected nearly 500 ex-service men in the province. 
That the great majority of these men have made progress in the development of their 
holdings is shown by a perusal of individual reports, a number of which are included. 

A settler who shows splendid progress is J. H. A. Gevris, of the 22nd Battalion, 
who has 165 acres near South Durham. Seventy acres of this area is broken and 55 
acres is in pasture, the land being sandy loam and clay loam. ‘To finance his proposi- 
tion Gevris borrowed $6,950 from the board and was established in October of 1919. 
His principal revenue ‘was from the sale of milk which had yielded him $690 up to 
November 1 Other revenue was from oats, hay, and the sale of stock. This settler 
has cleared 30 acres of new land and plans to materially increase his crop area the 
coming season. 

One of the first soldier settlers in the Hemingford District was John A Brown 
who took up a farm of 55 acres in April, 1919. His activities run into a 
variety of lines as shown by a report of his receipts for the year which total $1,760. 
From maple sugar he secured a revenue of $200; hay, $360; potatoes, $50; apples, $75; 
sale of stock, $100; oats, $175; milk, $800. The advance for land purchase was 
$3,600, which he obtained from the board, as well as $300 for permanent improvements 
and $1,850 for stock and equipment. Of his farm 40 acres is cleared. 


ONTARIO 


Scattered over the province of Ontario are many returned soldiers on the land 
whose prospects of success are beyond the stage of doubt. A few cases of men who 
have made substantial progress are here given. 
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In the vicinity of London was established in October, 1919, J. C. Bailey, formerly 
of the 135th Battalion who served in France with the Second Pioneer Battalion. He 
purchased through the board 50 acres of improved land, for which he incurred a debt 
of $4,500 to the board, and he also was assisted in the purchase of stock and equipment 
to the extent of $1,743 and $560 for permanent improvements. He has an orchard 
of seven acres which in a normal season will yield considerable revenue. He also 
produces garden truck for which he finds a ready market. On his 50 acres he pro- 
duced five acres of wheat, seven of oats, four of roots, fifteen of hay, while he used 
ten acres for pasture in addition to his orchard. From cream alone his revenue was 
in the neighbourhood of $600. 

S. G. Smith, formerly of the 86th Battalion, who was raised on a farm in Ireland, 
and previous to the war had two and a half years’ experience in Ontario, secured 
thipugh the board a 50-acre farm near Chantler, in Welland county, with the help of 
a loan of $4,800. He seeded nine acres to wheat, six to oats, one to roots, while he 
had 19 acres of hay and ten acres of pasture. His principal revenue was derived from 
the sale of wheat, milk and hogs. 


MANITOBA 


Although somewhat handicapped by the effects of wounds which he sustained in 
the war, A. Lagimodiere, of Lorette, Man., was settled by the board on 240 acres of 
land in August, 1919. The greater portion of this—170 acres—was tractor broken, 
but the settler put in his crop and harvested with horses. In spite of the fact that by 
reason of war scars he is forced to wear leg supports, he is a great worker and has 
developed his holding in a remarkable way. He ‘has a good herd of cattle and a 
complete outfit of machinery. Lagimodiere was a private in the First Divisional 
Ammunition Column. He secured a loan of $7,030; part of which was for permanent 
improvements, $1,000; stock and equipment, $2,000. He has 100 acres of wheat, but, 
- unfortunately, his yield was poor, owing to the drought and other causes, and he har- 
vested only 700 bushels. He had 400 bushels of barley, 880 bushels of flax, 300 tons of 
hay, besides which he had returns amounting to $650 from his nine cows and $240 
from the sale of pigs. His total revenue was $3,890, which placed him in excellent 
position to meet his obligations and to carry him over till next harvest. 

H. A. Cuffe, of the 24th Fort Garry Horse, has succeeded in two years in develop- 
ing 320 acres of unimproved land near Isabella, on the Canadian National railway. 
He started in April, 1918, on a quarter-section without, he says, a dollar of his own 
to put into the land, but he managed to borrow $2,000 from a friend. In 1918 he 
broke 75 acres, which he seeded the following year to wheat and oats. In the past year 
he broke 50 acres and built a frame house, stable and three portable granaries. He 
- secured a loan of $5,900 from the board for the purchase of another quarter-section. 
In the fall of 1920, this settler states, he had approximately $5,000 in crops and had 
broken 35 acres of his land, summer-fallowing ten acres and fall-ploughing 50 acres. 
He is in a position to pay his obligations to the Soldier Settlement Board, to wipe 
out his indebtedness for ‘his original quarter-section and has $1,300 worth of stock 
and equipment paid for. He was a commercial traveller in England before coming 
to Canada in 1907, but worked on farms in Canada during the seven years prior to 
enlistment. 

J. K. Alexander, who rose from the ranks in the Canadian Expeditionary Force, 
settled on a half-section of unimproved land near Dropmore, on the Canadian 
_ National railway, in May, 1919. He secured advances amounting to $7,300, including 

$4,500 for purchase of land. He rented a quarter-section, and, while operating this 
in 1919, he managed to get 80 acres broken on his own land, and this season he has 
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broken an additional 60 acres. He has completed a new frame house 16 by 20 by 14 
feet, valued at $2,000; besides this he has built portable granaries and a frame stable. 
The buildings are valued approximately at $3,000, although the loan from the board 
for this purpose was only $1,000. He also fenced his whole farm. 


NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN 


Many excellent reports have been received of returned soldiers who have begun 
life anew in the Prince Albert District of Saskatchewan, securing financial assistance 
from the board to enable them to take up land. A good deal of the land so settled 
was unimproved, but the ex-service men almost without exception have grappled with 
the problems of pioneer life in such a way as to encourage the belief that they will be 
independent of the board’s assistance in a very few years., 

P. Matthews took up a homestead and soldier grant (320 acres) north of Tisdale. 
He served with the 27th Battalion in France and came under the operations of the 
board in the spring of 1919. He has 25 acres broken, of which he put in 15 acres to 
oats, which he will feed to his stock. He also took off a good quantity of hay. The 
assistance obtained from the board amounted to $850 for permanent improvements 
and $1,655 for stock and equipment. 

©. H. Carleton, former member of the 46th Battalion, became possessed of a 
quarter-section of unimproved land 14 miles from Tisdale in the fall of 1919. He 
had in the following spring 15 acres broken, which he seeded to oats and barley for 


feed. He has fenced his quarter, put up good buildings, and has his 15 acres well — 


worked for this spring. He is a good farmer and is going the right way about it to 
succeed. 


SOUTHERN SASKATCHEWAN 


A settler who has found the raising of hogs very profitable is N. P. Olson, a cap- 
tain of the R.A.V.C. He started operations in April, 1920, near Kerrobert, taking up 


a quarter-section of improved land and securing financial assistance to the amount of — 


$6,300. He started with five registered sows and forty-nine feeders, six grade sows 
and one boar, and has built up a business netting him $1,671 since April, 1920. This 
year he hopes to increase his stock and earry at least 200 hogs. He has a three-year 
contract with a local creamery for all their buttermilk. 

M. G. Baker, a sergeant of the 2nd Divisional Trench Mortar Battery, took up, 
in. September, 1919, a quarter-section of improved land near Kindersley. He seeded 
90 acres to wheat and 40 acres to oats, and his returns from wheat alone were $1,900. 
He had no capital after buying furniture and household goods, but he earned $140 
during the winter, and the past season he bought three horses, a cow, and a calf with- 
out the assistance of the board. His cows and poultry paid for his household expenses. 
He has four pigs which he will kill for home use. This settler paid the board $770 
and has retained enough for living expenses for this season—a very good start—and 
his prospects are regarded as bright. 

In the Regina district of Saskatchewan many settlers have shown remarkable 
progress. On the whole crop yields in the district were satisfactory, although drought 
and other visitations were responsible for diminished returns in some areas 

A Roumanian settler who was in the war from start to finish is Dan Podorenco. 
He enlisted in 1914 in the 32nd Battalion and served overseas with the 10th, returning 
to Canada in 1919. He was wounded twice. This settler spoke English with much 
difficulty when he joined up. He returned with an English bride, and she has been 
of material assistance to him in the management of the farm. He secured a loan of 
$2,750 for improvements and equipment of one-half section, which he took up in 1911. 
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Of the half-section 165 acres was broken, and last spring he seeded this area to wheat, 
oats, and flax. Since resuming operations he has broken an additional 35 acres, built 
a house 24 by 16 feet, which is plastered throughout, a barn, a granary, dug a well, 
and fenced 80 acres. His location is near Horizon. 

A Japanese settler, Taisuke Tanaka, who lost an eye on service, did a very excel- 
lent season’s work. He borrowed $5,325 from the board for the purchase and equip- 
ment of a quarter-section near Swift Current. This was in August, 1919. Only 40 
acres was broken, but he got busy and broke 60 more acres, seeding 40 acres to wheat, 
19 acres to oats, and 16 acres to flax. His yield of wheat was 875 bushels, while he 
had 15 loads of feed from his oats and 150 bushels of flax. This man is considered a 
good prospect. He has a Japanese wife, and two children. He enlisted with the 209th 
Battalion and served overseas with the 10th. 


SOUTHERN ALBERTA 


In the southern district of Alberta tributary to the city of Calgary a fair propor- 
tion of soldier settlers came through the season of 1920 with credit. Indeed, there 
were many who were fortunate in securing returns sufficient to wipe out a consider- 
able portion of their obligations. Many of them paid their stock and equipment loans 
in full, although not under any obligation to do so, but their resources were such that 
they found it advisable to clear their stock and equipment as well as make amortized 
payments on land loan. 

B. E. Fulton took up a half-section of land near Wayne in October, 1919. He 
had 150 acres broken. The board advanced $5,000 for the purchase of the land, 
-$1,000 for permanent improvements and $1,590 for stock and equipment. Fulton had 
65 acres seeded to wheat, 15 acres to oats, 30 to barley, 15 to flax. He also had 15 
acres of green feed. With the sale of grain and stock he had returns amounting to 
about $3,400. Fulton was a sapper in the 89th Canadian Engineers overseas. 

C. M. Boyd, who served with the First Depot Battalion in England, went on the 
land under the auspices of the board in July, 1919, taking up a quarter-section near 
Gadsby, securing loans amounting to $5,450. He had 100 acres of wheat and 22 acres 
of oats. His land yielded bountifully and he had returns om grain and sale of 
milk amounting to about $4,500. 


! 


NORTHERN ALBERTA 
DOMINION LANDS 


Many returned soldiers who filed on Dominion lands and availed themselves of 
the assistance to be obtained from the Soldier Settlement Board, are meeting with 
success. Amongst this class of settler, the case of Adolphus Lamoureux may be taken 
as fairly typical. 

This settler, who has lived practically all his life in the province of Alberta, is 
fifty years of age, and has a wife, a son of sixteen years and a daughter of eighteen 
years. Enlisting in the beginning of 1916 in the 151st Battalion, he saw considerable — 
service in France, and in April, 1918, was discharged, being physically unfit for 
further service. 

Being an experienced farmer he decided to take up land under the Soldier Settle- 
ment scheme. Having previously exhausted his homestead rights he was barred from 
‘filing again. He still had the privilege however, of filing on a soldier grant, and after 
a careful search for a suitable quarter-section, he made entry on the southwest 
quarter of section 19, township 60, range 9, west of the fourth meridian. This land 
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is situated about six miles from Lac St. Vincent, and about twenty miles from St. 
Paul des Metis, within a reasonable distance of the new line of the Canadian Northern 
Railway, which was recently constructed through that country. 

With that sturdy pioneer spirit, which is so necessary in a new country, Lamoureux 
immediately set to work. A log house which was on the land, he soon converted into 
a habitable dwelling, and built an addition to it. He erected a new log stable, and 
a log milk house, dug a well, and also broke 16 acres of new land. Lamoureux then 
made application for a loan, and in August was granted a loan of $1,400 for the 
purpose of purchasing stock and equipment, and fencing and breaking some addi- 
tional acreage. With this money be bought four good horses, three milk cows, two 
heifers, one brood sow and a litter of pigs, forty-five hens, and a sufficient farm 
equipment for his immediate requirements. During the winter he supported himself 
by working out occasionally, and on the proceeds of the sale of cream and eggs. By 
spring of 1919 he had commenced the erection of a new log barn, fenced his land, 
put in a crop of 16 acres of wheat and oats, and started in to break some more land. 
In July he applied for and was granted an additional loan of $1,100 for the purchase 
of more stock and equipment, and permanent improvements. By autumn he had broken 
twenty-two acres of new land, completed his barn, and put up his winter’s supply 
of hay. He successfully harvested this crop which was worth approximately $1,000. 

During the winter of 1919-20, which was one of the longest and most severe on 
record in this country for many years, this man was faced with hardships and diffi- 
culties which would have discouraged many men. Owing to the abnormal length of 
the winter, the feed which he had so carefully husbanded proved inadequate, the 
revenue from his cream and eggs was cut off, and there were times when he and his 
family were hard put to it for the bare necessities of life. He had no savings to fall 
back on, as all his small capital was invested in the farm, and he was confronted with 
the problem of buying feed for his stock, and that at a time when hay was com- 
manding from $60 to $80 per ton, and even ordinary oat straw, when procurable; was 
even purchased, in many instances, at as high as $25 per ton. This Lamoureux over- 
came by exchanging the work of himself and his horses for feed and a little money 
which was devoted to the maintenance of his family. In spite of all these difficulties 
he managed to improve his place, and by spring he had completed a new granary, 
slashed seven acres of new land, cut sufficient firewood for the season, cut 400 fence 
posts, and had taken out sufficient logs for a new barn. He also succeeded in bringing 
his stock through the winter, and had his horses in good condition for his spring work. 

In the spring of 1920 Lamoureux put in forty-two acres of wheat and oats. 

During the summer he broke an additional ten acres of land, and put up thirty tons 
of hay. This fall he successfully harvested his crop, and his stock now shows an 
increase of five head. { 
_ As the result of his progressive and well directed efforts, the value of his farm 
has been very materially increased, he has some good stock, a first-class outfit of 
machinery, is in a position to meet his payment to the Soldier Settlement Board, 
and his success for the future is assured. Wek 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


VANCOUVER ISLAND 


Vancouver Island, B.C., affords some striking examples of what a resolute man 
may accomplish in a short time with the assistance he is able to secure from the 
Soldier Settlement Board. Owing to the restricted areas of cleared land, the farm - 
holdings are small, and settlers for the most part engage in intensive farming, such 
as the production of small fruits, dairying and poultry raising from which ample 
returns are secured to meet their obligations. ; 
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Instance the operations of Captain J. G. C. Wood, formerly of the First Canadian 
-ioneers, who settled on twenty-five acres near Keatings in December, 1919. He had 
en acres broken, two acres of which he seeded to wheat, but the major portion of the 
ultivated ground was taken up with the production of loganberries, raspberries and 
frawberries. The revenue from his small fruits in 1920 was in the neighbourhood 
f $6,000 and the had some returns as well from milk. His obligations to the board 
otal $7,500. He purchased the place as a going concern and since being established 
ie has finished the interior of his house, made extensive alterations to his stable, 
nstalled a gravity water system with pipe connections in his house and barn and has 
ufficient water surplus to irrigate his cane fruits, if that should be required. He 
Jso has put in considerable tile drainage. It is the intention to clear about two acres 
f new land each year, thus giving the land time to go through a paurouen hoe erop 
otation before planting. j 

Another soldier settler who has realized handsome returns from the sale of eggs, 
oultry, milk and butter, aggregating during the year $2,978, is R. S. A. Jackson, 
ormerly of the 18th Field Ambulance. He is near the town of Duncans, where he 
as 15 acres of black and red loam, one-half of which is covered with light timber, 
hiefly fir. His loans total $7,000. Commencing operations in June, 1919, and 
pecializing in poultry, he acquired 85 laying pullets with about 750 day-old chicks, 
0 per cent of which were cockerels. He now has 400 pullets, 175 breeders and 30 
ockerels. He also has 20 R.I. Red capons, which will weigh when fattened eight 
r nine pounds, and he has a standing offer for these at 65 cents a pound. He expects 
ext year to go in more extensively for caponizing. Mr. Jackson entered a pen of 
Nhite Leghorn chickens in the International Egg Laying Contest and received four 
iplomas of merit and a bronze medal, one of his birds laying the second highest 
lumber of eggs. He also entered a pen of White Leghorns in a Dominion Egg Laying 
Jontest at Agassiz, leading when this report was written. He refitted all his old 
hicken houses, erected a new house to accommodate 250 birds, also a 1,000-chick 
rooder house and has cleared over an acre of ground. He also rented some land 
lose by which he sowed to wheat, from which he harvested enough wheat for several 
nonths’ feed. This settler also has a fine Jersey grade cow which took first prize 
t Duncans. He expects to go in for poultry raising on a more ambitious scale the 
oming season. The sales record from September, 1919, to November 15, 1920, 
hows 3,036 dozen eggs sold for $1,975.24; bird sales aggregating $818, while he also 
ad revenue from milk and butter amounting to $184, 


VERNON DISTRICT 


A much favoured district of British Columbia is the Okanagan Valley. Soldier 
ettlers have been assisted to re-establish themselves on high-grade fruit lands in 
hat district with satisfactory results. 

Mr. H. H. Drake, who enlisted with the 50th Battalion and went to France with 
he 10th Battalion, was established on a 10-acre fruit ranch near Penticton in 
anuary, 1920, and in a recent exhibition at Penticton he was successful in carrying 
ff a number of prizes for his fruit. He made six entries and took first for five boxes 
f Stayman Winesaps; second for one box of Stayman Winesaps; first for plate of 
ve fine Stayman Winesaps; first for plate of five Wagners; third for plate of five 
onathans, and third for plate of five Grimes Golden. He had a very good crop this 
ear, from which he expected, when the Supervisor visited him on August 11th, to 
ealize from $2,400 to $3,000. He is well satisfied with his venture, has by hard 
fork put his place in good shape and has a very excellent prospect. Since being 
stablished, he has planted 50 McIntosh Reds, pruned, cultivated and sprayed his 
rees and repaired the flumes of his irrigation scheme. Part of his land, not in 
rehard, he put in garden truck and has about 750 tomato plants. He has also four 
eres of alfalfa. 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ON THE 'LAND 


~ — VANCOUVER DISTRICT 


7 
A notably successful soldier farmer in the Chilliwack District is T. P. Wicks, 
who, although over fifty years of age had a good war service and promises an excep- 
tional career on the land. While in France he obtained some pumpkin seed from a 
Poilu who bad obtained it from Algeria while on active service there. His pumpkins 
took first prize at the Chilliwack show last fall. In May, 1919, he took up 21 acres 
of land with crops in. He engaged himself with a fishing outfit, while his wife man- 
aged affairs at home, and was able this way to earn sufficient money to pay his deposit 
when he got the board to purchase the land for him. He built a silo and remodelled 
his stables, stocking his farm with four grade Guernsey cows, pigs and chickens, and 
acquiring a good line of implements. The income from his cows in ten months was, 
$957. He also secured good revenue from the sale of pigs. In many other lines Mr. 
Wicks has excelled. He took first place in the general exhibit of produce at the 
Chilliwack Fair; also three other first prizes for squash, pumpkins and grapes. He 
exhibited corn 14 feet high and peas nearly 10 feet. He has installed city water and 
electric light in his house and started an apiary. He sold $200 worth of pork, $50 
worth of potatoes and has five tons of potatoes and 1,400 pounds of onions yet to sell. 
What may be accomplished in the growing of small fruits on a small holding is 
illustrated by the operations of N. B. Harris, who has 74 acres near Port Haney. 
Mr. Harris served with the 4th Canadian Machine Gun Company and was settled in 
June, 1919. Although 1920 was not a good year for strawberries, nevertheless his 
chief returns were from that fruit and he had returns also from raspberries and black- 
berries, in all totalling $1,450. The acreage under cultivation was: strawberries tw 
acres; blackberries one acre, and raspberries three-quarters of an acre. He also sowed 
three-quarters of an acre to rye as a green manuring crop which is one of the methods 
adopted in this district in maintaining the fertility of the soil. In 1919 this settler 
had crop returns amounting to $2,250; his total loan from the board was $3,500 for 
land purchase. | 
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To Generu! His Excellency the Right Honourable Lord Byng of Vimy, G.C.B., 
G.C.M.G., M.V.O., Governor General and Commander in Chief of the 


Dominion of Canada. 


May iT PLeEAse Your EXcCELLENCY: : e 


The undersigned has the honour to present to Your Excellency the second 
report of the Soldier Settlement Board of Caiada on its activities snd operations 
from April 1, 1921, to March 31, 1923. 

I have the honour to be, 


Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 


JAMES A. ROBB, 
Minister of Immigration and Colonization. 


: RS, Th FASS 
OTTAWA, Mareh oie 19265 


68986—2 


ert ht a 
nat 
oe ¥ % 
ae) tre 
CMire 
mJ ¢} 
aru ; 
' : ! ; 
ie : } 
ne 
¥ 
| eta 
of 
‘ 
_ *, 1 
EDR aprnds ia ni 
4 4 7 
ba k6. i in eatin 
} ’ ty 
i + 
i) | ' 
€ b ah J Y } | i ts | 
a ie \ i) ee ‘ im yeh 
Tasos aoe VALS tio dy ow hi Wi oats 
a sini . eth 7 Vite HPS RAD TN mike ve 7, ane ie a mit 
| Big 7 | wih y 
J ; ae | { “ts 
‘ te 
. 
j j j I 
{ ¢ ee? fit me a 
5 e be : A | | 
re a a MEENA ; anit 
ay Dh ie eR emt AR a ARO 


in 
om 
i - ass : 
1, ; 5) a 
Aw ae co et 
dey acy) ; tt 
Fi f ’ ' : 
A a i ’ ‘ i 
' F ai 
¢ 
” Nae 4, Ay 
ah ‘ ey ‘ ; 
: a 
is rou 
wey os He 
a ’ 
. ty 


a 
. Olin 


Orrawa, March 31, 1923. 
To the Honourable, 


the Minister of Immigration 
and Colonization: | 
i The Soldier Settlement Board of Canada submits its second report on its 
activities and operations from April 1, 1921, to March 31, 1923. 


JOHN BARNETT, 
Chairman. 


E. J: ASHTON, 
Commissioner. 


S. MABER, 
Commissioner. 
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SETTLERS WHO HAVE ABANDONED THEIR FARMS 


It was unavoidable that in a large land settlement scheme many, from a 
variety of causes, would fail io make good. At the close of the fiscal year, 14-5 
per cent of the settlers to «lom loans were granted had discontinued their 
farming operations. The toi: umber in this category is 3,285 and of this 
number 978 have been sold out entirely. thcir land, stock and equipment disposed — 
of. 

About 20 per cent of the failures have been due to causes beyond the 
control of the settlers themselves, such as death, ill health, or recurrence of 
physical disability owing to war injuries. A succession of crop failures due to 
drought and other uncontrollable conditions added to the difficulties of many 
who failed but who otherwise could have come through; but the unsuitability of 
the settler for a task of this kind has been the most common of the causes of 
abandonment of land. 

Again, while the board, for the protection of public monies as well as the 
prospective settler himself, secures an appraisal on land for soldier settle- 
ment and endeavours to refrain from passing favourably upon applications if 
it seems certain that the land applied for will not return a fair living to the 
owner, it was unavoidable that a number of parcels were accepted that, in the 
light of recent events, have proven to be undesirable. 


A Diminishing Number : 

During the past fiscal year there has been a diminution in the number of 
- settlers who have given up their effort. The year 1921 was the most difficult 
for soldier settlers. From the inception of the work to March 31, 1920, 1,270 
cases of abandonment were reported. During the fiscal year 1921-22 there | 
were 1,372; in 1922-23 there were only 743 cases. In view of the continued 
low prices for farm products and the crop failures which were experienced in a 
number of districts, this was a most favourable showing, indicating that a large 
proportion of the men placed on the land will be able to survive in spite of 
severe setbacks which some districts may occasionally experience. eecine: 
however, the decrease in the number reported as failures was due to the leaisla- 
tion which was passed by Parliament in the summer of 1922, by which repay- 
ments of stock and equipment loans were spread over a period of twenty-five 
years. Under the old law loans for stock and equipment were repayable in four 
and six years, thus See a heavy burden upon tlie s _ in the early years 
of their farming experience. The further relief granicd by Parliament in the 
exemption from inter payments for periods of a two to four years for 
settlers whu went on eg land prior to the fall of 1921 also contributed to the 
desirable result that has been mentioned. 
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Lands Resold 


A large amount of work has been entailed in the resale of lands which have 
reverted to the Board. Thirteen hundred and six parcels of land with an are 
of 169,544 acres have been sold with a considerable margin of profit at a time 
when the demand for farm land has not been great. Fifty-two per cent of th 
sales have been made to civilians, and in ninety per cent of the cases it wa 
necessary to carry out a check appraisal of the lands to determine their presen 
day values. 

There has been a substantial profit realized from the sale of the land itself 
On the sale.of stock and machinery, however, losses have been-incurred. . In 
978 cases which have been completely closed out stock and equipment were pur 
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chased for 851 of these settlers. The loss on the resale of stock and equipment 
has been $374,429.50, offset by the profits from the sale of the land. The fol- 
lowing figures show in what manner these profits have been derived:-—— 
978 completed adjustments, involving 973 parcels of land. The land cost, 
the board $3,204,874.75 and the selling price was $3,580,104.10. 


78 cases where the land has been sold but stock and equipment not sold. 
The land cost the board $252,021.67 and the selling price was $264,- 
467.22. 


140 cases where the sale of land is pending but documents not completed. 
The cost of the land to the board was $422,988.90 and the price pur- 
chasers agree to pay is $473,110.03. 

115 cases where offers for the land have been accepted. The cost of the 
land to the board was $371,633.50 and the selling price is $430,450.93. 


These total 1,306 parcels of land which cost the board $4,251,518.82, and 
which have a selling price of $4,748,132.28, leaving a surplus of $496,613.46. 

At the end of March, 1921, the land had been sold in 200 cases. At the end 
of March, 1922, the number was 662, an increase of 462. At March 31, 1923, 
the number was 1,191, showing that during the last two fiscal years 991 parcels 
of land had been sold. In view of the general depression in agriculture and 
the comparatively limited demand for farm property this record of over.40 sales 
a month appears to be satisfactory. 


The Assurance Fund 


The board foresaw that losses would result from the sale of sal- 
vaged farms and provision was made for an Assurance Fund from the sale of 
Government lands which were turned over to the board for soldier settlement. 
These lands were contained in former forest reserves, Indian reserves and grazing 
leases. The Assurance Fund aggregates $649,644.49. In addition the board 
holds lands valued at $285,197.10, which when sold will make a total assurance 
fund of $934,841.59. 


COLLECTION OF PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST DUE 


The standard date of payment of interest and principal instalments is 
October the first in Western Canada and November the first in Eastern Can- 
ada. At, the close of the fiscal year $1,629,914.79, or 54-5 per cent, of. the 
amount due from scttlers had been paid in and collections were coming in at 
such a rate that there was every expectation that the percentage would be largely 
increased. The province of Ontario showed the best results in this regard, 
with a percentage of 91-3, which, however, includes payment by settlers of 
monies not due. Next in order was the district of Regina, which reported 
total payments amounting to 77-6, while the district of St. John, N.B., embracing 
the three Maritime Provinces, reported 68-8 per cent. The most unfavourable 
district, from a collection standpoint, was Calgary, embracing southern Alberta. 
The percentage of payments for that district was 37-5; while northern Alberta 
was next in the ascending scale with 39 per cent. This condition was due to the 
crop failure which the province suffered in that year. 


Paid off Loans 


A considerable number of settlers (583) have completely discharged their 
obligations to the board. More than half of this number, or 312, have con- 
tinued to operate their farms, but 271 sold out completely and have gone 
elsewhere. 
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TRAINING AND QUALIFICATION OF APPLICANTS 


During the period April 1, 1921, to March 31, 1923, 6,785 new applications 
for qualification were received, 3,880 were qualified; 1,646 were recommended to 
obtain further farming expericnce. In the same period, 1,553 applicants com- 
pleted or discontinued training; 699 of these were qualified; 854 were disquali- 
fied. On March 31, 1923, 232 were in active training. 

From date of inception of the Board’s activities to March 31, 1923, 66,116 
applications for qualification were received: 46,943 were qualified; 9,257 were 
recommended to obtain further farming experience; 16,603 were disqualified. 
During the same period, 3,870 applicants completed or discontinued training; 
1,569 were qualified; 2,301 were disqualified. 

There are still, therefore, 17,959 ex-service men who have been granted quali- 
fication certificates but who have not yet taken advantage of their privilege to 
secure assistance under the Act. Many of them will no doubt exercise this 
privilege when they have acquired the necessary funds for their initial payment 
and have selected land suitable for their requirements. 


Farming Experience Necessary 


Applicants considered experienced enough to farm on their own account, 
and regarded as suitable in other respects for the vocation of farming, may 
be granted a Qualification Certificate forthwith, entitling them to consideration 
for a loan. 

Applicants having insufficient farming experience to warrant the granting 
of an agricultural qualification certificate at once, are required to work on a 
farm for a successful farmer until such time as they become thoroughly compe- 
tent to carry out all ordinary farming operations and fitted to manage a farm 
on their own account. The period of training in this way depends on the apti- 
tude and progress of the individual. When no previous farming experience has 
been gained, at least two years’ training is ordinarily required. During this 
training period, the settlers are frequently visited by a ficld supervisor who 
discusses their work and progress with them and with their employer. 


Agricultural Supervision 

A very important feature of the Board’s work is the advisory assistance 
given to soldier settlers during and after their establishment. For this purpose, 
a staff of practical farmers, many of whom are graduates of agricultural col- 
leges, 1s maintained. This staff, known as the Board’s Field Supervisors, 
covers the entire Dominion. Each field supervisor is held responsible for the 
supervision of all established settlers, and settlers-in-training, in a designated 
area. Their duties include supervision of settlers-in-training with farmers, 
appraisal of farms for new purchasers, valuation and advice in connection with 
stock and equipment bought by settlers through the board, advisory assistance 
to settlers in the operation of their farms and the marketing of their produce, 
the safeguarding of the Board’s chattel security and the collection of payments 
due. 

Settlers are graded according to the progress they have made, and as soon 
as it is felt that success is assured, the supervision service is curtailed, and 
expenses in this connection correspondingly reduced. 

On March 31, 1921, the number of field supervisors on the strength was 
173; on March 31, 1923, the number had been reduced to 143 without in any 
way impairing the efficiency of the service to those who need it. 
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Services Available to Non-Soldier Immigrants 


During the winter of 1922-23, the benefits of this advisory service became 
available to immigrants of the agricultural class, not eligible for financial 
advances from the board. It is anticipated that a considerable number of 
newcomers who propose to engage in farming in this country will take advan- 
tage of this service. 


Stock and Equipment Purchases 


Karly in the history of the board, many of the leading lumber companies 
and manufacturers of farm implements, harness, etc., granted special reduced 
prices to soldier settlers. This concession has been continued by most of these 
firms and now represents a total saving to settlers since the inception of the 
board of $1,093,090.80. 

During the period of April 1, 1921—March 31, 1923, the saving in this 
respect totalled $282,756.74. 

In addition to the savings effected on the purchase of their farm requirements 
soldier settlers are granted a special rate of one cent a mile on the railways in 
locating their land and taking their families to their destination. This means in 
the aggregate a large sum saved to soldier settlers. 


HOME BRANCH 


-The staff of the Home Branch consists of a director at head office and ten 
district directors, all of whom have home economics training combined with a 
thorough knowledge of rural life and conditions incidental to pioneering. The 
field work undertaken by this branch includes visits to settlers’ homes to 
ascertain the assistance required and to give practical advice and encourage- 
ment; courses of instruction—lectures and demonstrations in sewing and remodel- 
ling of garments, preservation of food, home nursing, care of children, choice 
and preparation of meals and such revenue-producing branches of farm work 
‘as poultry raising, gardening, dairying, ete. 

During the fiscal year 1922-23, seventeen courses of one week’s duration 
and forty-two one- day courses were conducted, with a total attendance of 1,225. 
There is evidence that the women make practical application of the instruction 
given in the home, at short courses and in the literature distributed. The 
settler’ s wife is also put in touch with such sources of information as womens’ 
organizations, church organizations, etc., in her own locality and with Experi- 
mental Farms, Forestry Farms, Extension Departmenvs, Provincial and 
Dominion Departments of Health, Provincial and Dominion Departments of 
Agriculture and other agencies. 
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FIRE INSURANCE 


Insurance policies assigned to the board as security amount to the sum 
of $26,990,987.21, of which $22,105,927.46 is written with tariff companies. 
The items covered are:— 


Tariff Companies— 


Buildings: oe. MPR AACE Riese Crea ene been $19,399,620 47 
Stock:and equipment. o... ca oe sc; ase ae De ee ee eee 2,121,518 24 
Hovisehold effects,.6. 05... 20 neem oe ee ae eee 425,994 75 
Barm produces. .cs0 cee ekai eee one eee ae ee eee 158,794 00 


$ 22,105,927 46 


Mutual Companies. .— 


Buildings 25.5 ete ncre aah aioe iia ee eRe eae $ 3,617,518 00 
Stock and: equipment..s,55.. ance eee 972,132 25 
Householdefiects. 2... scan seek, aoe See een: 214,255 00 
Farin ProdueGans coerce ea oe ee recente 81,154 50 


$ 4,885,059 75 


a 


The cost of the insurance in the tariff companies is $405,266.81. In the 
mutual companies the insurance is on the premium note basis and may cost 
$107,221.60, on which the settler would probably be assessed 55 per cent. The 
total cost of this insurance would, therefore, amount to $458,877.61. This cost 
is borne by. the settler. - | 

In placing this insurance the settler is permitted a choice of companies, 
the board reserving the right to reject any policy in any company whose financial 
stability is considered unsatisfactory. Where the settler fails to provide a 
policy, the board places the insurance with the local agents. 


Fire Losses 


Since the inception of the board to March 31, 1923, the following amounts 
have been recovered from fire insurance policies:— 


Onvbuildincseess se SEER OR Tc tits Eee nine eee. ee $. 372,730 36 
Onustockancdvequipmmenberc 404 an score crt eee eta eee een 44,223 27 
Onvhouseholdtettectserra. =< 2% ves castotte she latin cee er i ee 22,368 73 


Ongar mtprodu Gecayemea a an oe 20 ao ocv erste aera eee ee een a nr 15,990 24 


$ 475,312 60 
The fire losses recovered for the fiscal year ending March 31, 1923, amounted 
to $223,818.29, distributed as follows:— 


Buildings ccc ts Sire cette els ot oe Ce ee Es. $ 182,206 81 
Stock andkequipmientsa paca ac 6 eee eee SA ae 26,262 27 
FLOUSEHOId 6 fleCts a a.85 accom aces 5. ce Ue re ee ee! 9,957 38 
ATI PTO CLC ss overs Aerator ee erate ge Se ce one 5,391 83 


$ 223,818 29 


Losses for this period were greatly increased by reason of the prevalence 
of forest fires in northern Ontario, which accounted for approximately 25 per 
cent of the losses for the year. 

In furthering the work of the Federal Superintendent of Insurance towards 
lessening the continued yearly destruction of property field supervisors of the 
Soldier Settlement Board are urged to emphasize to soldier settlers that every 
possible effort shouldbe made-to-prevent fires, whether adequate insurance is 
carried or not. . . 
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AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND CROP PRODUCTION 


In the regular course of supervision of settlers’ operations, it was possible 
during the year to gather considerable data relating to agricultural development 
and crop production. The records obtained are based on a survey of conditions 
and results on 18,216 farms, and averages may be accepted as representing 
fairly correctly the situation as applied to the sum total of soldier settlement. 

The total area of the farms from which these records were obtained is 
3,429,009 acres; of this 1,270,848 acres were under cultivation in 1922. In 
addition to the board land, however, a certain percentage of settlers have rented 
and privately owned land, the cultivated area of which was 181,161 acres. The 
grand total of land cultivated by soldier settlers in 1922 was, therefore, 1,452,009 
acres. 


New Land under Cultivation 


The new land brought under cultivation during the year averaged, for 
the Dominion, 6-73 acres per settler. Since there is very little new land to be 
broken up in the older settlements of the Maritime Provinces, Quebec, Ontario 
and British Columbia, the bulk of the development work of this nature was 
accomplished in the Prairie Provinces. Settlers in 1922 averaged 6-06 acres 
in Manitoba, 11-36 acres in Saskatchewan, and 8-49 acres in Alberta. Soldier 
settlers with loans have broken up all told, since the inception of the board, 
460,810 acres. Allowing that settlers on homesteads and soldier grants, without 
loans, have broken average acreages the equivalent to settlers with loans, the 
grand total of new breaking by soldier settlers, since the inception of the board, 
amounts to 638,687 acres, made up by provinces as follows:— 


Acres 
British Columb tae sects oe ess ae enor ee oe a ct rant ee 12,604 
De oven cits DAA ey OA EOE Mth ean BS TEL a Re eet, Saat AOE ctr Meet nl pmcny ey Ae 231,185 
Sasiaiichewanren ce vei: 4 Seine oie toe oat eens te ene cee 284, 383 
ANUS shi Oat: Rach teen cA nee Re an oer AR in Us vegi RO ioe eta 105, 640 
OntATIOU eee ae eae Remar en onc ete ie ae 2 Loe 
QUEBEC ee eke en ote Be RACE ee enh ae os Pc aspire gt eens 888 
IN ee Bruns we ect eae sete esate ere es nore em mn ae trees een 685 
ING Vide SCOUT ER tr eet Hee ere eS caren Ch omere tee wees 406 
IPTINCOMCC Wala SIAN cnt acere sascha era ae a ree ee 114 


The records disclose that a further 344,020 acres are fit for breaking without 
any great amount of clearing in preparation therefor, and that an additional 
939,345 acres may reasonably be cleared and eventually made suitable for 
cultivation. we 


Mixed Farming and Stock Raising 


In its efforts to promote the success of settlers, the board has always kept 
in mind the cardinal necessity of farming in such a manner as to maintain a 
permanent system of agriculture. Mixed farming and stock raising have, 
therefore, been consistently recommended, and it is satisfactory to report that 
the great majority of our settlers recognize the hazard involved in a one-crop 
system of farming, that they are gradually increasing and improving their 
revenue-producing live stock and poultry, and receiving as a consequence returns 
from several sources rather than from a single crop or product. 

The computed value of field, orchard and garden crops produced in 1922 
was $15,966,202; the value of the live stock im possession of settlers was 
$13 398,397. a7 
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Contribution to Canada’s Progress 


Tables showing the diversity of crops grown and value of each during the 
crop season of 1922 are given in the statistical chapter of this report. They 
indicate the extent of the contribution which the settlement of returned soldiers 
on the land is making to the total of agricultural production and development. 
As has been shown in a previous report the revenues of the railways alone, not 
to speak of the commercial and industrial organizations of the country, will be 
greatly increased by the activities of more than 25,000 agricultural producers 
who but for the soldier settlement scheme would have passed into other vocations 
on their return from overseas. 
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PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY INTO AGRICULTURAL 
| CONDITIONS | 


, 


On March 30, 1922, a Special Committee of the House of Commons was 
appointed, with Mr. Herbert Marler, M.P., as chairman,— 


“to consider questions relating to the pensions, insurance and re- 
establishment of returned soldiers, and any amendments to the existing 
laws in relation thereto which may be proposed or considered necessary 
by the committee.” 


When the Soldier Settlement Act came into force and during the time that 
the bulk of the returned men went on the land agriculture was in a flourishing 
condition and high prices for agricultural products as well as for commodities’ 
which settlers had to buy prevailed. Unfortunately, however, since the fall of 
1921 agriculture, not only-in Canada but throughout the world has suffered a 
severe check, while at the same time the prices of many industrial products 
have been maintained at their former high levels, or at any rate have not 
declined in the same proportion. The economic depression in agriculture bore 
particularly on the men placed on the land under this scheme because they 
were in debt almost to the full extent of the property they held and were called 
upon to make interest payments and to repay a portion of the principal. A 
demand was voiced on the part of the alliance of returned soldier bodies for an 
investigation, and evidence was submitted to the committee. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE 


The report of the committee was submitted to Parliament on June 17 by . 
Mr. Marler. The summary of evidence and recommendations of the Committee 
follow:— 


It was represented to the committee in the evidence adduced that the 
settlers had bought their land, stock and equipment at peak prices, there being 
a depreciation in the land, stock and equipment, and were faced with the inability 
to market their produce, consequently-some adjustment was necessary to enable 
- them successfully to meet their obligations to the Government and ensure the 
success of the scheme. 

It would appear that owing to the-general economic depression which has 
been particularly severe in the agricultural industry, there has been a general 
deflation in the value of farm land, farm stock and farm equipment over the 
whole of Canada. 

It would also appear that the situation in agriculture which was so difficult 
for experienced farmers to cope with presented even greater difficulties to the 
soldier settler who having been established on land recently was required to 
mect heavy payments each year. . 

The committee, however, cannot, nor does it believe anyone can arrive at 
a proper decision by stating in exact terms the extent of the deflation above 
referred to. It is only possible to estimate the same in general terms. 

It was generally shown that the Soldier Settlement Board was exceedingly 
efficient in supplying stock and-equipment, and in fact the land.also to settlers , 
at exceedingly moderate figures. In fact, as regards the lands ‘so supplied, 
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certain which have fallen back into the hands of the board have been sold at 
a greater price than was paid by the board therefor. 

It is, of course, to be noted that the soldier is obliged to put up 10 per cent 
of the value of the land purchased except in very exceptional cases for particular 
reasons. Where resales were made in. which sales were included stock and 
equipment, and where the result of the sale was greater than the debit standing 

against the soldicr the refund is returnable to the soldier. 
. Evidence has certainly been submitted showing that the average price paid 
by the board for soldiers’ live stock, although moderate at the time of purchase 
would, in view of the present prevailing prices be higher than would be paid 
for the same live stock and equipment now. 


_ Suggested Measures of Relief 


On behalf of the soldier settler a demand was Tade on the committee 
that there should be the following measures of relief taken to meet the situation 
of such soldier settler, namely :— 


1. A revaluation of the land. 
2. A revaluation of stock and equipment. 
- 38. Exemption of interest for a period of years. 
' 4, A reduction in the rate of interest. 
5. An extension of time for the redemption of stock and equipment, loans. 


The situation. as regards soldier settlers clearly requires to be approached 
from two viewpoints—the first is that the State has involved a very large amount 
of public funds which can only be repaid by keeping the settler on the land 
and by encouraging him in every reasonable manner, because it is manifest if the 
soldier settler leaves the land the State will certainly suffer serious loss, 
particularly as regards the stock and equipment loans, and—the second is that 
it is greatly in the interests of the State to have new land opened up, and even 
improved or partly improved land developed agriculturally. 

It may be noted that soldier settlers have brought under cultivation 600,000 
acres of land hitherto raw and unproductive and have thereby performed 
a work of development of considerable proportions. 

The committee believes, however, that when the question of revaluation 
of the land is considered the difficulties are almost insurmountable and at the 
same time almost impossible to arrive at equitable conclusions. 

t 


Payments Too Heavy 


The committee, however, does feel that some measure of relief should be 
made, particularly considering that the payments now required to be met by 
the soldier settler are too heavy per annum to permit him to work the land 
with success. Recommendation is therefore made that the stock and equipment 
loans be placed on the same basis as the loans made for the purchase of the 
land itself—in other words, be repayable by twenty-five consecutive annual 
instalments with certain interest exemptions, in the following manner:— 


The basic date for consolidation is to be taken as of April 1, 1922, up to 
which date is to be consolidated all disbursements up to that date, and interest 
owing by the settler. On the sum so arrived at interest will be added at 5 per 
cent per annum to the next standard date (October 1 in Manitoba and west— 
November 1 east of Manitoba). Thus, on the next standard date the settler 
will owe the consolidated amount plus interest thereon from April 1, 1922, at 
..5 per cent per annum...” 
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‘Interest Exemption 


This amount so owed by the settler will be exempt as to interest as 
follows:— 
For 1919 settlers, to October 1, 1926. 
For 1920 settlers, to October 1, 1925. 
| For 1921 settlers, to October 1, 1924. 


It will be noted above that various exemptions are given and some brief 
explanation is perhaps necessary on account of the different periods of exemption 
so recommended to be accorded. 

The 1919 exemption is made four years from October 1, 1922, because it was 
felt that the 1919 settlers had already gone through, as a rule, two poor years and 
had paid also, as a rule, higher prices for their stock and equipment than those 
settlers in later years. It was also considered, seeing that the consolidation date 
was made October 1, 1922, that the earlier settlers being charged interest to 
such date, had really less use or advantage of the advances made than those in 
later years. The same argument applies but in a lesser degree as regards 1920 
_and 1921 settlers, and hence their exemption is made less in proportion. 

Excluding this exempted interest, the amount arrived at will, from the 
exempted interest dates as the case may be, bear interest at 5 per cent per 
annum, and be amortized and divided into twenty-five payments, of which the 
‘first one, two or three will nct include any interest and the remainder will. The 
first of these twenty-five instalments will fall due on the next standard date 
after April 1, 1922. 

This arrangement only applies to disbursements made up to April 1, 1922— 
disbursements made after that date will carry no exemption advantage, but will 
be payable in 25 annual instalments with interest amortized. 


1922 AMENDMENTS TO SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ACT 


The Act as amended by Parliament in the session of 1922 has two main 
provisions :— 


Extension of Time 


1. Extension of time for repayment of loans. Under the amendment the 
Soldier Settlement Board may grant relief to settlers who are already on the land 
_ by changing the terms of repayment of their loans so that they will have twenty- 
five years within which to repay the indebtedness incurred prior to April 1, 
1922. This applies to settlers who were established prior to October, 1921. All 
debts incurred prior to April 1, 1922, will be consolidated and interest will be 
added to the first standard date which is October 1, 1922. 


Interest Exemption 


If the settler was established before October 1, 1919, he will receive four 
years’ exemption from interest. On October 1, 1922, he will be required to pay one 
twenty-fifth of his consolidated debts without interest and in the three succeed- 
ing years he will make the same payment, after which interest is added and his 
consolidated payments of principal and interest will continue during the remainder 
of the twenty-five year period. _ 

The following example may be cited: 

“A Settler established on April 1, 1919, obtaining a loan of $5,000 
for land purchase, stock and equipment and permanent improvements. 
Payment due under the old plan on October 1,,1922,.$667.49. Under 
the amendment, this payment was reduced to $232.40, and the remainder 
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of instalments will be approximately in the same amount. This great 
reduction was caused by the extension of stock and equipment loan of 
four annual instalments to twenty-five annual instalments, and by interest 
exemption of four years.” 


Stock and Equipment Loan 


2. The second feature of the amendment provided for an extension of the 
time for repaying loans for stock and equipment. The Act of 1919 provided for 
the repayment of these loans in four years in the case of improved lands and 
six years in the case of raw lands. It is now provided that stock and equipment 
loans are repayable in twenty-five equal annual instalments as in the case of 
land purchase and improvements. Under the original Act of 1917 loans for 
stock and equipment and building material on Dominion lands and first mort- 
gages were all on a twenty-year term, which was a much more appropriate and 
reasonable provision. Considering the fact ithat settlers who are already 
established are to get twenty-five years from the date of consolidation within 
which to repay their loans and that in their case stock and equipment advances 
-- will be repayable on the same terms as land purchase and ordinary loans, it is 
considered only equitable that settlers securing advances for stock and equip- 


ment in future should be given a similar privilege. ~ 


- Minor Provisions 


There are other minor provisions in the new Act. Under the old law in the 
ease of a settler who made default in performance of his settlement duties the 
land and other property were resold by the board and the surplus must be 
refunded to tke settler. Cases arise where the settler is not entitled to such 
refund, such as a man who refused to take up residence on the land and drops 
his application. In many cases the land acquired by the board for the settler 
had been bought below the market price and on resale a considerable profit has 
been realized. It is considered, if such a settler is not entitled to this surplus, 
that it should go to the Crown and become a part of a fund which may in future 
be used to-assist in dealing with special cases. 

Again, under the Act of 1919 a settler holding entry on patented Dominion 
lands, when foreclosed, was not entitled to receive any surplus whatever over 
his indebtedness to the board. In many cases the defaulting settler has com- 
pleted all the requirements for obtaining patent and had he applied for a 
loan after obtaining patent he would have been eligible for refund 
of the surplus; but having applied for a loan’ before patent was not 
permitted to obtain patent until his indebtedness to the board was repaid. 
Thus he was prevented from negotiating a sale of the land. The amended Act 
remedies this situation and enables the board to make a refund to the settler 
where he has completed his duties and in some instances even if he has not 
completed his duties the board may make a partial refund to him from the 
surplus realized provided he has made substantial improvements on the land by 
which the board has been enabled to sell at an advanced price. If the settler 
is not entitled to surplus it will become part of the Assurance Fund which may 
be used to assist in dealing with special cases. | 

A further amendment provides that an official who in his appraisal report 
furnishes wrong information as to the actual selling value of the land which the 
board wishes to purchase or its character or suitability for soldier settlement 
will be liable to a heavy penalty. ¢: 
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STATISTICAL STATEMENTS 


Crop PropuctTion 


The following figures relate to the production of live stock and ficld crops 
by |18,216 soldier settlers only, on whose farms it was possible to collect data of 
this nature in the ordinary course of supervision. 


VALUE OF FIELD CROPS AND LIVE STOCK, 1922, BY PROVINCES 


; Value of Value of 

Province. Crops “| Livestock held 

produced by Settlers 

. $5 > cts. 3 ~ cts: 
GIS N@ OLUMMD1A a2 si ale Stale bn ateate ments 4 BOIKE Me Roo eRe OUR eneGOaad bee 2,092,079 51 1,362,207 00 
PRIDOTUS. «<cie. 2. «ote RNa ANA cra teste am Meare chabiskavn: Craters Se Tatba re ove ete Srayele Avatar ae oh 2,900,545 86 4,020,998 30 
SS (-GLVERIEDTAG ol oe ck a eR OA itera Peary icc es ae 7h ee 6,002,413 08 3,957,903 40 
Manitoba.......... So ses ee ORANGE EAE Fae ae area eal Steer Mb ott oe 2,678,078 98 2,112,272 00 
ERE TI CVT ss Pra PT heya fa NI Gie Siig a Bal wee hsa SER cvelana b Maines he k eats 1,187,052 41 1,104,187 00 
Rec ors MN Piers PAD Ceol ce Ll Sie Gf edinie nists ails sails Shee meiera eae peas aad 245,599 19 235,233 20 
iNew brunswick:..5.......2 Eee es Chae tee tay nthe k | abaihen Oxitan eet tx YORE Y, 359,701 60 Se 252, S20000 
ROE SCO LIAM Fre enh tA OM nee SS anes Spl etree Seen 368,480 92 225,105 50 
MMII EOMING TTC Slane ee ica k ond bach cert a5 oe Pik, ain so eae eee ee 132,251 12 127,648 00 
SUS) CTO. ls eS IL oo a ee Pe ce 15,966,202 671 13,398,397 40 


; DIVERSITY OF CROPS 
The diversity of crops grown is indicated in the following table:— 


Crop. Total Value 
: $ cts. 
er a ence See PED Pea eat = ne edie Simons ~ 6,349,296 71 
nat eR oe rep gs a CEL AL A orn Boa ak eeer dln cvcic errata ae way 5 Sidinaiere Se ee a Te CaS Ses Bee CG ae 2,145,009 82 
DATE Fs o ptenz ie & pl Me Ne FIDE Crs ae Es eet ON EO IOI RRMA ES IIE ey ea I CIR PER aa 521,752 00 
ive..?..... LENE TIRE SORES Ph ian watielos Wai tea each siglic ph tarred rl a 182,545 07 
OMlax..... 0... ie i, See nts eee Nate Oe ah rh eeneee a Ae eS 183,736 48 
RE ec ST a int Sayed reroll ati PATO ent Sc Maes, cooper wits eae 20,529 12 
ENCED CENSOR I ie cathe haere bs Aelnatasteeet Fe oc atte ees ole sera epee ate lacs MiNi eia rar wis tees 297 60 
Buckwheat........ RE eM Reipn  at ARCS ay enone EIDE A ek AE Dato ey Galnie Gin otra coths 39,914 39 
ee ah oe a re Nee Sea vddeties ye senh Ts oho oth ape taker me A mest sy ee 71,886 61 
cya Geee ly nen o oleetasdeei ead Sc CIC ER ORL Gone le tte Otani INC Geren ec ine: Snes Pirie 946,363 57 
MER ic ent ayy atte 0 SE baer t seed. Fs oa et ASMA at Sincy aan 3, 137,069 50 
Meietrana clover SCOd meecs mee case na 2 ste s waieisiessle salem stots BON re es ye Can ee A oe age 11,850 06 
nap (GnENE), cceenndan CGI AN Bet OU 0 oo DR ORSON JS cMUnEC aemne Oe no anonocunien nan cAcr aes: 31,857 41 
EEO TIC OTE ee Po ae ER IS OSS ico de heed e Siad bres wine ea eeine ees hammers SN pone 224,737 80 
PEO W ETSY cs occ oes keer ers goad es ee Wis ot oneal Matas alee mttacia oe Seer ee ae 30,720 15 
“hinge aire amnavezo) tee kad Ob pao Baan eneeee ouaer Skee aacer mac daechcreacosarondso 312,519 46 
NE ic ree aso NC Ne ne ar a hea ig, « Wine Fidel mele tie Le res es See Ne oe a 559,379 42 
BNOMATOCS...6...2.5.le08- Pee Geen Ac ORR ea eat ede eee neti Nine Sag ato ES = ba eo ee 112,522 48 
MMEmeIeTICOIN Deas, DEANS cone oe new cist owiehe whan «.c/cicrel os re nictnce ef tare eberefes tunis 21 - ohn sie|~iss0 sins 38,826 61 
a trasT OE een NN en Nore eee ode MADE And tone aie ise eta os ie ee metaae als ieeicl ante 49,770 00 
arr Tee a) ates APN Chen Si easiee Pe Notts a oss Shy ateiameile seein sees 3,012 00 
—ohauy Weed gh Be pee aes coe be ceee ona e Geeinaembectaec eeiecGacnndanerencehuorcns sgckon 151,565 67 
SSE PRE) aaa. Bt SR eee ey a yg I a go aga SP Pale da eae 7,314 08 
BEEPS ADCO: a exe erstin eierodal sd 2 minke'e an sielalat siete ofoten eles shnoie\si nis ale'sln a vieinoieiam a) riei> es eet 610,900 45 
NE ETS, Solin cinjcss/ors:s Gioisiayersle, dare seheieie evece, Save Peed wpa ronan hte re RENIN, rh Met RCR RNC ic tae Tah Vacs Gyo22751 
oi chasse) Gyaaleay Si is Guna ose Se GRE AR Seis poe eb sp son clbieige oe nimmoGranekne na > Dor ceoctaccr 41,168 10 
oon) CVG [OM Ge) 6 Reyes Ue hiekis RNa me orice arg gobs Lociin i doAGAc nC AGcda. Mosc mon re 7;779 00 
Sr rsice aed TY an Ge Sah A Seats g Be GS simcieaic <idasieiste peers Semen arr Saat: 12,260 16 
| SUEDE pegeene cumple nord c nO Nee BOE REID COE C RR RHTOG Steet Mie aecnnr a aBr Dan mbcune ice acnraccr 17,315 16 
oo) CHiN LE STS 2 og Sao Sees bbe de ele wea iver nai Are Aca cca irate a ctr caer 131,340 98 
Sweet pea seed........ BS ear keer) 2) gu nro Soe op aN a ea Pas ce eo Se Se 832 50 
nice HOSP SESE Se ieee! ha RR ee ae anne nar acy cece ee eee 4,200 00 
erties iene Lite Fe As PAE LE See nd ISIE etd Sie ler died aloreler oensicte tv NG Beerthetol, soaerele's 22 80 
erate eee er 22 crelelaheletals lata ci astarqereitala si sieteiele 6's sie-n:2 Bis re ESOP aS oR CHIT I 400 00 
TE I ee cP res wining evel oy nia af Stel cian Seo AN ORE. Samael (o/0)'3'= a Le aor Apatite 250 00 
AT cas ik ba boc vine cae os aouts Gelato elds ent peas wine oie woe eye Ges SRE e re 735 00 
TPO tal fon secon ooitw ele cue nah cree Nee wee o tele een erekors oe ar se gee eae en 15,966,202 67 
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ANALYSIS OF LIVE STOCK HELD BY SETTLERS, 1922 


Number 
Class of Live stock held Total value 
: 1922 

$ ‘cts. 

Worksthorses. co.cc orcs sr aivrels maleters plete w metaahaere starernitiars terene Bvaiitafate era eiw Ma iake we 64,224 | 6,651,990 00 
Drivers and young horses............ secede eee c cence teen eee cence reece ees 13,370 567,850 00 
Miles Oh wrcecd io Spe larn diese See & Srenateretng arnt a ofet won mariana talent eine: ay aiale ielotans 7A 20,020 00 
WER CH: COWS. «ck iSicecs-clece a eeieiesovers nig oraleterbre (otar enol orn ater lg ft lelelet clad cites ela renaeenerekeascoe 63,717 | 2,791,381 00 
Cittier caklOre. 2c dcteasiv os can oesacps sulearsle whee eee ne aes nee 88,949 | 1,556,125 50 
Brood SOWS seen idee cn a bee koe slaialn o.viesicldaeratels ose thetdre loreal ela oinlcuel were clei: aie =tare siais 13,732 348,960 00 
Other pigs coc coe ce ee cele ee co siejsjn ce min elope mipin si cislslesieseyateirie = iricicieicieie\s) aie erase aise 32,375 624,573 50 
SHC Sp cy tern ee eats vee tlafaics oe eselas aieletarelgig Siacaiawinralelm ain cfole oleh taints afer sisieLalers 11,225 80,124 00 
(a es ee Rr ie eRe Omri: Tren uC DOCG GL 108 1,559 00 
Bees Hives). snc cnc coe oc ceit o nn cle eye eicie loioe ep slaterolartoiciala wig: nudivieloielaimiere weir elnieis/e)s 331 4,328 00 
HICK ens. ic Se vce meh ors Seaeuerar eatonarausne lata opel ecetevele heya rolaial tra: me a ol Laferaxeralerekeiat ence 807,491 720,843 40 
Other poultry. co. sec sec aces crises oc te ve Beleciee oy miclanifaeclels Hele serena = eneicsieie cit tira croiian te 14,498 00 
Miscellaneous omc cn cis 2 verte on cee eee ere ola sbintes by eter slaseatetenPaTaiake sissaleloieia-a.ato ate (o'e patete sar iatetel a etcap 16,075 00 
Maciel ee ed Sy el PB oe Arete Cit CCL ee Cor © Ton me ceric nce cus 13,398,397 40 


FARM GARDENS AND DAIRY STOCK 


The production of all possible foods for home consumption and the conse- 
quent keeping of store bills to a minimum is an important factor bearing on 
the progress of the beginner. Recognizing this, the board has exerted every 
influence on settlers no matter where located to maintain good gardens, keep 
milch cows and hogs and develop profitable flocks of poultry. The following 
table is of interest in this connection:— 


Percentage of Settlers who had— 


Province 
Farm Milch 
garden cows Swine Poultry 
1 Sheth lath Qe) oan gl] ON EVs si cee eras, is Gol CERRO Cee ec re OR 78-1 66-7 40-2 75-0 
DAs eee eee gic ie es cas Se Tee UN aad orca arate lagaideteets alte tale 76:5 80-9 57-1 75°3 
a cha CONE WiAllne Lae eran SeeneEe am crcioie crcjolaron ete Mon isiainisa mente 83-9 77°3 58-3 76-9 
IVE San GO DS ere es ate eater ea Ve foc tonee = ctormia eialoka ciel ckaiec/arten a auede 81-9 81-3 66-1 77-8 
OTTO ae ee ae ere ce Tete erie tid ean Rae earn ec See 88-4 90-3 71-5 88-4 
Quehech.- + ees scenes Hebe AI ee OE EOE 87-0 92-3 78-5 88-7 
ING Wa LUNS WIC Werehiacceie tetera nertan cnn davcls aa eiae reer 2 76-9 91-0 79-8 88-5 
INO VAR SCO LLY eo arete a ae aie stare eiets teeter oaias Gin or sibel felanci sl vlate ieietecayere™ 92-3 93-3 75-9 84-1 
Prince Ma wardelsland. anise. s ceeseneaa meus: is Sie eee 51-2 90-0 64-6 80-0 
DOMINION. «23 /Ass secstleetre oe ciate ree ters 80-8 79-5 72-4 77-8 


—— | 


Dimi. er 


Tota, SETTLEMENT UNDER THE ACT 


: District and Province 


WERCOUVED 6 occccc oss 
VGC Ae ee eee 


Calgary........ Bi wes eis 
BHGMONtOD. . 5... ets sa 


Regia ss: eee tes 


Saskatchewan.... 


COSCO OE ae 
UCC CN cs. a sce 
New Brunswick........ 
Nova scotia......c.... 


ie i i ae a ry 


ee ae ar 


i i a a ers 


i ee a 


erinee Hidward Island.........2..0cace:- 


Maritime Provinces.... 


Dominion Totals 


Total 
established 
Total Total Total on Toalt 
applica- number number Soldier settlement 
tions qualified granted Grant under 
to date to date a Loan Entries the Aet 
without 
Loan 
10,088 5, 266 2,112 114 2,226 
968 495 E125 115 1,240 
11,056 5,761 SET 229 3,466 
7,290 5,892 2,829 443 3,272 
7.766 6,562 3,782 1,982 5,764 
15,056 12,454 6,611 2,425 9,036 
7,002 yar ly 2,060 640 2,700 
5,534 4,137 2,075 352 2,427 
2,348 1,804 1,504 1,481 2,985 
14, 884 11,658 5,639 2,473 8,112 
9,879 8,066 3,497 1,231 4,728 
8,079 4,709 1,7 eee 1,771 
2,809 so Lets AGH ees eee ee 461 
1,888 iL aters GS4n lB one: 634 
1,746 1,065 AS UN eos 431 
719 539 Yell aay Pence he 345 
4,353 2,962 40: Ne eae 1,410 
66,116 | 46, 943 22,626 6, 358 28,98 .- 
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TRAINING OF PROSPECTIVE SETTLERS 


Amount of 
. Number Pay and 
Applicants Number | Allowance 
who Number | Completed | Number who issued to 
District and Province were recom-| now or dis- who have been | Applicants 
; mended in continued | Qualified grante in 
for Training | Training after a Loan Training 
Training Training after since 
Training inception 
of Board 
ee 
$ cts: 
Vancouver.....--.eeeeeeeeeees 166 36,470 47 
1 (oa fo teeta meer or comaComnnr 90 10,211 85 
British Columbia....... 256 46,682 32 
Calgary.......00sceeeeeeeeeee 25 11,526 69 
Edmonton......0+.-+++++s209" ; 164 26,659 09 
es oe 
‘Alberta-2- a. scnee eee =) 189 38,185 78 
Reginaasce.- ieee err : 44 11,221 26) 
Saskatoon s.s- csc seers : 2 92 7,259 74 
Prince Alberts.s..-2e05 esr 27 rea) 1,609 59 
Saskatchewan.......-.- 155 20,080 59 
Manito bairinec scorer 32 18,963 OL 
OntariOn aos ses ee Cees Sa: ; sie 95 71,746 08 
Quebec seeeede secre : 217 15,963 88 
New Brunswick......-----++- : 20 4,074 20 
INGA Rlea nth Aaomenegercaccabe : 23 7,573 76 
Princes Edward Island.;.c-|2 > 7 SEW" Veo Ee Ge 2 ae ee 1,610 14 
Maritime Provinces........--. . 43 13,258 15 
A S| Le eee eee 
Dominion Totals....... 797 | 224,889 81 


__ $$$" 


50-8 per cent of applicants who took training and qualified have been granted a Loan. 
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Gross Loans To SETTLERS 


Removal of Stock 
aa! ; encumbrances ; and 
District and Province Land on Permanent | equipment. Total 
: purchase Soldier improvements Special Gross Loans 
as . Settlers’ advances, 
Land etc. 

Suencts: $ cts. Suanctss $)2cts; $ z cts. 

DANCOUVECL coe coi te ae tec ates s 5,727,080 15 251,660 93} 1,152,348 96] 2,067,071 58} 9,198,161 62 
BePEnON essa coe cite tases 2,991,242 39 190,577 48 699,320 49 948,264 35} 4,829,404 71 
British Columbia....... 8,718,322 54 442,238 41] 1,851,669 45) 3,015,335 93] 14,027,566 33 
Malgvary.o.5...-20 +. Sdcboboceics 8,343, 302 98 368,584 83) 1,273,016 04] 3,919,267 69] 13,904,171 54 
BachrnontOny seers 5+. e cal os 6,763,163 91 340,109 02] 1,183,490 28 4,606,651 97] 12,893,415 18 
PA DeLtaee ces nae ccs cee: 15,106,466 89}. 708,693 85] 2,456,506 32] 8,525,919 66] 26,797,586 72 
GGA esac cee noes «6 ee 5,886,045 17}. 262,059 72 886,805 73] 2,543,039 18] 9,577,949 80 
Bae EALOOM SEs cont coe decae ccs 5, 228,820 85 297,251 75 933,406 60) 2,686,297 91) 9,145,777 11 
Prince Albert SHES Hee ELS 2,330,439 48 80,649 98 584,516 08}. 1,801,552 02} 4,797,157 56 
Saskatchewan oA Sasaki 13,445,305 50 639,961 45] 2,404,728 41] 7,030,889 11} 23,520,884 47 
CLIO) CDs oe 8,774,668 70 138,025 83] 2,084,144 73] 4,721.774 24] 15,718,613 507 
| MERTNO yd ote Bee ae eee 5,744,905 15 133,821 32 225,666 82) 1,625,128 28) 7,729,521 57 
-. DGISX ORS SS, A 1,484,995 66 21,051 61 61,105 18 640,913 61] 2,208,066 06 
Maritime Provinces......:.... 3,079,820 58 125,844 22 115,020 76] 1,029,752 92| 4,350,438 48 
Dominion Totals........ 56,354,485 02! 2,209,636 69} 9,198,841 67) 26,589,713 75] 94,352,677 13 

Salesitovindians.we. se oh aoe mee ee ae ee es $ 380,870 46 
PLOGAMP TOSS Si lOS ties os aie ccetearcie croiotiin. ore cote ele Sait aetesale, tab tek one 94,733,547 59 
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SAVINGS ; 


Effected by the Board in Purchase of Properties and Equipment from Inception } 
to March 31, 1923 


ee — — eee ss eee aaa 


Savings ; 
effected in the © 
purchase 
Savings of properties 
effected on for Settlers 
District and Province purchase of (being 
: ‘ stock the difference 
and between 
equipment price asked 
by the vendor 
and price 
actually paid 
pl one wens tS 
$ cts. S$ cts@ 
Vancouver concen see foe tas oo not a owas aasiwoaing wan S.cnp saent naa 82,538 15 286,634 00 
\frar(oy he wea ORO e aU by eacnnioorc oe CCR GLA Geetsteedersl ted \geaw eens 12,033 99 120,416 00 
eae - _—$—$—$——$—$—$— ————— 
British Columbia..........0+-Feecceresersrets Beene eee Tacks 94,572 14 407,050 00 
@algarycs eaters se asses eee amr Pee Ea Ie a acalslas saver ern tis ete meicidia nee Be 192,908 89 764,895 26 
Wc TON COD. Gee toe ee ae else aritctegsiero ee taimanerena nea y Uipreteheeteterke 163,710 24 1,394, 657 45 
Mr Alberta ss cis een Ag apeeisbid eatiompaley yghis “356,619 13 | 2,159,552 7 
3 ; R 
Regina ee vieeeascae eters NA) Ndi S Ghia Maca arttee erel aes aes 151,576 34 344,526 00 
SaskatoGniec- ssa ines Se hte Seer eee mae cre a 129,328 79 328,171 70 
Ae | ee a eee nh gig CAP Mere en a Pon ENS ot La 84,249 90 126,446 97 
IE UTR cs mec RT on are RR eM Cerna Sey Pe 365,155 03 799,144 
Maniiobar «eat eee SAK PPO NNO EE Ce AES 1 999,866 21 | 527,829 
(Oy CNAs Rene ee OS nn en ooc Po dhic COOP OC Ot au Ron Rete OCDE TCO OS ” 30,285 76 109,408 
AY lose sanadredionencdcck Mnocce Ce CRCC orn Diibys Eee MARS =1F AL 2 Ml le ene hele aye 2,303 13 59,613 
TN aL BST Ge) oan Cues os Ge an OAD Area CUO eigiCPiCi TOGO TY AACE 5,241 05 46, 655 
ING VAS CO RTE ORC oe a rr niet EA Es isis Seok tnoi ney share cienal cia a 6,018 34 83, 666 
Prince: lid wand Island ss. aun eee ee eis ed ce ep wee e es Si ceeee 3,030 O01 51,838 O 
Ginn Gul Wonaiild sin paacad nance acane@namar Joop ecm omztc dc cob racares ac 14,289 40 182,149 
TD apeeat pron dole an ade oe bn coreon con Cmmuer ce L CRORE SLOG UC<oN 1,093,090 80 4,244, 746 


Acreage 
: é Average | occupied Total 
District and Province Privately acreage y acreage 
> Purchased] owned |Dominion| Total of Settlers 
Lands Lands Lands acreage | Settler’s | without 
farm Loans 

MBIBCOUVEr! i. 0 ef 94, 202 24,023 288) 118,513 56-1 27,360) 145,873 
SAT) hea ee ei eee 65,891 13,556 14,198 93, 645 83-2 27,600} 121,245 
British Columbia........ 160,093 37,579 14,486} 212,158 65-5 54,960} 267,118 
Calgary....... Js O aera Aree 427,711 51,742) 144,279] 623,732 220-5} 106,320} 730,052 
WEMONCONs 20s scees cess ees. 376,548 81,765} 355,473] 813,786 215-2] 475,680] 1,289,466 
EN GY g hes, Ors eat nee a 804,259} 133,507} 499,752] 1,437,518 217-4) 582,000} 2,019,518 
Regina on eGOGce edhe Ria eae 299, £04 63, 304 88,283] 451,091 219-0) 153,600} 604,691 
RSA TOON fs sure. Cote see 301,080 66, 026 50,437} - 417,543 201-2 84,480} 502,023 
Prince Albert... Pett eynicishe arerwe Site 139, 920 38, 996 188, 157 367,073 244-1) . 355,440 722,513 
Saskatchewan........... 740,504} 168,326} 326,877] 1,235,707 219-1) 593,520] 1,829,227 
Manitoba ks aya evecare oo ene eee 432,391 34,684; 223,492 690, 567 197-E} 295,440} 86,007 
URTEO: 2 ee ee err 155, 267 10) S40) Sarees 166, 114 93 Sinan. 166,114 
PUEDE CERES. oe ooo gen 49 203 3 0B4| coment pede. §2, 235 IQIBSRI RS Seen = BPA PB, 
New Brunswick.. a Neds 75, 66! 6,842 310 82,814 L306 eee 82,814 
OVA SCOUIA! 20sec ee on wetees 47,687 ArscAll ea eee ae £4,968 PAGS Set fh ae 54,968 
Prince Edward Island........ 25, 246 CEMA line al IS, Re 29,983 SOON te ne ee - 29,983 
Maritime Provinces.......... 148,594 18,861 310) 167,765 BO) en eee 167,765 
Dominion plOtalsmeues 2,490,307} 406,840] 1,064,917] 3,962,064 175-1} 1,525,920) 5,487,984 
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Torau ACREAGE 


Acreage Occupied by Settlers with Loans 


2,490,307 

406,840 
1,064,917 
1,525,920 


5,487, 984 
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Loans Repair IN FuLu 


NE — eee ET 


Repaid Repaid Total 

District and Province Loan by | Loan and repaid 

selling continued Loans 

Farm to Farm 

Wancouverin ceric cokes can coe aes se G Oe nen cleo etee wretee anteaters cts 56 44 100 
a een Le ene er PO oorr a naremr rs waticn neck ee 21 9 30 
British Colum bia...1.c.cceccnc sea cece ces cere eases oe otere ae Us 53 130 
TOSIGATY! icc 2 or dic Ma tawenns Ranges etanuse ses dtm ad ieemae deanna 10 50 60 
Womontones neocon ae nate elses hes weetcha lg, Tacha tata aie ere ner avetetctetese 26 55 81 
PAV Orta e eee ia aee ce ede Alissa we, aaron efor ote peeonsoyans tetera 36 105 141 
IREPING = so eeieiiae eon sates pte er Ar ation ieee er ric rnin or ic 19 26 
Sirakca Loon a. ee ae eee wera eine Sie anal a at Ree ale alas exer aianaseiema aS mies 10. 16 26 
Prince: Albertseedaecac seo ee ores outalses me siane> ned st ee eee Nee e 10 ee 27 
Saskatchewan........0..0eceece cee receeeaees Wiepeoore enue 27 _ 62 79 
Manitoba mics ee eine iste Sis Sola tte erases Saale erate oleracea ale etetatotn 27 20 47 
Om ETO tee ee ese ie Role Siclala lacks sith ee ctenet oi sires 63 32 95 
(Bite oss dap SAR bAbernocsormctc (abc cuecr pnObon car aL nto scCDKoT 6 4 10 
New Brunswick....... ppd ROE oe) SAREE eee ree ne emo noe ll me & 24 
ING VAI SCO tia eters te eset Seeerctccotel etre we ie, eee See a ae -10 14 24 
Prince Pa ward Lsland ssc sc. eclevewcecsaleraielors sete: seeps tar sraren olous ctatamiers 14 19 33 
MaritimesProvincese. ca cyvecals sinus cle tettielal sronetoes er orey srato) alot abe cle Minle dias ole 35 : 46 81 
Dominion Lotsls socom eecema ce sae ccs soil ete eee 271 312 583. 
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ESTATES AND FORECLOSURES 


Total Number | Number | Percentage 
ae : number fo) of of Settlers 
; District and Province of completed | pending with 
) adjustment cases cases Loans in 
cases adjustment 
ou Gel ae ee 340 152 | 188 16-1 
RCE ie ne ti aie Se cicis ok Se usisisine ea so 154 55 99 13-7 
IBTitisne Olum bid yer aces. eter cele rece ees 494 207 287 15-3 
gat i Ree ee a, 308 81 227 10-9 
EERO COMER Me rere nis cin died nis oe ieriasialels w deels ones a 689 132 557 18-2 
JUS Ue aig A 997 218 784 15-1 
| vB capes wb gcr oo CO seen RI ERO CDE CUE BEMnanernccers 226 64 162 11-0 
REMCMUL OGM MSC aCe oo stot mrcica oe Vote c clereis clave Siew sissies 222 41 181 10-7 
> ene JNIGETTR. an Sams BEG ESOS MCE Ree Sane 134 26 -108 8-9 
Saskatehewaner ce sic saliacrdesiseies tow eats 582 131 451 10°3 
IAL OLE ee ee oe eee e ee orto ete arias Siete ural als 624 128 496 17:8 
MATOS cess: sc < SUNT cet RR est hes eh ee a ated Paes 244 108 136 13°8 
Ouebec...2.:%-: Arecsies 8) NICO ae Sian CR A era RE a 135 82 53 29°3 
PRS TOMS WAC Koi os esr es woe sictin cae Be nisle les BER ce 102 46 56 16-1 
Nova Scotia.......... eee RAR Ate RES ore ata as 53 30 23 12°3 
MmCCPH chwandolsland 2-0 t ic cites cna ace cea aes elie 54 33 21 15:6 
Maritime Provinces......... De ea cg ioe Ac ee ee 209 109 100 14:8 
; Wommnionalotalse twee ce sacs lene os ero ets 3,285 978 2,307 14:5 
a ee 
SUMMARY 
Number of cases completely closed out, involving 973 parcels of land...........- 978 
S. rs pending cases where stock and equipment sold but land not sold..... 1,587 
by Ye where stock and equipment sold but documents not com- 
Ney Gai aes ae er roe BEA SCG she eon occ eer 140 
sf ee od land has been sold but stock and equipment not 7 
SOL te a ee ee rita be no mera ntite ce aets 
a . cs both land and stock and equipment are unsold.. 501 
Total number of adjustment cases.............0. 0 cee See etree eee ere eetee 3,285 
Of total settlers granted a loan 14-5 per cent have passed into adjustment. 
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Estates AND FORECLOSURES 
TOTAL LANDS RESOLD AND OFFERS ACCEPTED 


Number i 


District of Debit’ Credit Balance 
. units : 


$ cts: $7 cts: S$ cts 
Wan COn Vere rt oie co rer serra gata Ce athe eee -188 656,953 53 742,995 s4| Cr. 86, 04 


23 

VGINOT se ee as ae ai tos boas eres 61 - 219,441 25 242,091 12 | Cr. 22,649 8 
Gal rary ne eae alee aie renee ola ta ecettoree eae 109 425,426 21 483,326 17 | Cr. 57,899 9 
SHGUVIONI CON seers tectonic ioe ciate hearers men a 206 | 561,179 67 673,317 16 Cr. 112,137 4 
RGN Re ne eet ee east ieee orarore ehle siaioeet s utero avenn myers 95 336,461 04 393,826 46 Cr. 57,365 4 
ASIA COO ate coe ee eg, ore ne Rea re Ie chara ae 70 238,742 35 275,083 85 Cr. 36,3419 
IPrincovAlborts. ire. ace ee on ee te 43 77,658 19 111,050,39 | Cr. 33,392 2 
Manitoba......... Ef 2 rok lrg hg, 5 aE eee ie 158 591,358 34 620,879 39 | Cr. 29,521 0 
Ontanio seein ee Barn eS eee a. 139 479,053 25 517,002 81 | Cr. 37,940% 
(Qyy 7a ot fees aes BER elo CACO rience Mia eItIE comet ae 89 342,836 09 334,231 66 Dr. 8,604 4 
ING Ww. BrunswiCk ey. occ ct ote note alone ciate aerate 69 140,997 87 151,282 71 Cr. 10,2848 
ING Va SCOLIA tare ri eet tae cle teehee amen ace oo 83,592 88 92,239 72 | Cr. 8, 6468 
MaPrince Ld ward lslandan me calsatenat sete ie a 44 97,818 15 110,805 00 | Cr. 12,9868 
Be NVLATITIIMNG ie TOVEDCESc ore once a cee moa 148 222,408 90 354, 327 43 Cr. 31,918% 
2) Dominion: Lotalsss.ce a =e Sedge sind eee 1,306 _ |-4,251,518 82 | 4,748,132 28 | - Cr. 496,613 4 


Total:num ber parcels Of.land.. 2.5. cine a\e nae velo cols aricle at ere vee at 


: ; -1,306 
Costto the Board ateccah strates tates ace aie arene orate te reel eect oe ea $4, 251, 518 82 
Sl bbleay Nae ee oe ene een nien Cae ROor: DOL OuC e PameruernOeer cots caeecce 4,748, 132 28 
Burplus? eis oh a toss a1 Seep hicinieieniace oles Sot re eee ob a-ha Voc Ee a ee $ 496,613 467 


- SUMMARY OF LAND SALES 


Cost Selling - 
—. to - price Surplus 
the Board ; 

$* cts. $ cts. $ ote 

973 cases—Completed Berea clee ees Uma oe ee ee 3,204,874 75 | 3,580,104 10 375, 229 3 
78 Land sold, stock and equipment not sold (Class . 252,021 67 264,467 22 12, 445 3 
140) Sale of land pending, documents not complete... 422,988 90 473,110 03 50,121 1 
Tae Offers for land Sccepted Movs wn aro eee 371,633 50 430,450 93 58,817 4 


"Total, 306 parcels of land rhs tcha ert de Snr eee ee 4,251,518 82 | 4,748,132 28 496,613 4 


Sotprer Lanp SerrnementT Reserve Funp 


8 
Land Land TS 
Name of Account sold. on hand age ee SS 
Sale price | Sale price Acreage Sale price 
} $ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 
Doukhobor Jands—Rental Account. :...........-..2.- 14; G5ORGO OS samen ers ron ees ee 14,659 69 
Saskatooneny aie heWescuiisese cies 106,745 80 29,528 10 9,074-2 136,273 90 
Slade MeAse—_ Cal Garvey aa ie where it Hannes cy eae 27,338 00 9,705 00 3, 200-0 37,043 00 
Hudson Bay Wand s-—© alpany-aae tires hs slate wise easiest nie 190,240 00 | 70,457 00 16,600-0 | 260,697 00 
- dinontoneeranctiec lise aes eee 2,300 00 | 31,960 00 5, 280-0 34,260 00 
; iPrmneeAlbertse. c-..44- Fate orator aiorels 28,055 00 87,925 00 21,290-0 115,980 00 
Hill Ranch—Saskatoon............. SLL eee ee la 5,138 00 | 13,590 00 2,080-0 18,728 00 
Westview, Ranch—Calgary... occ... ccccccccccscceses 3025308) OO nkeeir nae 16,871-90 | 302,368 00 
Valuable Hands Cal rary eee ns peices 'ot oetocins eee cts 4,800 00 | 32,048 00 3, 038-53 36,848 00 
“ NCE ae eee a eee Se tig Weir nea 1,784 00 54-0 1,784 00 
; LitGreah ty a eon Ree tie np BAR EOC een oer cee 5,000 00 480-0 5,000 00 
‘ Saskatoone sete wens case sort ttle Lass cee eee 3,200 00 160-0 3,200 00 
Cost Bimiade Leases 2.56. fees tae $ 5,000 00 | 681,644 49 | 285,197 10 | 79,128-63 | 966,841. 59 
‘3 Westview Ranch............. ZT O0OHOON gas COOROON Se. eee cee cae ee 32,000 00 


fe : 649,644 49 | 285,197 10 79, 128-63 | 934,841 59 


Cost or ADMINISTRATION 


. From 
: z : inception to | Fiscal Year | Fiscal Year Total 
5 3 Nature of Expenditure Mar 31, 1921 1921-22 . 1922-23 
: Sects: Socts: $ cts. $ cts. 
STIETB GEL, 5 dc cee tae ere ee nee as er errr ieee 3,302.507 93 | 1,362,871 91 | 1,165,298 26 5,830,678 10 
Travelling Expenses— : 
PACIMMITISE PA GION farsa !cssiclrin a ole ciciainletclshateuere’« 126,382 87 57,242 42 52,957 86} . 236,583 15 
WPANCeINSPECHON or accs ele ete ecteisbieee sis 330,692 97 | ° _ 53,781 10 32,089 05 416,563 12 
Agricultural supervision...... VW todas ckexs.sie 622,928 75 279,072 78 213,417 59 1,115,419 12 
Pistavessbcanchy asm seaeces come ask eoeoe 14,977 80 28,430 28 Pee CAL at) 65,719 67 
HHOMeuU DEAN heen ern tench. yas ciara eyaateers 27,090 85 8,965 58 7,384 64 43,441 07 
BF COLEXPCHSES. 6 in sccis one's Cascio vo emin seein 375,681 65 137,357 85 100,845 37 613,884 87 
Printineand stationery ©. a: cacsasaccceieee oer 359,376 89 32,022 88 32,323 54 423.723 31 
Legal expenses and disbursements............ 291,667 14 37,220 23 29,693 73 358,581 10 
Travelling equipment— —Motor cars......:.... 186,919 50 47,487 95 37,618 84 272,026 29 
Horses and vehicles. . 21,789 28 3,282 07 2,623 55 27,694 90 
BIHCCINIISLESERVACES A. otc ac vrereseieials speins,. rae ere as 201,419 91 2,641 51 684 00 204,745 42 
MMM CR ISIN Peers oo oie sttiaastcl ciate aye Secs. Seer arene evetarere 36,495 34 5,190 39 Soe ae, 45,397 15 
RISC C LANG GUS tet avatar oe ere eee ea oS cel Fatnte sole share al afi 7,148 32 6,810 99 13,959 31 
4 - Net administration charges.........-.... 5,897,930 88 | 2,062,715 27 | 1,707,770 43 9,668,416 58 
OTHER EXPENDITURE 
(Not strictly administrative) 
Pay and allowances to settlers in training..... 178,738 24 44,649 75 1,030 05 224,418 04 
Training Centres and Home Branch Short 
; MO USCS eee isa sister eae more aseialia eyes 105,963 62 |Cr. 7,371 28 6,406 20 104,998 54 
Boston settling Indian SOlGiers. jo.cqecccem ace oeciicercle sees 5,126 52 2,003 02 7,129 54 
Bonus..... (ae & BOOS REO CODCOD ODO CTC ON DRIEEICIGOe 530,290 65 156,753 37 92,922 42 779,966 44 
otal otherexpenGiture.....- secs acess « 814,992 51 199,158 36 102,361 69 | 1,116,512 56 
RI Ee ah rrr aa rl JR err ee a Ce A erie RE es See 
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STAFF 


The number of staff at head office and districts, including those employed in 
the field at March 31, 1923, was 666. 

The peak load was reached in June, 1920, when the total staff of the board 
was 1,579. 

Since June, 1920, up to March 31, 1923, the staff has been reduced by 913, 


or 57:8 per cent. 
The staff as at March 31, 1923, was distributed as follows:— 


Salary Cost 


District Male Female Total (per annum 
Rate 

$$” (cea 
SYR oo Ge Brac oop eC On ar Deen Ob CetiCK Of Core 39 11 50 80,180 00 
STH OTe ae ae rotate a Geeta Ce erate Slot ns ge) enetaren eeheraeaia) Solel s 23 8 31 51,200 00 
Calgary.....- She A PO iin ORE Ort CROC OL OOM TGCS 47 18 65 98,380 00 
Bdinchton notes ae soe eae teseearhes Naar cen es, < 61- 20 81 126,540 00 
Tee aH ee oe Ban or eh DOI RUIE EE COR Ter COSECE NS URGECLE GG 37 11 48 78,390 00 
REE Gey Wane ie Came Bae COE CC OU ROR ne Go cripenn aor AUC CE 37 13 50 78,800 00 
Prince Alberta. -0 ccc re eaters pes OS A eS ae 29 1 40 61,220 00 
Winnipeg... : 2-2. en eee o nes BRE Cae CASic cone 59 21 80 123,840 00 
G PASTA Yee) bh He Pree mo cere ccrice ieccataLag camp aOr 32 9 41 _ 67,100 00 
Sherbrooke sense ta eee ater ee See ee cia Sao eue 9 5 14 22.480 00 
See Festina te oe, ig erected Phe 21 8 29 45,980 00 
Blend Ofcom ea cor. aac ete tegen rahe Feats 99 38 137 235,440 00 
Dominion totalsca... csoce dae ees een eee so wre = 493 173 - 666 1,069,550 00 


Of the total number of staff 74 per cent are males. 
Of the total male employees 97-1 per cent are returned soldiers. 


STATEMENT or LOANS IN Force as at Marcu 31, 1923. 
f Gross loans ee he nee a = a nivale wie icin ciate cicla sine saicstele $ 94,733,547 59 


Less initial payments...........----t 2s eee teeter eee 3,762,835 86 
IN rie orden sk nab ona ORE ESO aR BOR Ott nee Dome SCCM saneOndason uo § 90,970,711 73 
Interest charged and accrued to Mar. 31, 1923......... +++ sees sees e eens 7,181,659 89 
Total loans, including interest........-....-eeee reece sence eter e etree ees $ 98,152,371 62 
Wess TepAV Mets see. sac cl ate arec'e = “lorie = vale elem sv aieninnsiim easiness Si sielote coe 9,779,925 19 
Balance outstanding on account of loans... ........ eee eee eee eee $ 88,372,446 43 
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LAND SETTLEMENT - 


THIRD REPORT OF THE SOLDIER 
SETTLEMENT BOARD OF 
CANADA 


DECEMBER, 31,. 1924 
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“OTTAWA 
F. A. ACLAND 
Printer to the King’s Most Excellent Majesty 
1925 


To General His Excellency the Right Honourable Lord Byng of Yomy, -G.C.B.. 
G.C.M.G., M.V.O., Governor General and Commander in Chief of the 
Dominion of Cre 


May ir Purase Your EXceELLENcY: 


The undersigned has the honour to present to Your Excellency the third 
report’ of the Soldier Settlement Board of Canada on its activities and opera- 
tions from April 1, 1923, to December 31, 1924. 
I have the honour to be, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
~ JAMES A. ROBB, 
Minister of Immigration a Coloniz ation. 


Orrawa, December 31, 1924. 
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. Orrawa, December 31, 1924. 


To the Honourable, 
the Minister of Immigration 
and Colonization: 


The Soldier Settlement Board of Canada: submits its third report on its 
activities and operations from April 1, 1923, to December 31, 1924. 
JOHN BARNETT, 
Chairman. 


KE. J. ASHTON, 
Commissioner. 


S. MABER, 


Commissioner. 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OPERATIONS 


The number of returned soldiers established on the land under the Soldier 
Settlement Board is 30,604, of whom 24,148 have been granted loans. The 
remainder, settlers under soldier grant entry on free Dominion lands, are with- 
‘out loans. The sum of $103,150,098.73 has been disbursed in loans. 

At the date of the last report, March 31, 1923, the total settlement was 
28,984, of whom 22,626 have received loans. 

Of the 24,148 settlers who have received loans:— 

4,229 are on free Dominion lands, 


2,463 are on privately owned lands, 
17,456 are on purchased lands. 


The following are the purposes for which the moniés were expended :— 


momma purchasi of land 4)! ghd tines. nal oh cit ao st n'pe hk ..$ , 59,800,229 35 
For removal of encumbrances on land owned privately by settlers....... 2,559,259 71 
For permanent improvements...................... ERP teas Se enc Ea 10,608,979 67 
For stock and equipment.................0... Sn SU EANE , SS come ~-.- 29,782,430 69 
Disbursed to Indian settlers through Indian Department=- ...6csss ee 399,199 31 


; $103, 150,098 73 
The average loan per settler is........2.--ecc-+---c. via cian © 4nd $4,266 00 


Limiting New Loans 


Karly in 1924 regulations were put into effect limiting the granting of new 
loans to the following classes: — 


; 1. Soldier settlers who apply to purchase farms already owned by the 
board. 


2. Those who are owners of land upon which they could have applied for 
a loan but had not done so, loans in such cases to be limited under clause 25 of 
the Soldier Settlement Act to 50 per cent of the value of the land for removal 
of encumbrances and a total of $5,000 for all purposes. 

3. Those to whom the board was committed by reason of the fact that they 
had been recommended for training, or otherwise had an equitable claim to be 
dealt with, but no further new applicants to be accepted for training or qualifica- 
tion. - 


LOANS IN FORCE 


GTOSSHOATS NY Sea yak eel ah SR ae iy pha. $ 103,150,098 73 
Tnterest charees pale. eg. Asal te tee 4,764,387 50 
—_—_—__—_———-§ 107,914,486 23 
Receipts— 
ni Gialipayrinen tat we ne radars cee evan od at ee Seat: $ 4,093,206 50 
Repayments—-rrmeipals. see ee eee 10, 542,206 29 
i ENTCRESEML, RET MR: nc ce ctis: oes 4,764,387 50 
———————-_ 19,399, 800 29 
FLotaliptincipall outstanding aes eke ae ee eed ae eee $ 88,514,685 94 


The amounts advanced to settlers are secured on the land, buildings, stock 
and equipment upon which loans were made, approximately as follows:— 


2,657,053 acres of purchased land, 
443,744 acres of encumbered land, 
1,118,642 acres of Dominion land. 


or a total of 4,219,439 acres on which the board has advanced loans. 

There is in addition 1,549,440 acres of Dominion lands granted to settlers 
under the Act upon which there are no loans, making a total of 5,768.879 acres 
affected by the operations under the Act. 
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Since the last report there has been paid into the Dominion Treasury on 
account of loans exclusive of initial payments, $3,195,209.91 for the fiscal] year 
1923-24 and $2,331,458.69 for the portion of the fiscal year, April 1, 1924 ‘to 
November 30. 


Loans Repaid in Full 


Seven hundred and twenty-seven soldier settlers have repaid their loans in 
full, of whom 336 have sold out and discontinued farming and 391 have con- 
tinued to farm. : 


Abandonments 


The total number of abandonments since the beginning of settlement is 

5,203 or 21.5 per cent of the whole. Of these 1,863 have been turned over or 
are in process of, sale to other settlers, soldier or civilian, leaving a balance of 
3,340 farms on hand unsold, or 13.8 per cent of the whole. A number of these 
will become available in connection with the British Empire settlement plan 
for the location of 3,000 British families. ; 
' The abandonments include cases resulting from death, ill health and causes 
beyond control. Not a few are attributable to recurrent disabilities contracted 
on active service. In certain localities poor land or crop failure contributed. 
In a considerable number of cases, however, the board is of the opinion that 
the personal factor, lack of adaptability or instability of temperament on the 
part of the settler or his wife contributed in some measure to his decision to 
quit. 


Property Resold 


Steady progress has been made in disposing of the property which has 
reverted to the board. On March 31 1923, there were 978 cases in which the 
land and chattels had been completely resold; since that date 543 cases have 
been added to this category, making a total of 1,521 completed cases as on 
December 1, 1924. . 

A profit has been realized on account of this land. The chattels which 
were repossessed in these cases were disposed of at a loss. Ordinary deterior- 
ation and the slump in values which was experienced soon after the majority 
of the settlers were established, accounts for this loss on chattels. On the sale 
of the land in the 1,521 completed cases, a surplus was realized of $569,738.05. 
The loss on live stock and machinery in these 1,521 cases was $743,327.06, the 
difference being $173,589.01. In the case of the total 1,863 parcels of land sold 
the cost price to the board was $6,220,614.41 and the selling price $6,896,013.34, 
a surplus on the land of $675,398.93. 

With a view to preventing deterioration in improvements and cultivated 
land as far as possible the greater majority of the lands remaining unsold are 
leased largely on crop shares. A total revenue of approximately $175,000 
has been received from this source. 


Deflation in Values 


Inquiry was made at the last session of Parliament into the demand on the 
part of soldier settlers on the land for revaluation or reduction in indebtedness 
On account of the deflation in values. The board submitted evidence showing 
from its own operations under the Act that the values of live stock ‘had’ 
decreased over 50 per cent. It showed that there had been no decrease in the 
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cost of implements and, building material. The evidence as to the extent of 
the deflation in land values, in the light of its own operations in the resale of 
lands, was not so conclusive, although to some extent soldier settlers are 
undoubtedly affected by land deflation. 

Similar situations have arisen in other countries where soldier land settle- 
ment operations were carried on, such as in Great Britain, Australia and New 
Zealand, and where serious agricultural depression has occurred as in Canada. 
New Zealand has already passed a Revaluation Act, the work of revaluation 
having made considerable progress to date; while Great Britain and Australia 
also have taken remedial action. 

The greater number of soldier settlers in Canada bought at the peak of 
war-time prices. Those who sold to them reaped the benefits of the inflated 
prices and they now find the property to be worth less than the Government 
charged them for it; that is they have become the victims of a deflation caused 
by the aftermath of the war they had won. For instance, soldier settlers bought 
m Canada before the slump in values live stock to the extent of approximately 
$13,500,000. To-day that live stock is worth less than half that amount. This 
loss cannot be blamed on the Soldier Settlement Act or policy. All the Govern- 
ments who provided land settlement policies at the close of the war for the 
returning veterans considered it a national duty to do so. A policy of land 
credits on the usual wide margin of business security was not possible in this 
case, and the Governnients took a speculative chance on the era of high prices 
of farm products being maintained for a few years to enable the settlement to 
become well established. Nor can a loss of this character be blamed_on 
administration, since it was due to economic causes and beyond control. Nor 
can it be blamed on the settlers themselves, who are the real sufferers because 
of the agricultural depression. 


The question has therefore arisen, in view of the economic situation, what 
responsibility, if any, has the State? or, since soldier land settlement was a 
State or national undertaking, should Parliament assume the responsibility and 
absorb the deflation? . 

Owing to the close of the parliamentary session of 1924 no conclusion was 
reached and the question was laid over for further consideration. 


LAND SETTLEMENT SERVICE 
Since the last report, March 31, 1923, the Soldier Settlement Board has been 


transferred from the Minister of the Interior and placed under the Minister of 
Immigration and Colonization. The Order in Council effecting this change was 
passed on August 17, 1923, and the organization has become the Land Settle- 
ment Branch of that department. Much valuable experience and data on 
farming districts and land values and the special problems of new settlers 
hed been gained by the board’s staff in the course of its settlement activities. 
That it might have a possible value to the Department of Colonization was 
therefore evident, particularly as much work in connection with general 
settlement could be carried on by its staff in the course of its ordinary routine, 
and therefore with but little increased cost. By this means the department 
has been able to offer a “Land Settlement Service” to newcomers which it 
was formerly unable to do, and the inexperienced immigrant has a disil- 
terested source of advice on farming districts and land values which will afforc 
him a means of protection, which in the past he has been without, against unfail 
exploitation and his own ignorance of local conditions. i 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT BOARD OF CANADA « 
Harvesters From Great Britain 


As an instance of the services already rendered in this connection, the 
case of the British harvesters might be mentioned. To assist in taking off 
the abnormally large crop of 1923, some’ 11,000 harvesters had come from 
Great Britain to the Canadian West. As there was great dearth of farm 
helpers in Canada, it was in the public interest that as many as desired should 
be placed in permanent farm employment after the harvest. This work was 
done in co-operation with the railway companies, the various federal and 
provincial employment services, Boards of Trade and other representative 
bodies. This branch was concerned only with the needs of farmers for such 
help, jand the district. staffs made an immediate canvass in all parts of the 
Dominion to ascertain what farm employment opportunities existed for the 
coming winter. In all 15,074 opportunities were listed, of which over half 
the number, or 7,846 were for farm jobs. As a result, a large number of 
British harvesters were enabled to stay in Canada after the temporary harvest 
work was done and were in a position in the spring to embrace the larger 
opportunities when seeding operations began. In fact, the demand ‘for this 
farm help was greater than_the supply and the Land Settlement Branch was 
unfortunately obliged to disappoint many farmers who had hoped to secure 
help in this way. | 


Hebridean Migrations 


Another instance of the assistance rendered by the Land Settlement Branch | 


was the case of the Hebridean migrations. A large party of some 350 Hebri- 
deans had landed in Alberta in 1923 and their absorption into employment and 
land settlement presented a problem. A few weeks after their arrival in 
Alberta, this branch was requested to deal with the question of their employ- 
ment with farmers and settlement on land. With the facilities which it had 
through its district staffs, very little difficulty was experienced in finding 
locations and employment for these sturdy settlers. Since then several other 
large Hebridean parties have followed, totalling over 1,000, and their absorp- 
‘tion arranged with reasonable success. The number of misfits among these 
people was very small. 


Investigations on Admission of Foreigners 


Incidental to this work the Land Settlement Branch was able to check for 
the department, applications for admission of immigrants coming from countries 
of the “non-preferred” category. Persons from these countries are admitted 
only on the application of present residents who are required to guarantee 
that the migrants will be employed at farm labour. ! 
During the nine months the field staff have investigated 10,988 applica- 
tions for admissicn which have been received by the department. . 
__ In many cases ‘t was found that the applications were not genuine, that 
there was no expectation that the persons whom it was sought to have admitted 
‘would be employed at farm labour, and that the farmers applying for their 
admission had done so in many cases at the request of friends, transportation 
or other agents. These bogus applications were refused and by this process 
‘Many undesirable immigrants were denied admission. 


Directed Settlement 


| The Land Settlement Branch was also able to undertake to give, through 
its local officials, information and advice to desirable settlers who. had received 
directing certificates from the department’s officials in Great Britain and the 
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United States and who desired disinterested guidance as to farming localities 
and opportunities for securing farming experience. The procedure followed in 
these cases is to issue “ directing certificates ” to approved migrants who 
satisfy the department that they will engage in farm work on their arrival in 
Canada. They bring these directing certificates to one of the Land Settle- 
ment offices in Canada, which has already been advised of the expected arrival 
and is prepared to offer such services as the department has at its disposal. 
Every effort is made by settlement officials to advise these settlers in regard 
to suitable and reasonably priced districts, or, if they desire farm labour, to 
direct them, to employment on farms. Directing certificates to the number 
of 2,728 were issued to proposed migrants up to December 1, 1924—Great 
Britain, 950; United States, 1.778. 

Incoming settlers desiring work with farmers to gain experience with a 
view to farming may apply to the settlement officers. Some 5,640 newcomers 
were directed to farm work by the branch during 1924. 


Settlement of Approved British Families 
An important develupment of settlement work will be the location on 


farms of 3,000 British families under agreement with the British Government 
arranged by the Minister of Immigration and Colonization. In this responsi- 
bility the Soldier Settlement Board is directly concerned, as its surplus lands 
are available for this purpose to the extent deemed suitable by it and by the 
Independent Advisory Committees who will assist in the valuation of available 
farms. Advisory Committees were appointed by the Department of Immigra- 

tion and Colonization im every district and are composed of outstanding men 
among the business and farming communities who had been prominently 
identified with the promotion of their districts. They -give land settlement 
officials the benefit of their wide experience, advising as to land values, farming 
conditions, and the like. ; 

Under the agreement for the settlement of 3,000 British families on farms 
in Canada, the Imperial Government will make advances amounting to ar 
average of $1,500 for cach family, totalling $4 500,000, which will be spent it 
Canada mainly for the purchase of live stock and equipment, while the Canadial 
Government will make available land already owned by the Government. Th 
cost of farm and equipment will be repayable in twenty-five equal, annua 
instalments, with interest at the rate of five per cent per annum. 

The work of selecting the migrants who will benefit under this agreemen 
is now proceeding. Several experienced farm supervisors of the land settle 
ment branch are in Great Britain for the purpose of testing the qualification 
of those who apply for assistance under the scheme. 


\ 


SURVEY OF CROP PRODUCTION 


The figures that follow relate to the full year of 1923 and are based 0 
reports of field supervisors on 18,598 soldier settlers’ farms. This survey showé 
that new land brought under cultivation during the year averaged over th 
Dominion 5.22 acres per settler, the bulk being in the Prairie Provinces, Wi 
9.54 acres in Manitoba, 9-13 in Saskatchewan and 7-49 in Alberta. The tot 
acreage broken since the inception of the scheme is 557,802. This figure do 
not take into account the area of land broken on homesteads or soldier gran 
where no loans have been made by the Government to the settler. Taking t 
same average for these settlers as in the case of settlers with loans, the tot 
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breaking since inception of the scheme is estimated at 780,298 acres, distributed 
as follows:— 


i Acres 
BRS COMMA ec. Gio e oes cvaeeiivece thet reas 14,558 
ee eee haa shhh a ec ccees le tees 289,675 
SSD a a A See oy 354,100 
Manitoba Sct een se ltvaey mttaer t cia: a hiet bak ghee 115,362 

: EA Go. Sep tere AE Ran Ra a Sat 3,643 

SACLE a ga i ee he ES 1,377 

New Brunswick 
De eOtS Wie Wel test .cc. Sogn tuk ates ee eee 1,583 
Prince Edward Island 


Stock Raising 
The survey shows that, while the value 


of the animals possessed by soldier 


settlers is less in the aggregate than the 
substantial increase in the number of milch cows, swine and poultry. Soldier 
Settlement Board supervisors have constantly kept before settlers the importance 
of increasing their revenue producing live stock and poultry. The following 
table shows a comparison of the number of milch cows, swine and poultry in 
possession of 18,598 settlers during the years 1921, 1922 and 1923: 

SS eee 


previous year, there has been a 


Milch Cows : Swine 


Poultry 

: Year a ao <a ae ae 
‘ : Total No.|Per Farm|Total No.;Per Farm Total No.|Per Farm 

meres Fook Ce Se Bet 58, 952 3-27 37,520 2-08 582,748 32-28 

I etc us 63,717 3-50 46,107 2-53 812,935 43-74 

eS cee ne ee Rise S roo a. RET ek 66,981 3-60} 105,019 5-65] 996,233 _ 63-57 


Figures for. other live stock are :— 
: Work-horses 


ees oleanbereieVervinNs ay era oial efatalsia'c Siren eters tae ee Me EE 66,845 
Pre lores rem see gee CaN oe igen es Sa, 15,131 
Cattle, other than milch cows.................... 90,688 


Estimate of Crop Values 


An estimate has been made of the value of crops produced on the farms 
Mn which reports have been made, For 1923 the value of crops produced was 
13,882,454.95, with an average per settler of $746.45. A comparison of three 
years’ crop production shows the following figures:— 


Cos LES URIS a ASS i Mick pe ae a $12,765,132 91 
ee eh ioe Peete Sree yee arrives eo ees 15,966,202 67 
1923 


+ 650 SEE ae OR RSS Co OO 9 VR Ss Se aS Oe ee A ioky Dab oeds 013, 8890454. O5 
Value of Live Stock 


_ The estimated value of live stock in possession of same soldier settlers 
or three years shows:— 


Ne Se TES pee Oe ipa 1 aE oe ey 


Estimated Average 


, : Total Value 
Br. : ie Value per Farm 
! ; : $ ets. $ cts. 
i] . 

2 7-0. SEA5 ep ac AR eA Sm ie aga I tac A ea 13,829,601 00 755 01 
| ROG GOSS RRR tek nea n Rae cae, hice He JES Te Gea 13,398,397 40 735 53 
re SR Gu CREE rt ae ie 


(OLS CTRAESETREIS Sr SUR LEPC Sea I-A oy @ PSA ee nl ec 11,805,033 00 634 75 


__ While these figures show that there has been an increase in tthe numbers, 
le value of live stock was less in 1923 than in 1922. 
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i ee 
By provinces the value of crops produced and the value of live stock are 
shown in the following table:— 


ee eee ee 


Se ee ee 


Value Value of Live 


Province of Crops Stock held 

produced by Settlers 
Sects: $ cts. 
British: Colamibiac<s-apecso pene vena ee ee en fee nt eee 1,443,081 00| 1,279,160 50 
Riharta Metts 5 pr air veen ata nea? Serra eee ean gs eee ane eae 4,227,675 90 3,695,483 50 
Rosh ateHoWHt oc tecr sss hes be ces entre eet Saeco cakes tia re ii al 5,212,382 05| 3,394,858 00 
ROT RR eres eer ce oy. or a bc eC Ned Sr ele 1,203,268 00 1,577,072 00 
Cth he ea ed nw om ic nn Bape Sa oe ae ane nee 1,012,101 00 1,022,990 00 
SESE hs re a ers grein Me SE OI ae ee ge 171,639 00 238,906 00 
Wau Brunswick: aiverianc ooh eaaere ne nena na nee Tenens ee 231,893 00 237,244 00 
Bray Bootie... Pacies econ eaepn oo as oe uae ands pl 256,350 00 239,734 00 
Prince Bdwatd Island .5 00.05. cemetary Share oe hieorestg ns 124,065 00 129,585 00 
Danie lOn oo oes Pas ee aa eee Fe ne ca eg eee 13,882,454 95 11,805,033 00 


The survey shows further that throughout the Dominion 85 per cent ‘of 
soldier settlers have kitchen gardens, 78 per cent have milch cows, 47 per cent 
brood sows, 55 per cent other pigs and 78 per cent poultry. 


STATISTICAL STATEMENTS 


Tora, SETTLEMENT UNDER THE Act 


: Total _ 
¢ established ; 
Total Total Total Total 
District and Province applica- number number settlement 
tions qualified granted under 
to date to date a Loan Entries the Act 
- without 
Loan 
VWianCOuViel csc nc0s-seeeti en en ae 10,163 5,367 2,200 129 2,32 
MisiGniete See ene erate ane sees 968 569 1,235 142 1,37 
British Columbia........----++++: 11,131 5,936 3,435 3,70 
Caleary : udu cee ease cee oem ec- 7,349 6,010 2,974 3,49 
RU tenonbotes, oie aie co eles ec sldirnsgaien 7,936 6,746 4,039 5, 92 
PR liyeter nce epee ic ae Cos Sa 15,285 12,756 7,013 9,4 
Pepin cst onan gine: aor eae 7,086 5,820 2,159 Pas 
Saskatoon.......-- Aero ere te 5,566 4,225 2,211 2,5 
Princé Alberts.c: S062 ehcms ca eeeble oe 2,513 1,940 1,667 3 
— 
SaclcatChewal ees ccestaeenes sce de: 15,165 11,985 6, 037 8,6 
— 
Manitoba........--0eeeseceseeeeeeeeees 10,123 8,252 3,691 4,8 
Bb ariG ois a nen iesian cures cee ke 8,462 4,923 1,96 1 cccto dae 1,9 
Quechee. 6. cones nsec nneenio<sorn non 2,796 1,375 ART As vate sree 4 
Naw Brunswith. «.d.s.angewesea eros? 1,961 1,427 701 Coe bie. 
Nova Scotia....-..- ea sere 2 on eeesee- 1,849 1,134 490; leitaee eee 4 
Prince Edward Island..........-.---+++- 743 566 S74 |e epee ae oe 3 
Maritime Provinees.........-c05<.004ie. 4,553 3,127 EGS nc eae 1,8 
. . of _— — ll 
Tionsinion total jussc 6-1. ooo oe wee 67,515 |‘ 48,354 24,148 30, 
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Gross Loans To SETTLERS 


District and Province 


\ 


RSG ha eee aD 
BTNOnONe sea ht: oth 


ERAN EER ee 


| URIS) soeGage NG 
POOR ee 


Removal of 


encumbrances 
on Permanent 
Soldier improvements 
Settlers’ 
Land 
$ cts. $ cts. 
278,357 63} 1,236,562 35 
199,857 85 820,333 09 


478,215 48) 2,056,895 44 


equipment. 
Special 
advances, 
etc. 


2,206,328 35 
1,108,053 65 


3,314,382 00 


= a aE ee ce eee ee ee ee 


1,411,753 64 
1,470,376 19 


2,882,129 83 


4,331,025 35 
5,237,945 20 


9,568,970 55 


EP =o Ser RES S, Goes eee ee eee 


6,054,273 42 
5,579,415 88 


976,351 79 
1,050,058 31 


2,720,624 84 
2,986,379 08 


Total 
Gross Loans 


ee 


$ cts. 


9,631,036 20 
5,436,154 74 


15,067,190 94 


es 


14,939,980 28 
14,213,168 53 


(Sa a (| ee Se SL, 


29,153,148 81 


_ 


10,152,917 25 
9,934,951 37 
5,527,340 76 


024,139 14 


,375,396 54 
, 941,243 99 
27 10 


2,590,109 16 85,796 76 745,315 82| 2,106,119 02 
14,223,798 46 806,562 06] 2,771,725 92| 7,813,122 94 25,615,209 38 
168,502 11} 2,314,488 50} 5,316,117 15 ilP(s 
160,169 76 341,481 26] 1,839,975 52] 8,574,543 52 
28,022 08 78,986 86 719,436 68] 2 
153,215 27 163,271 86} 1,210,425 85} 4 
2,559,259 71} 10,608,979 67} 29,782,430 69/102, 750,899 42 
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iro 


District and Province 


Calgary 


See SEMA Oe COE 


Quebec 
New Brunswick.......---+--- 
Nova Scotia 
Prince Edward Island 
Maritime Provinces....-..--- 


Dominion total.. 


Acreage of 
ie privately- 


“ 
“ee 


purchased lands 


Dominion lands 
“ 


ToraL ACREAGE 


Privately 
Purchased| owned Dominion 
Lands Lands Lands 


Total 
acreage 


97,213 
71,398 


24,482 
14,328 


Acreage Occupied by Settlers with Loans 


Acreage 


Average | occupied Total 
acreage y acreage 
fo) Settlers 
Settler’s | without 
farm Loans 
55-4 30,960} 152,943 
81-2 34,080} 134,324 
64-7 65,040| 287,267 
920-8} 125,040) 781,678 


452,640} 1,321,769 


er nr 


577,680| 2,103,447 


| $$ 


168,611 38,810 14,806] 222,227 
55,655, 144,904] 656,638 
91,094| 374,244) 869,129 
146,749| 519,148] 1,525,767 
69,472 90,203} 479,087 
70,395 53,153) 445,205 
42,834| 205,026} 401,690 
182,701}  348,382| 1,325,98 
39,600| 235,996] 729,886 
| OF GUT & bere cae 175,910 
S042 ato cee 54,636 
7,093 310 90,628 
8-008 escent 62,073 
PSIG) parle ecco ace 32,330 
164,250 20,471 310} 185,031 


221-9] 188,400) 667,487 
201-3 85,200} 530,405 
241 354,720, 756,410 
219-6] 628,320) 1,954,302 
197-7| 278,400] 1,008,286 
Q1 <3). a 175,910 
193 -6\geereecoenes 54,636 
129-3 Secor aoe 90,628 
126-0) creer erenee- 62,073 
86-4 paren ace 32,330 
11S22\peeee cores 185,031 


Seon 
2,657,053} 443,744 1,118,642] 4,219,439 


owned lands 
(with loan) 
(without loans) 


Total acreage 
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174-7| 1,549,440) 5,768,87 


2,657,053 

443,744 
1,118,642 
1,549,440 


5,768,879 


pews 


LLL LL LL Sa a ey eae a aa ca ac ne 
PurRcHASED LANDS 
ACREAGE AND AVERAGE PRICE PAID 
Se  —09397”°ww——oooooaoaoos Oo aS 
Total Average 


Acreage | Amount paid] Price 
purchased per acre 


District and Province 


— ere oe 
} $ cts. $ cts. 
EAN COUN CT Sec cielas ni siaic eis cin ere lee ce SOR Se ene Re EN NS eee hs 97,213} 5,909,787 87 60 79 
PBEM cret ta clelaverelo cic siete’ ala leiecate:a'e a/e1eve s: sieia alec: we: ale' 4.6 5) <a diwie servers atulet 71,398] 3,307,937 25 46 33 
‘ “4 ie ee. Wael -__ 
IBTItISOCCOlUMpIA setae smieres cis sibeisloln cele cocoa ee es 168,611} 9,217,725 12 54 67 
RE eee eo. «8s Ss aceks. NMA ipte Sipe RereN sates nate go IN 456,079| 8,812,578 14 19 32 
ERT OT COMMIT Tie eee em eae Solos cc se Pa hnce eT ae aie 403,791] 7,124,897 34 17 64 
JOO ond ERS eee Re eae Se AI a eile GR IRS tots SUL eg 859,870} 15,937,475 48 18 53 
ORT a Aa Be eee he tn iecbad tk a Rh aOR a ae AL 319,412] 6,054,273 42). 18 95 
ELE @O) isc ade REIT CA IAI (CU cco a ae RR RT Yas 321,657| 5,579,415 88 17 35 
EP See 6 ey gi Se Gat 153,830} 2,590,109 16, 16 84 
WASKALCHOW ON onmrrme ee Ger ct iaina toc sthce tt arate mere 794,899) 14,223,798 46 17 89 
Manitoba... nko de boc et omoc CURSOR CR AGE BOB BE CAO eC BEA C eee Bens 454,290} 9,225,031 38 20 30 
EPL ELO Mesa eet eae as ed oat Che ooas bites co olee 163,539] 6,232,916 98 38 11 
TELS ec Segoe RS REIS Oo ET et td ar x 51,594) 1,548,950 92 30 02 
BPE TUETILCBESTO VAN COS fs oie et ore oreo era nha hecieleia ticle decd sul op earl 164,250} 3,414,331 01 20 79 
OVEN TIE TT ET OLMGO CO Lae eerie etre 6 ar ane ios Glove Shares Cee Rely eee 2,657,053) 59,800,229 35 22 50 
Repaip Loans In Fubu 
Repaid Repaid 
District and Province Loan by Loan and eke 
, selling continued Toate 
Farm to Farm 

MREECOU CDSE oii ai2/.'5 Selavs sin ove Mak icles Raines Be ae AO oe 86 51 137 
RRaTIQTIMP NPR ek Cea kor els Cicer Sine fee dT ete De Sete een 24k 19 43 
British Columbia..........0622.000- SS Se ee 110 70 180 
2 SUPT ese coset yay Bae Nee eee a 13 49 62 
BUILT sl coed ee ee Nis ae Oe ee 28 67 95 
AAD OYE asia SIR raed ee nre E ee eR ee eee 41 116 157 
> SETI cece ce a REESE ee te +9 21 30 
RETA heen La an elo te a iiciskarsiar es danke eo uaae 9 24 33 
~ 2815) ENTITIES Tae a RI PA ER Rea aR en ee if 31 38 

RaskaucnOwaNiagtcesnala onerer cs ciario mornaiteecis sence ries maener 25 76 101 
ee eek aR 29 23 52 

Serio. EG SRT Orb CECI OC CICERO EO EEO e re Ore 73 45 118 
RL ee toy Le GN EN ERM DN EIEN ok oo NOE 6 6 12 

New Brunswick..............- SE Sr Renee RE LPS ENS, Sretaleieriegers 16 17 33 

EES Cot eee Oe Ele bs Se ee an ren. EN 13 21 34 
REC Telaanl Sc Poi ioe nhc oon onl eee Shes 23 aly . 

ESTA ORESR OV COS. aot ote eee ote ee ind oe oak eiazsles ae 52 55 10 

IDOMMIMION COtAl sc cas taste er ccc ccritee eros mec eee net 336 391 727 
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EsTATES AND FORECLOSURES 


Total 
number | Number of | Number of 
District and Province of completed i 
adjustment cases 
cases 
peo ee 
MTARCEUVCR cduscide ck ss bcnisn aie Sav oe onselerg aie tha.elmapscoen igi eet ego 455 205 
Werner acces he sinnc.s a eeeeeceneseeeees Joss tteisteletne inertia 225 69 
‘ British Columbia..........-esceseecceccrececceececes 274 
Ee apa etree mapas ean sick ie io ts 143 
NTA GHIGOH Ao . sacre celles Seaslendv'as's sos yea aa Sma san eee 267 
SR AI boride iccs coc acha<e te dawenet sewn us sarerenen assess 410 
{ 
RG ee i RES 27 SECON CLL Te Wile ek gin 109 
Saskatoon.......----++-+2ee5 Se Otani Ria rete aida ely eceiorsecereit ane 
Prince Albert.......eccccosccecec ce esecenetore ce tec cece et eseseees 
Saskatchewan..........2s+2-ee%- petra cee eecseweees 251 
Manitobaccgoin. ncrcteces cent eteevauns (ucvsar ecg usans< seme s esac 173 
Ontario eee cee e.c elses secicts er Ono EE OnodES SPR OUReGOUIC 166 
Quebec...2.220. eae ecene eee ee cree SAS Obes Eis enters ea sista iernta rata 108 
| New Brunswick... .2....-cacesscsreterns tec meresecinrsc® Srclo aries ene ' 
Woval BOOhia ce elaine de Re ee Reg aete sad a amemes nts cise nGie Rees 
Prince Edward Island...........-sesseceseeerereress Pie enforce 
Maritime Provinces......-..ercecesccecccereseccnrcnseceesecseess 
Dominion total..........--eeeeee cree eeceress See Berens 1,521 
SUMMARY 
2 Number of cases completely closed out (involving 1,514 parcels of Jang) vcussees 1,521 
Number of pending cases where stock and equipment sold, land not BOlG eee 2,604 
Number of pending cases where land and stock and equipment sold (documents 
Bot coniplate). etic Norge eur Satna inks 8a e cnnpmanas anteeerl Song ete ale 131 
Number of pending cases where land sold, stock and equipment not sold......... 100 
Number of pending cases where both land and stock and equipment are unsold.. 847 
Total number of adjustment Cases.......-.-seeceeeee reer se eecereeeseees 5, 203 


17 


_ESTATES AND FORECLOSURES 
TOTAL LANDS RESOLD AND OFFERS ACCEPTED 


eae Number 
District of Debit Credit Balance 
units 
$ cts $ cts $ cts 
Vancouver See eee ET A rea ole eesrel ste: Siste ge ie aoa ate 234 835,071 62 915,729 01 |Cr. 80,657 39 
ORI AR oat OMe EObe oO CIEE EEE ens en ea aera ae 74 265,169 80 299 NLS lta 33,981 34 
pling ge ae all SA ek Coe GE ST eat gel ge aL a 173 693,186 90 786,461 26 |“ 93,274 36 
BGAINONGtON: soos.h sera cs ete ee oe oe Feri haksteloew ions arate’ 346 988,577 96 | 1,145,892 64 |“ 157,314 68 
ERAT DS edie 6 be Bane oi Seer Paee cea arte toners 129 476,984 94 557,081 23 |“ 80,096 29 
ETS ALCON soiberctad coer enc nin GORE Cer ee Saas 123 446,724 66 520,578 89 | “ 73,854 23 
BBEINCOPAI DOLE ares ete eat are codes eleven c's 65 140,011 76 190,704 24 |“ 50,692 48 
+ TATRA) SEB Aner reign Gch tome Clee iene net reeteaeae Ee Poe ieee 194 707,662 12 750,307 21 |“ 42,645 09 
BCATIO: 252. 0. “CSI CRSIS Cyne a ELIE EE TPs a 206 732,009 52 779,699 44 |“ 47,689 92 
Le) afte ou eeeirasiceseac coe SURE Or acca A ICR a ae 122 477,160 55 455,204 20 | Dr. 21,956 35 
Deere TUNS WiC omnes cee ces eel. fe mtiteersels 96 224,422 84 240,417 19 |Cr. 15,994 35 
BRM AISCOULAC Tree cae rie ee ok ore virett oeeaet 52 126,113 17 134,855 14 | “ 8,741 97 
BEEINCCREIGWATG. LSIANG Sccmre cites eiks eae inte ate ce cise 49 107,518 57 119,931 75 |“ 12,413 18 
MEMEAGIIAG PLOVINCOS. 6. vices oscles cen dceedteseaccess 197 458,054 58 495,204 08 |“ 37,149 50 
Diamirion total. SOc eps ace 6 eselavie'n seve 1,863 | 6,220,614 41 6,896, 013 34 |Cr. 675,398 93 
: SUMMARY ; 
PROLAITE VET CEG MATING cece ce oe rte eo eee cae aie Cee eRe Rare aie 5,203 or 21-:5% 
Total farms resold....... Mea DNAse. oe eo fae Sear Sistas seater 1,863 or 7-7% 
Photaliarnrs on Mana Unsold..ccc. ccc snc cee ens oa onion Es arene oe ee 3,340 or 13-8% © 
LAND SALES 
cee Selling 
eee price Surplus 
the sald 

$ cts. Saecus: $m .ctse 
A, PHMECASESICOMP LOCOS eeites = ainsrareai sis eT ere ol eo nro Sicha che ota 15,081,412 75]5,651,150 80) 569,738 05 
100 “ land sold, stock and equipment not sold....... sioner 361,085 95} 378,980 51} 17,894 56 
131 “ sale of land pending, documents not complete.......... 407,999 27} 445,005 55) 37,006 28 
Mises Offers for land aCcCepted.... sa.....cs oes ote wcte aso celels 370,116 44| 420,876 48} 50,760 04 
BEEBGRbOta MAT COlS OL LANG saan acc y «asian cis aiciei sos eere, eialale ch etaj tales erevets 6,220,614 41/6,896,013 34} 675,398 93 


Sellinpypricee ae acie ae hen ok ines aco. ete ei etelarro siemens Ra MER che $6,896,013 34 
OS Ge ata er eer TEN oh bs Shey ane, Sra darsiatey Sea aot ay ensue erate Pop ated tial avalins im ole 6,220,614 41 
SUIT) DEAE ORE onic ec GSC NGE OOS Ieee Onn dC elas CReerrt nc cCoree acces $ 675,398 93 


SUMMARY OF STOCK AND EQUIPMENT SALES—1,521 CASES COMPLETED 


SRE a Nl eR 2 eth eh 8 a aan cok a he RD = $1, 652, 029 -26 
oe LOSSES, Y ioe NN OM CUE ME: VE MURR ee ME iS ~*~ "908,702 20 
SECT Gee tne oe rome ities) es cater nee Ly alga ac eee $ 743,327 06 
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FIFTH REPORT OF THE SOLDIER 
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To His Excellency the Right Honourable Viscount Willingdon, G CLE sGee 
 ALG., G.C.LE., G.B.E., Governor General and UOTE in Chief of 
the. Den on a cde 


May ie PLEASE pee EXCELLENCY: 


The undersigned has the honour to present to your Excellency the fifth report 
of the Soldier Settlement Board of Canada on its activities and operations from 
January 1, 1926, to December 31, 1926. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your Excellency’ s most obedient servant, 
ROBERT FORKE, 
Minister of Immigration ard Colonization. 


Orrawa, January 20, 1927. 
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it Ottawa, January 10, 1927. 


To the Honourable, 
A the Minister i Immigration and Coleen 


rhe Soldier Settlement Board of Canada auhmites its fifth report on its, 
activities ‘and operations from January 1, 1926, to December 31, 1926. 


JOHN BARNETT, 
et Fig sae - Chairman. 
omega E. JZ ASHTON, 
a Commissioner. 
S. MABER, 


Commissioner. 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OPERATIONS 


Since the last report was published new loans to soldier settlers have numbered 
only 92. These were granted to men who, prior to March 31, 1924, had made 
application for the benefits of the Act but had been unable until last year to 
complete their arrangements for taking up land. Under the Act the way is still 
open to such applicants, but no new applications are being received. 

The statistics herein given are for the calendar year 1926, except as other- 
wise stated. At the end of the calendar year the Soldier Settlement Board had 
assisted in establishing on the land 30,990 returned soldiers out of more than 
60,000 applicants who appeared before the board. Of the number established 
24,428 were granted loans, for land purchase, for stock and equipment, for 
improvements or for all three. 

Purposes for Which Loans Granted 
The amount of loans granted to soldier settlers was $107 812,933.44. 
- The loans were for the following purposes:— 


purchase rok land s2) 0) Mie saaeseet te botl eet Bis $60,500,010 8) i 
- Removal of encumbrances.. .. «+ «+ «+ «+ °«: 2,694,997 71 ; 
“Permanent improvements... .- -- «+ «+ s+-+ 11,365,456 90 
Stock’ and equipment-. .. -2 s+ -- «+ s+ <- 32,987,110 16 $107,406,584 34 
Indian soldier settlement... .. -- ++ ++ s+ +5 . 406,349 10 
Total amount loaned to settlers.. .. - $107,812,933 44 


Settlers have repaid to the treasury the sum of $28,124,042.22. There is 
outstanding on account of principal the sum of $84 849,692.47. 


Loans in Force 


Gross wlOans ere eee) eran aren false] haters, y= $107,812,933 44 
Thtereste paid oios\y te ome a ine erie ees 8,064,457 96 $115,877,391 40 
Receipts— : ; bE 
Initial payments... +. 2.) +2 ese cetiss $ 4,143,047 57 ; 
Repayments: 
Principals. =. +) ee | -n est eran ee 916,596% Od 
Enterestunmelic pots fae) ARE See aierl ear no 8,064,457 96 28,124,042 22 
$ 87,753,349 18 
Less stock and equipment revaluation credits.. 2,903,656 71 
Total amount principal outstanding.. .. .. $ 84,849,692 47 
Repayments 


- In the calendar year, 1926, there has been paid into the Dominion treasury 
on account of loans, including loans repaid in full, prepayments, payments due, 
etc., the sum of $4 328,287.05. + 

An analysis of the last full collection period will serve to illustrate the 
manner in which a large majority of the settlers who have remained on the land 
are meeting their obligations. The total amount due in the collection period 
which ended the thirtieth of June, 1926, was $4 306,827.98. Of this amount 
settlers paid $2,983,797.05, or 69.3 per cent; and in addition they made prepay- 
ments of $802,168.66, making a total of $3,785,965.71. . 

Of 17,281 settlers who had payments due, 15,359, or 89 per cent, made pay- 
ments either in full or in part, while 4,541 made prepayments. By districts the 
percentages of payments on payments due are:— “TR 


Prince Alberto. 25 66 <5. sa woose Wancotver’dcrce ote oe ae 
MORE oe eee eae tae Pidmoncon cts <caeec te 63.7 
Saskatoon. eee ete Nek sees Naritimestc son sone eee 63.4. 
OLAWS able eiiseiiies ss oes." os 79.5 Manitoba. . 60.3 “a 
OLDES Stata | URE aes ee) Come nee Ton Quebec... <./.s, Setes= aus 1.2 a 
Giteatiecae ce cs as oe aa Clee Vernon. = 220 fueeL) ae ee _ 
; 5 - 


34388—2 


The percentages of settlers making payments are:— 


Saskatoonen, see cme wits et oe) (94.9 Maritimes 0 see 92.7 
Repinan ue samrac ce st et et 1 94.4 Edmonton... .. . 88.4 
Wancouverss tose te (oe) hac- tee 93-8 Quebec... .. 86.9 
ierincesAlbertoomesn sc, oe lact nes cOo88 @alvaryicc. sees 83.5 
Ottawa.. oe ce nth, 20 G36 Manitoba .. -. 80.0 
PoLonto.c er selai 93.5 Vernones sor. 75.4 


The 1926-27 collection period is opening as this report is being prepared, 
and the early returns indicate that the settlers are meeting their obligations to 
the board in the same manner as a year ago. 

Repaid Loans 


Nine hundred and twenty settlers have repaid their loans and are released 
from their obligations to the board. Y Bud 

Those who have continued to operate their farms number 519. The 
remainder have sold out. They have bought other farms and have continued to 
- farm, or they have gone into another business. 

Of the 24,428 farms upon which loans have been granted 7,693 have come 
back to the board through the failure of the settler to carry out his obligations. 
‘The causes of failure have been many, such as the death or serious illness of 
the settler, the dissatisfaction of the settler or his wife with conditions on the 
- farm and a desire to make a change, poor crops, poor land, insincerity of setiler 
or his inexperience, remoteness of farm or inadequate marketing facilities. 
These in the main are the causes of failure. 


. Majority of Settlers Making Good 


With 89 per cent of the settlers with loans making substantial repayments 
and developing their holdings, it is clear that the majority of them are making 
excellent progress. Throughout the Dominion there are outstanding examples 
of soldier settlers leading the way for their civilian farm neighbours, excelling 
in many branches of agriculture and reaping rich financial rewards for their 
labour. Many of them are enhancing the security which the Government holds 
in their properties by bringing additional land under cultivation and by the 
erection of new buildings or the improvement of existing buildings. They are 
_ doing this, in the majority of cases, with funds available from the cash returns 

of their farms. : 

Necessity of supervision naturally decreases as settlers gain a greater 
equity in their lands and become more firmly established. Each year sees many 
additional cases placed in the “ No Supervision ” category. 

Many special supervision projects have been launched and carried out by 
the board’s supervisory staff since the inception of soldier land settlement. 
Some of these which have been given particular attention and which have con- 

_tributed in no small degree to the welfare and progress of settlers who followed 

the recommendations of the board staff may be cited:— 


1. Diversified Farming in Prairie Provinces—The board’s policy has aimed 
at ensuring that all settlers shall grow on their own farms as much as possible 
of the food required for their subsistence. The keeping of cows, pigs and poul- 
try, therefore, has been urged and the maintenance of an adequate farm garden 
insisted upon. From small beginnings live stock operations on the prairies 
have been expanded, in many instances, until a great portion of the revenue now 
comes from this source. | 

2: Increasing the Sheep Population—Seeing an opportunity for many 
settlers to augment their revenue from sheep which ‘could bepastured .on rough 
land, otherwise likely to lie practically idle, a “campaign was carried on to 
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‘and the supervision necessary for the protection of the board’s equities is still 


interest settlers who could benefit therefrom, and special assistance was rendered 
in securing suitable foundation stock. While the response to the campaign was, 


_ perhaps, not very general, the sheep population of soldier settlers was increased 


considerably, and instances have been brought to notice where the revenue 
from sheep alone is sufficient to meet the settler’s due payment to the board. 


3. Improving the Dairy Herd—In some districts settlers who realized the 
necessity of getting around them a better class of dairy cow, found it next to 
impossible to secure good stock in their immediate district. In order to meet 
their needs the board arranged to bring in car lots of good cows from outside 
sources. Two or three animals only were allotted to individual settlers to 
replace their poorest producers, but with this beginning in better dairy cows, 
many mediocre herds have been replaced by good profit-yielding animals. 


4. Growing of Leguminous Crops.—Considerable encouragement has been 
given to the more general growing of leguminous crops, and on the prairies par- 
ticularly the board has made substantial headway in inducing settlers to include 
legumes in the scheme of crop production. ; 


5. Tree Planting on the Prairies —Believing that attractive home surround- 
ings are an important factor in successful land settlement the board has always 
lent its support to any project designed to beautify the home and farm, and to 
this end has urged the planting of trees for decorative purposes and as shelter 
belts. Ee 


6. Distribution of Garnet Wheat—Many soldier settlers in the Prairie 
Provinces, alive to new developments in agriculture, were quick to see the 
possibilities of Garnet wheat released by the Department of Agriculture, for 
general growing in the spring of 1926. By special arrangement with the 
Dominion Cerealist, approximately 1,000 bushels of this wheat was allocated 
to the board for experiment by soldier settlers, at a price of $3 per bushel. 
Eight hundred and sixty-two soldier ettlers made a start with the Garnet wheat 
which had been obtained from the Dominion Department of Agriculture, the 
distribution being as follows:— 
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The reported results are very favourable, particularly from localities sub- 
ject to frost. It is proposed to encourage its further growth by soldier settlers 
in short season localities again in 1927. 


Insurance 


The insurance carried by the board at the end of November, 1926, was:— 
In tariff companies, $20,380,781.19, with a triennial premium of $421,278.69. 
In mutual companies, $3,607,754.74, with a triennial premium of $86,653.72. 
This is a reduction of the total insurance carried at the same period of last 
year of $3,429,311.65. % 
Fire losses for the year have shown a gratifying decrease. They totalled 
$101,823.76, compared with $131,924.40 for 1920. ' 
While a large amount of the insurance carried is taken out and paid for 
by the settlers themselves, a considerable amount is still placed by the board 
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Reduction on Live Stock 


The full effect of the amendment passed by Parliament in the session of 
1925, which granted substantial reductions in the indebtedness of soldier settlers 
with respect to live stock, was not known at the time of the printing of the last 
report and the figures given then were, as stated, only approximate. The 
amendment of 1925 provided for reduction of 40 per cent in the case of the 
settler who purchased live stock under the Act prior to October 1, 1920, and 20 
per cent in the case of the settler who purchased live stock under the Act after 
October 1, 1920, and before October 1, 1921. The Act provided that these 
reductions should be credited to the settler’s account. Final: figures show that 
the following reducions were effected :— 


On live stock purchased prior te October 1, 1920.. $2,548,329 43 


On live stock purchased from October 1, 1920, to October 1, 1921.. 355,327 28 
E Total redtictiones st sot) sic a tants al oe POEM tae eG Ni eee aes Rovere 842, 0005000- 0 
By districts:— e sik 
: : ; 40% 20% : Total 
WAGCONUCE alin ee Stidds s< as, fas) 220,040 OF 23,175 60 248,521 24 
BVieENONU Eu re con nmin enc: feat 0240. 40 11,577 58 80,826 04 
Hi dimontonee ce) cel tee et tees Ueeise ss 14,309) 52 56,790 21 - 571,149 73 
Galgaryteerrot ome saa tee et 419,922.46 69,191 29 489,113 75 
meprinces Alberta. oe e+. rele: ces sacs 199,348) 35 32,086 33 227,434 66 
NASKALOOM a wisce Ge wae oe eed totes 220,00 dred 53,642 01 277,245 24 
Repimase gabe cs etn tes eee e ones 204,719) 70 30,005 58 234,725 28 
Manitoba. 2 )abetis tice a5) tev lose ey 7 000,040 02 44,075 91 424,919 43 
Ontariowe oe eee es ede es L63,3257-88 20,472 39 183,798 27 
@OGehectemra carpets an ia et face on 60,719 48 - 4,862 30 65,581 78 
B\iaritimensProyanCeSi. =o. as 6s a» 90,893 21 9,448 08 100,341 29 
2,548,329 43 355,327 28 2,903,656 71 


Revaluation of Soldier Lands 


In the session of 1926 Parliament took up the question of the revaluation of 
soldier settlers’ lands, and a Bill was introduced by the Government. As passed 
by the House of Commons it provided for the appointment by the minister of 
district arbitration committees having jurisdiction in each soldier settlement dis- 
trict, each committee to consist of three members—one a judge of the county or 
district court as chairman of the committee, one a representative of the Soldier 
Settlement Board and a third a representative of a settlers’ organization, if any 
such existed in the district. . 

The depreciation in the value of the settler’s property was declared to be 
the diminution not due to neglect or mismanagement on the part of the settler, 
in the present market value of the land and the improvements sold to the settler, 
as compared with the price at which the settler purchased the land and improve- 
ments from the board. The improvements made by the settler were not to be 
included. These were the main features of the Bill that went up to the Senate 
on May 26. The Senate, however, amended the Bill by providing that the 
Soldier Settlement Board should determine depreciation in value; and if any 
applicant were dissatisfied with the decision of the board he should have the 
right to appeal to the Exchequer Court, whose decision in the matter would 
be final. ' 

~~ As amended, the Bill was sent back to the House of Commons, but, owing 
to the peculiar political situation that existed at the time, it was not finally 
disposed of by the House of Commons. The Bill is on the agenda of the present 
Parliament. 


Farms Reverted to Board 

At the end of 1926 a total of 7,693 farms«upon*which loans.avere made. had 
come back into the board’s hands.~ This represents 31.5 per cent of the settlers 
to whom loans were granted. 
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The board has resold 2,161 of these farms to other settlers, mainly Cana- 
dians, the land and chattels having been completely disposed of. In 412 other 
cases the land and chattels have been sold but the documents have not been 
completed, and in 173 cases the land has been sold but the chattels have not been 
sold. In 95 other cases offers for the land have been accepted by the board. 
This makes a total of 2,841 farms which have been resold and in these cases 
there has been no loss to the public on the resale of the land. There has been, 

however, a loss on the resale of the chattels. 
The record of farms sold is as follows:— 

- Where the land and chattels have all been. sold—2,161 farms—the land 
realized $649,601.92 more than the board’s investment. 
Where the land and chattels have been sold, but the documents not com- 
pleted—412 farms—the land brought $34,629.20 less than the board’s invest- 
ment. : 

Where the land has been sold but the chattels have not been sold—173 
farms—the land brought $64,992.37 less than the board’s investment. 

-- Where offers for the land have been accepted—95 farms—there is a pros- 
pective surplus of $6,868.50. ee 

Some of the farms which have been disposed of were taken over by settlers 
who have come out under the British Family Settlement Scheme, and the board 
has reserved an additional 1,000 farms for settlers who are coming out in 1927 
under this scheme. The greatest percentage of failurés is shown in the province 
of Manitoba, where 1,678 settlers have abandoned their holdings.to the board. 

The number of abandonments or foreclosures in the year was 1,214, com- 
pared with 1,276 in 1925, 1,094 in 1924, and 1,055 in 1923. 


The Staff 


On December 1, 1926, the staff of the Soldier Settlement Board numbered 
492. ; 
This is a reduction of 69 per cent since June, 1920, when the high-water 
mark of soldier settlement activities necessitated personnel numbering 1,579. 

The reduction was possible owing to the gradual decline after the winter 
of 1920-21 in the number of returned soldiers applying for the beneffts of 
the Act. 

But while reduction in staff kept pace with the decline in soldier settle- 
ment, there has been, on the other hand, no increase to take care of the greatly 
augmented duties involved in the colonization and supervision of settlers from 
outside Canada. 

The board organization is distributed occupationally as follows: accounting, 
book-keeping and insurance, 142; settlement and appraisal field staff, 104; land- 
listing, investigations, correspondence and inquiries, 65; estates and foreclosures, 
62; titles, securities and records, 54; general administration, 43; file registra- 
tion, 22. Bagens 
Of the 350 male employees of the board, 334 are returned soldiers, or 
_ 95.4 per cent. . 

Besides the Head office in Ottawa, the board maintains district offices at 
Vancouver and Vernon, in British Columbia; at Calgary and Edmonton, im 
Alberta; at Regina, Saskatoon and Prince Albert, in Saskatchewan; at Winni- 
-peg for Manitoba; at Toronto for Ontario; at Sherbrooke for Quebec; and at 
Saint John, N.B., for the Maritime Provinces. oe 
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GENERAL LAND SETTLEMENT 


The Land Settlement Branch is a development of the soldier settlement 
project under which over 30,000 returned soldiers were assisted in becoming 
established on farm lands. In 1923, when the Honourable Mr. Robb was 
Minister of Immigration and Colonization, it was recognized that his depart- 
ment possessed no field colonization staff and that with open free lands gone 
increased permanent land settlement and development could not take place 
without such a staff. The Soldier Settlement Board was therefore transferred 
from the Minister of the Interior to the Minister of Immigration and Coloniza- 
tion, where it has since functioned as: the Land Settlement Branch of that 
department. The board’s chairman was designated by the minister as Super- 
intendent of the Branch. ‘3 

The work of the new Land Settlement Branch has been carried on without 
any increase in the board’s staff, although at the present time this work is 
considerably larger than soldier settlement work, and is responsible for more 
than half of the board’s administration cost. ‘The following figures show the 
proportion of effort expended on the two kinds of service performed by the 
organization. ; Pasa i 

__ From April 1, 1926, to September 30, 1926, the officials of the board made 
31,747 visits to soldier settlers on soldier settlement work. In the same period, 
its officials made 36,666 visits on general land settlement, or colonization work. 
In carrying out its soldier scttlement work, the officials of the board travelled, 
largely by motor car, 454,017 miles, while in carrying out its colonization or 
land settlement work its officials travelled 617,685 miles. In its rural work 
in the various provinces, only 42 per cent of the time of its officials was spent 
on soldier settlement, while 58 per cent of their time was spent on general 
settlement or colonization. ; 


Land Settlement Service Inaugurated 


_ With the new organization completed, the minister issued leaflets for distri- 
bution by the immigration agents in the United States, in the British Isles, 
and elsewhere, advising all intending immigrants to Canada that a land settle- 
ment service had been created. The immigrant was promised the assistance 
of the branch in selecting land, in negotiating purchases, in selecting stock and 
equipment, and in supervision of his initial farm operations. At the same time 
the minister had issued and placed in the hands of immigration agents certifi- 
cates directing the migrant to the Land Settlement Branch, in order that he 
might receive the services advertised. These certificates are still being issued, 
and the Land Settlement Branch is rendering the services promised. 


British Family Settlement Agreement 


In 1924 the minister negotiated with the British Government an agreement 
Providing for the settlement, within the following three years, of 3,000 British 
families on Canadian Government owned land. Under the terms of the agree- 
ment, the land abandoned by any family would be resettled with another 
British family, whether selected before or after the expiration of the three years. 

It was also provided in the agreement that the department, through the 
Soldier Settlement Board, would: keep an accounting of all monies advanced 
to settlers and collect for the British Government all advances made by it, 
and would supervise the farm operations of the families. 
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LAND SETTLEMENT 
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A summary of statistics of operations under the British Family Scheme 
shows that up to the end of 1926 the number of families approved by agents 
of the department in Great Britain and Northern Ireland as suitable was 
2,076, and that 388 families cancelled their applications, leaving, a net of 1,688 
families approved. The families averaged nearly six persons, so that the total 
of individuals is 9,367. In this number are included, besides the heads of 
families, 1,335 dependents of an age to take employment on their arrival. 
The number of heads of families with farm experience is 1,512 and 950 have 
had war experience. 

In the first year of operation 459 families arrived in Canada under the 
scheme, and last year 1,039 families came out. Seventy families have with- 
drawn from the scheme since their arrival, a few of them dissatisfied; some 
have purchased farms on their own account and some have gone into other 
lines of business where they have been able to finance themselves without the 
aid of either Government associated in the scheme. There were also 190 

families who deferred their sailing until 1927. ; 

The total amount of private funds held by the families standing approved 
on December 31, 1926, was £125,325, an average per family of £74. 

The land contracts and the repayments of advances run for twenty-five 
years. Therefore, the Canadian Government has contracted with the British 
Government that the Soldier Settlement Board, as the Land Settlement Branch 
of the department, will supervise the farm operations of the settlers, look after 
ihe British Government’s security and collect back the money during this 
period. A new agreement with the British Government would have to be 
negotiated if any of the services promised under the original agreement were 
discarded. : 

Up to December 31 last the board had sold to British families under the 
agreement land to the value of $2,832,762.77, and had made advances, on behalf 
of the Imperial Government, for the purchase of stock and equipment and for 
other purposes, amounting to $740,417.59. Assisted passage money advanced 
by the two Governments amounted to $128,639.12. Total disbursements were 
$3 701,819.48. Settlers had made repayments on account of assisted passages 
amounting to $39,486.29. Repayments have‘also been made on account of small 
advances such as furniture, insurance premiums, ete. 


‘Farm Labour Placements 


Up to the end of December, 1926, the Land Settlement Branch had placed 
in farm employment over 22,000 farm labourers. This work was begun in 1924 
as a part of the directional service promised by the department. For the 
period ending March 31, 1925, the number placed was 6,050; for the year ending 
March 31, 1926, 6,835, and from April 1, 1926, to December 31, 1926, 9,450; 
a total of 22,335. : 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT BOARD OF CANADA 


Over twenty different nationalities are represented in the placements 
effected in 1926, as follows:— 
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5,027 


In addition there are 4,163 dependents, and 260 domestics who have been 
placed. — > ae 

By settlement districts the totals are:— 
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9,450 
After Care of British Migrants 


In 1925 the Minister of Immigration and Colonization negotiated with the, 
British Government, a further agreement providing for cheap passage rates for 
British farm workers, and undertaking to give the settlers brought out under 
this agreement five years’ after care through the services of its rural field land 
settlement staff. 


In 1926, up to December 31, the board had received from the Department 
of Immigration and Colonization instructions to give after care to 2,486 persons 
who had come out under the agreement. The board has also undertaken with 
the department to place 10,000 more of these assisted passage migrants in 1927 
and to give them after care for five years. 


By districts the after-care cases in 1926 were distributed as follows:— 
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LAND SETTLEMENT 
Bs eee 
The Hoadley Scheme _ i na 


Under a joint agreement made with the British Government and the Pro- 
vincial Government of Alberta, the Canadian Government has agreed to give 
after care and farm supervision, through the field officers of the Land ‘Settlement 
Branch, to all young men hereafter brought out from the Old Country under the 
scheme instituted by the Hon. George Hoadley, Minister of Agriculture for the 
Province of Alberta. These young men will be given a course of training at 
Alberta agricultural schools, and will then be handed over to the Land Settle- 
ment Board for placement and after care. Up to December 31, 1926, the board 
had received 22 cases under the Hoadley Scheme, 14 cases under the jurisdiction 
of the Calgary office and eight cases under the Edmonton office. 


Foreign Family Settlement 


Under an agreement with the two railways, the Canadian Government 
undertook to find farms for 1,000 foreign families, provided that the foreign 
family deposited on landing $400, which would be used to provide farm machin-- 
ery and equipment. Some 600 people have been settled on Canadian Govern- — 
ment owned land under an extended purchase system, by virtue of this arrange- 
ment. Supervision and collection services have to be given to these families for 
the period of their term of contract, namely, twenty-five years. 


Foreign Investigations 


From time to time the department has asked the board to investigate 
applications made by residents in Canada for the admission of foreign Europeans 
from non-preferred countries. These investigations have necessitated special 
long trips into the country in order to visit the person making the application 
and to ascertain the bona fides of the same. Nineteen thousand two hundred 
and seventy of such applications have been personally and individually investi- 
gated. 


Transfer of Farmers From Dry Areas 


At the request of the Alberta Provincial Government, the board’s offices 
at Calgary and Edmonton, by special canvass in the country, secured farm hold- 
ings which could be leased on a crop share basis, with the option to purchase, 
to residents from the southern part of the province who were forced to remove 
from their own farms on account of drought conditions. In this work, not only 
had farms to be selected and the owners interviewed, but the board’s staff 
assisted in the preparation of leases, and assisted the families so transferred in 
securing seed, feed, and other necessaries to make a start. Altogether the board’s 
staff assisted in transplanting in this way some 1,000 farm families, or a total 
of 4,264 souls. Had this service not been given, most of the families would have 
been forced to drift out of the country or to congregate, penniless, in our cities. 


Special Assistance Given to American Settlers z: 


During the last: year, in the Edmonton district alone, 264 American settlers — 
have been assisted by advice and transportation by motor car in inspecting and — 
selecting farms from private owners. Fifty-two settlers have been directed and 
taken to suitable homestead land. One hundred and one settlers have been given 
special appraisal services, and 264 settlers have been given advice and direction: 
in acquiring equipment and in otherwise becoming satisfactorily established. 
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What has been done in the Edmonton district has been done in the other 
_ five western districts. In the Prince Albert district, a South American named 
Van der Walt, who had been sent from South America to look up settlement 
opportunities for a group of families, was directed by the department to the 
board’s Prince Albert office. Mr. Walt was assisted in examining twenty-four 
sections of land in the Gerrond district. Not being satisfied with this, he was 
then personally conducted on a tour of a block of vacant lands in the vicinity 
0} Meeting Lake, and was assisted in making an examination of approximately 
two townships. Mr. Walt has recorded his appreciation of the value of the ser- 
vices rendered to him. He is now in South America making preparation to bring 
his family to the Prince Albert district next year. ; 


Special Appraisals — 


_ During the last two years, on the instructions of the department, and with 

_ the object. of encouraging concrete land settlement, the board’s office at Winnipeg 
Was asked to inspect and appraise 100,000 acres of special farm lands. Among 
these were a group of farms in the Glenella district, owned by the Great West 

Life Assurance Company, which it was Proposed to use for certain selected 

Italian settlement. The board officers spent over two weeks making the examina- 

tion and selection. In the same way an examination of a considerable tract of 

land was made in the Morden district, with a view of encouraging Dutch settle- 

ment. 

The board’s Prince Albert office inspected, in like manner, 1,446 separate 
‘units, comprising altogether 231,120 acres of land. The Saskatoon office of the 
board inspected 187,441 acres of land. 

Another settlement of Italian farmers was proposed for the Kootenay dis- 
trict in British Columbia, and at the request of the department, board officers 
examined 28,000 acres of land in this area. All offices have been doing a very 
large amount of expensive work of this character, all of it very necessary if the 
settlement of newcomers is to be made on a permanent basis. 


In the Calgary district, the Barons Csavossy, Hungarians from Roumania, 
were shown over seven or eight listings of privately owned land, and finally 
selected a large ranch property west of Calgary, which they purchased, and to 
which they have brought out a very considerable number of new families, who 
are working for them in the operation of the property. 


Publicity and Advertising 


__ Every visitor to Canada from countries seeking an outlet for surplus popu- 
lation constitutes an important means of effective publicity. With an exact 
knowledge of every farm locality in the Dominion, and with a field staff 
equipped with motor cars and able properly to take care of such visitors, the 
oard’s organization is-peculiarly well fitted to stimulate this most effective type 
of advertising. 

The Department of Immigration was quick to realize the value of the ser- 
vice which its Land Settlement Branch could render in this particular. During 
the past two years, it has turned over to the board, for personally conducted 
rural tours, individuals and parties numbering altogether over 500. These are 
made up of newspaper editors and journalists, members of all parties in the 
British House of Commons, foreign. Goxernment officials* and ‘munisters, pas- 
‘enger and booking agents, and“individuals interested in journalism and migra- 
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Many of these people have spent, with various board officials, several weeks 
in the country, gathering first-hand data and local colour for articles and 
addresses which they have issued on their return home. Such articles and 
addresses are of the utmost value to Canada, not only with respect to coloniza- 
tiop and settlement, but in relation to gencral trade business and industry. As 
an illustration of the wide field covered in this work, the following are but a 
few of such people whom the board has handled in personally conducted tours 
of the country :— nate 


A. Fowler, Secretary of the Associated Scotch Passenger Agents, of Aber- 
deen, Scotland; S. Yankowski, Director of Polish Emigration; Countess Karolyi, 
of Hungary; His Excellency Aladar Gedeon, of the Hungarian Parliament; 
Professor Ivan Boberskyj, of the Ukrainian Emigrants’ Aid Society; Sir Percival 
Phillips, journalist, of England; A. A. Hartland, Managing Director of the 
Central Immigration Foundation, Holland; D. M. McCullough, of the Glasgow 
Record; Charles Wright and Robert Dring, of the British Passenger Agents’ 
Association; Bishop Donald Martin, Bishop of Argyll and the Isles; Ben Smith, 
Member of Parliament in the British House of Commons;. Captain Barclay 
Harvey, Member of Parliament in the British House of Commons. 


Last summer the board was asked to provide motor car transportation and 
the services of field men for Lord Clarendon, Chairman of the Overseas Settle- 
ment Committee, and Mr. T. C. Macnaughten, Vice-chairman, in the inspection 
of British settlement and British settlement opportunities which they made. 
Altogether this party were motored over 6,000 miles, under the auspices of the ~ 
-board and its chairman and field officials. 

With the staff which it has, the Board is enabled to show influential visitors 
such as these the settlers and districts which they desire to see, and these people 
on their return give to Canada publicity and advertising value which, if paid for 
as advertising, would cost as much as a good share of the annual cost of the 
Soldier Settlement Board organization. 


Special Work of Field Staff 


As an example of the concrete way in which board officials handle cases, this 
is an actual case which occurred in British Columbia. A widow with her family - 
came out from the British Isles under the cheap passage agreement. When the 
case was reported to the board’s officials, this woman was at Rock Creek, with her 
children, destitute. She was transported from there to Lumby, some 140 miles 
distant, in a~board car, where the board’s officials found her work and secured 
from the community, bed, blankets and doctor’s services for the children, without 
cost to herself. 


- On one day nineteen farm worker immigrants were dropped off a train in a 
small town in northern Alberta. Employment vacancies in the immediate vicinity 
of the town had been filled, and the workers were stranded, having neither means 
nor knowledge sufficient to enable them to get to farms where labour was urgently 
required. The local board’s supervisor happened into the town on other work, 
saw the situation and took steps to right it. He got five or six of the stranded 
immigrants into his car, took them into the country, and one after another 
placed them in employment. He made similar trips until the whole nineteen 
had been, placed, and worked until midnight at the task. Subsequently, a 
_ number of these men have become farm operators on their own account in the — 
districts in which they were placed. Under existing conditions, services of this 
sort are necessary if concrete land settlement is to result. : 
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STATISTICAL STATEMENTS \ 


Toran SETTLEMENT UNpeR THE AcrT 


ae 
Total 
established 
Total on soldier Total 
ps num ber grant settlement 
* ..,. District and Province ’ granted entries under 
ay @ loan without the Act 
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Bominiontotalen oo ste eek mes pee ae 24,428 6,562 30,990 
SETTLEMENT BY CALENDAR YEARS 
————————_—_—_ 
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Year : ; of loans | established 
; granted | onthe land 
IE ee es Re etre perk a ee ats See 2,000 667 
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I nak ah Oe Ri i 4s Sainte cc eae otk 92 108 
Loans approved, but not yet Sida: fOFICASHUESeIMeNt soc aceon ee ao ee ee 88 
The; Brotal pore eere re ny elie. scatudd, dst Ack 24,428 24,428 
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LOANS TO SETTLERS 


Removal of Stock and 
; Land encumbrances} Permanent equipment Total 
District and Province purchase on soldier improve- special loans 
settlers’ land ments advances,etc. 
< $ cts $ cts: $ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 
PMANCOUV.CD 2s crieieit iv wwieins stole o2"s 5,927,808 48 283,646 28] 1,298,105 76| 2,450,216 26) 9,959,776 78 
NViGrnOM Sate sce anette ss ie. 4LO, ook) 22 210,814 24 885,720 68| 1,312,797 34] 5,819,663 48 
British Columbia......... 9,338,139 70 494,460 52| 2,183,826 44) 3,763,013 60) 15,779,440 26 
Calearyr sens scneiaesss'-4 5 Saat “| 8,889,417 74 391,791 32] 1,470,125 24] 4,722,902 21] 15,474,236 51 
ABCLIMONGCONG occ cents cre nce ee oes 7,241,520 77 404,411 34] 1,636,899 00} 5,887,997 79] 15,170,828 $0 
Albertar 5.5 stactao eaters cle: 16, 130,938 51 796,202 66| 3,107,024 24) 10,610,800 00 30,645,065 41 
RREGING cs eh wed ce orders eda 6,084,606 47 414,490 51] 1,012,234 46) 2,979,143 02) 10,490,474 46 
Saskatoonlt: scraccecises eer owe) (oe Orin oLO ae 326,264 35] 1,116,674 90} 3,234,027 51) 10,304,543 23 
PPrincesAl bert ccesis ea Meaakets 2,617,591 41 93,406 28 810,658 84] 2,333,708 72| 5,855,365 25 
Saskatchewan...........- 14,329,774 35 834,161-14] 2,939,568 20} 8,546,879 25] 26,620,382 94 
Manitoba........ Sti, Wines 9,257,002 10 185,366 14] 2,424,331 36} 5,885,762 72| 17,752,462 32 
Ontario. oo te urd rc era ees 6,300,996 30 192,564 45 430,244 93] 2,063,519 22) 8,987,324 90 
QuebECs anes ond emcee 1,560,528 37 26,522 08 92,564 15 781,096 18] 2,460,710 78 
Maritime Provinces...... Pa ae 3,441,613 14 165,720 72 187,897 58] 1,335,939 19} 5,131,170 63 
Head office....... mites sateen DT 1O| eke asc eceren Oe eee see | eae eeecper ee ees 27 10 
Dominion totals cela ehs eile Ns 60,359,019 57} 2,694,997 71| 11,365,456 90) 32,987,110 16 107,406,584 34 
INGRGNAORU ENGEL L see ene slAaRooce ee cme nore. Pen Dap ORNS phe a! 2 406,349 10 
OT Sd es ears I aoc sue GLa cae Wi ceies cies caer cans tate oo me lel entrails (enero ate ptatouailer tet ett eee 107,812,933 44 


REVENUE AND REPAYMENTS 


Fiscal Part 
year fiscal year 
District and Province 1925-1926 1926-1927 
to 

Dec. 31, 1926 

$ cts. $ -ctsi 

VANCOUVER S Pers eaa Le tet oer Strtias aenn eatireeee SY el eke eR ne ROIS tk 331,574 56| 287,637 65 
VEEN ON. 2 voces SE Sd Sia tart Ts he eee Soe Oa et Rata TN ae 172,489 74 157,807 83 
British: COMMA. 62. be oles ae lode he acted co eae aa a Seca 504,064 30 445,445 48 

Calor yr ene e eo oe oe errs aitie arate wiclaie olor os a Sn Gr taleNe sre Ean nate af a ots a Saat nlod ciel 563,094 22 406,834 00 
IEG FeaVoui to mee eee ic. pe eee cl hr ree ee i oar de eh tance ARN PRA IST ere 578,805 31 398,751 82 
iM 5 at ec Re kine en ADEN IR Pier amelie’ ae ee se Ai Bee NET 1,141,899 53 805,585 82 

RGM As ee Cains ster cls ck chalet ars: aint oh as tater arm's a) nl or arnt aval atatabet ales sta ti atatdiatiatatatsls{a/ac orate! w/ohereit 495,853 41 407, 234 08 
DASKALOOM, con nc cage eat hc cmamtin tts ondnaneeenincaw ens nepadnam eancnme'ccc ae 548,212 65 378,993 97 
Prince Adbert.cske 5 eee ae Fes oe ee ot fas lee cae: 354,878 78 235,203 43 
Sackatchewanire soe cae care as ee eee an atiete eres cel 1,398,944 84] 1,021,431 48 

Mamibobe fue coc gi ea.r 6 <sayainte givers Doct gn'p Rainn Se WPs laa fo cisiver chalk i arabs 470,054 38} 369,515 21 
OER TIO ee aoe 2 een ae ae ane aE Re aN OS Eanes ttt elas ice 455,281 63 322,956 47 
Cie i en ae Na nce ee octane eee are enka ernie ans 95,655 02 98,665 05 
MaritimecerovinCess ccc cric crs Sale aicie eee ee rare aie ee en eee aise ore Os eet Pa Solera 204,852 39 141,599 27 
Wepartmmentiol Mncdisiri- AP Aas eaters cetera eay oe ale estate heat ee tattered rel ale 14,944 64)... 2.0... Soe 
Pomiinion total Aico. yk sa ens Cee ae 5 ae 4,285,696 73! 3,205,198 78 

This statement does not include initial payments. ‘ Z 
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Repai Loans In Fup 


Repaid Repaid Total 
ey - ; loan by loan and repaid 
District and Province selling continued loans 
farm to farm 
a ae ee ee as 
(So. Ra IE A ee a 95 63 158 
Vernon..... Kaae SORES BS Ra cer Crepes eer ere ker lea ean 25 31 56 
a PrieanColam bis. cote) cc esr ee 120 94 PAL < 
MU eg tenn oe 20 64 84 
ON Ne oe oe ee ce hs ar eee ee te 33 95 128 
BETES ait here wae een pe th eee SEP AER aaa E 53 159 212 
egina....... 0. REAR a a eas tae RANE eer IT het et 13 34 47 
(EE oat ame AS le Ren St a Pe nT EC 11 32 43 
(NURSE ee a iene oe Oe at a ene aR Pe 7 49 56 
SESS CULE Ve Se a pele eal are gal A et her 31 115 146 
Manitoba.............. eer pee debt mpeoneed emteremnpatinitcse te 30 24 54 
ey Ra TAPS es OR Dea ae 1O1- | 56 157 
BEDE COME M sees el em et RES ety HS SPA pas tae ate eac 8 6 14 
Mew Brunswick-.-..2 5... ec. ron. ene Vari S pene seen ye a Uaieae oie 21 21 42 
REE CRUG e es Seas BIS ee Regi ate 14 “24 38 
Mumereoward Island. oo. cee. cece eeu tebe cee ccs a ee eee 23 20 43 
MIRE rOvinices 050 0 aloo, cee ee 58 65 123 
POmNVOMLLOUal Pee 2 ant Ce. ee ee 401 519 920 
ea ae ea 
ESTATES AND FORECLOSURES 
: Total 
District and Province number of 
adjustment 
cases 
EE ruc ca Selene cane oc one aE 768 
yaar SIR SUING Sl na ry at NG RAR TED 372 
ae British: Columbigies.vaccasccdoe fot NG Me at eb SE eee ae eee 2 cere 1,140 
Calgary........ “oS ae SRO, ie ae Seah eBeoD a a RSS ie dace Beare ease tae nail det lh 852 
NE as Cc at ee ee. oe mega 1, 258 
2,110 
617 
542 
363 
Looe 
1,678 
508 
256 
251 
139 
89 
479 
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EsTATES AND FORECLOSURES | 


LAND SALES 


Cost to the Selling 


— : Board price Surplus 
$ cts. $* cts: $ cts. 
2,161 cases land and stock and equipment sold.............. 7,315,436 13| 7,965,038 05/Cr. 649,601 92 
173 cases land sold, stock and equipment not sold......... 695,679 51 630,687 14|Dr. 64,992 37 
412 cases sale of land pending, documents not complete....}- 1,500,648 47] 1,466,019 27|Dr. 34,629 20 
95 cases offers for land accepted..............----eee eee 302,910 90 309,779 40/Cr. 6,868 50 
DP R4Atefarms TEsOlG.csas se ccrine eae aie eeetee ares ue 9,814,675 Ol] 10,371,523 86|Cr. 556,858 85 


a DDL ——— 


SuMMARY 5 x 
Selling: price acta bnccseicrtiate ctaie nea ei os Rialetacisie oigerttege &eipie's laslelatstene Siclramtere $10,371,523 86 
Coste ea ROME BOR A: GCC RPE Eel cour cate ceer getter reeeeees 9,814,675 O1 
Surplus........---+- eh aE PA AGRE ag ate Pores st $ 556,848 85 } 


TOTAL LANDS RESOLD BY DISTRICTS 


——S— 


Number | -- — 


=~ of Debit Credit Balance 
4 ae : Unit: : : he. 
$ cts. $ cts. $ ets 
EVATICO VSTi ea eae oe Te a RO a RT 325} 1,223,929 23) 1,265,747 84/Cr. 41,818 61 
Vernon [seats was Sees Oe ne eee Naa cage oe - 95 363,031. 50 399,984 29) “ 36,952 79 
Calgary sia asscaute ts Lele aaaucarie onae etme eet. 308] 1,295,288 79] 1,359,894 88| “ 64, 606 09 
1 Dla baevosst (61 aye eee See ietennin ten eats nen en Shy Cue 554] 1,675,409 96] 1,847,174 80)“ 171,764 84 
ROP NG fra cicm a Sec a rains eb eneel oaateteaiate 208 778,851 42 921,488 67|“ 142,637 25 
Sacskatoonteme cc itonnat tot ites ten ae ame = 254 943,306 46} 1,021,203 56) “ 77,897 10 
IPrinGee Alben icccty nha rune Sea ae reece etree ene ees 126 315,884 42 Sl blame toe 61,253 81 
Ni amitO baat oy. Gene oe sh pornos teers Siecle, crac ale 258 Coyfeetin 8 956,319 55|Dr. 1,056 17 
Ontario. eo: Cr ROE CRORE ICI See rcene char be 237 814,641 06 860,829 93)Cr. 46,188 87 
QUEDEE. eee tee ee eas cre eae cuaeia ats we artaets 186 729,348 35 637,637 10)Dr. 91,711 25 
INGWeETUNS WIC eee asain sets ooo: ahs ie meet 159 413,574 45 410,843 54! “ 2,730 91 
INOV SAO CODLAT meenian lars eaten nc eaoras aac 74 179,287 {6 178,186 81) “ 1,100 35 
Princesbawarcdlslandsansscre nae ae oo ciee ncrmene 57 124,746 48 135,074 66/Cr. 10,328 18 
Womunionm tovtl seas soso ee ee 2,841] 9,814,675 01] 10,371,523 86/Cr. 556,848 86 
SuMMARY 
Fotalreverted faransc. soc cect eden erste eae alate a eee te re rah tae ee 7,693 : 
otal tarnrskesol duper wee sete eee nee aie eter ae rere ees 2,841 ‘ 
Total farms reserved for British Empire Settlement........ Sowers: 1,000 3,841 t, 
Total farms on hand un-sold:.............,.. oh Ry erorew cvreet ree 3,852 
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ESTATES AND FORECLOSURES 
STOCK AND EQUIPMENT SALES 


Number 


Cost to the Selling 
of cases 


board price Deficit 


$ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 


District and Province 


Bantbuver SOC OCICTOR SIC CRMC NICE ae ora NS ee ee 541 482,719 05 220,563 33 262,155 72 
eu tibet oel san eh tke Go, 338 318,463 87 137,715 45 180,748 42 
British Columbia... 8. 879 801,182 92 358,278 78 442,904 14 
DIC ACN ee ei al ts See bei ok tea 591 811,766 46 305,988 40 505,778 06 
BIC OHS oe era heen ona ently cies eh, 1,108} 1,405,141 31 599,285 24 805,856 07 
PIDETES. once ey fe nn es 1,699} 2,216,907 77 905,273 64 1,311,634 13 
(LSE, cei dane Aa ai Sa Sate cea Ree = 52 573,300 22 224,188 61 349,111 61 
ME ArOON es Reet Pity See, aes 469 583,197 74 244,215 02 338,982 72 
rs ery ree eee Che, viel aes 296 343,362 06 143,615 50 199,746 56 
Davkatehewan. oo). ys ee 1,287} 1,499,860 02 612,019 13 887,840 89 
YTS See ane ga a PO 1,282} 1,801,731 05 553,397 32 1,248,338 73 
te et ee ee ee eS 359 360,876 62 182,087 75 178,788 87 
ES ENS Nar a 201 283,179 76 140,576 59 142,603 17 
Meine Provintes. .- 252.0000 391 323,034 16 161,541 17 161,492 99 
5 Dominion totals... Foo 5st 6,098} 7,286,772 30 “2,913,174 38] 4, 373,597 92 
So 
SUMMARY 

Total cases where stock and equipment has been sold 1.) 6. ee 6,098 

Total cases where stock and equipment on hand unsold....................... 1,595 

Totabadjustment cases. -. 20. TUG Re ee 7,693 

eS eNLS oe eter RR arn aes Mimbaee ees Bas $ 7,286,772 30 

F ee DES ee een ke reg At ee ye, Sees nn oe 2,913,174 38 

SCHON, Serre A aes tee el, ee MN Ob $ 4,373,597 92 
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LAND SETTLEMENT 
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AFTER Care OF FARM WORKERS 


Nominated} Ministry 
District and Province Married in of Labour | Hoadley 
Canada trainees scheme 
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STAFF 


The number of staff at head office and districts, including those employed in 
the field at December 31, 1926, was 503. J 
The peak load was reached in June, 1920, when the total staff of the boar¢ 
WHsl,ord. 9 
Since June, 1920, up to December 31, 1926, the staff has been reduced bj 
1,076, or 68 per cent. 
The staff as at December 31, 1926, was distributed as follows:— 


Salary 


District Male Female Total cost per 


Wan GOUVED eocciat inte site aca aler es tein medieel exe ehclar mph ham i aeten tant 28 9 37 

A Petr eB AeA Oe CRRA CCR IRC nc RRO Ue tighsice 18 5 23 

GES eta ene miibe chic Gace en pe Heke nUciEor coven coc cr mone ninco: 33 12 

1 abst te) Pee or oct GeRpred ot Cu aoenOnaaone cenocncny rer cegnd 42 17 

Regina. gece cone 5 see as ene snes ciate snares asctangacte iaia* 29 9 

Saskatoon ccc tae Malan chee ere eel rare eee eeta we orionate PP ees 27 10 

Prince A lbertseeesee eee ewe rereieiete terse arf Noe ae es 19 9 

Manitoba cece tee Solas ie oie cin i ntavaist eve. ste mtarelehsisxotainie ni = 40 17 

Ontario eae aia ere aw et iat ela a christen ate tals laisse 28 10 

Quebec seesinc ccc _ seatine noe acai a arelatiess mekgieteraieretainine see 5 4 

Maritime provinces 15 7 

Flea dioiicecnn ie neegen en cia te sa aero a alta otetaris olvisravetelsialsin tes 73 37 
Domiunion totalss.cscces acs ola sterts aes aisle sietn ase le 357 146 


Of the total number of staff, 71 per cent are males. 
Of the total male employees, 96 per cent are returned soldiers. 
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His. Excellency the Right Honourable Viscount Willingdon, GCP te 
G.C.M.G., G.C.LE., G.B.E., Governor General and Commander in 
Chief of the Dominion of. Canada. 


f Iv Puxsase Your Bxceirtency: 
The undersigned has the honour to present to Your Excellency the sixth 
rt of the Soldier Settlement Board of Canada on its activities and operations 
1 January 1, 1927, to December 31, 1927, 

I have the honour to be, 


Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 


ROBERT FORKE, 
. Minister of Immigration and Colonization. 
WA, January 21, 1928. 


aes 


Orrawa, January 20, 1928. 
fo the Honourable 
the Minister of Immigration and Colonization. 


The Soldier Settlement Board of Canada submits its sixth report on 
activities and operations from January 1. 1927, to December 31, 1927. 


J. G. RATTRAY, 


. Chairman. 


BE, J. ASHTON, 


Commissioner. 


S. MABER, 


Commissioner. 


LAND SETTLEMENT 


The-end of the calendar year 1927, to which tl] 
wrought, finds but a small increase in the number of loans to soldier settlers. 
Inly twenty-nine loans have been granted to new settlers; the greater part of 
mancial assistance rendered has been in the nature of additional loans to 
ettlers already established. With revaluation of their lands authorized, soldier 
ettlers are now awaiting the results of the appraisals which will determine 
he extent of the reduction of their indebtedness to the Board. Most of these 
i 1 the snow is off the ground: in the spring. 
Crops have been above the average during 1927, and farmers generally 
Re improved their position during the past three years. During the year 
ere has been a number of abandonments. The total of those who have given 


, the land reverting to the board, is 8,652. The granting of revaluation 
discontent which has been a 


1e figures in this report are 


ould remove the cause of a good deal of the 
andicap to many good workers. 

{ 
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COLONIZATION ACTIVITIES 
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_ There has been continued development during the year of the strictly 
lonization features of the board’s work. Land Settlement Branch officials 
We undertaken :— 


— (1) Settlement and establishment on the land of families brought forward 
7 the Department of Immigration and Colonization under the 3,000 British 
amily Scheme. 


i (2) Settlement on farms of continental f 


amilies brought forward by the 
Uways under the Government Continent 


al Family Scheme. 
: (3) Placement and aftercare of marr 
Tuited by the Department of Immigr 
m British training farms. 


ied and single British farm workers 
ation and Colonization, including trainees 


- (4) Investigations of the bona fides of nominations made by residents of 
mada in favour of residents of Great Britain, and aftercare of British farm 
rkers, married and single, brought forward by the Department of Immigra- 
n and Colonization, as a result of such nominations. 


(5) Aftercare of British f 
partments of the two ere 
nt. 


Y 


arm workers brought forward by the Colonization 
at Canadian railways, and by the Ontario Govern- 


; (6) Investigations concerned with 


applications to the Department of Immi- 
tion and Colonization, for the admi 


ssion to Canada of alien immigrants. 


(7) Investigations of the settlement conditions of forej 


gn farm workers, 
ught forward by the railway companies. 


(8) Investigations of applications for commutation of pensions. 

(9) Surveys to ascertain lands available for colonization. 

(10) Reception of distinguished guests from Great Britain and other coun- 
8; who desire to report to their Governments on settlement opportunities, 
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The relative importance of these strictly colonization activities is sho 
in the diaries of the field supervisors of the board. The diaries show that me 
than 65 per cent of the time of field officials, during the period from April 
to September 30, was spent in connection with general land settlement 
distinct from soldier settlement. During the period under review, 27,561 vis 
were made in connection with soldier land settlement, while 48,513 visits we 
in connection with general land settlement and departmental investigatior 
The total mileage travelled was 1,167,265, and of this a total of 406,849 mi 
was on visits to soldier settlers and 760,460 miles in connection with otl 
settlers. | 

During the year, 1,122 families were settled under the Family Scheme, ma 
ing the total of families brought forward under this project 2,631. All famil 
receive aftercare for some years until they are able to carry on without guidar 
from the branch. - 


From April 1 to December 31, 9,859 placements all told were made in ¢o 
nection with farm workers. From January 1 to November 30, 1,614 investig 
tions were carried out with respect to the admission to Canada of alien imn 
grants, and 857 investigations made of the settlement situation of foreign fai 
workers brought forward by the railways. Five hundred and eighty-five inves 
gations were made in connection with nominations arising in Canada on be 
of residents of the United Kingdom. Thirty-one investigations were conduct 
relating to the applications of ex-members of the Royal Irish Constabulary 1 
commutation of pension. In addition to initial placements made, aftercare ¥ 
accorded to a very large number of British Farm Workers brought forward une 
the Empire Settlement Agreement in both 1926 and 1927. f 

These figures give some idea of the variety of the duties of the Land Sett 
ment Branch. They are useful in showing the proportion of cost of Soldier Se | 
ment to that of General Land Settlement. Field officials’ salaries are appt 
tioned according to the amount of time spent by them on the two phases 0 t 
work, as also are their travelling expenses. The figures quoted are for thes 
mer months, when field work in placing new settlers is particularly active. I 
winter months the proportion of cost of soldier settlement is greater than that 
general land settlement; but for the year the cost of the colonization activitie 
fifty per cent of the whole administration expenses of the Board. 


BRITISH FAMILY SETTLEMENT SCHEME ‘ 
Although the agreement with the Imperial Government called for the sé tt 
ment on Canadian farms of 3,000 families in three years, the full quota was 
completed at the end of 1927. Approximately 400 families are needed to com 
the quota, and these will be forthcoming during the present year. 4 
The number of families arriving in Canada in the three years was 2,63. 
which 1,122 arrived during the year 1927. In 1925 the number migrating 
467, and 1,042 came out in 1926. In the three years the scheme has b 
operation, in addition to the heads of families there were 2,415 available 
workers, making a total of 5,046 workers, The total number of souls was 
an average of 5.5 per family. They brought with them capital amountin 
177,220 pounds sterling, an average of 67 pounds per family. y 
Based on field supervisors’ reports the progress these families are ma 
indieated by the following classification compiled as of December 31: 
eood progress, 213; good progress, 923; fair progress, 446; likely to fail, 32 
yet graded, 756. The proportion of failures to the whole cannot be regardae 
large. . 
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Withdrawals from Scheme 


For the following reasons 261 families have dissociated themselves from the 
scheme :— 
36 purchased farms privately, 

45 are employed as farm workers, 

92 are engaged in employment other than farming, 
45 returned to the Old Country, 

27 whereabouts unknown at present, 

16 have been deported by the department. 


Thus it will be seen that 81, or 31 per cent of the families who have with- 
drawn, are still engaged in agricultural employment, Among the 261 delinquents, 
44 did not at any time after their arrival receive any financial assistance from 
the Dominion Government, 

Further Recruiting under Scheme 

Further recruiting under the scheme and the selection of British farm work- 
ers for 1928 has been begun in the Old Country, for which purpose eight field 
supervisors, drawn from all the principal settlement districts of the country, have 
left for Great Britain where they will co-operate with emigration agents in the 
selection of migrants in the various centres of the United Kingdom and 
Northern Ireland. 


fiddle Lake Block Settlement 


The throwing open for settlement by British families of between 8,000 and 
1,000 acres of virgin land, 11 miles west of St. Paul de Metis, Alberta, has been 
me of the important colonization developments of the past year. This area was 
art of the Saddle Lake Indian Reserve. It was surrendered by the Indians in 
925, and beginning in May of the past year the Land Settlement Branch directed 
0 the area a number of families, mostly from Scotland and Ireland. The block 
yas surveyed and divided into fifty-one farm units running from 160 to 240 
cres, 

_ To prepare for the settlement of these families the branch let contracts for 
uildings, the houses being mostly of four rooms, though in the case of large 
umilies additional accommodation had to be arranged. Barns of standard pro- 
ortions and other buildings were also contracted for. The branch also arranged 
r the breaking, by contract, of an average of forty acres per unit; for the 
uilding of pasture fences and the digging of wells. The wells were dug in 
mMyvenient places so as to serve three or four families each, 

While a good deal of common labour was available on the reserve for the 
lult members of the colony, arrangements were made for the employment. of 
number of men and boys outside. The Northwest Lumber Company has 
reed to take on a considerable number during the winter at good wages. 

In alll, during the first year fifty families were placed on the reserve, com- 
ising 396 souls, or 7.9 per family. These families account for all but one of 
units allocated on the reserve. 

The placing of a considerable number of migrants on land that had never 
Own the plough, and where improvements were altogether lacking, was not 
easy one, but every care was taken to ensure that they got away to a good 
tt. Settlers were encouraged to co-operate with each other in the develop- 
: the enterprise, to accept employment which would provide for the 
tessaries of life during the winter and to practice the strictest economy until 
'Y were on their feet. The branch planned to buy one team for a settler on 
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the understanding that he would co-operate with his neighbour in preparing th 
land and putting in seed for feed. Thus two settlers working together woul 
have a four-horse team for operations during the first year. Other farm imple 
ments were bought with the idea of serving two or three families. One ma 
would be provided with a disc, another with a hay rake. The use of commo 
pasture lands for a time also was encouraged. 


Porcupine Forest Reserve Settlement 


A block settlement of less proportions is being carried out on lands tha 
were formerly part of the Porcupine Forest Reserve in the Prince Albert Dis 
trict of Saskatchewan. In 1919 the Soldier Settlement Board secured the with 
drawal of a portion of the reserve which was desirable for agricultural purpose 
and this was divided into farm units of 160 acres each, available for soldie 
settlement as free grant lands, with another 80 acres set aside for sale to settler: 


On the opening day 131 returned soldiers availed themselves of the opportunit 
to ballot for choice. Some 500 units were comprised in the area withdraw1 
and as all were not entered by soldiers the Government decided in 1926 t 
throw the area open for civilian settlement. Roads were built and the to y 
of Lens was laid out. 

During the past year twenty-one families brought out by the departmer 
under the British Family Scheme were settled in the Porcupine District. The 
comprised 123 souls, or 5.8 persons per family. It is expected that other Britis 


families will be allocated to this area during 1928. 


Hygienic Farm Settlement ‘ 


Fourteen families, mostly Scottish, were placed on this farm which is sit 
ated near Clayburn, B.C. The property was bought in the early days of soldi 
settlement by the Soldier Settlement Board as an Agricultural Farming Cent 
Later it was subdivided and made available for settlement. Under the Briti 
Family Scheme three families were placed on allotments there in 1925, el 
were placed in 1926 and three in 1927. They occupy holdings ranging from | 
to 41 acres in extent, in price ranging from $160 to $200 an acre includit 
buildings. Stock and equipment loans were granted in all cases. The men al 
mostly thoroughly experienced farmers and particularly well acquainted, wit 
all aspects of the dairying business. With one exception settlers have kept q 
with their payments and eight of the fourteen have made prepayments. ¢ 


NEW BRUNSWICK BRITISH FAMILY SETTLEMENT 3 


The settlement of 500 British families in the province of New Brunswit 
within the next five years was provided for by an agreement which was enteré 
into during the year by the Imperial Government, the New Brunswick Gover! 
ment and the Dominion Government through the Minister of Immigration 
Colonization. ; 

The New Brunswick Government will purchase the farms, while w 
Imperial Government will provide funds up to $1,500 per settler which will 
expended on establishment. The Land Settlement Branch of the Departme! 
of Immigration and Colonization will co-operate with provincial officials 7 
appraising the land and determining its suitability for settlement as in # 
3,000 British Family Scheme. Officials of the Department of Immigration al 
Colonization will select the settlers in the Old Country, the Land Settleme 
Branch will welcome them to Canada, make the necessary arrangements f 
employment, procure equipment for the operation of the farm, and give tl 
usual supervisory service till such service is no longer required. 
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CONTINENTAL FAMILY SCHEME 


By an agreement entered into between the Department of Immigration 
md Colonization and the Canadian National and Canadian Pacific Railway 
Jompanies provision was made for the settlement of a number of families from 
ontinental Europe which the railways undertook to bring to Canada. The 
ftercare arrangements were similar to those in the case of British families, 
xcept that no financial assistance was promised the continental settlers. They, 
Owever, were required to have in their possession a sum of money sufficient 
9 purchase implements and stock necessary for the beginning of operations on 
farm and a small grub stake for the first year. The department agreed to 
rovide farms in the possession of the Government, as in the case of British 
Amilies. 

The immigration consisted of 98 families, comprising 421 souls. They 
lassified racially: Polish, 38; Hungarian. 17; Roumanian, 12; Jugo Slav, 10; 
ithuanian, 4; Czecho Slav, 3; German, 3; Ukranian, 3; Servian, 2; not known, 6. 

For these families supervision of Land Settlement field workers was ayail- 
ble and a portion of the quota has found satisfactory settlement under the 
theme. Thirteen have purchased farms belonging to the board: and twenty - 
me other families are in the probationary period, their families occupying 
overnment farms while adult members are taking employment outside. Four- 
en families have purchased farms privately, including two who went on 
mesteads. Nine are in industrial employment while seven are not definitely 
cated. The present whereabouts of twenty-six families who came out under 
le scheme is unknown to the board. 


erman Baptist Families 


Nineteen German Baptist families came out under the auspices of the 
erman Baptist Church and are located in the St. Rose and Ochre districts of 
anitoba. Although they are receiving supervision and guidance from the 
pervisors of the Land Settlement Branch they are given no direct financial 
sistance from the Government. 

Fifteen of them have already purchased board farms; one purchased 


Ivately; two are employed at farm work and one has not been definitely 
ttled. 


BRITISH FARM WORKERS 


The placement and aftercare of British Farm Workers, recruited by the 
partment of Immigration and Colonization, constituted an important part 
the colonization activities of the branch during the year. Both married and 
gle farm workers were brought forward on the understanding that suitable 
rk would be found for them on arrival, and that for five years following 
*y would receive aftercare by the Land Settlement Branch, according to the 
ms of the Empire Settlement Agreement. 

With due regard to their preference for any particular locality or province 
the Dominion, their distribution in Canada was so arranged that without 
s of time after arrival, all workers were placed in employment. Yearly con- 
cts were effected with farmers when possible, after trial periods, and in cases 
ere for one reason or another, yearly terms of employment were not secured, 
‘Services of the Branch were continued until new and more permanent 
sitions were found. 
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During the year, 126 married workers reported. Of these, 67 were without 
children and 59 couples brought with them 125 children. Two thousand ané 
ninety-eight single workers were recruited and sailed. Of these 1,394 soughi 
placement by the branch and received it. 


Trainees 


An interesting and what promises to be an important feature of Britisl 
immigration was the recruiting for farm work in Canada of inexperienced bu 
physically fit and adaptable young men who were given short courses of prae 
tical farm training in the Old Country, calculated to acquaint them witl 
Canadian methods, and make them useful on a Canadian farm from the outset 

Special efforts were made by the branch to place these workers with goo 
farmers, where they would receive sympathetic consideration, be given ever 
possible opportunity to gain valuable experience in all lines of farm work, am 
paid increasing wages as they developed their usefulness. 

Young men were received from training centres at Brandon and Claydon i 
England, and from Richill in Northern Ireland. The Brandon and Claydo 
farms sent out 348 men, of whom 344 reported to the branch in Canada, am 
were placed in employment. The Richill training farm supplied 31 recruit 
for placement by the Branch. A further group of 13 trainees was sent forwar 
by the Glasgow Parish, all of whom were placed. These young men get th 
benefit of the reduced passage rates under the Empire Settlement Agreement 
and are entitled to five years’ aftercare, following their arrival in this country 

Their progress is being followed as closely as possible by the field super 
visors of the branch, and it is reasonable to assume that many of ther 
will remain permanently in agriculture, and eventually procure suitable farm 
for themselves. From reports received from field supervisors, it is evident tha 
a fair proportion of these trainees are making satisfactory progress, and al 
considered a splendid asset to Canadian agriculture. 


Aftercare of Settlers Placed by Railways 

In the past year the Land Settlement Branch has had the duty of assisti 
by aftercare a large number of settlers brought out by the colonization depart 
ments of the two great Canadian railways, as well as the Ontario Departmer 
of Agriculture. The total reported by these organizations for aftercare Wé 
in the neighbourhood of 3,600 farm workers. While it has been impossibl 
owing to the many and varied duties of the field men of the branch, to invest 
gate and report on all cases referred to it, nevertheless they have succeeded 1 
visiting approximately 75 per cent of the number. " 

The Land Settlement Branch investigated 1,483 cases reported by # 
Canadian National Railways; 1,342 reported by the Canadian Pacific Railwa 
and 384 reported by the Ontario Department of Agriculture. 4 


Nominations Arising in Canada 


A phase of the program of the Department of Immigration and Colonia 
tion to promote British immigration, that has been productive of very go¢ 
results is the system in force of encouraging residents of Canada to nomina 
residents of Great Britain for employment in this country. A Canadian farm 
who wishes to secure help from the Old Country may nominate a specif 
individual or family, if he knows of a suitable party in the Old Country, | 
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aay submit what is termed a descriptive nomination, i.e., he may describe the 
ype of help he wants, and efforts are then made by the department to recruit 
| Suitable worker to fill the nomination. 

In cases where the department was, for any reason, doubtful of the bona 
des of the nomination, the Land Settlement Branch was calléd upon to 


rere investigated and reported upon to the department, 
Fourteen hundred and forty-nine nominated single men and families came 


ion a few months 
[ter the date of their arrival found the great majority still to be with their 


mminator, engaged in farming, and likely to become valuable citizens, 


dmission of Alien Immigrants 


The department receives a great_many applications from parties in Canada 
r the admission to this country of alien immigrants, and in cases where any 
yubt exists as to the advisability of bringing forward the alien in question, the 
plications are referred to this branch for investigation, so far as their case 
M be looked into from this side. During the year, 1,614 such cases were referred 
us by the Department, and were duly investigated and reported upon, 


reign Workers Brought Forward by the Railways 


_ Throughout the year, the branch received requests from the department to 
dk into the settlement conditions and progress being made by numerous foreign 
ttlers recruited and brought forward by the Canadian railways. 


Some 865 investigations of this character were carried out, 


istrian Community in British Columbia 


Under the auspices of the Association of German Canadian Catholies a group 
16 Austrian families, comprising 60 souls, came forward in May of 1927. With 
2 exception of two families who settled in Humboldt, Sask., these families were 
tled on the Bulman ranch, 25 miles south of Vernon, B.C. The property com- 
ses 3,415 acres, 300 under irrigation, 166 in orchard, and 140 in mixed crops. 
€ balance is range and timbered hillside. The price of the property to the 
mmunity was $145,000, terms of payment being on a crop share basis with 
erest at five per cent, At time of purchase there was one eight-roomed house, 
> four-roomed house and five shacks. Since taking possession the community 
3 repaired the shacks and built two others, while one house off the property has 
m rented. They purchased a full line of implements, twenty horses and 50 
sey cows, 

It is proposed to carry on all the work of the settlement on the community 
nN until fifty per cent of the purchase price has been paid, Then the property 
| be subdivided. While some outside work was done during the past season, 
plan is to confine all their activities to the community farm and the winter's 
‘k will consist of milking, pruning, wood cutting and tie making. 

Among the settlers are one former Burgomaster, one station master, two 
tksmiths and one mechanic. The remainder are farm hands. 

All bread used by the community is baked in an oven which has been built 
he open. The community has its own supervisor who acts as interpreter, lays 
the work, conducts all business and is general manager of the farm. 
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Home Service 

The Home Service of the Land Settlement Branch continues the work of 1 
Home Branch of the Soldier Settlement Board but with a smaller staff. This co: 
sists of six members, five of whom are attached to the western offices. 

The work is similar to that of the field supervisors except that the activiti 
of the representatives of the Home Service are directed towards guiding a1 
assisting the wife of the settler in her work of making a home and caring for h 
family. It is recognized that in farming success depends largely upon t 
svoman’s co-operation and for those who are new to the country some advice al 
euidance concerning Canadian methods seem particularly necessary. 

Wherever it is possible the Home Service representative assists the supe 
visors in welcoming the new settler and his family, but their task begins whi 
the woman undertakes her share of the work after arriving at the farm. Co 
ditions are very different from life in the Motherland and the wife of a ne 
settler finds that to succeed her energies must be directed towards the saving 
earnings and the production of revenue. This can be done through dairy, poult 
and gardening activities and all are encouraged to do their utmost along the 
lines. 
A personal visit is made to as many homes as possible but especially to the 
where it is found that the wife of a settler is homesick, lonely, or discouraged. 
any way. In these visits a friendly relationship is established so that if furtl 
difficulty occurs the Home Service representative will be able to give advice up 
request. Problems are discussed and the settler’s wife is directed to sources 
snformation on household topics which is supplied by the provincial govel 
ment, in addition to literature distributed free of cost by the Land Settleme 
Branch. From Head Office the director sends to every family a welcoming let 
followed by literature issued by the Federal Government upon home activiti 
poultry, dairying, the use of milk, and on gardening. When winter was approat 
ing a letter was sent advising necessary preparations for the cold season in or 
to protect vegetables from freezing and to provide suitable clothing, bedding a 
fuel against inclement weather. This was intended to supplement the advice 
the supervisors. ' 

It is found that most women ask for instruction in breadmaking, the ¢ 
of cream to secure a high price, how to protect against mosquitoes, how to get. 
of flies and insect pests; and many of the most ambitious ask to be put in tot 
with markets for such things as they can make for sale in their spare time. Th 
may be knitted goods, home-made cheese, or anything for which they can fi 


local demand. ~* 
The Home Service representative is especially useful where sickness or unt 
seen disaster occurs. Here her advice is appreciated and she is a gr 


strength and support at a time when prompt measures are absolutely necess 
to meet the case. ? 

This branch of the work of Land Settlement is of considerable value & 
friendly agency extended to the wife and family, but its best value must 
the ability to guide the wife and the wage-earning girls towards such activi 
as shall effectually make them contribute their full share as economic units 
the settlement enterprise. This is the aim kept always before the represen 
tives in the exercise of their daily tasks. , 


APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION OF PENSION es 


In accordance with arrangements made with the Imperial Governme 
Land Settlement officials investigated thirty-one applications for commutat 
of pension. The applicants were former members of the Royal Irish Consta 
lary. The amount secured from the Imperial Treasury was disbursed un 
the supervision of the department. e 
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SEEKING OPPORTUNITIES FOR SETTLEMENT 


_ Extensive land surveys and appraisals were carried on throughout the year 
) ascertain new opportunities for settlement. These were carried out in co- 
peration with provincial governments in some cases, and a great deal of valu- 
ble information was collected and tabulated for the guidance of the depart- 
ent in directing settlement. A few only of the more extensive surveys are 
entioned :— 


_ Northern Ontario Settlement.—A fter the visit of Lord Clarendon, Chair- 
an of the Overseas Settlement Committee, who investigated the opportunities 
r ea by British families in northern Ontario, the branch, in co-opera- 
m with the Ontario Government, conducted surveys of available farm lands 
a number of desirable districts. Tn the Charlton district there are a number 
farms which can be purchased at small cost and which would be suitable 
r the establishment of British Empire settlers. They are within 13 miles of 
e railway, close to good highways and schools and with sufficient clearings to 
pport families from the start. One family has been successfully established 
ere under the British Family Scheme. Desirable farms also are available in 
arpe, Robillard and Savard townships. 

In the Rainy River district, from Rainy River to Fort Francis, a section 20 
les wide and 60 miles long, there are many opportunities for settlement. Farm 
lues have depreciated since 1921, and desirable farms can be purchased at 
sonable prices. The great need of the Rainy River district is more settlers 
the type of those brought out under the British Family Scheme, particularly 
tlers from Northern Scotland who are used to pioneering conditions, Farms 
uilable are mostly of 160 acres, with 25 to 50 acres cleared and some build- 
8. American speculators and investors are buying up many of these farms. 
tish families, it is remarked, would have an excellent chance of making good 
Setting farms at a fraction of their real value. 

_A similar survey covered the Temiskaming district from New Liskeard 
Hearst, in what is known as the Clay Belt. In the area tributary to the 
m of New Liskeard hundreds of farms adjoining the railroads are lying idle. 
ny of them are claims held by veterans of the Boer war or sold by them 
held for speculation, Many have clearings of from ten to forty acres. A 
deserted after the fire of 1922, unable to finance the re-erection of buildings, 

are awaiting an opportunity to sell. 

In the Matheson district conditions are similar. In 1916 fire Swept the 

ntryside, destroying the forest and wiping out the town of Matheson as well 

early all farm homes. There are settlements of British people, one in par- 
lar near Shillington, where families from England are successfully estab- 
ng themselves under pioneer conditions. 


vey of Lands in Alberta 


The Department of Immigration and Colonization was invited by the Hon. 
" Brownlee, Premier of Alberta, to co-operate with the Government of 
Ita in making a survey of lands available for settlement in the province. 
Honourable the Minister of Immigration and Colonization readily agreed 
le proposal and instructed the Land Settlement officials to conduct the sur- 
iM Co-operation with the provincial Department of Agriculture, This survey 
MS aN examination of vacant and available Dominion lands in the northern 
of the province.as well as other tracts which may be considered suitable 
and settlement projects. 
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Roseau River Drainage Scheme Survey 


The Department of Public Works required certain land along the Roseé 
River in Southeast Manitoba for the construction of dikes and a control dat 
and the Branch was asked to undertake an inspection and appraisal of thirt 
six parcels of land. This was done. 


Other Land Surveys and Appraisals 


In addition to the foregoing the branch conducted many individual appral 
als ranging from ten acres to several thousand acres, meeting the requests 
prospective immigrants or officials on behalf of individuals who were desiro 
of migrating. The lands of the Duke of Sutherland in Alberta and British Ct 
umbia, and those of Lord Londonderry in British Columbia, as well as oth 
holders of extensive properties in British Columbia and northern Alberta we 
among the large estates inspected. 


DISTINGUISHED VISITORS 


During the year many distinguished visitors from abroad were welcom 
and conducted over settlement areas by department officials. As this report 
being written preparations are being made for the reception of the Hon. L. 
Amery, Secretary of State for the Dominions, who has been making a tour 
the Empire in connection with the development of Empire settlement. He ¥ 
arrive at Victoria on January 6, when he will be met by officials of the La 
Settlement Branch and escorted to the homes of settlers under the Brit 
Family Scheme. On crossing Canada Mr. Amery will be given opportunit 
to see for himself how such settlers are getting on. 

The World Poultry Congress, the triennial meeting of the Empire Min 
and Metallurgical Congress and the visit of a large representation of the p 
prietors and editors of the provincial newspapers of Great Britain afforded opp 
tunities for visits to Empire settlers and Land Settlement Board officials w 
called upon to escort many delegations on observation tours. Among the prom 
ent members of the British Press party was Sir Richard Winfrey, owner of - 
Peterborough, England, Times and stockholder of other leading provincial jou 
als. Sir Richard Winfrey has long been interested in migration problems and 
1920 spent some time in an inspection of soldier settlers’ lands. At that time 
was under-secretary for Agriculture in the British Cabinet and had the resp 
sibility for the organization and direction of the “Small Holding Scheme” 
Great Britain. Sir Richard was escorted to the homes of many British settler: 
Ontario and the West. 

In the Regina district Sir Richard was taken to the Piapot Reserve, acet 
panied by Mr. Davies of the Swansea, Wales, Post. Visits were made to 1 
settlers who came from the Peterborough district. Sir Richard was m 
impressed by the changed conditions of the reserve since his previous visit, | 
was pleased to find that two men from his own district, who in the Old Cour 
were only farm labourers, were now successful farmers showing every sign of ¢ 
tentment. ‘ 

On his inspection of settlement in Manitoba Sir Richard visited an ex-sol 
from Lincolnshire who has increased the cultivated area of his farm from 20 a 
to 120 and has made splendid progress. He also visited a British family nal 
Hunt. Since taking up the farm Mr. Hunt has gone blind and his wife ploug 
and put in 50 acres of crop during this year. She has looked after several hot 
several cows, 200 chickens and in addition has taken in sewing and gone out m 
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ing. Sir Richard was greatly impressed with the fortitude displayed by the 
family, in face of affliction, and suggested that an effort be made to induce the 
British Government to cancel the stock and equipment loan in this case. 
_ Among others in the British Press party who were shown over the farms 
of British settlers were R. P. Winfrey, a barrister of Peterborough; Parkes 
Birchall, joint manager of the Journal of Commerce and Shipping Telegraph, 
Liverpool; W. E. Palmer, of Bedford; Mr. Simpson, owner of the Wiltshire, 
England, Times; Mr. Kenneth Lindsay, a Past-President of the Oxford Debat- 
ng Union, who came to Canada for the purpose of studying British immigra- 
ion. In various parts of the country he made trips to settlement farms. 
fany other visitors spent considerable time with Land Settlement officials 
rathering first hand material for articles and reports on immigration and colon- 
zation problems. A few of these were: 
Mr. W. T. Cranfield, Director of the Canadian Official Press Bureau of 
sondon, England, with Miss Cranfield. 
Mr. T. Newman, of Rudgwick, England. 
Mrs. J. J. Stout, Shipping and Tourist Agent, Stockton-on-Tees. 
Mr. J. Moore, British Vice-Consul, Lucerne, Switzerland. 
_ Mr. A. F. Wilson and Mrs. H. Melvor of the Board of Agriculture for Scot- 
ind. 
Miss Isa Slessor, Stonehaven, Scotland, a delegate to the World Teachers’ 
onvention in Toronto, 
_ Mr. A. G. Phillips, Steamship Representative at Warsaw, Poland. 
_ Major F. E. McClellan, London, Eng. 
fm Mr. J. H. Lough, Belfast, Ireland. 
_ Dr. Guillermo E. Leguizamon and Mr. J. C. Angel of Buenos Aires. 


Mr. H. W. Kerr of Liverpool, who was collecting material for illustrated 
ctures in the Old Country. 


| SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OPERATIONS 
_ Since the inception of the board loans to settlers have totalled 
09,337,570.49. Of this amount $5,330,895.42 has been charged to British 
umily settlers and $2,923,381.51 has been cancelled on account of reduction of 
fe stock indebtedness, leaving a net total of $101,083 293.56. 
| Outstanding indebtedness of soldier settlers is $78,618,208.95 principal, 
4s $4,131 ,963.32 interest. Principal indebtedness repaid to date $18,320,360.86. 
itive settlers’ loans total $55 897,424.84 principal and $4,131 ,963.32 interest, 
le the estates in adjustment represent an investment of $22 720,784.11. 
There has been a rapid contraction of the board’s loaning activities since 
» peak was reached in the fiscal year 1919-20 when $42,700,000 was loaned. 
the following year the sum of $32,000,000 was loaned. In 1924 new loans 
re curtailed and since then there have been further limitations, so that last 
i only $1,500,000 was advanced, included in which are disbursements for the 
tection of the Board’s security. 


payments 


The standard dates for collections are from October 1 to June 30 in the 
‘st and from November 1 to June 30 in the East. For the calendar year 
7 the amount paid into the federal treasury on account of loans, including 
Q$ repaid in full, prepayments, payments due, ete., was $4,378,128.72. 

_In the collection period ending June 30, 1927, the amount due from soldier 
lers was $4,552,931.42. The amount received from settlers was $3,886,582.45, 
de up of due payments $3,082,083.59 and prepayments $804,498.86. The 
*entage of amount received to amount due was 85.4. 
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Settlers who had payments due numbered 16,522, of whom 7,257 paid 1 
full and 7,498 in part only; 89.3 per cent paid either in whole or in part. B, 
districts the percentages of settlers making payments are: Quebec, 99.1; Ottawe 
96.8; Regina, 95.3; Maritime Provinces, 94.5; Prince Albert, 92.8; Saskatoor 
92.5; Vancouver, 91.6; Toronto, 90.6; Calgary, 87.4; Edmonton, 85.7; Mani 
toba, 83.2; Vernon, 81.8. 

Of the 14,755 settlers who made payments, 49.2 per cent paid in full an 
50.8 per cent paid in part. 

The 1927-28 collection period opened on October 1 with $4 734,717.52 du 
from settlers on account of loans. At the close of the calendar year, with fiy 
months of the collection period yet to run 10,563 of the 16,234 settlers wit 
payments due had paid $2,227,687.63 or 47.1 per cent of the amount due. Th: 
included $319,417.28 on prepayments by 1,603 soldier settlers. 

Ten hundred and fifty-one settlers have discharged their debt to the boar 
by paying off their loans. More than one half of the number, or 596, hay 
continued on their farms, while 455 repaid loans by selling their farms. 

In the last few years collections have shown a marked improvement whic 
may be attributed to a variety of causes. In the first place, settlers who wel 
imsineere have been gradually weeded out, and others have failed because ¢ 
bad crops, poor land or other adverse circumstances. Those who have remaine 
have become more firmly established and many of them are in a much improve 
financial condition. Good crops and better prices have contributed greatly | 
the ability of settlers to meet their obligations. i 


Returned to the Treasury 


Since the inception of the board there has been returned to the Treasul 
the sum of $34,549,404.03, this total being made up of repayments on accoul 
of principal $18,320,360.86, interest $9 989,229.25, initial payments $6,185,065 
deposits held in suspense $54,760.92.. In the calendar year 1927 there has bet 
repaid into the Dominion treasury $4,378,128.72. Notwithstanding the his 
percentage of payments to amount due, each year a considerable amount) 
arrears has to be carried over. A consolidation of arrears was authorized — 
1922. Since then five payments have fallen due, of which $5,000,000 is # 
amount now in arrears. The revaluation act authorizes the spreading of arrea 


over the period of the loan. é 
ee 
Total Settlement under Act SS 
The total settlement under the Act is 39,363, made up as follows:— 
Soldier settlers granted loans... (2.1... eu sete sere sees dhe ces 24,480 
Soldier grant entries without loans.....++++-+++seeeerrssettees 12,136 
Andian soldiers SCvLLerSs st. stele ei) = ue siege marinre = eueele ie sin genie eae le 2 
VeCivilnan Mpurchasers: |. Mays Sahl, TIS AV ARES A or. sTIRAE LR, ce ARRIGO 2,523 
39,363 | 
Purposes for which Loans Granted re 


Loans were granted for the following purposes:— 


Purchase! Of LamG. ts acts settee ee iogee pinks wrepruscoyngeieny mie giles cum euscne $ 60,417,830 87 
Removal of encumbrances. ........-ss eee ee eee ee er tee renee ee 2,708,022 55 
Permanent improvements 2.20.2... eee eer eee eee tees eee renee 11,504,485 30 
Stock, and. equipment... cijseyes -eiie oc oho me tite ane gale mecine 28,871,875 63 
Special advances such as seed, feed, ete...-. 1+. seer eres eeees 5,424,124 27 
Indian soldier settlement. ...... 0000s eek eee cee ee cee eee ees 411,231 87 


$109,337,570 49 
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$$ 
,oans by Calendar Years 

De eee ey eth et) ol Ted t Piet) ey 2,023 
AE iets cee a a oo D illale sR eRe RIO 12,695 
EOTORER I PR eh MIA MO GIG ky et et at Ee 5,427 
RAN cue 1,124 
ee eer ne area Cm Re CE Ou) Ree ee? 1,302 
ee ee et dh atk lois. soasae he 1,046 
OE Sh ee SE) G8 en 577 
1 EI oS Sale Beh CG RT Sl a ae i LT 165 
Bo 2Re SEPA EN sds ete abE Ao AED Daa Healt Noe. (IN Bee, 92 
Bs et HO Belted ere ition sicher « dyed. sonata’ tee, . 4... 29 
LARTER 7 HPer oe Bie oe anal a an Sa I 224 
24,704 


Gldier Grant Entries iit 


_ During the year soldier grants to the number of 456 were filed on by 
turned soldiers. This makes a total of 15,757, less cancellations and aban- 
onments numbering 5,667. Of the entries, 3,621 have received loans from 
ae board, and 6,469 who were established without loans are still active on 
leir entries. 


idian Soldier Settlers 


_ As the administration of the Soldier Settlement Act, in so far as Indians 
ho are wards of the Dominion Government are concerned, is in the hands of 
1¢@ Department of Indian Affairs, the annual report of the board has not here- 
fore contained details of those Indians who served in the Great War and 
ho were eligible to take up land under the Act. The Department of Indian 
fiairs granted loans to 224 Indians, most of them in the province of Ontario, 
id of these 55 have been cancelled, owing to abandonment, sickness or death. 
1 disposing of these abandoned farms the department is fortunate in being 
le to report that a loss has been sustained in only a few. Other settlers 
ere placed on the farms in all cases but two. Where resale has taken place 
 & loss, the deficiency has been collected, in a number of cases, through 
taining the Indian’s interest money, which is cash distributed to certain 
dian bands each spring and fall. 
_ The Indians mostly had their locations on the reserve and loans were madz 
‘improve the buildings and to purchase implements and live stock. Three 
mms were purchased outside Indian Reserves, Two of them had to be taken 
er and: one was sold at a small loss. 

Twelve settlers have repaid their loans in full. 

Indian soldier settlers are distributed as follows:— 


emer Hiward ishands. C220) Ore ed) nl videlvelienip 5 
eave y. Kua aon aisrlyas acre aed, duleliosis oohelia emucnan 4 
(ORCI Gn SALT BC ANG O° eit i eos Aaa ah ena Rhea Be ea ineeceaiairs | 184 
Serer iche wan tc meek eee ROC RE SES TON ee Te 18 
PDOPLU MTR. AI een MLM LO tse ott cron ogoy.. 2 
Serials Cohiba, gary. tt POUT Seedcpcesencscl glo idew  rocidoctele Aun ala 

f 224 
surance ‘ o> Ta A e4 


The amount of insurance in force on Board properties is $23,700,000, ot 
Jeh $21,800,000 is on buildings, $1,000,000 on stock and equipment, and the 
mainder on farm produce and household goods. In tariff companies the 
ard carries $19,800,000 and settlers themselves carry in Mutual Companies 
900,000. Fire losses have been small, the total for the half year to June 30 
ng $41,000. Premiums paid for the current year are 67 cents per hundred 
Jars. The losses were 34 cents per hundred dollars. The loss ratio for the 
wis 51 per cent. This compares most favourably with the loss ratio for 
er farm business carried by insurance companies. 
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Farms Returned to Board ; 


Since the beginning of operations 8,652 farms have reverted to the boat 
owing to the failure of the settlers to make good. In the past twelve month 
the number so reverted was 959. | ; 
; 
Land Sales 


Of the 8,652 farms which have come back to the board, about 63 per cer 
have been disposed of either by sale or reservation for families under tk 
British Family Scheme. The board has sold 3,623 to civilian purchasers, soldie 
settlers, and British Empire settlers, and 1,918 farms are being reserved ft 
settlers under the British Family Scheme. bs 

In the sale of land alone, in 3,623 adjustment cases there is a balance 1 
favour of the board amounting to the sum of $412,676.52. It is not to I 
expected, however, that this favourable balance will continue. The farms sol 
are for the most part the most desirable properties of the board. On thos 
remaining a loss will likely be sustained. During the fall of 1927 an increase 
demand for farm properties was noted and the prospect of disposing of a larg 
number of farms in 1928 was considered favourable. A rising trend in 


prices is also anticipated. j 
The following is a summary of adjustment cases:— é 
Completely “sold. ‘out. 87.02.02 sakes wc Qiemeph s > ots s aes ee ene 2,878 
Land, stock and equipment sold but documents not complete.... 486 4 
Land sold, stock and equipment not sold.........+e sees rece tenes 259 > 
pee ey 

Totale lands SOld soe shine ere tthe ele tee ietaiste overt eieucbets) Marais , 3,623 f 

¥ 

Stock and equipment sold, land not sold..........+++++++eeeeeee 3,675 vy 
Land and stock and equipment not sold..........-.. sees eee ees 1.354 q 
Total tarms) NOt, SOldich slicis «6 leaiels ob tele oslo seebesier ttt 5,029 q 

Marimsurneser ved nines Padenitee tikeewet oaeke ci elsn eee 1,918 + 

Total Lavms LOM AVANG se bpn date ieera overele terol aayeleederte Rein! F 
REVALUATION OF SOLDIER LANDS 4 


In the session of 1927, Parliament passed an amendment to the Soldit 
Settlement Act providing for the revaluation of lands purchased by soldi 
settlers. Representations had been made to the Government on behalf of tho: 
settlers to whom loans had been granted for the purchase of land during th 
period of inflation, particularly in the period. directly after the war when value 
owing to the high prices obtainable for farm produce, reached the peak. . 

Although the prices paid for these properties represented fair value for tl 
land at the time, yet when the prices obtainable for farm produce droppé 
during the period of deflation which began in 1921, it was recognized that suc 
settlers were at a distinct disadvantage on account of the relatively heavi 
obligation they had assumed in the purchase price of the Jand. z. 

For some years the situation in which many soldier settlers found ther 
selves placed had been recognized, and relief in various forms was granted f 
Parliament. In 1922 a parliamentary inquiry into agricultural conditions ¥ 
held under the chairmanship of Mr. Herbert Marler, then member of Parl 
ment, and many measures of relief were suggested to the committee to meet tl 
situation. These included a revaluation of the land; a revaluation of stock ar 
equipment; exemption of interest for a period of years; a reduction in the ra 
of interest; an extension of time for the redemption of stock and equipmiel 
loans. The committee, after full inquiry, recommended that the stock and equi 
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nent loans be extended to twenty-five years as was the case in the purchase of 
he land, and interest exemption was granted to those settlers who went on the 
and up to the end of 1921; 1919 settlers being exempted to October 1, 1926; 
920 settlers to October 1, 1925; and 1921 settlers to October P9724 NG 1s 
stimated that the interest exempted under this amendment saved the settlers 
10,269,000. 

Again in 1925, the Soldier Settlement Act was amended by granting reduc- 
ions in settlers’ indebtedness in respect to live stock ; the total reduction on 
his account was $2,923,381.51. 

In the session of 1926 the Government brought in a Bill for the revaluation 
f the lands held by settlers. This Bill was amended in some minor respects 
y the Senate and sent back to the House of Commons, but was not finally 
assed at that time. The Government reintroduced the Bill in the session of 
927. Under the amendment the Soldier Settlement Board was empowered to 
letermine the depreciation in value which had taken place in so far as those 
arms were concerned which were sold by the board to settlers; and upon finally 
etermining the amount of such depreciation in value, the board was empowered 
0 credit the settler’s account, as on the standard date of 1925, with the amount 
f such depreciation. For example: A settler in 1919 may have agreed to pay 
he board the sum of $4,500 for his land. If he can show that there has been a 
epreciation of say $1,500 in the value of the land, not the result of neglect or 
lismanagement on his part, the board may reduce his indebtedness by such 
mount. On the other hand, where a settler’s land has been improved by his 
wn efforts and the value increased, account is taken of such improvements and 
1€ consequent appreciation in determining the amount of reduction to which 
1e settler may be entitled. In cases, however, where the applicant and the 
oard are unable to agree as to the amount of depreciation, if any, Parliament 
as provided for a reference to the Exchequer Court. 

Eligible to apply are those whose agreements to purchase land from the 
bard have not been terminated, who have not assigned or transferred their 
terest in the land, and who have not repaid their debt to the board. In the 
ise, however, of any settler whose agreement has been terminated, but whose 
nd has not been disposed of, he may apply to the board for reinstatement, 
ad in the event of this being granted, he may take alvantage of the revaluation 
easure. 

_ The following is a summary of soldier settlers who are eligible to apply 
1d who have applied for revaluation: — 


REVALUATION CASES AS AT OCTOBER 1; 1927 


Settlers Applica- + 
District eligible tions N ee a 
to apply received By hstle 
is SRG SEI a. Dane dee ie an rr 995 621 40 
ce rte oe ee 616 465 43 
BRM tA anc rite cata okies tt MRED. FREY EN) OW r 1,545 1,191 116 
ee hE ha TL ve te. vere Hantl 1,427 961 158 
in tion Ree NI a iad Dell iach aie 580 374 70 
IS 9S)... BH UML oe hd) | ESTED 1,240 853 186 
a a NE Oe a Ont Se are en 982 786 104 
(a ye REE I IS en i a 1, 240 1,074 59 
Re rere MEA UOls ON LORS ONL is" 1,150 867 112 
RL AY by siberpntl  neossoott, oy 186 116 
dah el lee i Se a laa a 692 534 32 
SETS ner NE) GO OI Eiht) yk ari 29 17 3 
. og le ares os 7 Raat ly in lal aia 10, 682 7,859 926 
; 
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During the summer and autumn of 1927 each district office carried out a 
many appraisals of these properties as possible with a view to determining th 
present value of the property sold, and this work of revaluation will continu 
as soon as the snow is off the ground and district offices are enabled to carry @ 
their appraisal work. 

The procedure adopted is as follows: The settler submits his applicatior 
in which he indicates the price at which the farm was sold to him, his estimat 
of the present value of the property purchased, and the amount of depreciatio 
which he considers should be deducted from his capital indebtedness. 

The farm in the condition when sold is then appraised at to-day’s valu 
and a summary of the situation prepared for the consideration of the Distrie 
Office Revaluation Committee, which will recommend to the Independer 
Advisory Board an award justified by the evidence. An endeavour is made t 
reach.an agreement with the settler before the case is submitted to the Inde 
pendent Advisory Board, composed of, ordinarily, local heads of mortgage com 
panies, men familiar with the local land situation. ; 

If in agreement with the District Office Advisory Committee, the Advisor 
Board concurs in the award recommended; otherwise, indicates reasons for non 
concurrence. The documents are then submitted to the commissioners of th 
board at Ottawa, who finally decide on the revaluation award and authoriz 
the necessary credit to the account of the settler. ‘ 

The work involved in dealing with the revaluation of properties of approx 
mately eight thousand settlers is very heavy, but is progressing, and it is hope 
that this adjustment will materially increase the number of successful settler 
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COLLECTION OF MUNICIPAL TAXES. ¥ 


One of the chief matters engaging the attention of the board in the pas 
year has been the collection of municipal taxes. While the great majority ¢ 
the settlers have fulfilled their ordinary obligations to the board and are meet 
ing their payments promptly, municipalities have brought to the attention ¢ 
the Government that there is considerable accumulation of arrears of taxe 
and an aggressive policy has been urged upon the board to recover from th 
settlers the amounts due. , 

The strongest argument put forward by the municipalities was with respet 
to privately owned lands purchased by the board for soldier settlers. Thes 
lands were taxable before they were acquired by the board, but when purchase 
by the board, became the property of the Crown and, as such, not taxable, _C 
course, the municipality has the right to assess the settler’s interest in the lan 
and levy taxes against him, as the occupant of the land, but it cannot sell tl 
land for non-payment, as before it was acquired by the board; the result bein 
the municipality is deprived of a powerful weapon to enforce payment. Legall 
the municipality has no claim, but there is perhaps a moral claim, and it- 
with respect to such lands that the board is chiefly concerned in assisting tl 
municipality. ; 

With respect to lands which were Crown lands at the time of the establis! 
ment of the settlers, there has been no change of status. They were not taxab 
before establishment and they remain untaxable; but, as in the case of pw 
chased lands, the interest of settlers is taxable. he 

While the amount of arrears throughout the Dominion has been conside 
able, it was chiefly in the three Prairie Provinces that the loss of revenue bo) 
heavily upon the municipalities and the unfavourable balance has called fort 
strong protest from municipal bodies in the three provinces. In British Colun 
bia and the eastern provinces of the Dominion the tax situation has not been 5 
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lifficult. Municipal officers have been fairly successful in their collections from 
oldier farmers. In the West, however, the collectors have not been so per- 
istent and many soldier settlers have neglected their municipal obligations, 
ising their money for payment in other directions. 

In view of the fact that the collection of taxes from soldier settlers has not 
een consistently followed up and that the arrears have been mounting, the 
yoard decided on a campaign, during the collection period whieh opened on the 
irst of October, to collect overdue taxes and turn them over to the municipali- 
ies. It is determined to place its settlers—at least. those on purchased or 
nortgaged lands—in good standing with the municipalities. The policy of the 
oard as laid down is to collect from its settlers the amount due on principal 
nd ipterest and the other ordinary due payments; 


; In addition the overdue 
axes! This puts a heavier burden on the board than in former years and 


avolves heavy payments on the part of the settlers, but with the unusually 
arge crop returns throughout the whole Dominion, it is felt that a very large 
roportion of the settlers will be able to meet this extra charge. The proceeds 
f the collections which are now coming in will be applied to two objects, 
amely, taxes and due payments. If the setiler makes his complete payment, 
oth the municipality and the board will be fully reimbursed. If he makes 
aly partial payment, the money will be applied first to the account of taxes 
ntil it is fully satisfied and the balance will be applied on due payment. 

__ While meeting the demands of the municipalities in respect to the taxation 
roblem, the board expects that they, in return, will be willing to meet it on the 
gestion of cancellation or omission of penalties, and that they will in future 
ke more effective measures to collect taxes from soldier settlers. On a previous 
seasion provision was made for the clearing up of arrears of taxes when, under 
ié amendment of 1922, all accrued interest, taxes and insurance were consoli- 
ued and the payments spread over a period of 25 years. In that year accumu- 
ted taxes paid by the board and consolidated with account of settlers amounted 


$700,000. 


heh 
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STATISTICAL STATEMENTS 


Toray SETTLEMENT UNDER THE ACT FROM INCEPTION OF THE Boarp ro Dat 


Total 
Total established Total 
District and Province soldier on soldier Indian Total Total 
settlers grant soldier civilian settlemen 
granted entries settlers purchasers under 
a loan without | established the Act 
; - loans 
VAN GOUVEDn chy ite ener onetek = Sent boner 2, 238 175 11 379 2,803 
VGTO Tc ee ie kee ee tos wi came 1, 264 170 1C lo ek aeeee 125 1, 568 
British Columbia.............+-- 3,502 354 11 504 4,371 
Galearve ee oa ee ne eee Beno 3,004 876 2 191 4,073 
HWdmonton: 2 sheets ete hole eee 4,101 3, SOOT Oa eck «cee 397 8,391 
Adberta nie ote 2 FILS: BI 7,105 4,769 2 588 12, 462 
AR GSN Serantetee tine wae ceca POS reais nesta 2,176 1,314 18 197 3,70: 
Saskatoon same reise cs oe okerecrecetrne's 2, 233 COSTR Pate eee 156 on 
PrincevAlbertuirat. hast tA i). of Rees 1,691 OPSOS Mh Hep ha tee ee 230 4, TAC 
= — = 
Saskatchewan...... 6, 100 4,797 18 583 11,498 
Manitobac. omen iane colo arsc Gale losers aes 3,711 2 (216 uc ils dante cee 257 6, 184 
Far Ta Ton lle alate Sauer Al oie pr RIE O79 Ua cee cee 184 924 2, 38% 
Quebeoey.k Ae. Sa es E hte enti ore ADORE Ee 4 159 65: 
New, Brunswick ew. a keemcnten, Hee 719: eal. dawvathic Me yop Mek aoa eines 103 822 
ANTOW: SS COULAL) era ah terriers Were orsnartes AOSTA eaten hci tal| cae epee 55 55: 
Prince Edward Island................-.- BiG > liheestaeeiehe os 5 50 431 
Maritime Provinces: .......0.00+-s6-- 025s 1503) allt emery 5 208 1, 80 
Dominion Motalae pease teeciee 24,480 12,136 224 PA SVE 39, 36: 
SUMMARY 
Total Ps 
adjustment 
cases Net 
Total abandon- total 
Settlers settlement ments, active 
cancel- settleme 
lations, 
repaid 
loans 
Soldier settlers erantedanloan. anne sperine: ator eee ens 24,480 9,703 1a 
Soldier grant entries without loan..............0.0 cess eee eee eens 12,136 5, 667 6,46 
Tdian soldderssethlerscin. tees ce Mer ose. ears occa ioe 224 67 15 
Giciliantpurcbasers.0.0 0k ei penta e eerie toe eer ae 2,523 342 2,18 
THO tRIS Whee votes ea AI Oe HL ee mec meres oe 39, 363 15,779 23, 58: 
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SoLDIER GRANT ENTRIES 


—<—<—<————— 
aaa oel Active Entries 
“ ota abandon- 
: cee soldier ments Granied 
District and Province § grant and ae : 
year, heat | loan Without 
1927 ntries | cancel- a-the loans Total 
to date | lations a.) 
to date See 
pee Pers tS TA ba Odes | le 
IO Sto! ors nies ia ayarevaites craic a oierais Ses the aoe. 5 184 30 9 145 154 
ov eS BI At a ee ea Onn PN § 250 17 71 162 233 
_ British Columbia......0......... 13 434 47 80 | 307 387 
| Ss he une le Walla Sacco 11 314 340 435 536 | 971 
oo OSS aes ga ais eee 149 5,091 2,093 1,198 1,800 2,998 
Beoerta eh Gis aie a ee tid, 188 6,402 2,433 1, 633 2,336 3,969 
5 ey hye! Lay mic nas 87 | 1,615 391 301 993 | 1,204 
Re scr cha is 2 whew Wd aieancstegante 49 812 318 154 340 494. 
Be Stare eh a Net bo 80 3,458 1,346 i 633 1,479 oie 
Saskatchewan................... 216 5,885 1,985 1,088 2,812 3,900 
i ARS Re Se ry, 39 3,036 1, 202 820 1,014 1,834 
MRC ae leat alee Say ol Pee | Ode.) oh 6 
thers aglaw Wess te eee 
(RNG re kat a aed RO Daa it CR eaes Piatatien late 
ah eG TE AU MG oe Pe DS haan eroeanaan tae teee 
(SE oD a Searle NE a aes fe Miers ee nan cia as ae 
eee Le 
Bominion Total..:...4.......... 456 15, 757. 5, 667 3,621 6,469 10,090 
SUMMARY 
Total soldier grant entries to. date...) cji0ds. oo. osseedscccs hoa, 15,757 
Total abandonments and CORCEMATIONS. «kA Ak ys ic DR POR. 5, 667 
; Active soldier settlers on soldier STRNUS: PN e ikki ss SR ce) 10,090 
Soldier grant entries with loan.......00. 060.000... 0.ccceceee-e so. 3,621 
Soldier grant entries RETR OMOAOD IS PAAR ool we yi. 6, 469 
IE OS ete SAG OE: CEN a a 10,090 
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LOANS TO SETTLERS 


Removal of Stock and 
District and Province Land encumbrances| Permanent equipment Total 
purchase on soldier ijmprove- special loans 
settlers’ ments advances, 
land etc. 
fe $ cts. $ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 
WiANGOUVEN Seis ok ea oe eee 5, 936,048 33 285,826 28} 1,313,648 60] 2,550,619 94) 10,086, 14: 
IWendOn net ce hee ere on eee, OO0TZS 210,814 24 894,981 65| 1,375,372 85) 5,895, 76 
British Columbia.......| 9,350,648 61 496,640 52| 2,208,630 25} 3,925,992 79} 15,981, 99 
Maleary. ae, ek asec sates nee 8,899,612 64 391,791 32 1,476,625 08| 4,885,182 24 15,653, 21 
HidnaombOne sear he eae eee 7,252,473 35 408,033 68| 1,669,142 48] 6,115,299 53} 15,444, 94 
PNUD OT LA, occ clon Getcha 16,152,085 99 799,825 00} 3,145,767 56] 11,000,481 77| 31,098, 16 
RG OUNA GL Fame ct mbes etme Nes 6,085,987 37 414,505 47| 1,019,116 71} 3,091,882 08 10,611, 49 
Saskatoonees “cee haces eee 5, 632,889 96 326,327 89) 1,124,500 01! 3,365,466 66] 10,449, 18 
Feninge ALOE bias eee cee eer 2,619,516 41 93,406 28 827,797 12] 2,459,509 67| 6,000, 22 
Saskatchewan........... 14,338,393 74 834,239 64| 2,971,413 84} 8,916,858 41 27,060, 90 
= 
NPA TILO DA ch cto ok +. is oes © 9,259,814 25 187,110 14} 2,445,957 66) 6,096,353 27 17,989, 23 
COMpPATIONN: beret ee here eect 6,303,863 98 194,964 45 448,158 13] 2,144,765 35 9,091, 75 
@Muebeey. st. he se ele = arent pose 1,565,628 37 26,522 08 93,020 64 796,166 90 2,481,338 
Maritime Provinces..........- 3,447,368 83 168,720 72 191,537 22} 1,415,381 41} 5,223,00 
Mead sO tice menmer eet eee eer TET LY eeceh hese cee es oot estrellas | aaa eee 2 
Dominion. totals), 0.2... 60,417,830 87| 2,708,022 55} 11,504,485 30} 34,295,999 90 108, 926, 33 
— 
JAS Exar Verereati onal Bove teen a lh egeetereese ni crcl (aoe araceOre Pnloio IoD ear al ose caoiod a RSC 411, 23 
MP Otalleecern ssisswieee cee 60,417,830 87| 2,708,022 55| 11,504,485 30) 34,295,999 90 109,337, 57 
REVENUE AND REPAYMENTS 

Part 
Fiscal fiscal ye 
District and Province year 1927-192 

1926- 1927 to 
Dee. 31, ! 

$1 cts! ; 
Wan COUIV GT sc MOBs lh dciccs decisis Gee o anclots Sactlc ge dle Sane qe cement keer a roe 363,812 80 284, 57 
eR aLa Dente can rere eR enact a ecact acne tema) oo. alo 191,694 77 144, 94 
British: Colum bias .eeemm ee eae ommris er isaemarina 555,507 57 429, 52 
Ghillez in Wee A Sn ane Sn a cenn Se Masa sooo soem cau sD O00 poe 598,757 88 145, Bi 
BE GUTTD OLE ORE eed ne NE rds Hehe eS RUNO CN Oi Cee Ute > aitoueicte lapels ot eaten relat 591,842 98 496,14 
PGW ssa: EP Sen eh ny Pa Vey oe Com nOseyrs Gace 1,190,600 86 941, 6 
BaP ANA andy cts Ged cisterns axa be utecolh amene or WlA oxlasa eee I aa Pee aa ten ea 574,381 41] 427,88 
ere EOON cic FAS oe dank vue sh pe caaceh os Punk 89 ee ae oe crate eae 498,640 37| 337,81 
IPSINCOPAT OID: serie ine wok lsoeie se ale Siontie te teas ov sty ip PREM hs aoe eneoo tater 324,250 54 245, 5 
dagkeatchewanc..<< gv igeoebenta ete ae 1,397,272 32} 1,011,0 

Se Asacann meus sented » Ltrwt.,,.dc-o banded anaes oka eae eee 503,967 79| 317,95 
CHAT ORIE AI: SOBRE REM gee yoke Sue Grn te Semmens nea eee 405,106 37| 297, 
EG eee a ee err? A ere: crane) tae.) 115,171 11 85, 2% 
MaritIMOIEOWINCES.co.ha. ov unwe ieee omer met Smoke ones wn Aiaieaere Siemstere olchaste tes 176,641 95 9,1 
Mepartment of Indian ALairs) ae cor ps len sce slowne ese on eya tele iolana elelereer enna ei 12,118. 18)... 23am oo 

4,356,386 15] 3,211; 

Empire Settlement Repayments Canadian Government Loan,...... ....-- 17,534 29 fr: 
4,373,920 44 _ b 
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Repari Loans iwFurn 


Repaid Repaid 
ae ; loan by loan and Zou 
District and Province selling continued as 
: farm to farm oan 
ncouver SUS S8S CSc oral otitis Ceara Be eee ee 99 68 167 
7 Sve deot (GBR Si 8 AR ERS raion “ee errcs Aen fs.) 0 Oe Oe cr 26 36 62 
Brigit. Colytn iam? oe cio ts ae bo oc. 125 104 229 
ae ee meres ore! eerimnnletrmy aarp hottie em on 24 70 94 
——TARIOUG ier ass Guo o.6 6a cic ae On Reema ae 49 114 163 
‘3 }) BR DETER cent ea sMaainh «Mah G246 CAvkas's 4s Aes 73 184 257 
i ARERR GS RE Beh ae Se 24 45 69 
re he rr bricterte ciel ricmrtimee nh ae 12 39 51 
EERIE SEE TS Se is | | ene ee re ff 63 70 
Riekabtchewanterrers sts iene rirceec ss. elk 43 147 190 
ra seen acerca eee 5 eee cr 31 27 58 
os NEG oc ude ue Oke ea | rr rr tt 59 170 
i Mo RMR 8 6 14 
NO yh Mee onl uce soc. 24 23 47 
AT Serine ds Rarer poate ed arene oo eae cc 17 25 42 
ce BEI RG 6 BoP clk bs We ss cohen cc sc thee 23 21 44 
EE OV IRGC ieee mt enrtis eins ee. ak 64 69 133 
oA rn nn 455 596 1,051 
ESTATES AND ForEcLOsURES 
(Soldier Settlers) 
Pending Cases 
Land, , 
N Ne ber stock Stock Land ee 
‘ e e a and and sold, aia Total 
District and Province ha . equip- equip- stock ack adjust- 
4 fetal: ment ment and ed ment 
4 Pe Le sold, but sold, equip- PRS cases 
F ee ' ocu- land ment a ie 
a” ments not not Oe 
not yet sold sold gold 
‘ complete 
LS? eR iar Si alates iar 346 24 267 60 170 867 
ss  cR 104 24 ici lp Ailey te Bee oa 17 426 
7 ee 
British Columbia..... 450 48 548 60 187 1, 293 
cca REND GS CREE SRE es oa 340 70 367 26 145 948 
ROIS OF AI Are asf ayy. 464 226 491 29 121 1,331 
Mrs ca 804 296 858 55 266 2,279 
a 234 22 313 14 135 718 
7 ae ae hr 225 53 249 10 80 617 
ees 150 2 189 4 69 414 
Saskatchewan.................. 609 77 751 28 284 1,749 
A ee a 1,220 15 394 1,915 
|S cays onsecae rr 226 56 93 72 133 580 
So OR 185 9 60 5 29 288 
SE aia GOD acre 73 14 23 279 
Me ss... Oia eters aos 45 4 29 169 
@@dward Island.................. Sah Loe eae tes 2G 6 9 100 
Mie PLOVINCeS..................... SSI eral See ge = 145 24 61 548 
BHominion total................. 2,878 486 3,675 259 1,354 8, 652 
Percentage of loans granted in adjustment.......... 35-3 
Percentage of adjustment cases completely sold out 33°3 
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Estates AND FORECLOSURES 


CIVILIAN PURCHASERS 


Cases in Adjustment 


District and Province Number 


Total of he es 
gases, | pending | 79% 
out cases 
NT a NE OU ET sic es adres aerator snaonerte tae are ctons pM nehetopetstis 3 sFe lo taled 279 13 18 
BUSS TTOTIE 2.2. Lis -cdoteice, cans. vere a ble Croke rete sates Pais op terse LO Gyal A. Beas ae ii 
British Columbia paeereesekn ceiver et 504 13 29 
Cilla pene Cell acer tobe sa Gauicc DR ROO a gpLSedoo3 191 Tia 21 
TEVGUITNO TAC © Tove Sesser sah Ovo te rae rede eve ae mee rte Petot eG) eaten 397 11 39 
DN ayes adele eNREe ae rrctnie, Gocictes OOD DID uO 588 22 60 
IRS he RI ois GO OR ora ORI Sink ic Bam ap canoe aLDomand - 197 9 22 
CSP en GLO) 1 Reranch APTI ciate Hem Hig clo at Siok 156 6 4 
IPPAN GO UAMDET tee Be si hain eke BAe ae beeen creas gets 230 8 8 
SUA RO BVGn EE Te Oi & oe oe ielcian s ple Gwe odo Dh 583 23 34 
IME ATUL Dalits tearsteenneeteie ecb ee reo ee dn MA yee ae 257 6 FO 
ONTATION So ee i aca. s bh RP tel oot s as otetemerseermye rue 224 6 21 
Quebec ree a keen coe eae mcrae tet 159 13 8 
INGy elgsaibitchve ol cake etd eee co Re cna pn ote lo are 103 1 5 
ING SCObIAME: sate. okies See eee te eta en Rertren ar 55 7 4 
Prince Haward Island). 5.6.6 anes hac eet here 50 3 3 
ia ritine serOvanCesicicscss cs onscreen ioe enter rae 208 11 12 
WWOmMINION TOLAlee ase eee toe ee 2,523 94 214, 
ESTATES AND FORECLOSURES 
LAND SALES 
Cost to Selling Balan 
the Board price > 


$ cts. $ cts. $ . x 
2,878 cases land and stock and equipment completely sold...| 10,005,091 82} 10,530,379 79|Cr. 525,2 
486 cases land and stock and equipment sold (documents ; 


NOUICOMMPLELS)o, Wieetae orate ee ee me peneee eeererarae 1,707,569 32} 1,660,235 00)Dr. 4 
259 cases land sold, stock and equipment not sold......... 1,081,589 87| 1,016,312 74|Dr. 
RAGLAN WUTS ESOL ee ctor ferent tale inlels Biya tote ole teenie 12,794,251 O1| 13,206,927 53}/Cr. 4 
SUMMARY = 
Selling price of 3,623 farm: Units... 4. ¢ osname = = ee en amen ele $13, 206,927 53 ; 
(Qiao Cel WR 4 Se: bk oie cic CO Meme rc ...idlorap Bee Somben *Neinn rc 12,794,251 OL 
Trg UC SGA OIS Gan Sena « o Seaden cooiae soo one oc. $ 412,676 52 
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Estates AND ForEcLOSURES 
TOTAL LANDS RESOLD BY DISTRICTS 
Number 
District and Province of Cost to the Selling Balance 
units Board price 

$ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 

NOME ate R Tee ee LAU. Bn A eh lye a: 430 1,658,354 97] 1,627,737 88]Dr. 30,617 09 
CEES » epiiqdigigns Pariggair ieee Cae mais Rae Ne MS arm 128 503,292 18 505,849 40/Cr. 2,557 22 
British Columbia........ 558 2,161,647 15} 2,133,587 28]Dr. 28,059 87 


gary’ 1d ME, FEAR Te ML Se 436 | 1,838,872 81] 1,911,683 00/Cr. 72,810 19 
MTN 20. ox avers upecdet andana tt APRA: 719 | 2,173,306 67| 2,366,590 69/Cr. 193,284 02 
Alberta: <sc.n. 1,155 | 4,012,179 48] 4,278,273 69/Cr. 266,094 21 
aie ae ee Ee a 270 | 1,044,724 83] 1,206,759 85/Cr. 162,035 02 
EMR MAE tr a, 288 | 1,063,267 99} 1,129,382 14/Cr. 66.114 15 
MDE Eien Sete inet ie age ye poe es 156 420,679 54, 489,346 54/Cr. 68.667 00 
Sdskavehewan “wee Ui no ee 714 | 2,528,672 36] 2,825,488 53/Cr. 296,816 17 
ener MMR Pe 301 1,166,721 16} 1,129,078 33/Dr. 37,642 83 
(cee Nema lar pele a ce a a 354 | 1,282,616 98} 1,321,015 31/Cr. 38.398 3 
ee 199 793,128 00] 682,582 48]Dr. 110.545 F2 
MnWICke! tl Se. te ede sale, sh 183 462,476 92} 459,982 87/Dr. 2.494 05 
I ee ee nee 95 245,827 94) 227,138 65/Dr. 18,689 29 
Meetward Island: :......................... 64 140,981 02 149,780 39!Cr. 8,799 37 
ME PrOVINCOS 6. seb s sci essed ic ecle, 342 849,285 88] 836,901 91/Dr. 12.383 97 
Womtamon total: :.e6 2) ec Se0seu cts s4, 3,623 | 12,794,251 01] 13,206,927 53/Cr. 412,676 52 
atl eee OE TN 
; . SUMMARY 
LIU M EE: As ae, San kc re 8, 652 
+4 Deora reaptdne nk erat ears OTe eS 3,623 
d Total farms reserved for British Empire Settlement....... 1,918 nail 
4 Poti farineon hand ee BP. ee ce Sy alia 
: 5 
i EsTaTES AND FoRECLOSURES 
4 STOCK AND EQUIPMENT SALES 
ca 4 Number | Disburse- Receipts on +s 
District and Province bitbesines midis Ao Deficit 
$ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 
EE a 637 583,525 02/ 264,537 31 318, 987 71 
ET. ee i EO 409 390, 664 31 159,992 84| 230,671 37 
Britis Columbia.cue. cs. 1,046 974,189 33 424,530 15] 549,659 08 
Pee. ee ee 777 | 1,087,373 97) 412,186 76| 675,187 21 
RE ere ee 1,181 1,527,756 95 644,666 72 883,090 23 
«hy I) RR eae a 1,958 | 2,615,130 92/ 1,056,853 48| 1,558,277 44 
ee Eo tre a 569 611,932 57| 287,733 39} 374,199 18 
aS Re ar ee ai ie 527 660,004 89} 279,231 441 380,773 45 
ye dee ee te 341 395,210 39 169,895 93 225,314 46 
Me Saskatchowan....................... 1,437 | 1,667 147 85| 686,860 76| 980,287 09 
eck cows nce, “1,506 | 2,096,670 70| 623,675 05| 1,472,995 65 
Me te 375 374,214 97/ 191,034 25] 183,180 72 
ME ee 254 372,158 42} 181,489 09! 190, 669 33 
Me noes hk 463 389,737 46 189,887 42} 199,850 04 
We Dominion total,..................... 7,039 | 8,489,249 55/ 3,354,330 20| 5,134,919 35 
eae See i 
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SuMMARY 
Total cases where stock and equipment has been SOM 7. Re. week 7,039 
Total cases where stock and equipment on hand RITISOLG hs cu) ocntedennsteenbepe= 1,613 
Total adjustment Cases...........eceeeec eerste e eee tee ees 8,652 
Disbursements aerciereateroe suevsh saved ereeouenoseraucter eve epotek ev ofayexo¥. sabaienetetev eke ete Rr eater te $ 8,489,249 55 
Peeceapts iis iin sth os eee eseisicke etoinie ei eye egraren lemgrixer epi nile ated cact 3,354,330 20 
Deficitite fie bao. Aikac ie kee be omneete ye biets eeeEyee eke $ 5,134,919 35 


EstTaTES AND FORECLOSURES 


REVENUE FROM LEASE RECEIPTS, SALE OF CROPS OR STANDING HAY DURIWN! 
CALENDAR YEAR, 1927 


District and Province 


AAT RTO Ee tele Mn RE CO Ons peel yom 7.3 Oracionn tan Up somare anit 7 0O5 
Were ee cies oh ieelaciss» BIR RE RBIS «ey edie, Petters siiocelayobebe anernzgly Sickigs inrcles =) eee naha a cd 
Be itishi Column black, Hake ie) dee ie ests ovens cate eel ciere rears pei 
Galgaxyit conte Soha: (la | PS SAS ODER 2. RR ete toe oie sey ce aia 
Ea@montons-ceee «- UE Moves Wee eee he Seats Maoh yc ge apa 
PR Dyer tai cse ctw ale with sg haw te ie oecce te carol eTREe ES 1 peice Sta Sa Soa Neto he erent at 
D2 sah Wy aae anon Adee Ts Be ROB DocauOa tr aron CMOS SHR ageD roo aE CnoaoR Dou ans onto: 
Saskatoon. Nomen ors cae pare eee peg cecurncepcjoe signe pine shar pr mers ihe Teaoala ae 
Prince Alberteccane see ocn ene ea eee isreinetorsrs Sole vn Win eementetb es viseE 578 Beare 
Galslca t che walle ne coe ae este clears cle) ecoe ole ae soksleng olesesoiroeteseretol eleraneloaens 
Wamitobas isc. aicnede cade cele croe dice cance pate igicgenc ttc > aueege eas iebai a laa ens renca aici 
(Oy rh nee ee hee a SAP clad Aciaais Orin Radios ccm bia roc. Sho Ors OOUIgGY 
Quebec. .o. oc. vestaoseneneeo sess BOR Rge SEGA ee PES TUPAC Sa rs os See ee 
Maritime Provinces. ccs ciyons nists sveetstavere ica) xe ley ora otra yolea tslatoltcaet stoner ee ietass 
Dominion totals occa cctacse oe slo ae ier esiejo ster ie tates apeyors rele steneteeaareeioters 
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iT ee ee cee 8 iem callers voile io ede a 
tile 2 eer ee St -  orak “poagisn wou jo secure ae SRD erotics les esha 2 4. -pahroaayo eubigeon ade poasamime 
ie Be od ce aye Seige Pere 72 reg poate utp 49 aacienes i Pca oe SA a Geese bel ae 2}up 0} poaoadde sorpiuryy Jo 1oquInny 
AUYUVNWAS 
Sra pea a! 8L6 O¢T 66 (62 ‘\orT 1Sx4 &$ 198 ‘FT 886 Gg 609 ‘T BLE S38 898 Hg eo aie = SO fa 
ee eat o¢ se iste ee oF SF sie'e: -  |ge 8-¢ sie og 8 LL urtsieesseeeeees -groorqragg 
6 9G SEG 8L #6 &9 TST 806 6g 698 ‘ST 166 8°¢ 698 ‘T S&S 68 FE ©. £ eo OMoroy, 
9 GE £0E OST aie GL T2T Sst 69 928 ‘8T Ore GG 619 ‘T F0E OIT PIP Bee rate OOALTUL AK 
g 6E 9FG SOT {66 bY SFT 806 09 LL FT 102 Bote 966 °T 9FG 6L SCE ee oe Staab OLSON, 
v (a T&G POT 66 86 T6I 88T 99 CSP ST 60G FG TPO ‘T T&S $8 GIs ee haa tooreyseg 
g 6 COT oh |e ler —|eor LFI 8¢ S196 get G-g 116 oOr oe 008 Trees" «<a y9qry eouLET 
4 21 8lP O6T = |LTa TZ SFG SIP $9 31908 PPP 8°¢ PLL S 8LP eFT 169 esabee! a COVUOUI pa, 
9 al ove ams lrer ex eat ard el 86L‘ec loge Ig 199'T laze 18 eI hee a Chapa a) 
ae OF LT ¢9 SE &T dt OF T¢ SéL 026 ‘2 oP 6h OTE ¢9 Bi 82 (85 BS AE NOWIa Ks 
4 SS SPS (0) ST) 0g 8tT 606 1OTF OFT ‘StF LAT #-¢ 696 ‘T 8G LL SCE ee eee: 7 JOATIOOUG A, 
ae ryowee S[BATIIB ; O0TAIOS eoue meas upunys Jo sro or ie ° poaordde | 2ulTres S18P 
ae nq wero, | 226E | 9B6E | SOT | “sey | -reaxcy ee onda Lae sae yequmnu |} Surpurig pedbaies tas Be ie haseres c 
“Brteo | taeep qunowYy jerquireay TROL 
eres) Saitek speALy YIU sorprurey [ede SIOY ION sqnog " suoreordde Ajrureg 
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AG a ea cs TL 


LATIVE Cost of Field Supervision as Between Soldier Land Settlement and 
General Land Settlement from April 1, 1927, to September 30, 1927 


Number of Visits Time Spent on Visits Mileage 
Soldier Land General Land Total 
District Soldier | General Settlement Settlement ou Soldier | General 
Land | Land Total Land Land Total 
Settle- | Settle- No. No. No. | Settle- | Settle- he 
ment | ment of Per- of Per- of ment ment 


hours | centage] hours centage] hours 


BEVEL 060005 « 2,413) 2,994) 5,407] 1,953 39-9] 2,936 60-1] 4,889 22,822 34,377 57,199 
5h aaa eee 1,365} 1,708} 3,073) 1,141 37-5} 1,902 62-5} 3,043 18,586 30,977} | 49,563 
BSclos ss. 5s. 3,186} 7,009] 10,195} 3,110 30-2] 7,197 69-8} 10,307 44,440) 102,711] ~ 147,151 
10) Ae 2,528/ 4,876] 7,404] 2,880 32-8) 5,911 67-2} 8,791 30,395 62,274 92, 669 
ive... Gites re 3,658| 5,824] 9,482/ 3,967 Sic roel 62-9} 8,798 54, 868 93,057} 147,945 
ton seunt 2,693) 3,995] 6,688] 3,246 40-4) 4,796 59-6] 8,042 41,972 61,920} 103,892 
e Albert...... 1,787] 2,441] 4,228) 2 483 EADS SiR 59-1] 6,058 30, 704 44,368 75,072 
BME 2s 5,668] 8,585] 14,253] 4,937 38-0] 8,070 62-0} 13,007 69,854) 113,973] 183,827 
ees. s |) 2,779). 5.551 8,330] 3,507 34-8! 6,568 65-2} 10,075 74,161} 138,944) 213,105 
‘| eee 288 667 955 287 32-7 591 67-3 878 4,294 8,839 13, 133 
ime 

MINCES........ 1,196} 4,863] 6,059} 1,186 17-6] 5,554 82-4) 6,740 14, 733 68,976 83,709 


— 


ninion total. 27,561] 48,513! 76,074] 27,997 34-7) 52,631 65-3} 80,628} 406,849} 760,416 1, 167, 265 


Administration Expenses, April 1, 1927, to September GLO? hs 


is ere lesion ee). rn Ne a. oot cucsarcdag ine Mees vey: $321, 800 00 
General Ieee SOI SE US Eclat acta 8 Ad RED GN EI A A> 352,200 00 


STAFF 


The number of staff at head office and districts, including those employed 
he field at December 31, 1927, was 532. 

The peak load was reached in June, 1920, when the total staff of the board 
1,579. 

Since June, 1920, up to December 31, 1927, the staff has been reduced by 
i or 66 per cent. 


Salary 
District Male Female Total cost per 
annum rate 


$ cts. 

71 cc SB ee ae Ha RR ER 30 9 39 69,229 32 
IE ess ite Se Pau wma, Ae eine. a 19 5 24 44,029 92 
EE eae CO an Nagra twos se kook |. 34 13 47 81,679 92 
5 UE RES ORES SERIE A Once en Dat NEPA 44 21 65 105,939 96 
ha IRSA 9 Ga Danae Oe i 28 10 38 71,129 76 
RR Pater. ye VL 28 10 38 66,139 92 
ERIN tO OG I 20 9 29 48,715 92 
MG arse ce Peeps ey tec ALS 40 18 58 98,666 16 
CC EEE OR NIE en aD th tt RIOR gia Bin ca SRN 27 10 37 68,248 20 
oh TERRE RERES Reea eh neat a eee a ROG Ch 4 2 6 10, 260 00 
(TTR A Can nearest tat Seen Ty 18 i 25 44,823 00 
a TERR EIR et CSRS: tana ei al 87 39 126 238,606 20 
Peeinion: totals :t) 0). ye eed 379 153 532 947,468 28 


i RO NSE sic a Ao ka AP Ad vd ee LA a 


the total number of staff , 71 per cent are males. 
e total male employees, 92 per cent are returned soldiers. 
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LAND SETTLEMENT 


' SEVENTH REPORT OF THE SOLDIER 


SETTLEMENT BOARD OF 
CANADA 


DECEMBER 31, 1928 


OTTAWA 
, F, A. ACLAND 
‘a PRINTER TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 
| 1929 


; 
: 


His Excellency the Right Honourable Viscount Willingdon, G.C.F.L., 


G.C.M.G., G.C.1.E., Governor General and Commander in Chief of the 
Dominion of Canada. 


is) 


fay 1r Pumase Your EXce.iency: 


_ The undersigned has the honour to present to Your Excellency the seventh 
eport of the Soldier Settlement Board of Canada on its activities and opera- 
ions from January 1, 1928, to December 31, 1928. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
ROBERT FORKE, 
Minster of Immigration and Colonization. 


TTAWA, February 1, 1929. 


Orrawa, January 31, 1929. 


~ 


To the Honourable 
the Minister of Immigration and Colonization. 
The Soldier Settlement Board of Canada submits its seventh report on 
activities and operations from January 1, 1928, to December 31, 1928. 
odd pechoRAPERA YS 
Chairman. — a 
““B. J. ASHTON, 
Commissioner. 


S. MABER, 
Commissioner. 


THE SOLDIER SETTLEMENT BOARD 


z The Soldier Settlement Board was organized in 1917 by authority of an 
Act to assist returned soldiers in settling upon Dominion lands. In 1919 a new 
Act was passed, the purpose of which was to assist returned soldiers in settling 
either on Dominion lands or purchased farms. 

7 ii was a scheme evolved for re-establishment purposes, and at the same 
me ‘for the relief of a situation that was developing through the rapid demobi- 
ization of the Canadian Army. The throwing into the labour market of so 
many workers was leading to a critical unemployment situation. 

At the close of the war 315,000 men were returned from overseas. Of these 
ver 30,000 were taken care of by the Land Settlement plan, some of them 
emporarily, but most of them permanently. A number were induced to take 
Ip homestead and soldier grant lands and this had the effect of relieving the 
ituation in which many of the soldiers were placed. Of the 16,000 who took 
ip homesteads and soldier grants less than 6,000 eventually abandoned them. 
There are now on these soldier grant lands over 10,000 Canadian returned 
oldiers, of whom over 3,600 received loans from the Board. 

_ It developed early, however, that there would not be enough free lands to 
upply the demands of demobilized veterans who desired to go on farms. Such 
ands, advantageously situated and suitable in other ways for the establishment 
f returned soldiers, were limited as to numbers. Therefore, a policy of land 
urchase in all the provinces of the Dominion was adopted to meet the situation. 
_ Soldier settlers were required to select the farms that they desired the 
+ to purchase for them. After the farms were selected they were inspected 
nd appraised. Prices were put on them by independent committees comprising 
wen recognized as authorities on land values through their association with 

h and mortgage companies, or men who had a special knowledge of agricul- 
re in their district. 

_ The number of returned soldiers established on land with or without loans 
i These men were, for the time being at least, removed from the 


ics 


ssity of any further concern on the part of the public. 

_ It is quite true, and it was expected, that a number of these would not be 
lecessful, but, when we find that after ten years about 24,000 are making their 
ving in agricultural pursuits, the scheme on the whole can be pronounced a 
CCess. 

_ Another side of the project is this: Over 6,000,000 acres of land have been 
sught or homesteaded by soldier settlers. The average cost of the land is about 
Yan acre. It is a fair estimate that of the 6,000,000 acres, at least 2,000,000 
res have been brought into a state of cultivation by the efforts of the settlers. 

also a fair estimate that the average annual crop production of the 2,000,000 

es is worth at least $10 an acre; so that soldier settlers have made a very 
contribution to the wealth of this country. 
It would appear that the weeding out process is about complete, and that 
€ who are now on the land are reasonably stabilized. It is true there have 
losses because of the unfortunate years of 1921, 1922, and 1923, which 
ted soldier settlers in common with other farmers, and anyone who has 
led those years knows the great losses agriculturists sustained. 

Hifty per cent of the returned soldiers are meeting their payments in full, 
fy per cent are meeting their payments in part, and the balance, for the 
5) 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT BOARD OF CANADA 
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reason that all sections of the country are not prosperous at one and the same 
time, as all agriculturists know, have not been able to pay. This has been the 
yearly average of the Dominion, but different settlers have been adversely 
affected each year. 

Three thousand reverted soldier settlers’ farms have been sold to civilian 
purchasers and over twenty-five hundred have been sold or are in process 0! 
being sold to British families. A systematic endeavour has been organized tc 
sell as many of these lands as possible during the coming year. In certain dis- 
tricts conditions are such that sales cannot be effected, and in these districts the 
farms will be leased where possible in order to preserve the board’s security t 
the best advantage. By careful supervision of these leased lands it is hopet 
that they can be brought back to a state of cultivation where sales will be mor 
easily made. 7 
The Tax Situation be 

Considerable progress has been made towards the solution of the tax situa: 
tion. The land to which title is held by the Government of Canada, as repre 
sented by the Soldier Settlement Board, is not subject to taxation, but th 
Minister of Immigration and Colonization has taken a fair and. sympatheti 
attitude and has agreed that wherever a settler is living on lands purchased fo: 
him through the Soldier Settlement Board taxes will be paid. In the case of ¢ 
settler who has not paid his taxes, the Soldier Settlement Board does so ant 
charges the amount against the settler. 

In cases where purchased lands have reverted to the board the policy 1 
laid down that if the land is revenue producing by way of rental the then cur 
rent year’s taxes will be a charge against the net rental received. 

Taxes on homesteads present a different problem. They were not taxabl 
prior to entry. Each parcel of land must be considered and surveyed separately 
As an act of grace, where conditions warrant, taxes are paid. 

In all cases, as stated above, where lands are now held by the boar 
determined efforts are being made either to sell or to rent these lands, as 1 
ss the desire of the Board that they should be made tax paying. 

General Land Settlement : . 

The Land Settlement Branch was formed to establish migrants coming t 
Canada under the different agreements and policies entered into by the Depart 
ment of Immigration and Colonization. Briefly these agreements are:— i 

Under the 3,000 British Family Scheme families are settled on farms the 
had been purchased for soldier settlers who for various reasons had given thet 
up. These reverted farms are fair to good as to soil, and have been kept in 
reasonably satisfactory state of cultivation. As is well known there was 0 
ereat demand for farm land during the years 1923, 1924 and 1925. An agree 
ment was entered into with the British Government for the selection by Cana 
dian immigration authorities in the Old Country of 3,000 families to settle 0 
them, the British Government to provide the necessary funds for stock an 
equipment. The duty of the. Land Settlement Branch is to select the farms, t 
make necessary repairs to buildings to fit them for occupancy and to put th 
Jand into a fair state of cultivation. On the arrival of the families they al 
met by Land Settlement officials and taken to their proposed homes whet 
preparations have already been made for their reception by individuals ¢ 
organizations in the neighbourhood. ie 

After being established in their homes settlers are visited by the fiel 
supervisor who makes arrangements for employment and for the purchase ( 
stock and equipment. In the first year several visits are paid to see wi 
progress is being made. In their second year, if progress warrants, they a 
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LAND SETTLEMENT 

OER PTR TTBS FNP A awesome encase pee 
Batty established and stock bought for them with the money provided by the 
British Government. Very close supervision is given in order that proper 
methods of cultivation and care of stock may be adopted. 
Up to the end of December, 1928, two thousand nine hundred and ninety- 
seven of these families had come to Canada, in all 16,804 individuals, They 
brought with them about a million dollars of their own money, and it was 
the duty of the supervisors to see that this money was spent in a useful and 
economical way. At present there are 2,504 active families on farms. These 
families are given close supervision by the board. 

Under the 500 New Brunswick Family Settlement Scheme ninety-five 
aifies arrived in 1928. They comprise 627 individuals and they brought with 
them about $26,000. The same attention and aftercare is being given to these 
families as in the case of the 3,000 Family Scheme. In the New Brunswick 
family project the provincial Government supplies the land, the British Govern- 
ment the money for stock and equipment, and the Land Settlement Branch 
the care and supervision. 

The Land Settlement Branch has also placed throughout Canada a number 
of married farm workers, single farm workers and what are known as trainees; 
hat is, those who have undergone ‘a certain amount of training in Great Britain. 
Phe total so placed in 1928 was 2,616. It must not be forgotten that the Board’s 
luties do not end with the placement of these workers, They are given care 
ind attention, being visited at times to see how they are getting on, and when 
mployment conditions are not suitable on both sides other situations have to 
e provided for them. Adjustments in regard to wages also have to be arranged. 
_ Numbers of British migrants are brought out by various organizations. 
Phese organizations are responsible for their placement on arrival, but the Land 
ettlement Branch arranges for their aftercare, such as securing further 
mployment and adjusting differences which may arise between them and their 
mployers. The number of cases looked after by the Land Settlement Branch 
1 1928 was 5,460. : 

_ Another activity of the Land Settlement Branch is making investigations 
or the admission of alien immigrants. In 1928 the branch made 1,335 of these 
estigations. 

_ During the year 4,315 farmers in Canada nominated persons in Britain to 
in them in the capacity of domestic servant or farm worker. It is necessary 
)make an investigation as to whether the applicant has sufficient accommoda- 
on, or is in a position to pay adequate wages. There were nominations for 
= household workers and 2,971 nominations for agricultural workers. 


‘ The following ‘report deals with the activities of the board during the 
ulendar year 1928. J. G. RATTRAY, 
» 3 Chairman, Soldier Settlement Board. 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OPERATIONS 


é Since the commencement of the board’s operations, 31,360 returned soldiers 
We availed themselves of the privileges of the Soldier Settlement Act. Of 
ese 24,708 were granted loans and 6,652 made soldier grant entries without 


8. The loans made to these soldier settlers have amounted to $110,755,947.58 
Tollows:— 


Purchase of land 


Pia yp mae els Step meer. nn D Ey. carers Sore ld has Reet $ 60,444,970 00 


Peoee er CUCNCHIMODTANCSS.. <a ye 2,715,483 95 
Permanent Mproversentetd HN. AML GUIIIOS | Sata 11,561,847 29 
Stock and OO RENE OE ae Rn riers ce Said ok Bs aces blo oceocss creo! 35,608,723 28 
Endian Soldier Settlement...) 11007770701 424,923 06 
aOR ee eg ee ee $ 110,755,947 58 


ef 
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Loans to new soldier settlers having been curtailed for some years, pra 
tically all of the loans now made by the board are short date advances fo 
taxes, insurance premiums, seed and feed, etc., these being repayable out 0 
the next season’s crop. i 

The amount loaned has been substantially reduced during the board’ 
operations, the amount of capital at present due to the treasury bein: 
_$81,573,517.84, this now being the public investment which the board is calle 
upon to administer. 

Each year the board turns into the treasury a substantial amount of money 
Since its inception, loan payments turned in have totalled $39,119,783.05. O 
this amount $12,141,281.54 is revenue, being interest payments. During th 
calendar year 1928 payments received amounted to $4,943,489.18 of whie 
$2,117,273.09 was interest. B 

A majority of soldier settlers continue to meet their financial obligation 
to the Board in a satisfactory manner, and when the revaluation of land a 
authorized by Parliament is completed, the assistance so given should substan 
tially increase the number of successful settlers. 3 

Since establishment 1,266 settlers have been able to repay their whole dek 
to the board, and have been given clear title to the land and chattels purchase 


for them. 8 

During the collection year 1927-1928 settlers paid 66°9 per cent of th 
amount due. The highest percentage of payments was received from the Regin 
district, covering the southern part of Saskatchewan, and was 79 per cent; th 
second highest being the Edmonton district, for the northern part of Albert 
with 74:8 per cent. A considerable number of settlers were able, because ( 
favourable returns for the year, to make prepayments over and above t 
amount due, the number being 3,778 and the amount $846,593.16. Of the settle: 
who had payments due and numbering 15,926, 88-6 per cent made payments 1 
the board, leaving only 1,821 settlers who made no payments. ; 

A considerable amount has already been received by the board on accowl 
of the payments which fell due last fall, $2,354.867.80 having been collecte 
representing payments from 10,632 settlers. Further payments will be collecté 
by the board as the settlers receive returns for the:r crop and produce, and it 
anticipated that an additional two million dollars will be paid in before tl 
close of the collection year on June 30 next. ‘ 

Were the loaning of money to soldier settlers and the placing of them ¢ 
farms upon which they would remain during the whole twenty-five years | 
their contract, all that is involved, the board’s administration would be con 
paratively simple. In common, however, with the experience of other loanil 
institutions lending money under similar conditions, it is found that there a 
recurrent sales of the one parcel of land, each resale running for a further peri¢ 
of twenty-five years. Until such time as the board is satisfied that the ne 
purchaser is able to carry on with his contract, the same inspectional seryvie 
must be maintained as in the case of the original sale, so that the public inves 
ment of eighty-one million dollars in land and chattels may be safeguarde 
For example, a settler who has been ten years upon the land decides to assi 
his contract. Another settler sells part or all of his property under ‘ripattl 
agreement. Still another decides to give up farming for one reason or ano i¢ 
and leave his holding. All of these recurrent sales must be attended to, al 
carried to a satisfactory conclusion. Land and chattels temporarily on t 
board’s hands pending resale must be taken care of, and the land made rever 
producing where possible, by way of lease. 
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_ Although much detailed field supervision work is required, especially in the 
intenance of the chattel security, the cost of administration is well under 
per cent of the present public investment in soldier land settlement. 


| 


i 


sales of Land 


_ During the ten years of the board’s operations, resales of land have been 
nade, or are now in the course of completion in 6,565 cases. The Board has 
az an increasing demand for farm land in the last two years, due partly to 
avourable crop conditions, and partly to the development of the country, 
articularly in the Peace River district and in the northern Saskatchewan 
trict. An additional impetus has been given to land sales through the immi- 


| mw to the Dominion of British families under the 3,000 family and other 
chemes. 

_ Farms were leased last year, either on a crop share or straight rental basis, 
1 2573 cases. The revenue received from such leases during the year was 


207,877.26. 
E 


-.. : 
iedier Grant Entries 


During the year 754 soldier grant entries were filed on. The total of active 
ler settlers on soldier grants is 10,273 and of these 3,621 have been granted 
S. 


r 


approved tariff companies and $4,129,182 is carried in approved mutual 
1 This insurance covers the Board’s properties in the following 


Perracuhge: | Dovensia. Maree wosl) Yo. orsamuntee. @ Lud art $ 21,499,369 00 
MRR BACeguipment eto ry ts ey eae 1,008,115 00 
i Beeereeoldvarwiraresy POV CT ES POLS EUV IIT BI 694, 662 00 
Memeniacn Prodite. ho wales, et aghtiunoos “ett yi Noles 161,196 00 


__ The insurance in the tariff companies is written at a cost for the triennial 
110d of $431,850, or at a rate of approximately seventy-five cents per hundred 
llars annually. while the insurance in the mutual companies costs $86,946, but 
is estimated on a premium note basis which does not represent the actual 
cost of the insurance carried. 

The fire loss ratio on the board’s insurance for the past year continues to 
mpare favourably with general farm business, the losses for the year 
lounting to $106,515, or 46 per cent, compared with the Dominion rate for the 
1927 of 68-89 per cent, this being the last year for which figures are now 

e. 


an Soldier Settlers 


The total of 24,708 to whom loans were granted includes 224 Indian 
settlers whose loans are administered by the Department of Indian 
‘airs. They are distributed as follows:— 


i raneoscdiaed Plan sat, ok tic arts ofa. cnlaeaeake 5 
EIGCHOE ttt mane at, bate tiie ee tee Lo ee 

Ceterrmciy, Bi iw It Pete 2855 UMD 184 
Bashetrhawendteree im. isi)». ears) Pee... .dyenoel. othe... 18 
PIT FR MERE Re, hoe ee) cite a ke 2 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT BOARD OF CANADA 


Sixteen Indian soldier settlers have repaid their loans in full. Si 
one have failed to stay with their farms. The department of Indian Affan 
resold forty-five farms and sixteen farms are still to be disposed of. — 


Revaluation of Soldier Lands ‘: 


The revaluation of soldier ~settlers’ lands is proceeding under t 
authority of the amendment to the Soldier Settlement Act passed in 192 
The field appraisal work is well advanced, and a large number of awa 
have been made and confirmed. ’ 

The revaluation legislation provides that the depreciation in val 
shall be the amount by which, through no neglect or mismanagement on tl 
part of the settler, the price at which the board agreed to sell the land ar 
improvements to the settler exceeds the present value, and that the amoul 
of depreciation together with accrued interest thereon shall be credited to # 
settler’s account as on the standard date in 1925. J 

All settlers have been considered as eligible to make application f 
revaluation whose agreements to purchase land from the board have n 
been terminated, who have not assigned or transferred their interest in # 
land and who have not repaid their debt to the board. A settler who 
agreement has been terminated but whose land has not been disposed of mi 
apply to the board for reinstatement, and in the event of his applicati 
ae anaes such settler is deemed to be eligible for the revaluation 
his land. i 

The revaluation procedure is as follows:— th fl 

The settler submits his application in which he indicates the price at whi 
the farm was sold to him by the board, his estimate of the present value of t 
property and the amount of depreciation which he considers should be deduct 
from his capital indebtedness. : 

The farm in its condition when sold to the settler is then appraised on t 
basis of present value and a summary of the result prepared for the consider 
tion of the District Office Revaluation Committee. 4 

The award recommended by that committee is reviewed by an independe 
Advisory Board, composed ordinarily. of mortgage company executives famili 
with the local land situation in the district concerned, and outstanding agric 
turists. HA 
When these committees reach an agreement an award is recommended 
the board, otherwise reasons for non-concurrence are submitted. x 

All documents pertaining to the case are then submitted to the comm 
sioners of the board at Ottawa, who finally decide on the amount of the reval 
tion award to be granted, and authorize the necessary credit to the account 
the settler. e 

Ten thousand six hundred and eighty-two settlers who agreed to purehé 
land from the board are eligible for the revaluation of such land, eight thousa 
one hundred and seventy-three of whom made application for revaluation. _ 

Appraisal work in the field was carried on throughout the season of 19: 
with the result that 6,968 of these properties have been reappraised. In W 
reappraisal work careful consideration has been given to improvements ma 
by the settler himself subsequent to purchase, as well as to the question of apt 
ciation in value attributable to good farming methods followed by the sett 

Of the 6,968 properties appraised to date the amount of depreciation bh 
been determined in 3,080 cases and final awards in connection therewith ha 
been approved by the board. Settlers have signified their consent t 
board’s decision in 2,602 of these cases. r 
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Where a settler disagrees with the decision of the board in connection with 
the revaluation of the land held by him, simple and informal procedure has been 
provided with a view to the reference of such cases to the Exchequer Court. 

_ Notification to the settler of the amount of the award granted is accom- 
panied by information to the effect that he has the right to appeal, together with 
an “ante of the appeal procedure provided, in case he is dissatisfied with the 
award. 

_ Of the 3,080 cases in which the awards have been granted, fifty- 
ilers have filed notice of appeal from the board’s decision with the 
Sourt. Four of these appeals have since been withdrawn. 

 _ It is anticipated that reappraisal work in the field will be concluded in the 
pring of 1929 and final revaluation awards will have been determined in all 
a Bs Hezing the coming summer. 

_ Asummary of the revaluation situation as at December 31, 1928, shows:—- 


eight set- 
Exchequer 


‘s ‘ae Final Amount Consent 
of District Applica- Ap- awards of by Percentage 
‘4 tions praisals | approved award settlers | reduction 
e 
: $ 
‘ancouver OF SiN) Sede eae Ree 724 718 608 516,803 514 24-1 
ae... MES Ee 495 254 130 149, 000 77 35-6 
ENED: |. EDIE. ROSE: aE: a 1, 226 987 358 304, 239 330 22-3 
EE a ere 1,012 COAG CRETE TI |) etait gi 9 idan 
BeceOrAlbert:....6ct0 os coe 376 360 278 138, 657 218 15-3 
BEAtOOnM LATS. Eh). Eee sy" 867 854 326 246, 864 289 20-5 
Po eRe Ce eee 6 788 724 319 197,772 236 14-8 
ea ets LS 1,095 1,080 266 320,950 196 29-0 
Or. 78). DO FAT er, 887 584 202 179, 250 195 22-0 
BOD Kent ttc. ere eth cris 6 141 141 118 142,759 lil 31:8 
aint BOWIE rep tie te ah. 562 554 475 369, 209 436 24-9 
= 

Otalrel}. ceros ah tenes 2. 8,173 6, 968 3,080 | 2,565,503 2,602 22-8 


MM e ee 
igricultural Conditions 


The year 1928 was on the whole a good one for those engaged in agricul- 
ral pursuits. The latest compilation of the Bureau of Statistics estimates the 
heat yield at 533,571,000 bushels, which is the largest in the history of the 
ominion. The previous record was 479,655,000 bushels in 1927. The average 
ield in 1928 is given as 22-1 bushels per acre. Oats yielded, according to the 
une estimate, 452,153,000 bushels and barley 136,391,400 bushels. 

- Late in August night frosts were experienced throughout the Prairie Prov- 
ces. While the frosts were general, the damage reported in some districts was 
ight; in other districts the quality was reduced from 20 to 50 per cent, and 
me of the wheat was graded as low as No. 5. 

_ Anticipating a large and profitable yield there was a general demand from 
e@ West for additional harvest help. This demand was met by workers from 
astern Canada and British Columbia, from the United States and Great 
‘itain. The number from Great Britain approximated 8,500 men, a large 
ae being miners who by reason of the shut-down of many of the mines 
id been out of employment for long periods. 

of While the damage to the quality of the grain was considerable, the harvest 
Son was one of the best the West has experienced in years. Ideal weather 
nditions prevailed throughout the whole of the West, and continued well past 
€ middle of November, the result: being that farmers were able to get more 
Oughing and other land work performed than they have in many years. 
weshing was completed and the grain marketed earlier than usual. Some of 
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the elevators were congested for a time, but those farmers who did not hold fe 
higher prices were able to get their grain to market without undue delay. Nort 
ern Saskatchewan reported 75 per cent of the wheat marketed before Novem 
ber 30. | 
A most encouraging feature of the situation among board settlers in # 
West is the large amount of new land broken to the plough in 1928. Followin 
the early completion of harvest operations many settlers had the opportunity 
finish their fall ploughing and are in a better position in that respect than the 
have been in years. In the northern part of Saskatchewan 12,285 acres of ne 
land was broken up and 16,500 acres summer-fallowed. These operations | 
settlers under the board are an indication of the land development by oth 
settlers throughout the province. Similar reports come from Manitoba a 
Alberta of the breaking up of new land which will be sown to crop in 1929. T 
feed situation also is excellent, but good seed oats and seed wheat are scarce. 
In Ontario, except in the Temiskaming district and the counties border 
on lake Ontario, weather was favourable for complete fall operations. Thres 
ing proved the yield and quality of grain not so good as in 1927. Wheat, 02 
buckwheat, and peas were damaged by wet weather during harvest and sot 
erain sprouted. Barley and beans yielded well in most sections. Fodder ero 
yielded better than the average and there will be sufficient feed for live stock. 
Parts of Manitoba, especially the Red River Valley and the Assini 
Delta suffered from too much rainfall. Many acres of crops were drow 
and representations were made on behalf of settlers under the board to t 
provincial and municipal governments for relief in the shape of drainage. 
In Quebec the crops suffered from rain in the early part of the year, butt 
harvesting conditions were good and the feed situation all that could be desir 
The same can be said of the Maritime Provinces where the soil yielded bo mn 
fully and the conditions of harvesting were excellent. In New Brunswick @ 
Prince Edward Island, where one of the staple crops is potatoes, the yield ¥ 
of splendid quality and abundant, but unfortunately the price of the comm 
was not satisfactory. The Annapolis Valley, in Nova Scotia, reported a f 
yield of its chief commodity, apples. : 
British Columbia, which experiences many varieties of climate, report 
splendid weather conditions in the late summer and fall. In the Kootenayst 
mild weather of October continued well into November, the roads being op nf 
traffic, with stock still on pasture. Penticton, Kelowna and Vernon had | 
rainfall than usual, and the land lacked sufficient moisture for good | 
ploughing. But on the whole the conditions were ideal for farmers. The in 
erowers are again confronted with the unfortunate situation that the retw 
from exported apples average less than those from domestic sales. Through 
the Fraser Valley, in the areas devoted chiefly to the dairying industry, the 
situation is good, and conditions generally satisfactory, though some low la: 
require additional drainage works. 


GENERAL LAND SETTLEMENT 7 


There has been an increase in the activities of the board in respect 
British family schemes, the placement and aftercare of farm workers 4 
trainees, the supervision of settlers under various colonization schemes, inves 
gation of nominations and inquiries regarding settlement opportunities. — 


3,000 British Family Scheme 


Under the terms of the 3,000 British Family agreement with the Bm 
Government, the Canadian Government undertook to settle 3,000. 
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milies on farms held by the Soldier Settlement Board, the British Government 
iding an average amout of $1,500 to each family for the purchase of chattels 
d the Dominion Government selling the land to the families on twenty-five 
ar terms. The board is required to administer this scheme, make all the 
rchases of chattels for the families (the money so expended being recovered 
m the British Government), supervise the families’ operations, collect pay- 
mts from them, and maintain proper financial records, 

From the inception of the Family Scheme in 1925, 2,997 families have come 
‘ward to Canada for settlement under this plan, the total number of migrants 
ing 16,804. 

The families were accepted on probation and were given an opportunity 
decitie for themselves whether the settlement conditions under the scheme 
re suitable to their own particular circumstances. ‘This probationary period 
s also decided upon to protect the Canadian and British Government invest- 
mt in cases where it was apparent that the families were not suitable. In 
8 way 426 families withdrew from participation in the Scheme, but of these 
y ninety-six failed to remain in Canada. Sixty-seven families declined 
tlement under the Scheme without taking up occupancy of the farms reserved 
them, preferring to make their own way. The majority either purchased 
ms privately or engaged as agricultural workers. The records show that all 
, eight of these remained in the country. 

To date 1,937 families have been satisfactorily established on farms, and 
re contracted to purchase the properties they now occupy, the total purchase 
t€ being $7,427,148.87. The total amount of British Government money 
zady advanced for the purchase of chattels is $2,597,797.40, another two 
lion dollars being still available for this purpose. It should be noted that 
sum of four and one half million dollars is new money coming into the 
ntry, and that.this is spent for the most part in rural districts. Farms will 
sold to the remainder of the families and further chattels purchased for them 
they prove up during their probationary period. 

A considerable sum has already been paid in by these families in reduction 
cheir obligations, notwithstanding the difficulties which must be met by 
comers to the country with little capital, in the first few years of their 
lement. The amount paid to the Board to date is $557,152.27, which 
udes $130,001.12 on account of assisted passage loans to the families. This 
neouraging and demonstrates that the families are making a real effort to 
eed in their new undertaking, 

One of the most important features in this scheme is the supervision of the 
ilies by the board field officials. Many of the families had no previous 
cultural experience, whilst all of them, being strangers to the country, must 
through experience a knowledge of Canadian methods of farming. The 
‘'d supervisors assist the familics to obtain this experience by securing farm 
loyment for them when they come to the country, by selecting proper stock 
implements for them, and by periodic visits during the first few years of 
"settlement, to assist them in the management of their farms. 

Throughout the Dominion a feeling of optimism prevails among those 
ght out under the Scheme and the settlers have taken hold in a manner 

Promises results. The farms on which they have been placed were selected 
xpert agricultural men with due regard to the kind of farming most suited 


le settlers’ needs and likes, and in localities which have had a fair record 
msistent crop production. 
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3,000 BRITISH FAMILY SETTLEMENT SCHEME, DECEMBER 31, 1928 2 


Capital Souls Workers 

Certifi- 

Average Average | Number| Number cates 
District Number | Total amount Total per available| with- {cancelled 

of family | amount per number | family | (including] drawn after 

arrivals family settlers) from | families 
scheme | arrived 

£ a5 

Vancouver........ 274 26, 540 97 1,522 5-6 483 51 4 
Viermonsc ss kee 88 9,475 107 447 5-1 150 22 uf 
Calgary it eileen 355 26, 246 74 1,835 5-2 724 26 8 
Edmonton.......- 512 32,442 63 2,950 5-8 997 34 16 
Prince Albert..... 188 11,357 60 1,074 5-7 363 16 3 
Saskatoon......... 260 | 17,530 67 1,445 5-5 503 38 5 
Rerinamwcn:. a .soenrs 279 18,393 65 1,506 5-4 506 56 9 
Winnipee. na. e. 362 21,932 61 2,032 5-6 740 65 8 
Torontos te 271 15,709 58 1,598 5-9 538 51 12 
Sherbrooke...a... 77 3, 286 42 458 5-9 163 19 1 

St. vous: cee 331 17, 634 53 1,937 5-8 680 ee E 
Dominion totals... 2,997 200, 544 67 16,804 5-6 5,847 426 67 


SuMMARY or ARRIVALS - 


1 1 ee ey ner a SUR tc at See ORCC ag © cesta. pro a) b's 466 
ODT US ae bce aie Bk ME De a Mec cog Cabo er Oae, Soon eR 1,042 
TOQT A: sis clara tee eps tees Aras eRe eee ete EET eres 1,122 
1928. foe Sac ceau ct eee ab Cees tla Peta ee Pola eae eat 367 


New Brunswick Family Scheme 


Under an agreement to which the British Government, the Canadian Gor 
ernment and the New Brunswick Government were parties, a project to briz 
500 families to New Brunswick over a period of five years for settlement on tl 
land was begun in 1928. The New Brunswick Government undertook to su 
ply the farms, the British Government to furnish funds up to $1,500 per fami 
for the purchase of stock and equipment with which to operate them, and tl 
Dominion to be responsible for supervision in all its phases, collection | 
monies due, and administrative duties in connection with the Scheme. 

The results of the preliminary settlement under this project are vé 
gratifying. ‘ f 

The following table gives some particulars of the ninety-five famili 
settled in 1928:— a 

Arrivals— 
Number of families arrived to December 31, 1928..........-.-. e+e s eee ee reese 95 


Souls— 
(a) Total number: 3212 2 seis: © UAC aR okie. BRIE See ee AL 627 
(b) Average number per family.........---.0.seseeeee eee cee setter esses 6-5 
Capital— 
(a) Potal amount: LoUa teri). A ns ante he ee hs are ee = £5, 463 
(b) Average amount per familiy'c 25262 eq: SEOs: are et eis ve 56 


Families with f 
(a) Agricultural experience prior to BRANT Ae ee eee oleae han: ese Cn, eee 95 
(b): War: service suis 5h3\.2hm ue RAa ENOL, EEL. PERT ER ESAS Rist) Son de rene 440 


Workers— 
Number available. 2. oc. cc cck see cee ene tes cee ee cia ale aie wikia as oil wo ns 198 


British Farm Workers—Placement and Aftercare % 


During the calendar year of 1928 the Board received 2,616 cases for pla 
ment at farm work and for subsequent aftercare. Particulars of this phase 


operations are tabled hereunder. + 
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Cases Disposition of cases as at December 31, 1928 
meceived.s}) Number | 
for place- who Occupation and 
District ate es In farm work Other occupation whereabouts 
: an or 


unknown 
aftercare | placement 


Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number ] Per cent 


ae TTR (siesAtter saesesneen) (Grice ee ee ee a ee 


GR ae 1 1 1 el Hees Sea ea a MOU i Aeon (ie nanan 
EAE oe oo a 15 15 13 86-6 1 6-7 1 6-7 
monton........ 41 40 35 87-5 2 5-0 3 7-5 
nee Albert. nate 6 6 5 £55200 tml laleatnices Sear gall [ast tia ur 1 16-7 
Katoow......... 12 12 10 83-4 2 LOG; ea sate aes. te 
_ ae 10 9 9 BOOFO Foe ce. hap Oe AOR e ) anion we 
mipeg,......... 12 12 10 83-4 i! 8-3 1 8-3 
CORRS ee 58 55 34 61-8 10 18-2 11 20-0 
arbrooke....... 6 6 5 RIOR IN AAs sin oe nl ae a ean 1 16-7 
i 2 2 1 SOS i Ne hake, ae 1 50-0 
minion totals... 164 159 124 78-0 16 10-1 19 11-9 
: 


SINGLE Mrn 


a ae anc i me ee en 


wouver........ 4 4 3 DEO les MM Nee ke i 25 

BUR aye es 5 5 5 COS ON coe eee (hee at.” AR | Gh aR ge a 
ee 109 74 62 83-8 6 8-1 6 8-1 
monton........ 118 80 79 O8in7 a samen de 1 1:3 
nce Albert..... 6 5 4 SOc Os ieee eee ee um. 1 20-0 
EAEOON. 6s .is. ss: 67 56 745i 91-1 1 1-8 4 7-1 
a 116 89 87 97-8 1 1-1 1 1-1 
mipeg.. 195 118 105 89-0 3 2-5 10 8-5 
onto.... 446 244 239 97-9 3 1-2 2 0-8 
rbrooke....... 3 1 1 DOO SO: (or cays oe: |i yee ee A ie iis co || Recpaiiee e e 
Gbn....... 1 UE, lle deh ose lea RUA A (eee Amal a SOR ta 1 100-0 
ninion totals... 1,070 677 636 93-9 14 2-1 27 4-0 


ee 
ainees 


The following table shows the disposition of 1,382 young men trained in 
‘ious agricultural training centres in Great Britain:— 


Fi Disposition of cases to Dec. 31, 1928. 
y Cases for Cases Reported 
placement} reported on Trainees in Other employer and 
Training Centre and to date farm work occupation left, address 
aftercare unknown 
No p.c No p.c. No p.c No p.c 
ae <<. =a ee |e \aiccceeeeemeeecr lamceeeeeremeeaed (Ce eee ee 
1don—Claydon..... 994 974 98 639 65-6 88 9 247 25-4 
a 25 25 | 100 21 84 1 4 3 12-0 
ow Parish......... 115 109 94-8 51 46-8 13 11-9 45 41-3 
- 3 233 223 95-7 95 42-6 36 16-1 92 41-3 
nock Parish....... 15 15 | 100 4 26-7 4 26-7 7 44-6 
f otal cH. oo 1,382 | .1,346 97-4 810 60-2 142 10-5 394 29-3 


itish Farm Workers—Aftercare 


r 


‘The board was required to give aftercare to 3,997 settlers brought forward 
ler the auspices of approved organizations, who guaranteed original place- 
&. a 
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ment at farm work, and to 1,463 settlers who came forward as a result of nom 
nations by residents of Canada. The scope of this work is indicated in » 
following table:--- 


Disposition of cases at December 31, 1928 


Reported , Did not 


Cases Cases employer | report Miscel- 

Category received | reported In In other | and left | employer | laneous 
or on farm employ- (where- (where- 
aftercare | to date work ment abouts abouts 


unknown) | unknown) 


No. | p.c. | No. | p.c. | No. | p.c. | No. 


Canadian National Rail- 


RRENV.SS Csde Bren wets 1,438 1,072| 599) 55-9} 49) 4-6) 343) 32-0 
Canadian Pacific Railway 1,161 8| 375| 47-7] 37| 4-7| 288] 36-5 
Hudson’s Bay Co......... 462 347| 1941 56-0} 21) 6-0} 125) 36-0 
Ontario Department of 

A pricul ture ncimcn «ab peoe 395 303] 156] 51-5] 19] 6-3) 67) 22-1 
Alberta Government (bulk 

NOMABATION) seek «<< eee ee 38 21 13] 61-9 2) 9-5 Gl :2856].2.. 5. Re. oe 
Alberta Government 

(Hoadley Boys)......-.. 53 42| 33) 78-6 BOUL Ol esa O es 
Glan Donald Mae ea. on it 4 41100-0 Jel bees. 
Church of England....... 136 88} 55] 62-5 7| 7-9) 23) 26-2 
United Church of Canada. 143 90| 52) 57-9 5| 5-5} 27) 30-0 
Salvation Army.......... 99 61 25) 41-1 1} 1:6 21) 34-4 
Orange Lodge..........-.- 55 36] 22) 61-2 B10 5.5 IDM 283i 45s eae eee 
Nominations arising in 
p@anadad:s ..ncdnespent 1,463 965| 804] 83-3} 101] 10-5] 60) 6-2).....].-...]....: 

Totalssect ass bees 5, 460 3,817|2,332| 61-1] 249} 6-5} 972) 25-5) 240 

Investigations 


The board received for investigation the following cases:— 
1,335 for the admission of aliens. 
1,344 for nominated household workers. 
2,971 for nominated agricultural workers. 


Farm Labour Placements 


In carrying out the work of placements and aftercare of newcomers, 
replacements have to be made, and during the year 7,346 placements all t& 
have been recorded. These included single men, domestics and fami 
involving various nationalities, as indicated in the table on next page. . 


16 


LAND SETTLEMENT 


319 ‘Sh 9ST ‘T T¥0‘9T 010° STe ‘TZ 
[e210], osowoqg syuspuedeq pene e[sutg 


‘O18 “QZGI ‘TE Joquies0q 0} FZGT UOTydoouT IOI] Bulpvoy STy} 1opun sjuewade]|g—g''N 


OPE ‘L 8g 696 VI G18 'T FI8 0&8 629 66S 908 ‘T IéZ, 1ST F6L res" 87890} WOTUTWOG 
GES ee [eae pe | BOS 9 oT LE 16 SE IT ia! ST Or So ee Dh a a ee * **"“Sotfsouro(y 
BE1'S II 9ST 16 696 £66 v8" 8él vel GLY 6ET 86 Lo Se Pee en Tig RU ae syuepuedey 
902 |208 ‘PF |9 Ty {TS |S |S |9T |O0T |900‘T j69 Jest |zs jzer |F¢ GEY /€E [FST |LAT [€PL‘T [IS 929 |6l |e 6g St Joc ee SCOT, 

ly wae | Pe Wass a SS eat fines came pes Mare rae be Mea |e en Mee 2 ae oa Ce ee ae NP HES Ag yO & 
LV \66 I g G26 IT & ly 1%9 they ala ee oa oe POMOUrY JO. So7e1s poyiayy 
1 a ieee Pca) beac Becca ba, al (ee ee RBar i scat ea | ey fe ae a Nee er ese ys ie SB om Bae ee uerurery 
ae ae Se ee Se es. 1D SRR Sy fea CR User Fac (MMR le epic (On Leer coy aR nl me I Se Dien ca its ea titel ea ae eg ar ey (Me ca ee ae ne ed SSIMG 
“ly I pte eS eeTG 
“le se ee tec er ee eh. cal | oe eee | Se wale eR eee ot Mle bo a welsomsoN 
se ee “é eee ee 4 ees ale SCG «ew 0 aise . eee ““""uBliesunyy 
ler . “|g Se ee li eae [ee ee | xs Oe | tes el ee et ee ne *upUTIeD 
sree Pad Rec Sd cag hcl 7 BE eco ane ead aa ba ga oe end | i Sik oe EO aD et qouer yg 
c Il Fg Ne eg ae fas eel | oe ey aes Ree cee vee okey Zana d Es egsaes | oo | ace eg Sine <ae h c s A youncy 
I {er sie bs] eshte Nee an ag Seed bons |S = By I oa el z I $s Ci a en SE. Foote usraeey 
Toes eae | ee Nie ae | Sear Stee | eons lee aie eek. Bellis ores hae io) Ke ee onc gl (mec Recon Pee ga ce Ren ae a nlm oe ueLsny 
ZL \ete ee | Bae he FG Ngee | SRE SS AE | ore let ae Rae el ae fg lape > aby D1 fod) ae gece es eee ae “-uerpeued 
£96 |699'E |9 Troy") lh e109 Je96 = [8T «l09F Icom leer 96 SOF [OL j6ZT j92 |veL [St [96h } “Jor fle foci h eet 0 Ustyitgy 
PLE |8LT > THe (Se. |1S Settee. et IG |€% |G€ jl |so ier |1@ jor |se lot PoC ih Loti he (OI caOGte bw e | Bs cake darth: oS os “"""*eureyog 000'E 
W's [wl sg |-wl gs |-wl-s |-wl <g Wies|wl-s|-wi-sl-wil-s|-wl -g |-wl- wl ‘wig ; 

aS Si en ee : - — A}I[BUOTPR NV 
s[eqoy, vVYO 8yoo1q sed u0oy VIOG LY uo4 19AN0d 


PCOH [Yor IS | ~teyg | opuoroy, | -ruury | vursoxy ~“BYSeS | eoullg | -uowupy |Arez[wDH | uowip | -ue,y 


Se ee ee es ee 


SLINANAOVIdHY ANV SLNAWAOVTd UAOdVT WUVa re ere 
. — —— Se ey’ eee aie te oe ee 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT BOARD OF CANADA 


Inquiries from Land Seekers ' 


During the past year there has been an increasing number of inquiries 
from outside Canada, particularly from the northwestern States, and some from 
Australia and other distant countries, asking for opportunities to invest in land 
‘n Western Canada. In one case an Englishman who has been in Australia for 
years is anxious to purchase a farm near Edmonton, while another, a retired 
Imperial army officer, who has farmed in Australia during the past six years, 
has decided to come to Canada. He has $25,000 to mvest in farm land. A 
prospective settler from the state of Washington is seeking suitable prairie farm 
land where power machinery can be used almost exclusively. E 

The board has co-operated with the Alberta Development Board, a non- 
profit organization working under the auspices of the Calgary Board of Trade 
with the object of attracting settlers to southern Alberta. Over 200 inquiries 
were received during last winter and handled by the Land Settlement Branch. 
As a result of that campaign twenty-four families of 120 people have moved 
to Canada. . 

Scores of American motor tourists seeking land opportunities have been 
directed to “safe” farming districts where Land Settlement field men have 
given them advice on the character of the soil, the type of farming most suited 
to the area, and the value of the land. As the roads improve traffic increases 
and this phase of service is becoming more active 


Emissaries of Empire 


To the Land Settlement Branch fell the duty of conducting through many 
parts of the Dominion a number of distinguished visitors, from Great Britain, 
the Dominions and foreign countries who were interested in the operation of 
existing settlement schemes and the promotion of new projects. Chief among 
them were the Right Hon. J. Ramsay Macdonald, former Prime Minister of 
Great Britain; the Right Hon. L. C. Amery, Secretary of State for the 
Dominions; Lord Lovat, Under-Secretary for the Dominions and Chairman of 
the Oversea Settlement Committee; and members of parliament, and other 
groups of tourists. : 

Mr. Macdonald, who was accompanied by his two daughters, was especially 
snterested in the families placed on farms throughout the Dominion under the 
3,000 Family Agreement. Mr. Macdonald was much pleased with what he saw 
and heard from the settlers themselves, each of whom on being asked: “ Would 
you like to return to the Old Country to live?” answered with a positive “ No!” 

While the Honourable Mr. Amery did not have time to visit many of the 
British families on the land, he consulted with Land Settlement officers on his 
way across Canada and was given full information as to the working out of the 
scheme. A complete examination of the project was left for Lord Lovat, the 
Under-Secretary, who spent over a month in Canada and visited scores of 
settlers, to whom he talked and from whom he received his impressions. rd 
Lovat’s party consisted of Mr. G. F. Plant, Secretary of the Oversea Settle- 
men} Committee, and Mr. Frank Skevington, a representative of the British 
Treasury. On his tour across Canada he was accompanied by Colonel J. G 
Rattray, of the Land Settlement Branch, Ottawa.. e 

Lord Lovat’s departure from England was delayed beyond the time 
announced in his program and he did not have the opportunity of being with 
Messrs. Plant and Skevington on their visit to the settlers in the Maritim 
Provinces. He joined them in Quebec. Later, after discussions with the fed 
Government at Ottawa, Lord Lovat proceeded through the Niagara fruit bell 
and the northern Ontario clay belt, arriving in Winnipeg on the twenty-sixth 0! 
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tence SOE an Roe 
lugust. Here a conference was held with colonization officials of the railways 
md the provincial and federal Governments. The next day a conference was 


eld at Regina, with the acting premier and other provincial cabinet ministers, 
md a luncheon was given in his honour by the provincial Government. 


fhe Clandonald Settlement 


The next stop on the way west was at Vermilion, where a period of two 
ays was spent in an inspection of the two settlements of Clandonald and Saddle 
ake. The Clandonald settlement consists of 100 Scottish families brought to 
anada and established by the Scottish Immigrant Aid Society of which Rev. 
ather Andrew MacDonell is secretary. Twenty more farms 
ared) for the reception of further families next spring. This 
larted in 1924 when a number of families from the Hebrides 
ie Soldier Settlement Board on farms in the vicinity of Red Deer. To secure 
ufficient land at a price within the means of the crofters and fishermen who 
omprised the bulk of the migrants, Father MacDonell decided to remove them 
9 a new area north of Vermilion just opened for settlement by the construction 
f a Canadian Pacific Railway branch line. The society prepared the farms for 
ttlement by erecting a house and barn, costing approximately $950, boring a 
ell and supplying wire for fencing. The land was charged against the settler 
t the low price of $5 an acre, while implements and live stock were provided 
i a total cost to the individual settler of less than $800. The first farm unit 
as completed in the spring of 1926. 3 

Lord Lovat met many of these settlers in their homes and learned from 
lem the story of their spendid efforts. With very few exceptions the Clan- 
mnald colonists are doing well and are happy in their new life. 


are being pre- 
movement was 
were placed by 


addle Lake Reserve 


The second day in the Vermilion area was devoted to the former Saddle 
ake Indian Reserve. Here there are fifty settlers under the Soldier Settlement 
oard, most of them from the Hebrides. The area is part of the Saddle Lake 
dian Reserve. It was surrendered by the Indians and divided into fifty-one 
rm units. There are now fifty settlers on the reserve, one having been sent 
ick to the Old Country as unsuitable. After suitable buildings were erected 
e units were sold to the settlers at prices ranging from $1,500 to $3,500. In 
ch case forty acres had been broken ; house, barn and granary built and wire 
r fencing supplied. The Land Settlement supervisor gave it as hig opinion 
at ninety per cent of the settlers in the area will eventually make good and 
rd Lovat carried away with him the impression that this block settlement 
periment has been a success. 

Lord Lovat went into the Peace River country on the thirty-first of August 

@ came out on September tenth, having in the ten days explored many areas 
table for settlement and visited many families who have been placed on 
rms within the past two or three years. The tour embraced many of the 
‘portant towns, including Sexsmith, Grande Prairie, Pouce Coupé, Rolla 
halla, Spirit River, Wembley, Rio Grande, Beaverlodge, Waterhole, Whitelaw 
d Peace River Crossing. 
_ The visit to Edmonton was the occasion of a conference with the provincial 
ernment and a banquet tendered by the provincial Government. At Red 
er Lord Lovat visited the former Indian School which is on lease to the 
ottish Immigrant Aid Society, and he also had time to visit the homes of some 
the lately arrived British settlers. 


19 


Ps pre Z 2 ne 


| 


SOLDIER SEI'TLEMENT BOARD OF CANADA ‘i 


ee in ee a ee 

Settlers in the Fraser Valley, within forty miles of Vancouver, wer 
visited and some problem cases at Matsqui, where eighteen British families wer 
established as dairy farmers on units comprising about thirty-five acres eack 
were investigated. 

Lord Lovat sailed from Victoria on September nineteenth for New Zealan 
for the purpose of conferring with the Dominion Government on the extensio 
of the Empire Settlement Scheme in that Dominion. 


British School Boys j 


A party of forty British school boys in charge of Rev. J. H. Woolley, V.C 
M.D., Mr. D. R. H. Gwynne and Mr. Henry Studholme, visited many of th 
chief settlement districts on their way across Canada. Land Settlement official 
gave their services in showing and explaining many points of interest. A 
Calgary the boys were taken to see British families lately established, to th 
Prince of Wales’ ranch, fox farms and other places. The stop at Saskatoo 
imeluded a visit to the University, the Forestry farm and three farms in th 
Grandora district where the Board of Trade arranged for a garden party. The 
were also given an official welcome at Winnipeg. A 


British Parliamentary Party 


The extended visit of the British Parliamentary Party, consisting of Pee: 
and members of Parliament, was of special significance. During their journe 
they had many opportunities to observe the workings of the harvester movi 
ment and the migration of British families under the Empire Settlement Schem 
The group included parliamentarians from many portions of the Empire, Ne 
Zealand, Australia, Rhodesia, South Africa and other dominions being repr 
sented. 


Tours of Observation 


Many other distinguished visitors from outside Canada interested | 
migration also were given the opportunity by Land Settlement officers to 8 
for themselves the arrangements for the reception of British and foreig 
migrants and their establishment upon the land. Among them were:— 

Members of Norsemen’s Convention at Winnipeg. 

Norwegian Press Association. 

Miss Harrison, representing the London Express. 

Dr. R. G. Simpson, a leader in Boy Scouts’ work in Great Britain. 

Mr. P. B. Hepburn. 

Colonel Obed Smith. 

Miss Laura Ennis, journalist, of Omaha, N.B. 

Party of 120 Australians. 

Miss Jocelyn, Society of Oversea Settlement of British Women. 

W. GC. Osmond, representing Oversea Settlement Office, British Gover 
ment. 

J. E. Allport, representative, Ministry of Labour, London. 

J. M. Hamilton, Ministry of Labour Department, London. : 

Colonel Andrew O’Kelly, Deputy Director of European Emigration, Depai 
ment of Immigration and Colonization, London. d 

Mr. Ivar Vennerstrom, Stockholm, Sweden, member of the Swedish Seco 
Chamber and distinguished editor and journalist, who is extremely active 
the emigration controversy in Sweden. ? 

British University and Public School Men’s Party, under Mr. Richa 
Smailes, J.P. @ 


20 


LAND SETTLEMENT 


Lieut.-Colonel Sir George McMunn, K.C.B., K.C.S.1. 
hurch of England Council of Empire Settlement, London, England. 
Rev. Canon Vernon, Ge 


neral Secretary of the Church of England Council 
Empire Settlement. 


Major A. Max Allen, Migr 
| Australia. 

Colonel H. J. 
tre, Chisledon. 


J. M. Hamilton, Training Department, Ministry of Labour. 

F. A. Norman, O.B.E., Administration Department, Ministry of Labour. 
Prof. C. R. Fay, Exchange Professor of Economics, Oxford University and 
Jniversity of Toronto. 

; ‘Colonel Fred Campbell, Department of Immigration, Birmingham. 

| aptain Chas. A. Allen, Department of Immigration, Liverpool, 

me R. A. Taylor, Labour Member for Lincoln, British House of Commons. 

__ Messrs. Richard Thorpe, T. E. Shields, and J. Henry Gough, Yorkshire 

migration Committee. 

Miss Muriel Talbot, Oversea Settlement Office. 

Members of the World Soil Congress. 

J. de Clercq, of the Central Emigration Foundation, Holland. 

_ Captain Reginald T. Thornton, of London, England. On his way home 
tom Australia he stopped over in a number of Canadian cities, where he spoke 
1 the interest of the Big Brother Movement, which includes the organization 
f local clubs to look after boy immigrants from Great Britain. 

. = 


m@D8.0., Chairman, 


0 


ation and Settlement Department, Government 


Soe 


Stibbard, Commandant, British Army Vocational Training 
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STATISTICAL STATEMENTS 


Tora, SoLDIER SETTLEMENT UNDER THE Acr FroM INCEPTION OF THE Boarp 
To DATE 


» 


Soldier Indian Total 

District and Province settlers soldier soldier 
granted settlers settlemen 

aloan  |established } 

a a — 
Vancouv.el.ioo bok ache it te aaa 2,240 2,4 
Nig 1(0) AMR RO Ate cle a Sons Ogee aoomac 1 Gel Pe ae eRe i 1 4 
British Columbia............--- 3,504 3,8 
Calgary ..ci ete eee ea os emer 3,004 BS 
Bdmonton...o. aeereied tak -iiob sheers A AOWHRL LAr se 6,1 
Al Berta tent ee eerie ee 7,105 AL 

MREPINAs No Mice oe es cee aie ere 2,176 ome 
Saskatoon. dense eine eee oR Lee ee De O83 Melon ces Soe eee 2,8 
Prince Alberts «ss. 2:2 eyeing sci eae, ee OL Reen ne Sarees treme 3,! 
Saskatehewanle-. sani e- ieee 9,( 
Manitobacnden ott ei oth fs: spice ee geteiee HORE oN CE) B19. aor rea eer ai 
Ontario. peices sc ustee osaa sae 2, 
OUCDGC. tee Mae tine Tet oer on eae »¢ 
New Bruuswick. si eas SREP SOO eae Mec ee 4 
Nova Soctiacn.4.ehis ane edi Ree tener balls cope Rae seg ebyereea eee = 
Prince Edward Island. 0%)... 5. 40.2: : 
Maritime Provinces..........---. & 


IDomimion total. cea asco ne ees 


Total 
soldier 
grant 
entries 


Entries 
during 
year, 


District and Province 


a | i | 


VSNGOUV.ER yar c's stv acitners eters ceinis cesta 
Vernon tek one soe cee ee noe as ne eiete 


Calgary: S09. se cae ae aie sxe estas 
HANIONGON. ofecivel. cites sien Rt, 


Alberta dpa. soot reteias : 


a rs ar 


LNs a 111s VaR a ek ere NR mt Gato 


Qnebee sh nis Fit Ein aT a NS Re LaPeer eyed oir Sie oy hie ce iam i os 


LAND SETTLEMENT 


Loans to Serriers, Decemprr 31, 1928 


” Removal of Stock and 
x Land encumbrances} Permanent equipment Total 
District and Province purchase on soldier improve- special loans 
2 settlers’ ments advances, 
; land etc 
Z jes ee Se x = 
y $ cts. $ cts. $ cts. $ = cts $ cts. 
Meeouver............0...@.. 5,938,281 78 292,826 28 1,320,332 91 2,663,119 65 10, 214, 560 62 
Vernon elkcas sisteleloion susfatevetiassccter cccccets 3,414,587 13 210,814 24 898,303 97 1,443,951 95 5, 967,657 29 
) - British Columbia... 9,352,868 91) 503,640 52] 2,218,636 88| 4,107,071 60| 16,182, 217 91 
Calga Mai aisiieslecccserne sto nec: 8,899,612 64 391,791 32 1,480,955 62 ~ 5,110, 808 49! 15,883,168 07 
Edmonton Bid aheneualenalicneveienrte te ees 7,263,233 82 408,033 68 1,678,418 68 6,325,382 34 15,675,068 52 
& pea VEO TD a cn EE a a as ws ve Bo 
5 Alberta. Sis tags, «bbe 16, 162,846 46 799,825 00 3,159,374 30 11,436,190 83 31,558,236 59 
on gtliy ee 6,085,987 37 414,505 47 1,021,088 32 3,179,593 86 10,701,175 02 
Rone ik 5,638,471 56 326,789 29 1,127,135 39 3,523,823 60 10,616,219 84 
Prince 2 2 Sl ales ea EI 2,625,618 79 93,406 28 837,166 71 2,549,134 92] 6, 105,326 70 
4 Saskatchewan........... 14, 350,077 72 834,701 04] 2,985,390 42 9, 252,552 38 27,422,721 56 
Manitoba 525 OB a es 9, 261,888 63 187,110 14 2,455,559 97 6,363,711 65 18, 268,270 39 
Jntario Sip ob OES SOS Ce ae. eee 6,304, 263 98 194,964 45 455,968 61] 2,188,344 09 9,143,541 13 
Ce co ree te 1,565,628 37, 26,522 08 93,292 81 803,853 14} 2,489,296 40 
Maritime Provinces...... 3,447,368 83 168,720 72 193,624 30 1,456,999 59] 5, 266,713 44 
fead COM ee Peet Set. CL ELL coh RA te Oe ak a ycdh oi aoa 27 10 
% Dominion totals........ 60, 444,970 00 2,715,483 95 11, 561,847 29 35,608,723 28 110, 331,024 52 
\dvances to Indians...........|_.... che (od Pre Bis eee... eaey 3,515 424,923 06 
le a rine gel pe a Pbk ie ottbeiel AU 110,755,947 58 


REVENUP AND REPAYMENTS 


Part 

Key Fiscal fiscal year 

bi District and Province year 1928-29 to 

: 1927-28 Dec. 31, 1928 
a eh ef ae i Die Bet 
2 $ cts. $ cts, 
(ayia OR RR GS as a 361,213 16 268,654 82 
ernon (OER: GEES n Seon ier cet: Aiea nals iid: a aig 187,353 06 98,129 94 
¢ eee mr COlimbinmen fants M01. 0) ks, 548,566 22 366,784 76 
hc Ia (A SS Ss ene 705,974 51 485,964 82 
CE Ri aie NON Ob Hoobs eee et tis ik ee eae 811,277 23 493,430 27 
| “Raat Goceun ar ae eee ee Ee ean 979,395 09 
ogi 389,320 12 
ae 309,473 71 
pees siohot shoea lotto mare Sect oe Meey sates. Ve Maidais Schew Soo, WHA a. 185,864 68 


Seitetss iio EA hihiois 0 ini cai eee ae aa ee 884,658 51 


iS RITE BOGny Sc Cee 300,335 67 
TO oe peace eee et 
re ee 77,419 16 
Ts eS OG 0h eae 121,789 07 


Cee ee ere eres eros 
8 SORT ISA OS Cus OUON ES its PE a RCM RD I Ch He Ta (el a rh 4 


4,581,200 75 2,995,412 23 
RONG ine AES 76,660 61 96,851 43 


4,657,861 36 


3,092, 263 66 
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Reraiw LoANs IN FuLu 


District and Province 


Beer a AAR tee a SPOR ORS SN co Rl? cael Hin pu eh My bes 
a Re lie INIIS Ue DPIC rn dono Ee te OG DA ah 


British Colin bib. kcoaeinas oe ee- goa. oes > ee ne pe er le ae 


Regine le inde adv re. ce GE PRE RICE BR TOOT a ORS RE OR tt scene ae 
RS TS OLS vehi ee MD We PRAM Ie SL Roa wap Coach neh yaa caaagaes Ie 
Prince Albert ieesecen cues st « beg iets spear + asl sepia ec RE ate eh, By 3 Sa ee > 


Civilian 
purchasers 
of soldier 

settlers’ 


District and Province 


lands 

NE AMC OUNEOE er acstha dos BO HME ciwtecaw hohe esr haacnaeare a aly oe ee 455 
Warn onsto<..... : UMM RAB RST = oc: doesiceads ae ue eae got ee aes 141 

British A@olum bia... «$20.4 - ok sees eas Pe pe 596 
Galgaryas ... «GR» 490. 20 + Coir ps apo ee ee 264 
RO aeIONON « «cco AME RU Es wy dang eae ok ong 2 ee poem a pe SB ww 534 

Alberton tik £6 cs dog: ccs teen Ee aS laatnta pe Pee 798 
Regia’... <1, ae O02 Fah sss boop 3 pata reuee ee a eee ee eee 240 
Qialceahoon..... AL SI MES ockaodnn oo6 usles ves TERR? oR set en pe 207 
BrincerAlbert. . fos: Rome sb > Sb cen gage peas os ea a 34 Sa ae 278 

Coals Chowan lees . hoy fu ne oapenipenenet aiuaty pce aes ee ne eel oe 725 
Mandtobas... <M Re ccs Sods oe wt oo Sci eigials pikes peepee aaeemnes nea! 284 
GnESTIONNE ..... .< AI AR SOME oo dos beck: ote oer, Da rege a eee ee ba ae 249 
CHC... vs A AOR AGE... Eevee ney ayes ea 25 Eye Aa mae wee Nas 5 NON ee 188 
Newnbrunswicktisa-kee tide os: ch och oeeta eso ece Seen Suc tam tee oi0 ts CIA 126 
Nova Scotia. 0 dee otal 2h ocak oe daa eee og cnet Gs ne SUE Gas ae eae 60 
Prince: Wa ward Uslands saceceokacthen eee he eo lees sie y= Greist dae ae AeA a 61 


Maritime Provinces... <<... 1.001 taureeree win): Sates. I Rie Ts 247 


Towmain iat Otel cc osc ete tues iss ass li epee ences le 3, 087 


Oe aS ean see A Ge eee 
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LaNnp Saues 
a Cost to the / 
Fe a Board Selling price Balance 
a3 eee 
MA $ cts. $ ets. $ cts. 
626 cases land and stock and equipment completely 
y SUT ore: COURS. & aban Gai ge aussie iN le 12,730,231 29 | 13,086,535 18 Cr. 356,303 89 
684 cases land and stock and equipment sold (docu- 
be ments not complete)... 00.00.00. 0.0k....0. 2.5, 2,274,425 21 2,053,036 24 |Dr, 221,388 97 
204 cases land sold, stock and equipment not sold... 727,624 89 662,637 12 |Dr. 64,987 77 
514 mandated Ce nest f. tE 15, 732,281 39 15, 802,208 54 |Cr. 69,927 15 


l N.B.—In addition to the above land sales there are 2,051 completed sales for which figures are not 
2t available. 


} 


Tora Lanps Rusoip py District 


Number! Cost to the Selling price Balance 

of units Board 
—— Se eine bern og bare Biba eee NS 
‘uk $ cts. $ ets. $ cts. 
| ONUNY SS6 RSet ne nn eee 550 2,088,117 43 1,971,348 42 |Dr, 116,769 01 
Eh « tec dae Wy tvete iy ek. ck. 182 754,295 76 704,989 91 |Dr, 49,305 85 

British Columbia.. SBnASE 732 2,842,413 19 2,676,338 33 |Dr. 166,074 86 

ME 8 NG: ee eg ane 563 2,320,492 20 2,365,987 17 |Cr. 45,494 97 
RS Sak See ae en en 880 2,527,301 87 2,658,697 85 |Cr. 131,395 98 

TLE eae er 1,443 4,847,794 07 5,024,685 02 |Cr. 176,890 95 
RE Oe ee eo 367 1,443,886 57 1,598,243 51 |Cr. 154,356 94 
ed 398 1,480,319 43 1,472,324 44 |Cr. 42,005 01 
ME UCL Gets oa oe 219 570,289 38 666,517 53 |Cr. 96, 228 15 
; Saskatchewan..................... 984 3,444,495 38 3,737,085 48 |Cr, 292,590 10 
i 
Se a 373 1,487,615 57 1,386,624 23 |Dr. 100,991 34 
age geared meeps 384 1,322, 330711 1,354,071 58 |Cr. 31,741 47 
te ee 215 846,518 43 718,822 62 |Dr. 127,695 81 
MSWICK Oo. 199 491,792 46 479,861 77 |Dr. 11,930 69 
A ee: 107 275,748 46 250,253 37 |Dr. 25,495 09 
meeeoward Island..........0....0...77 77 UIB- 573) 72 174,466 14 |Cr. 892 42 
w Maritime Provinces,........ Soa a 383 941,114 64 904,581 28 |Dr. 36,533 36 
= mrominion-total..)icss..28..0..0.. 4,514 15,732,281 39 15,802,208 54 |Cr, €9,927 15 


ae addition to the above land sales there are 2.051 completed sales for which figures are not 
available. 


EsTaTES AND FORECLOSURES 


STOCK AND EQUIPMENT SALES 


Number 


District and Province of Disbursements Receipts on Deficit 
cases resale 

ve) ies SS See SS 
$°" ets: S$”? cts: $ 6 
VianCouvertss cacti ee cassie 0 Speen ic 807 753,326 78 336,482 74 416, 844 
DTIC Tao pelea oder no, 3D tCODe 434 407,671 04 169,210 36 238, 460 
British Columbia...... 1,241 1,160,997 82 505, 693 10 655, 304 
Chal AP sn fc trscasm te a crrsnmeininsamingeie aiasasmuainreidin anaes 917 1,314,229 46 502,001 39 812, 228 
Bamonton..¢. occ 620 Gest ie inereeeaes 1,266 1,664,438 45 706,447 26 957,991 
RIDOLrbain take oes ori satee Doretoyister ts 2,183 2,978,667 91 1,208,448 65 1,770, 219 
Roegina...c0f.s.. ss eee es ol Aaaepigneagee 686 _ 755,616 47 285,506 45 470, 110 
Ga glcaGOON\. ata cee eke cheese mer aya: 599 762,224 44 320,006 37 442,218 
Prince Albert: «...2. soars isan Se oy 412 498,119 61 215,434 93 282, 684 
Saskatchewan......-2-.-2.0eeee es 1,697 2,015,960 52 820,947 75 1,195,012 
SY PTE To) Or Ste ee BRE eat ice ni OC 1,709 2,372,852 08 693,597 81 1,679, 254 
QODEALIO. och eee ceeisnea Adin hes aleve slats ar eames 435 433,827 85 220,698 18 213, 129 
@uebecke eee ree ae es eo 262 384,821 63 187,983 56 196, 838 
Maritime Provinces.........+.+-+eeeee rere: 565 491,574 45 221,842 77 269, 731 


Dominion total...... 8,092 9,838,702 26 3,859,211 82 5,979, 490 


EstTaTES AND FORECLOSURES 


REVENUE FROM LEASE RECEIPTS, SALE OF CROPS OR STANDING HAY DURI 


CALENDAR YEAR 1928 
Number 
; District and Province of Amoun 
farms 
$ 

WaneoUu Ver soc act: BAAS HUNG. + + Saleh BSS ROE SP rs oar ors a eating 130 yi 
Votnon....: col. Ae beias gts s+ 1S SOE BPR a cr bee oS ae reer eee eee 179 15, 33 
British Columbit.ce.«.. . i abe-Bbe> bition ee Gates <= ig inet re eae 309 22,50 
Calearyicn..<. caeebgae Pass Sth d- o) ERR GET RES haar arrose 239 33, 34 
i ET aes See Dapmppeebir ye MeanrPre ceo ten yen Pri ee ewe 8 | 294 20,77 
NDP ER onc nde 6.0 <n mssrnceie suai, < aoasis. } ouepese 7 sikes areata tinas Be ae aera 533 54, 12 

1 COAT a ES mY nese cere eres,  ePe  e 424 43, 86 
a slcn GOON a ciccee Coscia < +n dps Ok Ec re 9 Rn ce Racal ca cn a 228 27, 5 
Prince Albert. ¢. 00.) yuck casey os oe Aa) oh [erase eee aia ce 90 8,7 
Maskatche wall too. sc sede ac sain ¢ oe tpleeint oeep eee: SSeb len r mearaianen 742 80, 1 
YS i eR SE eA gE Toran SMe pO OR 814 40, 6 
TFAERHIO oo, acd donk bose g een ey vdlon aaa Ny aig ae ea ae ce 102 6,7. 
THNOW ORS oa cok eed nas owe we pe os ale clas cme me aaa aa ace Bl | - * 2a 
Maritime Provinces. «Aisa nceas so. e+ aris eerie: shines are sie pee re aie 22. 7 
Dominion tetaljage dco ooss aweducdonwrre ts competetion - i oeaie aces 2,573 207 8 


Nee eee anne 
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To His Excellency the Right Honourable Visco 
G.CM.G., G.C.LE., Governor General and C. 
Dominion of Canada. 


unt Willingdon, G.C.S.L., 
ommander in Chief of the 


May Ir Purase Your EXCELLENCY: 


The undersigned has the honour to present to You 
eport of the Soldier Settlement Board of Canada on its 
tom January 1, 1929, to December 31, 1929. 


r Excellency the eighth 
activities and operations 


I have the honour to be, 


Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 


CHARLES STEWART, 
Acting Minister of Immigration and Colonization. 


TTAWA, February 15, 1930. 


1850—13 


Orrawa, February 14, 193 


To the Honourable 
the Acting Minister of Immigration and Colonization. 


The Soldier Settlement Board of Canada submits its eighth report on it 
activities and operations from January 1, 1929, to December 31, 1929. 


J. G. RATTRAY; 
Chairma 


E. J. ASHTON, 
Commuissione 


S. MABER, 
Commission 


FOREWORD 


In presenting its Eighth Annual Report, the Soldier Settlement Board hopes 
that it will be carefully read and studied. 

The report presents in detail what has been done during the year 1929, but 
I Rie to point out some of the main features. 

_ ‘The Financial Section is important and it is well to note that for the 
calendar year 1929, the board paid into the public treasury the sum of $4,279, - 
129.43. 

In order to do this, the settlers’ agricultural production must have been 
between twenty and twenty-five millions of dollars in value. I wish to impress 
this because it is a feature of soldier settlement liable to be overlooked in the 
attention paid to the failure cases. It is worth noting that while a number of 
settlers during the past year have given up their farms, the amount paid into 
the treasury is about the same as during previous years. The total loan 
payments turned in by the board since its inception amount to $43,138,684.45. 

During 1929 the Audit Board of Canada, on the instructions of the Treasury 
Board, made an independent examination of the finances and operations of the 
Soldier Settlement Board since its inception. This report is now in the hands 
of the Government. 


Much of the time of the field staff during 1928, and part of 1929, was taken 
up in land revaluation duties. As soon as the greater part of this was com- 
pleted, specific efforts were made to dispose of lands that had reverted to the 
board. During 1929 a total of 1,286 parcels of land were sold at an aggregate 
price of $2,893,413, or in other words, nearly three million dollars worth of land 
9ecame interest bearing and taxable. It is worthy of note that the majority of 
hese sales were made to farmers or farmers’ sons, resident in the immediate dis- 
ict. This is a favourable commentary on the soundness of agricultural con- 
litions in Canada. 

Our intensified efforts to dispose of surplus lands will be continued in the 
10pe that all reverted properties will, in a year or two, become revenue pro- 
lucing and taxable. I should like to remark here that it is reasonable to believe 
hat Canadian farm lands are now as low in price as they will ever be, and that 
t is a good time for farmers to buy—that is—if we are justified in our vision 
f the future of Canada. 

Revaluation is nearing completion. Less than one hundred field appraisals 
re still to be made. The average reduction given on revaluation is about 24 
er cent and entails writing off some seven million dollars of the advances made 
o soldier settlers: The full effect of revaluation will not be apparent for about 
wo years. In the meantime, every effort will be made to see that the maximum 
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benefit of this legislation is obtained by the settler. This will be done by close 
and careful supervision and “Advice to the settlers who have not been as success- 
ful as had been hoped, and also by some modification of the annual payments 
where there is reasonable possibility of ultimate success. 

The point is sometimes raised as to why so many soldier settlers hav 
vacated their farms. A study of the question suggests a comparison of the aver 
age period of tenure of soldier settlers with that of other farmers. Approxi 
mately fifty-five per cent of the soldier settlers established by the board ar 
still on their original land holdings and on the average they have been farming 
for eleven years. Information gathered by the board on this subject, although 
not complete for the Dominion, indicates that in the prairie provinces, the 
average tenure of other farmers is in the neighbourhood of eleven years. From 
the above, it will be seen that soldier settlers compare favourably in this respect 
with other farmers. 

When a settler voluntarily leaves his farm, he executes a Quit Claim Deed 
If the board takes foreclosure proceedings, the settler is served with a Thirty 
Day Notice of Cancellation of Contract. If the settler objects, he has thirty 
days in which to appeal to the head office of the board. When such appeals are 
received, a thorough investigation is personally made by the Chairman of the 
board, or by one of the commissioners. Every possible consideration is shown 
to the settler, and he is treated with the utmost fairness and sympathy. 

Among our settlers there are many who have made an outstanding success 
and in order that there may be a public record, illustrative of the part playe¢ 
by soldier settlers and British families in the agricultural development of 
Canada, an appendix to this report is being issued, which will, I think, be of 
snterest to all Canadians concerned in the welfare of returned soldiers, and im 
the settlement and agricultural development of this country. 


J. G. RATTRAY, 
Chairman. 
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} AGRICULTURAL CONDITIONS 


Seasonal conditions must be taken into consideration in reviewing the pro- 
gress of settlers on the land. The season of 1929 followed a year in which 
Canada was able to record the largest grain crop in her history, with a wheat 
yield alone of 566 million bushels. While the official estimate of the 1929 crop 
at the close of the year was only 299,520,000 bushels, it should be remembered 
that in the five-year period from 1920 to 1924 inclusive the average yield was 
340,000,000 bushels. For all principal field crops the estimated value in 1929 
was $986,986,000, compared with $1,125,003,000 in 1928. 

A circumstance that worked to the advantage of farmers in the Prairie 
Provinces was the lessened cost of harvesting operations, due to the smaller bulk 
of straw and the increased use of the harvester combine. The grade, too, was 
uniformly high, by far the greater proportion of the wheat cut in the three 
prairie provinces being of contract grade. Live stock wintered well and there 
was ample feed when spring work commenced. Some welcome moisture was 
received during the last week in May, but as the season progressed the absence 
of rain retarded growth, as a result of which the yield was greatly diminished. 
Farmers harvested their crops at a minimum of expense and their operations 
were completed unusually early, enabling them to cultivate their land before 
the arrival of frost. At freeze-up it was estimated that from 80 to 85 per cent 
of the land for next year’s crop was ploughed, as compared with little more than 
00 per cent in the fall of 1928. During the early winter there was a generous 
fall of snow, which gives promise of abundant moisture in the spring. A good 
deal of new land was broken and developed last fall by board settlers and others. 
This was especially the case in northern Saskatchewan, where about 9,000 
acres of new breaking was done. In the northern part of Alberta there was a 
heavy influx of land settlers from the United States and from other provinces 
of the Dominion and many new homesteads were taken up. 

British Columbia’s climate varies greatly in the different sections of the 
province. In the central area comparatively good yields were obtained. In 
the Nechako valley oats yielding from 80 to 100 bushels were fairly common. 
In the Fraser valley a good grain crop was harvested. Poultry raising is very 
popular in this valley and poultrymen obtained higher prices for their eggs than 
in the previous year. 

In western Ontario yields were good, but in other parts settlers’ returns 
were somewhat below average owing to dry weather. Farmers have been feed- 
ng cows on winter rations since the first of October. There was a satisfactory 
rield of fruit of good quality. Poultrymen had a good year and the buying 
af baby chicks is increasing throughout the province. 

Conditions in Quebec were on the whole satisfactory. The maple sugar 
op did not yield as large returns as in 1928, but prices were steady and farmers 
vere satisfied. Milch cows throughout the province remained high in price, a 
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contributing factor being heavy shipments to United States purchasers. Pork 
prices advanced and although mill feeds were high in cost farmers were able to 
realize a profit from their hog-raising operations. 

In the northern part of New Brunswick there was ample moisture, but 
below the Miramichi river an unusually dry spell had a retarding effect and 
crops were below the average. The potato crop, though slightly below average in 
yield, brought from $2 to $2.75 a barrel in the field in the digging season. Since 
then the market has become stocked, and prices have declined. 

In Prince Edward Island crops were fair only, having suffered from dry 
weather, but seed potatoes commanded a good price. In western Nova Scotia 
the apple crop was large but prices only fair. Field crops in the remainder of 
the province were up to the average with the exception of hay. ; 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OPERATIONS 


Financial 

The following statement covers the operations of the board to the end of 
the last calendar year, 1929. Loans have been granted amounting to $111,- 
447,209.77 to 24,715 soldier settlers and the privileges of the Act have been 
extended to 6,955 others who have taken up soldier grant lands and have not 
asked for financial assistance. The loans granted were for the following purg 


poses :— 


Parr chase Gf Vand yori sen OMe chet ee. ey sMesiaiaol elt ecs causa Rt OO sco eid oe 
Removalvot encumbrances (otumemtaeites os os cist le sakes) atin ern ce 2,715,483 95 
Permanentiimaproviements, Thee kmmrimictier Mise Wledlceetnary! We suikelel tet 11,593,099 88 
Stock wequipments;ebc. cys Santee) oc stepieten © 00 cee pe ory oh 36,217,259 56 
indian solarerisetélement\\ clean ulti aa. eect ieeiemes tats is feito 428,588. 24 
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The amount loaned has been substantially reduced, the present investment, 
including unpaid interest, being $71,715,941.80. Since the inception of the 
scheme loan payments have totalled $43,138,684.45, of which $13,907,743.55 
is revenue, being interest payments. In the last calendar year payments 
amounted to $4,279,129.43, of which $1,883,244.73 was for interest. The repay 
ment of this public investment to the Treasury calls for much more than ordi- 
nary collection procedure, the board’s field staff being constantly employed in 
seeing that the farms remain revenue producing. This is required from a 
security point of view, and in protection of the public asset as represented by 
soldier settlement farms. The second special feature is that, following the 
revaluation of settlers’ lands, this measure of relief is not completed in somé 
cases with the repricing of the land. The board has made a reclassification 
and regrading of settlers in order that its field advisory services may be better 
directed in assisting those settlers whose position, following revaluation, indi- 
cates that supervision is required. 7 
In the collection year which ended June 30, 1929, soldier settlers paid in 
$3,974,035.90 against $5,052,065.68, the amount due. This sum was made up OF 
the following items:— . 


Diuepaymentas faeedose bees Gea eee Fee ee Se ae ORE Pe el ee $ 2,815,944 22 
Deasesietor. so. cme es a oie ee EN I el 5 EM RS SE 186,043 37 
IPrENAVIMNIEDUSs < Fo eee hee: ANC en tts hc ARP «ciate Ne Rewer Renn en Ea 972,045 31 


These figures represent a percentage of 59-4 of the due payments, and with 
pre-payments, 78:7 per cent. a 

The number of settlers with payments due was 15,088. Of these 6,111 made 
payments in full and 7,639 payments in part. Ninety-one per cent. of the 


settlers made payments and 3,560 settlers made pre-payments. 
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The highest percentage of payments received was from the board district 
of Quebec which paid 76-3 per cent of the amount due. Ontario was second 
with 69-3 per cent. 

The new collection period opened on J uly 1, 1929, and the last date covered 
in this report is December 31, when of the amount due $5,155,404.21, the amount 
of due payments received was $1,808,535.34, or 35-1 per cent. The province of 
Quebec shows the highest percentage of Tepayments, 53-9 for the period and 
Manitoba second with 51-7 per cent. In addition to due payments, soldier 
‘settlers paid in $520,537.62 in pre-payments and $124,982.92 was collected as 
rentals on leased lands. As the last collection period will not be completed until 
the) thirtieth of June next the amount received for the collection year will be 
considerably increased over the amount stated. 

Since the beginning 1,447 soldier settlers have repaid their whole debt to the 
Board. 


Indian Soldier Settlers 
Loans granted to Indian soldier settlers, and administered by the Depart- 


ment of Indian Affairs now amount to $307,300.25. The amount repaid by these 
Settlers to the present date is $125,550.41, of which $42,491.90 is interest. 


Insurance 


/ The amount of fire insurance in force covering the board’s properties as at 
December 31, 1929, is $22,461,008.03, of which $18,051,325.14 is carried in 
approved tariff companies and $4,409,682.89 is carried in approved farmers’ 
mutual companies. This insurance covers the following items:— 


On buildings REE G nit eS SRG Scicre cis 4 Si tea SL OR bd: lv ala $ 20,721,293 35 
ae SORT oia ie ieitimant hn ieee SLs eh ea 860,025 41 
Pe ee NG a0) 85 9.8 did iay sears. ).csinu cee 696,646 97 
De a ec ee en ee ETS i crea a 183,042 30 


The insurance in the tariff companies is written at a cost for the triennial 
deriod of $418,293.99, or at a rate of approximately seventy-seven cents per 
wundred dollars annually, while the insurance in the mutual companies costs 
73,459.64, or at a rate of approximately fifty-five cents per hundred dollars 
innually. The cash cost of the mutual insurance is really less than the figures 
how, as the premiums are calculated partially on a premium note basis. 
| The fire loss ratio on the board’s risks for the past year continues to com- 
are favourably with losses on general farm business in the Dominion, which 
nh the year 1928 amounted to 72-94 per cent. The amount recovered with 
espect to fire losses during the past year is $113,243.30. A large proportion of 
he risks in tariff companies and all of the insurance in mutual companies is 
laced by the settlers, and the premiums paid by them without any financial 
ssistance from the board. 


oldier Grant Entries 

During the year 654 soldier grant entries were made. Cancellations during 
le year reduced this number to a net of 303, bringing the total of active soldier 
fant entries since the inception of the Scheme to 10,576. Loans have been 
‘anted since inception in 3,621 cases and 6,955 have taken up their entries 
ithout financial assistance from the Board. 
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SLUR ous ee eee 
REVALUATION OF SOLDIER SETTLER LANDS 


In 1927, under the authority of an amendment to the Soldier Settlement 
Act, provision was made for the revaluation of lands which soldier settlers 
had agreed to purchase from the Soldier Settlement Board. This relief measure 
was passed owing to the deflation of land values. During the period of demobili- 
zation and for two or three years thereafter the board purchased lands at pre- 
yvailing prices which have since that time in some cases declined. Under that 
legislation such soldier purchasers who had not assigned their interest in their 
land, whose agreements with the board had not been terminated or rescinded and 
who had not repaid their indebtedness to the board were entitled to make appli- 
cation for the revaluation of such land. 

Further legislation by way of amendment to the Soldier Settlement Act was 
passed in 1928, whereby the benefits of revaluation were made applicable to 
settlers who received advances in respect to an amount loaned by the board under 
the Soldier Settlement Act of 1917 for, and expended in the purchase of agri- 
cultural land. 

In order to carry out the provisions of the revaluation legislation it has been 
necessary to arrange for the re-appraisal of 8,119 farms located in the various 
provinces of Canada during the seasons which are suitable for satisfactory field 
inspection work. 

As the amount of depreciation to be determined by the board in these 
eases is the amount by which the price at which the board agreed to sell the 
land and improvements to the settler exceeds the present value, the board has 
been obliged to reappraise these properties in their condition at the time of 
purchase, definitely establishing as a preliminary to such appraisal the condition 
of the land and buildings and other features bearing on the adaptability of the 
property for the purposes for which it was acquired; thereupon the properties 
were reappraised in that condition on the basis of present day values. | 

The appraisal then made, together with all data pertaining thereto, is first 
dealt with by a committee composed of senior members of the staff of the board 
in the district concerned. A 

The conclusions of this committee are reviewed by an independent advisory 
board, composed of local executives of mortgage companies, outstanding agricul. 
iurists and others familiar with the productivity and value of farms in the 
district. : 
By adopting this method an entirely independent group of opinions was made 
available to the board in its consideration of all questions of value and depre 
ciation affecting the properties concerned. 

The recommendation of the district office committee, as well as the indepen: 


dent advisory board, is thereupon submitted to the chairman and commissioner 
of the board at Ottawa for review in order that the amount of depreciation t 
which the settler may be entitled under this legislation might be finally deter 
mined. 
When the reduction to which a settler is entitled has been finally established 
that amount, together with interest thereon from October 1, 1925, is credited t 
the settler’s account, in accordance with the provisions of the revaluatiol 
amendment. Following is a brief summary of the work carried out in tht 
connection :— ; 
10,697 soldier settlers were eligible to make application for revaluatior 

8,322 settlers submitted applications for revaluation. 


187 settlers withdrew their applications after submission. 
10 
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Fa aT ee 


8,103 farms of eligible applicants have been revalued in detail by the 
field staff of the board. 

7,043 appraisals pertaining to revaluation have been reviewed by the 
board, checked with the title documents and disposed of by the final 
determination of the amount of depreciation to which the respective 
settlers may be entitled. 


to appeal from the board’s decision to the Exchequer Court of Canada. The 


_ procedure adopted in this connection has been simplified and legal technicalities 


haye been avoided as far as possible. 


_ making applications on their behalf for orders for extension of time for filing 


appeals where this action has not been taken within the time allowed by Order 
in Council, the board being willing at any time to render to an appealing settler 
any reasonable facilities he may request, with a view to enabling him to have his 


: appealing settlers in order that there may be no hardship through protracted and 
expensive absences from their farms. 


During the next circuit of the Exchequer Court of Canada revaluation 


appeal cases arising in the province of British Columbia and Alberta will be 


heard, commencing at New Westminster on February 18, 1930. Such subsequent 


| sittings of the Exchequer Court will be held as the necessity arises until all 
appeals have been disposed of. 


A brief summary of the result of revaluation at present is as undernoted:— 
5,640 soldier settlers have signified their concurrence in the revaluation 
awards approved by the board. 
1,138 soldier settlers have not indicated either concurrence in or objection 
to the awards against them. 
265 settlers have appealed to the Exchequer Court of Canada from the 
board’s decision with respect to revaluation. 
144 of these appeal cases have been disposed of by the judgment of the 
Exchequer Court of Canada. 
129 of the appeals so disposed of were dismissed, the greater number by 
consent on the basis of amended award and without costs. 
15 appeals have been sustained. 
116 appeal cases are yet to be heard by the Exchequer Court of Canada. 
The aggregate sale price of 7,043 farms in connection with which final 
awards have been approved is $26,557,338 and the total reduction granted in 
these cases is $6,379,930, representing an average depreciation in the value of 
these properties throughout Canada of 24 per cent. 


Land Sales 

A very important aspect of the board’s work is the effective resale of 
oroperties which have reverted to the board. This particular type of work 
lemands capable salesmanship, and a direction based on a thorough knowledge 
f local conditions, in order that the best possible prices may be secured for 
hese properties. 11 
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This is essential on account of the provision in the Act that any surplus 
arising from the resale of these farms is refundable to the individual settler con- 
cerned. A dual trusteeship therefore exists, under which the board in securing 
the maximum return to the Treasury must, at the same time, fully protect the 
interests of the retiring settler. 

Each year there are periods when it is possible to concentrate sales efforts 
on the more prosperous areas throughout the Dominion in order to take advan- 
tage of favourable selling conditions in each locality, and it is similarly necessary 
to temporarily withhold sales efforts in districts suffering adverse crop condi- 
tions. 

From the inception of the board 6,435 of these farms (including resales) 
have been disposed of. During the year 1929 alone, 1,286 farms were sold 
at an aggregate price of $2,893,413. 

For the past three years the board’s efforts with respect to land sales have 
been distinctly retarded on account of the fact that members of the staff, whose 
duties pertain to land sales were diverted from sales work in order to assist 
in the reappraisal of more than 8,000 soldier settler farms, so that the terms 
of the revalution legislation might be carried out with the least possible delay. 

Recently it was deemed advisable to carry out a complete stock taking by 
way of check appraisal of all properties on the board’s hands for sale, in order 
to establish equitable up-to-date sale prices thereon. The board’s recoverable 
asset represented in these lands is approximately ten million dollars. 

- At the rate of progress established by the 1929 sales, there is reason to 
believe that the lands at present on the board’s hands will be disposed of within 
from three to four years, on the assumption that the present sales principles are 
adhered to. 

The following is a schedule, by provinces, of sales completed last year:— 


Acreage Total Average Average — 


Provinces sold sale price price acreage — 
per farm per farm © 

# - — ——--— 

$ 8 : 

British Columbia........---- aR ER ce RAN ea ka 16, 120 625,539 2, 662 68-5 
Wa ELan en ol ete tc eens Cae oe pe eae 62,485 608, 0F6 2,023 208-28 
Saskatchemansy.. freer eo mate Ok eRe CR eet: : 73,677 837,168 Apa) °200-2— 
TT RP Ra EAL ORE Se REIT NS PR > ch a 35,931 474, 923 2,339 177-0 
Ontario........ OC Lag SANT ETE. WARK yO eee 11,685 923,700 9,237 116-85 
Quebec...... SUS 5 aaa “Ay bc: SCO a De ks A ee 3,230 62,768 2,183 121-9 
Moaritimes:. do. gid. «oh ey ane aanate aA Abe 4,807 61,259 1,404 119-U 
2,281 163-4 


CORAL AE Nc oR tee ts Pete atretnin tere 208,035 | 2,893,413 


In spite of generally backward agricultural conditions in Manitoba during 
the last few years, a total of 240 farms was resold in that province in 1929. In 
certain areas, particularly between lake Winnipeg and lake Manitoba and west 
of lake Manitoba there is a great deal of vacant abandoned farm land and the 
board, in common with loan and mortgage companies and insurance companies, 
has found it almost impossible to dispose of its properties in those districts on 
satisfactory terms. The situation is made more acute by the fact that the 
municipalities in these areas have hundreds of farms on their hands which they 
are offering for sale at only a fraction of their assessed value. An effort is being 
made to solve this problem, and it is possible that by co-operating with other 
large landholders the board may. be able to consolidate the present small scat- 
tered holdings into comparatively solid blocks of land which can be operat 

' 1 = 


successfully as cattle ranches, or as hay farms, or for other purposes. 
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In southern Saskatchewan only fair progress was made in reselling surplus’ 
farms. A good deal of time and effort was devoted to this work by our Saskatoon 
and Regina offices, but the 1929 crop in these districts was a disappointing one 
and for this reason a number of the prospective purchasers who had been lined 


which they have in view. In the meantime these farms are being leased under 


terms which provide that the land be properly cultivated and the buildings 
majntained in satisfactory repair. 

In the northern part of Saskatchewan, which is administered from the Prince 
Albert office, very good progress was made in disposing of surplus farms and 
approximately 145 sales were completed in that district. This was due partly 
to the profitable crop which was taken off and partly to the new railway con- 
struction which has stimulated land sales in certain sections. Of the 145 sales, 
the purchasers were adjoining farmers in 50 cases, and in 59 cases they were local 


farmers’ sons, or other men who had been leasing land, or had been engaged 
at farm work in the vicinity. The remaining 36 purchasers were newcomers to 


the district, many of whom came from the southern part of the province where 
their farming efforts had failed, due to drought and other adverse conditions. 

In southern Alberta about 100 farms were resold during the year and most 
of these sales were to farmers who were already operating other land in the 
vicinity. Very few new settlers have gone into this district and for this reason 
the market for the board’s land is limited largely to farmers who wish to enlarge 
their holdings. As a result of this limited demand for land, the good crops 
taken off in this district during 1927 and 1928 were not reflected to any great 
degree by increased land prices. 

In northern Alberta progress was made during 1929, particularly in the 


Peace River countr and some other pioneer districts. The total number of sales 
yi p 


amounted to 201. As a whole the prices realized were satisfactory, and this 
applies particularly to the Peace River district. Many of the purchasers were 
local men, but many others came from the more southern part of the prairies, 
as well as from United States and there was also a substantial number of immi- 
grants from Central Europe. 

In the interior of British Columbia, which is administered from the Vernon 
Office of the board, 98 farms were resold in 1929. There is a somewhat increased 
demand for land in this district and it is anticipated that this increased demand 
will continue for some time. A certain number of land purchasers were men 
who had been farming on the prairies, but there was also a substantia] number of 
Central European immigrants who purchased land in this district from the 
board. The majority of these people were of German origin and it is expected 
that more Germans will purchase land during the next year or so. The influx 
of new settlers had the effect of stimulating the desire for land on the part of 
local farmers, who had been considering enlarging their holdings but who had 
not previously taken any definite action. 

In the Vancouver district, 128 sales were effected during 1929. This district 
includes the coastal regions, Vancouver island, the Fraser River valley, the 
Cariboo district and the territory lying adjacent to the Canadian National 
railway between Fort Fraser and Prince Rupert. The sales in these areas have 
been maintained fairly well but the demand for land has been concentrated 
chiefly in the lower Fraser River valley. There has been very little activity in 
the Cariboo district or in the district east of Prince Rupert. ‘For the most part 
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‘the purchasers have been local men, or parties who had been farming on the 
prairies, but who had sold out with the idea of spending the balance of their lives 
on the coast. Land prices in the immediate vicinity of Vancouver have been 
very well maintained but in the more outlying districts it has been necessary to 
accept reduced prices in order to effect sales. 

Turning to Eastern Canada, in the province of Ontario, 117 farms were sold 
in 1929. In central Ontario, that is, in the vicinity of Toronto and west of 
Toronto, a fair demand for farms has been found and in the majority of cases the 
purchasers have been farmers established in the neighbourhood who wish to 
acquire farms for their sons or other relatives. In the dairy districts in eastern 
Ontario conditions have been rather backward and it has been difficult to 
secure buyers, and where sales have been made the purchasers in the majority 
of cases have been farmers who have desired to extend their holdings and increase 
their pasture. In northern Ontario, that is, north of lake Huron and west of 
lake Superior, a number of farms of the pioneer type have been resold to Fin- 
landers and other European immigrants. 

In the Maritime provinces, substantial progress has been made in reselling 
surplus farms. The demand for farm land in this part of the country has been 
due to some extent to the immigration of agricultural families from Great 
Britain. In spite of this influx of immigrants, land prices have not increased 
to any material extent on account of the large number of mediocre farms which 
have been vacant for several years. During the year 102 farms were resold and 
there are now only 69 properties remaining on the board’s hands. A particular 
effort is being made to dispose of these properties at an early date in order that — 
they may again be placed in production. 


ee 


GENERAL LAND SETTLEMENT 


The work of the board under this heading includes various activities involved 
in connection with the following:— . 


(a) 3,000 British Family Settlement agreement between the Imperial and 
Dominion Governments. : 
(b) 500 New Brunswick Family Settlement agreement entered into by the 
Imperial, Dominion and New Brunswick Governments. 
(c) Aftercare of British Farm Worker agreement between the Imperial and 
Dominion Governments. . 
(d) Land Settlement Service to Aliens, provided for in the agreement with 
the Canadian Railways. 
(ec) Land Settlement Services available alike to newcomers and Canadians. 


3,000 British Family Settlement Scheme 


families, supervise the family’s operations, collect monies due and generally 
advise and assist the settler in the conduct of his work. Terms of repayment of 
loans extend over twenty-five years, interest at five per cent on the amortization 
plan. The agreement allowed for the replacement of families found unsuitable 
for settlement after completing a probationary period in this country. 
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From the inception of this scheme to date, 3,349 families have come forward. 
Two thousand and forty-five families are now actively farming under land pur- 
chase agreement, the total purchase price being $8,270,914.36. Five hundred 
and seventy-one families are still on probation. Eighty-six after arrival, did 
not take up occupancy of a board property, preferring to make their own way 
independently of the scheme and six hundred and forty-seven have withdrawn. 
Of the 3,349 families who came forward, 3,214 or 96 per cent are still in Canada 
and of these 2,829 are engaged in agriculture. under the scheme or privately. 
Three hundred and eighty-five have taken up other lines of work. 

The British Government has already advanced $3,030,854.61 for the pur- 
chase of chattels and $1,500,000 is still available for this purpose. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties incident to establishment in a new country, 
the board has to date collected $927,945.21, made up of: Principal $618,780.52, 
interest $309,164.69. This js encouraging and demonstrates that the families are 
making a real effort to succeed in their undertaking. 

Details relating to settlement under this scheme, are given in tabulated form 
below :— 


3,000 BRITISH FAMILY SETTLEMENT SCHEME, DECEMBER 31, 1929 


Capital Souls Workers 
ie REA Coat 
aeky be Eee Average Number |} drawn CLES 
District Pilgnily Total | amount | Total | Average available} from ech 
Fae,” | earouet per number | Pp il (including! settle- se ie 1 
family HG settlers) ment se Gta E 
&B fe 
‘ancouver........ 289 27,775 96 1,599 5-5 506 84 5 
emon:. 2241. oe 88 9,475 108 446 5-1 149 39 1 
. Gaia a 404 28,540 70 2,071 5-1 817 49 10 
dmonton........ 537 33, 466 62 3,083 5-7 1,040 46 20 
rince Albert... . 216 12,148 56 P,.225 5:6 423 27 4 
askatoon......... 296 19,115 64 1,610 5-4 557 61 6 
BPHOAS. 313 19,337 62 1, 662 5-3 560 90 12 
imnipeg.......... 399 23,679 59 2,231 5-6 807 88 12 
BEONGO. | os.) .). se 316 17,607 56 1,822 5-8 629 67 13 
nerbrooke....... 98 3,845 39 580 6-0 199 26 2 
Lele a 393 20,529 52 2,325 5-9 807 70 1 
ominion totals. . 3,349 | 215,516 64 18, 654 5-6 


SET Roh Shc ck eee Oa te RN I ea 466 
VRC a cndb t RE MAR B N Miaca? 1,042 
“a eiag ee oS 2 IM MI a bil ig RMD Benes ial & 1,122 
“yt lea Doc oc Se Denar Ne han AR IO chet en 36 

5 EEE IES’ 2° SE POSURE SS Ala A Dele iadiin G 352 


10 New Brunswick British Family Settlement Scheme 


Under an agreement to which the British Government, the Canadian Gov- 
nment and the New Brunswick Government were parties, 500 families are to 
» settled in New Brunswick over a period of five years, beginning 1928. The 
ew Brunswick Government undertook to supply the farms, the British Govern- 
ent to advance up to $1,500 per family for the purchase of chattels and the 
ominion Government to be responsible for establishment and supervision, 
llection of monies due and administration duties in connection with the scheme. 
‘the 198 families brought forward thus far, 188 are actively farming under the 
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scheme. Great care in the selection of families for this project is being exercised 
by the department and this, it is felt, is being amply justified by the very satis- 


factory progress to date. 
The table hereunder summarizes settlement under this heading:— 


ARRIVALS— 
Total number of families arrived to December 317, 1929 i te ck celas See eth ae a 
Number arrived in 1928........4.- j.c22 estes cent ees aye ete 
Number arrived in 1929. 2..:.. 0625-22 eic ese beer eee ene eon eres 
SouLts— 
(a) Total number. yess: aoucien- tice ahaecreis he sna ee 1,251 
(b) Average number per [Ey v0s | Me enioly aa tHbk abla, tiads weir co, cig aor 6-5 
CAPITAL— 
(a). Total-amount -../.\., 9) lpene as ep ott ng = Ae UR a £14,702 ($70, 116) 
(b) Average amount per Parihl hig SBeee We chs econo} cio On daLes £74 ($356) 
FAMILIES WITH— : 
(2) Agricultural experience prior to migrating..........2.65- see cee erent 194 
(b), War Gervice.:..cesg205 2220 a ee eee oe ute yea ee eh en 85 
WorRKERS— 
Number-available. .....:-4rgskeewhe et ee eeticnn ms vaeder? sel tea teris 428 
WirrHDRAWN FROM SETTLEMENT— 
Families who have withdrawn from settlement.......--.---.--++ss200000 10 


198 


British Farm Workers—Placement and Aftercare 


Empire Settlement rate in 1929 was not extended to single men as a result 
of which the cases received by the branch for placement and five years aftercare 
were confined to families. . 

During the year 46 families reported to the branch and were placed. After- 
care reports indicate that at the end of the year 69:6 per cent were in fa 
work and 13 per cent were following other occupations. Definite information 


‘s not available as to the occupation and whereabouts of 17-4 per cent. | 
British Farm Workers—Aftercare 


During 1929, the board received for five years aftercare, 1,131 new cases. 
Of these, 531 were families brought forward by approved organizations whe 
cuaranteed initial placement at farm work; 392 were families and 53 wer 


juveniles who migrated as a result of nominations arising in Canada; 155 wer 
single men who came forward in 1928 under the auspices of the Salvation Arm 
at Empire Settlement rate, but these cases were not turned over to the bran 


for aftercare until after issuance of our 1928 report. 
The table hereunder summarizes the work in this connection:— 


- Disposition of cases at December 31, 1929 


Reported | Did not | ypigcel 


Cases Cases e employer | report 
Category received | reported aoe ee aa left ome ie : 
or on where- where- ‘e 
aftercare | to date work oo abouts abouts deceased 


unknown) | unknown) 


Canadian National Rail- 

SPARE Et. ACL CPR Ete ace 104 g2| 39) 47-6) 12] 14-6] 22) 26-8 6| 7-3 ah 
Canadian Pacific Railway 396 206] 108] 52-4| 22] 10-7) 47| 22-8 9} 4-4) 20 
Hudson’s Bay Co......... 20 13 7| 53:8 ie (er) 3] 23-1 1 ae or 1 
Alberta Government...... 11 3} 50-0 1| 16-7 9193-3) ) LOPE ee 
*Salvation Army......---- *155 1455 75i ol ae 7| 4-8) 59) 40-7 4) 2-8}. 
Nominations arising in 

Gonadasitiiee. nea 445 272) 239) 87-9] 25) 9-2 819.259] SAEs He ar 

MPotaisuerske set i tel 724| 471| 65-0| 68) 9-4| 141| 19-5] 20) 2-8 24 


* Game forward in 1928. 


LAND SETTLEMENT 


The Empire Settlement Agreement stipulates that the Canadian Government 
shall give five years aftercare to all migrants who come forward under Empire 
Settlement rate. The total number of cases received by the Land Settlement 
Branch to date involving five years aftercare, not including families under the 
3,000 and New Brunswick Family Schemes, is as follows:— 


Year Families Single men} Trainees Total 
Tal GED > Os Pies octane pee San Renter MAA Ma a rena 639 1,749 98 2,486 
BGT Aloe i ee 0 Re Racked Rl aa 1, 125 5,053 388 6, 566 
— EER ER, oe ile Site ode iene CUS TDEE nia L127; P22) 1,382 8,231 
ERE get ore ey vee et oo es 969 Dopligars s heer Sle. 1,022 
See cee ct Oe re ae Oe 3,860 12, 507, 1,868 18, 305 


* Juveniles. 


Placement of Trainees 


The movement to Canada of young men specially trained in agriculture in 
the Old Country to fit them for farm work here, continued in 1929. The board 
was called upon to place a substantial proportion of the migrants of this class 
who came forward. The work was confined almost entirely to trainces destined 
for the Prairie Provinces. 


The table hereunder records the numbers dealt with:— 


i Number 
| District placed in 
; farm work 
‘ Soe IRS Dy Sue pc Oca oO 5 
EEE oe EEE HESS Irs) CO Sa SORROW aces ae 1 
ee ee ae ae aire 426 
Sg 2 heh RIS Hes SERS © SUG Reman ime tl ancien ee 272 
eA ge oo aS ass cet Ga ec Oy 64 
(Ea IE Mi en RO co 211 
ESOC aay Sete Gee. ae Ulan eee te eee een 250 
TE Bosh O° FT cath Os ei) 2 EE TL a aR fc: Ce pe 355 
Ok tee oa a a a ee | 41 
ERs 7S eo EESTI Ie ha Ne SR as ete” Lee eee 4 
ee iM Md ee he 1 
: Bh ees ee 55 ONIN oG Manes eat |e Yoon am brgecctersd b+ 1,630 


lirecting Certificates 


The following table records the numbers of migrants who reported to Land 
ttlement District offices carrying Directing Certificates issued by the depart- 
ent’s agents in Great Britain and the United States. These newcomers were 
ssisted in connection with their various settlement problems, as is provided for 
ider the department’s Land Settlement Service. 
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Number presented from: ‘ 
pdr d cee rt eet ST ew ee OP 
District Great United 
Britain States Total 
wclh ihc sey Dine) yo alee shay peer an) be eee ee ee 
| 
SVAN COUVEL fe fled o-oss cies hyoteieleieselotee ie aie siege eres ia ST sie (eerste tare anions 10 6 16 q 
1/2 1c eee REAR SGr Mineo ae gtcG. os USBBsnR Baad it ation beam: 5 3 8 
Galpary osc. .0o. vabngs coca cone gemiemer conor 2 een ences 32 20 52 9 
1S aay 0) Re ators Senn cintrattn Got oa amneranicpmcssGrabo oH.c dic 18 86 104 
Prince Albert... sc. aschstes> Nesoise pave etic Canein clei ae ne eee nei ad cre 2 2 
SagkatOOn. hence. cree tee ae ance tie pede steasteuete ole) sVaiei at onstt nates sia cennn 20 10 30% 
TORING oc ecto ccce street rd tee” Here veins <0 cola noe eee aD aaa 10 5 15 
Nic bib hols) Hey RAEN Aolaae be cmu oegnue desi ees uupAabc dc ocoodloT I 12 7 19 
TOT ONLO «ve lide ce hake o betbner ous «nis eis Fagbasbaye ote eileen tas sar 44 3 47 
Wer brooke fo naci eens oe chess aie se, eleloleke aeatep ofan io alee iaret = le selarole micgeloieians Teg eew arene ee 7 
OVE (A the eee Sn See aS Rite ch S CnC nur rauK hou PU aC DOR Obie 5 2 7 


Investigations 


In the conduct of land settlement and placement work, special investigation 
are frequently required by the department both before and after arrival of th 
immigrant. Special investigations during the year totalled 5,480. The tabl 
hereunder indicates the nature and extent of this work:— 


Nomination of Aliens Galles 
Married tion of Miscel- 
Boa ee House- : Settle- | Assisted Total 
District vinta Juveniles} hold A ae ment con-| Passage laneous 
Mies eee workers 2 ditions | money | 
Vancouver. «ian sa 38 8 44 69 5 28 3 
Wernonm ssh eee: 108 6 13 48 27 DOF eterna nec 
Caloany.ec.e i 125 15 41 5 80 33 77 a 
Bdmonton eee: 88 16 33 18 600 150 737 15 
Prince Albert... es (Maer hay Caer Soca betaeaed ce 121 19 346 54 
Saskatoon......... 70 9 27 25 74, 67 6 27 
RECN Bs aereeeohce oe 79 7 46 20 84 30 46 
Wimpey ee 37 21 49 48 110 38 13 a 
TOrontOn eet eee 200 12 174 609 158 ASTIN: < tenaptaat ube 
Sherbrooke....... AGES Ae Aes che 10 122 49 22 1 2 
See JOUR 2 eh: cls 40 5 46 27 15 11 34 17 
ae) caddie ee Pee ee Cee ee eae 
Dominion totals. . 854 99 483 991 ese 467 1, 263 5,48 


Norn.—Miscellaneous investigations relate to matters pertaining to:—Boys’ Land Settlement Schen 
—Special enquiries from residents of Great Britain, Canada and the United States—Commutation | 
Pensions for ex-members R.1.C.—Hebridean Cottages—Lapsed Grants, etc. 


Farm Labour Placements 


In the conduct of settlement and aftercare work many placements 
replacements have to be made. A complete record of placements effected by 


the branch during the year is given in the table on next page. ¥ 
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Distinguished Visitors | 

During the past year district offices, particularly in the western provinces 
have been visited by a nvMnber of distinguished visitors from Great Britain anc 
other countries who desired to get first-hand information regarding the settle 
ment and employment opportunities of their districts. ‘The most notable amon; 
the visitors was the Right Hon. Winston Churchill, Chancellor of the Excheque 
in the Baldwin Government, who was accompanied on his tour of Canada by 
nis son and his brother, Major Churchill of the British Army. He toured th 
western wheat areas during the harvest season, particularly desiring to see th 
operation of modern harvesting machinery and what effect it has on the employ 
ment of ordinary labour. 

Sir Aubrey and Lady Symonds visited the West during seeding operation 
and were taken to a number of the best wheat-growing farms. Sir Aubrey wa 
returning to England from Vancouver where he had represented the Britis 
Government at the meeting of the National Council of Education. He wa 
accompanied by Mr. Richard, Chief Inspector of Schools for Great Britain. 

Mr. Fred Pearson, representing the British Ministry of Labour, an 
R. W. F. Johnston of the same department, were visitors who were pal 
ticularly interested in the welfare of British Trainees employed on wester 
farms. 

CG. P. Haskins of Cleveland, Ohio, who has made a study of farming cond 
tions in Europe and wished to make a survey of conditions in the Canadia 
West was shown over the district by Land Settlement officials. 

Other outstanding personages visited Land Settlement offices to call upe 
British families:— 

Sir Wilson and Lady Hungerford, 

D. H. Ross, Canadian Trade Commissioner, Melbourne, Australia. 

G. G. Anderson, British Ministry of Labour, London. 

H. W. J. Scott, British Ministry of Labour, Cardiff. 

Miss McCallum, Emigration Department, York, England. 

J. B. Riordan, Canadian Government Agent, Manchester. 

B. A. K. Donaldson, Richill Training School, England. 

Miss Elizabeth Harper, Miss Franklin, Miss Hargreaves and Mrs. Pearso 

Society for the Overseas Settlement of British Women. 

William Griffith, Emigration Agent, Cardiff, Wales. 

R. Trinnick of the Richill Training Center. | 

Miss Katherine Ross-Hume, investigating possibilities for placing domesti 

in farm service. 3 

FE. W. Minton-Beddoes, Shropshire, England. 

J. B. Griffin, British Legion, England. 

Gilbert Roche, Canadian Government Agent, San Francisco. 

James Spence, British Press Correspondent. 

J. W. F. Cardell, British Broadcasting Service, England. 

F. W. Kerr, Canadian Government Agent, Detroit. 

Mrs. Waite, C.P.R. Women’s Emigration, London, England. 

Major Cyril Bavin, Overseas League, London, England. 

Messrs. R. Tash, A. Pollard and Campbell, representatives of the Ass 

ciated Screen News. i 

Captain Lowe, British Army Headquarters, India. ‘ 

Professor Lewis Varley and Secretary, Mr. Bruneau, Belgium. * 

William Story, Canadian Government Agent, Dublin. r 

Rev. F. Pike, Church of England, Council of Empire Settlement, London. 

R. H. Hall, C.P.R., Bristol. 

Charles Herzmansky, Secretary, Austrian Emigration Office, Vienna. 
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STATISTICAL STATEMENTS 


Toran SOLDIER SETTLEMENT UNDER THE Act 


FROM INCEPTIO 


N OF THE Boarp 


TO DatE 
tl f } Total Soldier 
i : Soldier Indian soldier grant Total 
Fy District and Province settlers soldier settlers entries soldier 
p granted settlers granted without | settlement 
a loan established a loan loan 
IC OL vines teas Asan ade Medi al 2,240 ils 2,251 151 2,402 
he if a ete TUPLE an ad) ah iad 1, 264 160 1,424 
| bs British Columbia.............. 3,504 11 3,515 Sail 3,826 
ER eeepeepnte cent: Ongeieemaeth | 3,004 2 3,006 | 544 | 3, 550 
Edmonton iio banter titted sit Sil 8 Se) Mie elt eh EOL ee, see ee By i be OBS, 6, 333 
ee Alberta, 11.1.0 Hh A pte ss 2 7,107 2,776 9,883 
Pigina BCS. heat bsitleiey se etait te ee 2a Pl Ea 2,176 18 2,194 1,087 ‘ . 3,281 
MEECOD ct te et OS Mile: 5 bebe akin 2, 233 313 2,546 
Prince SUSE set beh eae aie he AE AOU LEE, [re haat een 1,691 1,586 3,207 
Saskatchewan... 6, 100 18 6,118 2,986 9,104 
Manitoba... AREY ott pS AORN le SBC Ly | am 3,711 882 4,598 
Intario. . 1,988 184 VAR WD aii tk Soe i eta elie 
Quebec. . 490 4 LE Ral eee ee 494 
New Brunswick. . dda Aib de Sp eeleaestadle sei duly Ih iad LOMB ost ate cee (19a eee | 719 
BE COUN. ao ea ee Lh? 11S Re Beep rete OSB alee ie ae vase | 498 
rince Baward Island. <1:..%)./65 001-1 % 376 5 sted hg bt a lind 381 
Bae Pioviices 0ce es he 1,593 5 5 OS 4S petites od } 1,598 
ES dee BASS aie a2 
J DonnmowTopl 24,491 224 24,715 6,955 31,670 
bx SoLpIER GRANT ENTRIES 
—_ - = Z ee Ren Ua 
a | 
7 i Total Active Entries 
at abandon- 
a Pntries Total ments 
. during soldier and Granted 
vi District and Province year grant cancel- loan Without 
~ 1929 entries lations by the loan Total 
a without | Board 
f loan 
SED). ile, MMR T I 5A AT Ae 3 193 33 9 151 160 
oy eRe eae ae eens Seana 2 256 25 71 160 231 
i 28 eS 
‘ British Columibiate ee 5 449 58 80 311 391 
in 
ROS, OTE IOS. AT BTt au 27 1,382 403 435 54d 979 
dmonton OAS Renrnnecarienhariae en €ty -n ae aCe eee 409 5, 924 2,494 1,198 Deno 3,40) 
+i + = 
BMAIberta oo 436 7,306 | 2,897 1,633 | 2,776 4,409 
4 
OR) Maer ese abies 60’ | 4,766 378 301 1, 087 1,388 
SE Rn st a, 709 242 154 313 467 
ince BESO GS 7,0 sen ome rh rice te 132 3,876 1,657 633. 1,586 2,219 
es Baskatchewan...-........-..... 192 6,351 2,207 1,088 2,986 4,074 
a ,80 UF) 088, a0 Oct ee 21 3,085 1,383 820 882 1,702 
Re ea as cere ee | sists SU TAMeN. tte os ey cag slemennteee diene ete fap pe, « Oallen 
RU ee ee eee sic tresbowstctkbe >}: mea oat aacieaa 
le DORE eC Pe Oe, 2 NOR See 72 fr Pe 
va, (ye ee eet Be Sa Silat al ca 
ee e Edward 2S GSMS AUS io EAR 2 ch 2 I a ON Nea are 
a Maritime BCR bah. | CMR COMGMMOS, FRAINGE ocean 
f Dominion totalessre-o)...... 17,191 6, 615 3,621 6,955 10, 576 
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Loans To SerrLers, DECEMBER 31, 1929. 


Removal of Stock and : 
hand encumbrances} Permanent equipment Total 
District and Province radinian on soldier improve- special loans 
es P settlers’ ments advances, 
land ete. 
$ cts. $ _ cts. S) (Cte. $ cts. 

WeHGOHVGD.<.<...ck.aees ace en 5,951,303 35 292,826 28] 1,323,547 08} 2,694,609 42| 10,262,286 13 
Qiernoi.< 2 cf... cea tee Crees 3,414,587 13 210,814 24 899,906 66) 1,486,281 55} 6,011,589 58 

British Columbia....... 9,365,890 48 503,640 52| 2,223,453 74) 4,180,890 97 16,273,875 
Galgnrg i’. .52 seca wk oe ee 8,899,741 88 391,791 32} 1,482,721 70) 5,173,864 92} 15,948,119 
Gd wONGON .. occ sends So's ss «is 7,263,338 41 408,033 68} 1,685,451 32| 6,441,667 01 15,798,490 4 

Atberta. aco sn ee eae 16,163,080 29 799,825 00} 3,168,173 02) 11,615,531 93 31,746,610 2 
Leh See ee ee ae 6,096,073 87 414,505 47} 1,021,481 17) 3,221,119 77 10,753,180 28 
SUSICRGOOIE ! REbee oe os See tes we 5,638,737 56 326,789 29] 1,127,135 39} 3,622,226 46 10,714,888 71 
Prawce Alberts s255.. <= sso se 2,647,053 79 93,406 28 $43,162 11] 2,613,604 10} 6,197,226 2 

Saskatchewan........... 14,381,865 22 $34,701 04) 2,991,778 67) 9,456,950 33 27,665,295 21 
Wisiri toe oe ce Sa os Soe 9,261,880 97 187,110 14} 2,458,928 93} 6,429,477 26) 18, 337, 397 
ABest 2 2s Bee cs © Sac 6,304,263 98 194,964 45 461,024 95} 2,231,253 71 9' 191.507 OS 
GGHOG Ts cE chee estes Poise 1,566,128 37 26,522 08 95,620 41 814,908 06} 2,503,178 § 
Maritime Provinces........--- 3,449, 668 83 168,720 72 194,120 16} 1,488,247 30 5,300,757 0 


Dominion totals........ 60,492,778 14] 2,715,483 95) 11,593,099 88 36,217,259 56 
Advances to Indians.......... AIS (SSS a Oe SL eee. oh foes oes eee ee 428, 588 2 
Poial Koso cee eet ct 60,921,366 38] 2,715,483 95| 11,593,099 88] 36,217,259 56}111, 447, 209 r 


REVENUE AND REPAYMENTS 


Commence- 
ment 
District and Province to end of 
fiscal year 
1927-1928 

S$ ? eis. 

Vannouver.’.: coed oe ei es oe eee eel oe 3,516,256 56 
Wernon... 5.2. canoe cee ee 2 Ss camisiene 1,697,692 76 
Berstish Golum ber oe - aes Sook «nase 5,213,949 32 
AFA OT GSR 2 en ee ee eng a aeinapomrasioie alone 4,641,359 49 
Bdmonton. 2s x3 625. fe; Babs ett ee 4,654,440 71 
A Werest ee eee an a nae 9,295,800 20 
Regia. ¢.. es a0 - 2 ab knk= san nnn an commen sae 3,875,702 30 
SE GKGEGOR . 25. moi. co 2s ~RE «~~ oes ae eges ae 3,451,690 80 
Prmce AtherGic.20 <2 see. ph ee os oR Re eo ee 2,048,179 74 
SEES YS ee Ge ee ear: 9,375,572 84 
Meantinba: boon os bc oo asia 3 een enaene 4,743,574 61 
GeriersG......¢. bes. << =~ Soe = - ees $= 4,072,077 34 
igechiet.. boo oes ccs fen oe n-ne ee ee 980,799 82 
Maritime Provinces..........--. 22. 2eeeeeee: 2,075,459 93 
Department of Indian Affairs... ne teeeeeeeees 06,908 73 


Empire Settlement Repayments Canadian 


Goverment’. (:525. <20k «2 chaeen soe 94,930 39 


466,880 98 483,637 97 
679,475 47 402,249 95 
626,718 76 501,479 30 


1,306,194 23 


251,978 59 


4,055,727 67 


4,186,743 98} 3,371,828 70 


111,018,621 5 


Part 
Fiscal fiscal year Total to 
year = Dee 
1928-1929 
Dec. a. 1929 
$ cts 
337,142 11 


129,738 87 


903,729 25 
262,414 23 
373,138 94 
316,815 43 


952,368 60 


556,015 40 
444,346 60 


421,404 15 361,426 32 
343,125 98 286,740 59 
94,390 63 77,203 48 
152,749 43 153,707 78 


3,218,813 99 


131,016 31 153,014 71 
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Repaw Loans in Fuup 


Pile”: : Total 

District and Province repaid 

loans 
iy ke ree Ree 165 
ee er rg rial... (i MONA en noe eae 69 
ER ee age cats: ue DOBIY). hie. \eptietuyes Wee hte Make 234 
| eee cha Se ELEN), OM NSE WAC, Bara ers oreo oo eee RM TCT ote aa meeal 127 
Sa ee PM) MAT RR DUBS tee ya dns res ss io einen. oa Dad os ered 299 
EEE 00 Jc 30 <P) EO ee eR a 426 
ee ee eiien hts man id I seh fi Ald caviztite dn tchuatteosntand. 143 
EES 1201 IES OUST SN AGO AROS MR aN Rabb ae ai 74 
(ESS S5 AAT a BO oe OU ae ce Cu ae 108 
er remnant Cee ayers OP Seti ses Ve thou os oe ches 325 
i eke su c 2vatlanmeee ete nas 74 
ee rei cort ool Rican SR ae ee 217 
BR ee a eG RRS AR Rati a bis es ec 17 
ee ie leu ee ee 53 
ONS one At co ceactode Gh Ae ee San OR INR RES Leaner 50 
(| EESTOCSACEUINER 8 7 Set: BM aan Mg a DOR aI ea Se 51 
EIR G TESTE nada arn ee ree een 154 
Re ce, sar yete he Mum eo 1,447 


Civilian Md 
purchagers Reh cl 
of soldier | PUtChasers 

settlers’ ‘ nie 

lands popat 
(DS ds Nee et Sica Sethe I Sar rr 600 46 
(OER Ses SLEPT 8 cist AiR a ot) Al a ea A 223 12 
British Columbia 823 58 
SEERA ieee Replace Reon eet Raa Rape a a oe 353 15 
(TREES BRE RS els eo Se I 781 47 
Pees errata. foe eer ol ods ook). ok coveinecnk, 1,134 62 
Er Ope crge! Sipieid/ earnest oie-y cucu cru ince nonedeaslbee on; 341 uu 
RR a eG ee 292 10 
ie Petts... 5. AON Td Sebibig gh Sally BIN) AC Mae STR 463 39 
Saskatchewan 1,096 60 
ME i ee eee 431 12 
ET ar. 5 hice ice eee coke. Se belotes pape ten tay aiica ores ee aces art ee 351 17; 
PRES AS RE  le  S 217 14 
eee = 58 ent eee ere ee oe 169 10 
MU dh osc sce acy shox 102 2 
ME St es ne ok ee 80 7 
Maritime Provinces 351 19 
4,403 242 
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LAND SALES 


— Cost to the Selling price Balance 
Board 
$ cts. oo Sete: $ = cts. 
4,622 cases land and stock and equipment completely 
ee ae ie io nln tye ieee 16,224,872 33 | 16,374,049 15 |Cr. 149,176 82 
789 cases land and stock and equipment sold (docu- 
ments not complete)........--..22 eee e eects: 2,471,235 25 2,263,978 58 |Dr. 207,256 67 
206 cases land sold, stock and equipment not sold... 736,129 80 646,143 77 |Dr. 89,986 03. 
5,617 farm units resold.........0-.s..e0 0 tebe ese e re ee: 19,432,237 38 | 19,284,171 50 |Dr. 148,065 88 
1 
N.B.—In addition to the above there are 818 land sales in process of completion. 
ToraL LANDS Resotp By DIsTRIcT 
District and Province Number Cost to the Selling price Balance 
of units Board 
$). cts. Seis: $ cts 
VANCOUN EIA Te eee terete ease Temnetate 658 2,536,076 03 2,355,736 27 |Dr. 180,339 76 
ES AYE Ee ae ie eR cals, Serene ee gee 192 800,769 22 757,484 64 |Dr. 43,284 58 
British: Columbia... ceases ne 850 3,336,845 25 3,113,220 91 |Dr. 223, 624 
Caley eo veh Me monal ani ails tela ale 651 | 2,638,769 12 | 2,669,912 14 |Cr. 31,143 02 
Hid ontons sco s sR: CAC 1,053 2,904,945 97 3,129,789 69 |Cr. 224,843 72 
SANE GT Gar es co Mette peel ORS Sa ennai Siete 1,704 5,548,715 09 5,799,701 83 |Cr. 255,986 7A 
PRieain ay Gerire- Be est wap es sce ocakcen aa 485 1,882,372 60 2,038,489 72 |Cr. 
SPV AEE ALE OTO NY (LUANG IRs + lucene Aiieere ee inland agora 468 1,696,927 62 1,720,849 59 |Cr. 
PLINGaeALDErb Ree ee ee OMB, fore gall 354 808,186 52 1,008,257 $9 |Cr. 
Qa SICA CHOWAN a gestae hotels 1,307 4,387,486 74 4,767,597 30 |Cr. 
AR Aeth OL OL EME aR 2 Rie Re tee eter enacts arrnc 569 2,400,863 36 2,133,749 56 |Dr. 
CURE ATIO | Oe COT Hah ea aye Mat Rents EROS 462 1,610,842 83 1,559,463 75 |Dr. 
(yi of on ean ge eh cee Soe cam peor oat J 240 949,944 76 799,962 83 |Dr. 
Niels UTI Sy 16 er ei Paes vert tener petals 249 637,316 93 601,173 84 |Dr. 
ENV COUN eee REE cere Cronin sta elege 136 351,429 92 304,417 36 |Dr. 
Prince Hdward Island’... $..:...22.4-+.+-- 100 213,792 50 204,884 12 |Dr. 
faritime Provinces...............- 485 1,202,539 35 1,110,475 32 |Dr. 
MOMMA OM LOLA laneaeer wlan cycestacielee 5,617 | 19,482,237 38 | 19,284,171 50 Dr. 


N.B.—In addition to the above there are 818 land sales in process of completion. 
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ESTATES AND ForEcLOSURES—StTock AND EQUIPMENT Sars 


Number Receipts 
District and Province of Disbursements on Deficit 
cases resale 
$ cts. $ © ets. $ © cts. 
BCOUNET! trae han dlp ey RN 895 882,104 36 392,086 09 490,018 27 
CHLOE Berar one iets MAN ae nee Wales a 475 457,094 73 193,256 34 263,838 39 
British Columbia.w.) holy oa. a 1,370 1,339,199 09 585,342 43 753,856 66 
EES Ok ee ae ie 1,370 | 1,461,556 01 565,108 21 896,447 80 
Edmohton SeodOn ect here, Stee anan Dee Aen 1,369 1,859,061 12 802,379 64 1,056,681 48 
Alberta eo Men Se cae 2,739 3,320,617 13 1,367,487 85 1,953,129 28 
ES eee ese 20 ed a 748 868,486 11 319,116 95 549,369 16 
BAUOOU eed wade 0.5 e kW 667 879,127 09 369,620 65 509,506 44 
mee Atherton ei tk | 494 620,746 05 262,943 91 357,802 14 
Saskatchewan. |... ..4, om. 1,909 2,368,359 25 951,681 51 1,416,677 74 
Manitoba ng .c4 eae, eae ee 2,141 2,968,041 52 849,719 62 2,118,321 90 
Ontario. 489 478,739 O1 243,422 O1 235,317 00 
Quebec mao) oe ee ae 298 423,047 63 210,115 45 212,932 18 
Maritime Provinees....., 601 563,601 88 251,566 69 312,035 19 
Dominion totale 9,547 | 11,461,605 51 4,459, 335 56 7,002,269 95 


ESTATES AND FoRECLOSURES—REVENUE FROM LEASE Receipts, SALE 
oR STANDING Hay During CaLenpar YEAR 1929 


6 


OF CROPS 


Number 
si District and Frovince of Amount: 
‘ farms 
$ ets. 
eouver AES oe Beormeksn nate tobias Gr oh S Mey Gee Se ae en nen ae ee a 133 8,788 36 
(EMRE SF US ae Aes eae OR A OE a A IRR RS 209 14,187 69 
rR OLE Lagi nail ONL. eR 342 22,976 05 
IE be ae ee ae ge aa et ee 267 19,206 14 
| EIERT, Se et US Nl SGA IC ao AR ee 302 T2857 on 
Dibereeem Peecet. eee vem etre A Be 569 31,723 45 
(LOSER EE Ect 20 Motor nf) Caan OR DIS a ee 394 83,492 51 
REE 8 Bite rar geen ne we 253 29,151 08 
inc e TU aoe Bs ee Oe A Ae a 113 13,231 48 
Peskaivhowane 4.08); ese ee Se SS SS 760 75,875 07 
CTT Ca eee a i SS ae Rh 757 40,706 52 
iis pethidine iss ke eS 33 4,336 46 
ee eee ee ee 21 2,550 11 
USNS GAIA CS 6 CAE ee ce RS ae 17 1,097 00 
OSS TOTAL Obi ek <a tn gn ae ee 2,499 179,264 66 
a a 
25 
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RESULTS OF SUPERVISION 


Results of the close supervision of low grade soldier settlers are shown in 
the marked improvement in the standing of many of these men, in the increased 
clearing and breaking up of new land, in the summer-fallowing of weedy land, 
in better methods of farming, in the general improvement of their herds and 
flocks. ‘This supervision has demonstrated to a substantial number that the 
board is interested in their general welfare apart from the purely collection 
aspects. As the settlers gradually consolidate their position the attention of 
the supervisor is relaxed and the field staff has more time to concentrate on 
a smaller number whose need of supervision is greater. With more time to 
spend on low grade soldier settlers it is expected that a number of them will” 
be assisted materially, particularly where revaluation has been the means of 
lessening their indebtedness and their annual instalments. | 

One such settler in Ontario who had been employed on a railway lost 
his job and was compelled to return to his farm and depend on it entirely for — 
his revenue. While he was away from the farm his wife operated it with | 
hired help. When he returned to the farm he made plans with the assistance 
of the supervisor to operate to full capacity and financial assistance was — 
given to purchase milch cows and increase his live stock generally. From 50 
poultry he has now 250. The orchard is being carefully sprayed and looked — 
after, and in 1929 settler had a crop of tomatoes from 12,000 plants, realizing” 
sufficient to meet his payment. 

Another settler purchased a farm on his own in 1921 and in 1923 was 
given assistance by the board to pay off the encumbrances. The farm is a 
poor one and returns have been small. Settler and his wife were so discour- 
aged by 1926 that they were on the point of giving up, but were encouraged 
to continue and by practising the strictest economy have been able to meet 
their payments each year. They have been encouraged to increase their flock 
of poultry and to grow potatoes as a cash crop. The farm will never be a 
heavy producer, but the settler and his wife have been changed from a con- 
dition of discouragement and feel they now have a chance of success. 

In the western provinces there are many instances where settlers had 
gone heavily into arrears from straight grain growing and have been urged 
by their supervisors to change their farming methods. One such settler im 
Southern Alberta was advised to go into sheep raising, as a result of which 
he has now paid off his arrears, placed his loan in good standing and is on 
the way to success. Another settler was also urged to adopt sheep raising. 
He has now a flock of 300 head and will soon be in a position to carry his 
overhead without difficulty. Still another who went into arrears from straight 
erain growing was advised to go into poultry intensively. His loan is now im 
good standing and his flock is an inspiration to the community. Another 
settler was urged to develop his dairy herd and his cows are gradually placing 
him in a secure position. : 

The district of Prince Albert affords many instances where supervision 
has vastly improved the position of settlers. The field staff of the board, by 
encouraging desirable settlers to break up more land or to change their methods 
of farming by trying other crops and by adding to their live stock activities 
have turned what appeared to be sure failures into successes. One such settler 
who had a series of reverses for several years culminating in the loss of his 
barn and feed by fire was encouraged in every way by his supervisor, and now 
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feels that he is going to succeed. Another who started on a bush half-section 
has had a slow hard job getting his holding into shape, but through encour- 
agement and advice of his supervisor promises to pull through. The district 
still has over 200 settlers on bush holdings who need all the help and advice 
the supervisor can give them to get on a safe footing. 

In the irrigated areas of the Vernon district of British Columbia, where 
Seepage causes trouble, our field men have assisted settlers in investigating 
and Wade ae their cases to the authorities. 

nother phase which has to be carefully watched is the matter of the 
renewal of conditional licences and the completion of works under the Water 
Act. The fact that a great many soldier settlers have young orchards planted 
to the right varieties and now coming into bearing is undoubtedly due to the 
efforts and advice of the field men, who in many instances refused to approve 
purchase of inferior varieties, and this supervision is being continued in the 
matter of proper spraying, pruning, cultivation and fertilization. 

A soldier settler who came to Canada from England in 1904 was engaged 
prior to the war in making bricks. After his return from the war he was 
employed as brickmaker and later as grocery clerk. In 1920 he was established 
on 153 acres near Vernon, nearly all planted to orchard. He obtained advances 
totalling $6,150. With this overhead he had one continual struggle to make 
ends meet. Due, however, to the foresight of the supervisor, good varieties of 
fruit were chosen with a result that to-day he has a full bearing orchard, returns 
from which enable him to live comfortably and make his payments in full 
when they come due. He has accomplished this despite the usual setbacks 
of occasional poor crops, poor prices, family sickness, and it is directly due to 
a great deal of hard work, perseverance, privation and a willingness to be 
guided in his operations by his: field supervisor that he is succeeding so well. 
During the years that his young trees were maturing settler concentrated on 
growing vegetables between the rows, following mixed farming as far as his 
holding would allow, by keping cows, hogs and poultry and working out when- 
ever possible. He built himself a nice home and full set of outbuildings. 

Another settler was established on 11 acres of raw land on the Penticton 
benches in 1920. Most of the land required levelling and the lot had to be 
piped to be irrigated effectively. The first year he levelled and planted about 
six acres to trees. He worked out with his team part of the time, but found 
that in this way he could not give the holding the attention it required, so pur- 
chased some grade cows. Later he changed to pure-bred Jerseys. His trees 
are now coming into full bearing so he has disposed of his cows with the excep- 
tion of one for his own use. He has also levelled the balance of the lot and 
planted out trees. For a number of years he has been preparing the district 
exhibit of fruit and showing at the Provincial Exhibition at New Westminster 
and at the Vancouver Winter Fair. Several times he has taken first prize for 
the district exhibit, as well as numerous prizes in the different classes. The lot 
is kept in excellent shape at all times and is one of the nicest younger orchards 
in the district. 

Another soldier settler who was born in England made an application to the 
board in 1924 for a loan on 40 acres of uncleared land in the Grindrod district 
of British Columbia and was advised that his application could not be con- 
sidered until at least 20 acres were cleared and ready for the plough. He 
devoted all his spare time to this end and in 1925 had cleared the required 
acreage and was eventually established. He was handicapped at first by the 
dirty condition of his land and was advised by his field supervisor to make 
dairying, hogs and poultry his chief lines in order that crops grown could be 
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fed. With the assistance of the field supervisor he worked into a good herd of 
dairy cows, a good strain of Berkshire hogs, and poultry, with which he now 
finds himself able to meet his annual payments in full. He has had several 
setbacks—the loss of three of his best cows, crop failure caused by cutworms 
and high water. In 1927 his wife was in hospital for several months. Since his 
establishment he has cleared an additional four acres and has built himself a 
comfortable home and a full set of outbuildings.. His success can clearly be. 
traced to his tenacity of purpose, a willingness to make sacrifices when neces- 
sary, living economically and accepting and acting on advice of his field 
supervisor. 

Quebec also affords examples of low grade soldier settlers being saved from 
failure by the activities of their field supervision staff. Three of the most out- 
standing cases may be cited. The first is that of a West Indian, who before the 
war was engaged as a porter, and on his return to Canada in 1919 made appli- 
cation for a loan. As he was totally inexperienced he took a course of training 
at the Lennoxville Training Centre, and worked for a short time with local 
farmers. He was established in 1920. He started off with the idea of being a 
gentleman land proprietor and ran deeply into debt. By 1925 his arrears had 
accumulated to well over $2,000. He had taxes owing amounting to several hun- 
dred dollars and local debts of several hundred more. In 1926, it was decided to 
rescind his agreement but he came to the board with an appeal for one last 
cpportunity to make good. He was told that if he would carry on under the 
complete direction of his supervisor and assign his full milk cheques to the 
board he would be given a chance. He agreed and from that time on he has 
made steady progress. From his milk cheques the board retains $70 per month, 
and any new commitments for equipment he must make through the board. 
This, undoubtedly, is a case where if the supervisor had not taken over the 
handling of his resources he would have been a complete failure. As it is to-day 
he is classed as a Grade 1 settler and has every chance to succeed. 

The second case in which a settler was removed from the category of ‘‘ Sure 
to fail,” and placed in Grade 1, “ No doubt of success,” is that of a man who 
was established on a 100-acre farm in 1919. He was making fair progress when 
he had the misfortune to lose his wife, who had been a great help to him both 
in the home and in connection with the work on the farm itself. As he had a 
number of young children it was necessary for him to engage a housekeeper. 
The main Central Railway closed down, leaving him twelve miles from the 
nearest railway station. On top of this came a crop failure and the settler 
became thoroughly discouraged and advised that he proposed to throw up the 
proposition. His field supervisor persuaded him to stay and a special effort 
was made to obtain better stock so as to increase his milk cheques. The super- 
visor also assisted him in the marketing of his cream and in procuring a proper 
water supply, which had been retarding features. To-day his success is prac- 
tically assured. t 

A third one to be mentioned in this connection is a man who before the 
war was a stationary engineer, handling one of the largest dredges in Montreal 
harbour. On account of a complete nervous breakdown overseas, he was unable 
to return to his work and decided to take up farming although he had no pre- 
vious experience in that line. He took a course of training at the Lennoxville 
Training Centre and worked for local farmers. In 1921 he was established on 
an 83-acre farm in South Stukely. The farm was not a particularly good one 
but was within a quarter of a mile of a railway station. The first year he had 
practically no crop. The second year was little better; the settler was steadily 
running behind and was ready to quit. It was only through the efforts of 
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the field supervisor that he remained on the farm. The supervisor saw that 
he had little chance of success running the farm as a mixed proposition and 
decided to work him into poultry. He had only thirty hens to begin with, but 
1€ gradually increased his flock and to-day he has one of the largest poultry 
propositions in the Eastern Townships. His barn, 30 feet by 75 feet, was 
turned into poultry houses. The transformation of this farm from a third-rate 
mixed farm into a high-class poultry proposition has been a revelation. When 
he started in the poultry business his arrears were around $800. To-day his 
account is in good standing, his success is assured and he has made a name for 
himself throughout the entire district. 


Become Service 


The Home Service gives most attention to those in greatest. need—the sick, 
the despondent, the women unskilled in home making and those who take no 
interest in the economic side of the family venture. 

_ Every possible ageney concerned in helping the sick and unfortunate is 
sought out. Assistance is provided wherever it is found possible and advisable. 
Many families are given parcels of clothing which may be converted into gar- 
ments for children; and where the mother tries hard but is weighed down by 
household cares and the task of feeding and clothing a large family, special 
encouragement and help is found. Layettes for young babies, comforts and 
special requirement for maternity cases, and the personal visit where need seems 
to demand it, are secured when the family cannot carry the cost of it, 

_ Home Service is not merely a form of social service but is carried out in 
the hope that friendship and encouragement may enable the mother of the 
family to take her part as a real helper in the undertaking. 

_ When visits are made the women are specially advised concerning the need 
for gardens and poultry products. They are encouraged to economize by using 
home grown products, still providing the very best food for their children. 
Many women first become really interested in the venture when they sell their 
*ggs and have money to spend which they have earned themselves in the care 
of the poultry flock. The food grown in gardens which are planted and cared 
tor by women enables the homemaker to set a good table and to save on the 
xctual outlay of cash for food. 

Many publications are written for the women, brief, practical, full of instruc- 
ion and helpful advice. These have been much appreciated. Books on canning, 
turing meats, storing eggs and vegetables are sent free from the federal depart- 
nent of Agriculture while the Home Service sends special hints on household 
roblems. 

Realizing that the work of colonization cannot be carried out by govern- 
nents alone, the interest and co-operation cf many social agencies have been 
nlisted. Rural women’s organizations, churches, and nationally organized bodies 
if women such as the Imperial Order of the Daughters of the Empire and the 
Vomen’s Institutes, have hedged these families about with friendship and have 
nade them feel at home in the land of their adoption. ! 

__ In illness the Red Cross has been a great friend. The Junior Red Cross 
as helped many cases of sickness among children. 

_ A thoroughly discouraged woman was advised and encouraged to go into 
00d poultry stock and follow the accepted rules for care and feeding. Already 
he has changed her whole attitude. Two sick children in one family were 
Iven a new lease of life and a chance to grow up normally, and the settler’s 
nfe wrote the Home Service to say that their gratitude could not be expressed, 
aat it had given them both not only encouragement but a greater determination 
) succeed. as 
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Two gatherings of families in the past year were happy events, a picnic 
with over 500 settlers and their families at Woodstock, N.B., and a big day at 
the Olds Agricultural School in Alberta. They came and brought their dinner 
to Olds, attended lectures and studied best methods as illustrated on the Govern- 
ment farm, learned much to put into effect and got something new and interest- 
ing to talk about. At Woodstock the settlers furnished the program while the 
arrangement for the meal fell upon the shoulders of the Home Service repre- 
sentative and her voluntary helpers chosen from women’s organizations. 

At Christmas many people asked for the privilege of helping to make a 
soyous Yuletide for these new Canadian families, and from coast to coast every 
child in a family arriving during the year was remembered, through the Boy 
Scouts, the members of a service club, or some women’s organization. The aim 
of the department has been to make Canada a land of happy and successful 
homes, and it is to this end that all the activities of the Home Service are 


directed. 


Success at Exhibitions 

Among the soldier farmers who have become well established and taken 
high places among their fellow citizens are many who have achieved success : 
the development of their live stock and in erain growing. They are frequent 
exhibitors at the fall fairs and many of them have been prominent prize winners 
at the World’s Live Stock Show at Chicago and the Royal Agricultural Show 
at Toronto. 

In the province of Manitoba there are several such settlers who have become 
expert cattle raisers and grain growers. The Holstein herd of W. J. Hepbur 
of Virden, and the Jersey herd of A. C. Hanson, of Cartwright, both soldie 
settlers, rank with the first two or three herds in their respective classes in th 
whole province. ' | 

' The White Leghorn flock of Harry Clark of Carman is an outstandi 
example of what can be achieved by the application of the latest knowledge ane 
methods. 
At the provincial Seed Show, Brandon, in 1928, the first prize for alfalfa 
seed was won by a crippled soldier settler who has since been compelled to with 
draw from active participation due to the severe recurrence of war disabilities. 

Three other outstanding soldier settlers in this district might be considered 
with reference to successes at exhibitions. G. A. H. Knox of Miami, has been 
specializing in registered Marquis wheat and O.A.C. No. 21 barley. In 1926 i 
won fifth prize at the Chicago International for barley, at the same time win 
ning the Canadian Malting Company’s prize for the Canadian winning the 
highest award and the special prize given by the Winnipeg Board ¢ 
Trade for the Manitoban winning the highest award in barley. In 1927, at th 
Provincial Exhibition, Brandon, he got first, second, third and fourth for hi 
barley. He also got two firsts and two seconds at Miami, and won the cup 
civen by the Canadian Bank of Commerce for the best bushel of oats. He got 
five firsts and a second at the Roland Agricultural Fair. The same year he wot 
fourteenth place at the Toronto Royal and twelfth at the Chicago Internationa 

At the Brandon Provincial Exhibition in 1929 the same soldier settler got 
four first prizes in barley and the Canada Malting Company’s cup for th 
championship, also second prize in registered Marquis wheat, a fourth in Vie 
tory oats and a fifth for oat sheaves. At the Toronto Royal, in November, 19: 
he received fifth place for his O.A.C. No. 21 barley, out of thirty-seven entries 
Mr. Knox remarks: “It is with my efforts growing seed grain and getting a fey 
extra cents for this that I am able to make it go here.” . 
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F. E. Smith of Swan River, a soldier settler established under the board in 
October, 1922 (when he had merely 16 acres of fairly dirty land to start on), 


achievement, has now approximately 130 acres of clean land under cultivation 
and has recently been given the federal Government Illustration Station in the 
Swan River valley. Mr. Smith came to Canada from London, England, where 
he had been employed in the railway postal service. 


John H. Beavis, a soldier settler of Crystal City, Man., is Vice-President 
of the Manitoba Registered Seed Growers Association, a director of the Cana- 
dian Registered Seed Growers Association, secretary of the Crystal City Pool 
Elevator and secretary of the Crystal City and Clearwater Agricultural Society, 
and this success has likewise been outstanding. When he first showed at the 
Toronto Royal, after the war, he stood twenty-first in a class of one hundred. 
This was encouraging to him and he has been showing at the leading seed shows 
in Canada and at Chicago ever since. He was placed fairly well in Toronto and 
Chicago in 1927 and 1928. In 1929 he won first place at Brandon for his Alaska 
sats and first place in one of the barley classes. At Saskatoon he won four firsts, 
neluding his Mindum Durum wheat, his O.A.C. barley and his Canadian Thorpe. 
At the Toronto Royal in November he got first for his Mindum Durum wheat 
und third for his early Alaska oats, which went forty-nine pounds to the bushel. 
At the Chicago International Show in December, 1929, he got eleventh for his 
Mindum Durum and ninth for his O.A.C. No. 21 barley. 

Mr. Beavis was a decorator by trade before the war. His success as well 
is the achievements of other soldier settlers along these lines emphasizes the fact 
hat a large number of the most successful settlers were immigrants and had 
ittle or no experience in agricultural life before taking up farms under the Soldier 
ettlement Scheme. It is interesting to note that of the twelve world wheat 
hampionships which have come to Canadian farmers nine have been won by 
armers who were immigrants from Great Britain, and of the nine only one had 
een experienced in agricultural life before coming to Canada. 

_ A number of our Maritime settlers have demonstrated their ability to com- 
ete with their neighbours in raising dairy herds and producing crops. L. DeC. 
[cIntosh, who operates a 200-acre farm in Carleton county, N.B., is specializing 
| the raising of Jersey cattle and he exhibited his junior herd at the fairs 


roughout the province with good success. He also exhibited at the Royal 
gricultural Fair, Toronto, 


_ A. E. Raymond, of Woodstock, N.B., also specializes in Jersey cattle and 
us exhibited at fairs throughout the province. One of his cows was placed fifth 
Canada in the R.OP. test. 


Walter S. Dickie, of Central Onslow, Colchester county, N.S., had entries of 
olstein cattle at all the large fairs throughout the Maritime provinces as well 
the Royal Agricultural Fair at Toronto and the Maritime Winter Fair at 
nherst. He carries approximately 40 head of cattle and about half of that 
mber are milch cows. During the past few months he has sold several cows 
t $400 each and his prize money for the year 1929 amounted to $1,700. 
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Allan D. Clarke, of Canning, King county, NS., breeds single comb White 
Leghorns of superior quality. His poultry plant has a 1,500 bird capacity and 
he exhibits principally at the Southern Nova Scotia Fair at Kentville and the 
fair at Truro. His test records at Kentville were: first, pen; first and third, hen. 
At Truro, first, pen; first, hen; third, pen; first, pen light breeds. Mr. Clarke 
had the misfortune to lose his plant by fire in the spring of 1929, but has 
recently established himself again. 

J. E. Fraser of Tate, Sask., has been an exhibitor of pure-bred Percheron 
horses for a number of years. Harold C. Baker, of Fielding, has been a success- 
ful exhibitor of honey at the Royal Agricultural Fair at Toronto for two years. 
In 1928 he won first prize, and in 1929 third prize. Ingram Lake, of Asquith, 
has been an exhibitor of grain for some years. In 1927 he won eighteenth place 
at the World’s Fair at Chicago for wheat. 

In the Calgary district many soldier settlers occupy prominent positions in 
the community as secretary-treasurers of municipalities, reeves, counsellors and 
school trustees. Some of them have achieved distinction in stock raising and 
have competed with civilian farmers successfully at exhibitions. H. C. Steven- 
son took the first prize for the best four-horse team and harness at the Rimbey 
Fair. William Russell took two prizes at the Calgary Exhibition for Clydesdale 
stallions. J. Coombes, former field supervisor of the board, took first prize for 
grains and grasses at the High River Fair. | 

British Columbia also affords many examples of outstanding settlers. 
William Wood, a soldier settler at Cloverdale, B.C., has built up one of the, best 
herds of pure-bred Holsteins owned by a private individual in British Columbia 
to-day. He won the prize in the Cow Testing Association for the best small herd 
in Langley and Surrey municipality, the herd test being 525 pounds of butter 
fat. He is also a public-minded citizen and does his part in furthering the 
interests of pure-bred stock in his locality, which is evidenced by the fact that 
he recently donated a pure-bred Holstein calf to the winner of the Kensington 
Calf Club. The first prize in this club went to Miss Jean Farquhar, a daughter 
of one of the British Family settlers. Mr. Wood has sold bulls to the Dominion 
Experimental Farm at Ottawa and to the Government of Alberta. He has 
exhibited at the Royal Agricultural Fair at Toronto and the Winter Fair at 
Vancouver. He competes with the Colony Farm herd and the Agassiz herd and 
usually shares in the prizes. 

At Kamloops Agricultural show one soldier settler won first prize for the 
best fat cow, and another for the best dairy herd. Shipment of pure-bred red 
Polls to New Zealand and other countries were made by a soldier settler and a 
civilian settler under the board. Individual prices for young bulls were $500. 

Thomas Hampson, of Birch Hills, Prince Albert district, Sask., won second 
place in the egg laying competition at Indian Head with a pen of Plymouth 
Rocks. His neighbour, A. F. Neatby, sold a pure-bred Holstein bull to the 
South African Government for $2,000. 

One of the three boys selected to represent the boys’ and girls’ cattle clubs 
of the Dominion in the international cattle judging contests at the Agricultural 
Show in Great Britain is the son of a soldier settler in the Barrie district of 
Ontario. The team was selected at the annual competition held by the Canadian 
National Railways at the Royal Winter Fair, Toronto. Clifford Baldwick, who 
proved himself one of the most outstanding boys in the junior farmers’ judging 
contests at Toronto last November, is the son of English immigrant parents 
who came to Canada from Peterboro, England. Clifford was born in Barrie, 
Ont., in 1913, and went to England with his mother when his father joined the 
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37th Canadian regiment for Service overseas. The family returned to Canada 
n 1919 and took up land under the Soldier Settlement Scheme. Clifford has 


een in junior club work since 1924. In 1929 he won the grand championship 
n a two weeks’ short course at the Ontario Agricultural College. 


er cent of the farms operated in the province. The highest testing herd in all 
hese cow testing associations was owned by P. H. Bailey, a soldier settler, and 
ad an average production of 512 pounds butter fat per cow. The following 
tle under the board, 1928, who were members of the Cow Testing Association 
ad over 350 pounds butter fat, herd average: Harry Day, Abbotsford, 467 
ounds; W. J. Coward, Haney, 369 pounds; P. H. Bailey, Cloverdale, 512 
ounds; M. McLean, Glen Valley, 372 pounds ; Pritchard Bros., Comox, 380 
ounds; V. G. Bayly, Cumberland, 370 pounds, 

There are also in the list four other owners of her 
lasers of the board or tenants on board properties. 


The list of soldier settlers who won awards at 1929 fairs is too long to 
clude, but some of the first prize winners may be mentioned: T. Lister, Chilli- 
wck, Jersey cows; J. F. Urquhart, Chilliwack, mangels; G. C. Curry, Matsqui, 
eep; R. Sibbald, Matsqui, seven championships, Cheviot sheep; forty firsts at 
rious exhibitions; D. §. Blacklock, Matsqui, cows; J. 8. Inglis, Matsqui, 
ultry and horses; C. Nicholson, Matsqui, cow; D. Rennie, Matsqui, hogs; 
Ekman, Smithers, best calf at fair; J. W. Turner, Smithers, best beef cow; 
0 pen of poultry, vegetables and berries, fruits and home cooking; H. Wearne, 
thers, Chinchilla rabbits, vegetables: W. Wilson, Duncan, cattle; W. L. 
iffiths & Bros., Duncan, sheep; Wm. Mudge, sr., Duncan, dressed poultry; 
1 at Vancouver Winter Fair, certified seed. 

J. Burgess, Courtenay, has continuously headed the Sidney Egg Laying 
ntest with Rhode Island Reds. F-. H. Bullock, Courtenay, took thirty prizes 
vegetables and domestic science. In this district B. Young has the Dominion 
istration Station and won a number of prizes at the Vancouver Winter Fair 
seeds and roots. H. P. Allberry is the largest potato grower in the district 
h 23 acres. He grows certified seed potatoes and registered seed oats. J: ay 
tray for two years was second in the ploughing competition and this year, 
i. R.M. Brassey won first prize at the New Westminster Provincial Exhi- 
on for his field crop against strong competition. He also swept the boards 
she local fair at Mission. S. T. Rippington, of Pitt Meadows, is president 
he Farmers’ Institute and a prominent exhibitor. J. Chalmers, of Haney, 
arts poultry for breeding purposes all over Canada, the United States, Mexico 

Japan. L. F. Chaplin is a recognized breeder of Barred Rocks and has 
ed the highest producing hen of this breed in Canada. With his partner he 
aed a limited company to operate on a large scale the property which he 


— the board, and expects this year to turn out from 20,000 to 25,000 baby 
S. 


ds who are civilian pur- 


cess of British Settlers 


While it is difficult at this stage to prophesy success of British families, 
2 are in every district outstanding examples of settlers who have taken only 
W months to demonstrate that they have in them the qualities which pro- 
‘success. A number of them have taken a prominent place in community 
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activities. They have entered into the spirit of competition with their neigh- 
pours, exihibiting at local and provincial fairs and winning trophies for their 
produce and live stock. 

The most outstanding success among the British settlers in the Vancouver 
district of British Columbia is that of Jesse Throssell, who came from Bedford- 
shire in 1926 under the 3,000 Family Scheme. In the following spring he sent 
to England for two pure-bred_ hen turkeys and one tom turkey and with this 
nucleus he raised a flock of 70 birds that year. In the fall of 1928 he had 
between 500 and 600 birds ready for the market. At the Vancouver Wintel 
Fair he won the principal prizes in all the classes in which he entered, including 
gold medal for the best turkey and first prize and special for the best pair. He 
also won in the dressed turkey classes. Six dressed turkeys which weighed 136 
pounds were put up at auction and solid to Lieutenant-Governor Bruce o! 
British Columbia for $187.80. For the best bird of the lot the Lieutenant 
Governor paid $45; it weighed 27 pounds. Through the University of British 
Columbia he shipped a number of birds to Australia for breeding purposes, ane 
that year his flock realized for him about $5,000. Mr. Throssell’s success wai 
so rapid that he was compelled to rent a second farm, a few miles from hi 
home farm. In 1929 he had about 650 turkeys on this rented farm, and on hi 
home farm about 600 turkeys. Since becoming established he has induced hi 
brother to come out from England and settle on an adjoining ranch and the tw 
are working together at this important industry. 

Harry Anderson, the 16-year-old son of British settler, George McQ 
Anderson, won first prize in the Pitt Meadows ploughing match last fall. Th 
father was a miner and came out under the British Family Scheme three year 
ago. He now has a herd of 30 cows and heifers. The boy knew nothing abou 
farming and only commenced to plough about a year ago. 

In the Vancouver area, H. Nancarrow won first prize for his cockerels am 
pullets and “special” for the best female in two classes—Sussex and Wyan 
dotte. J. H. Smethurst is also a keen poultryman and has recently importe 
from England a special strain of cockerels and ten Wyandotte poultry. 

-R. Ponsford has a five-acre holding near Victoria, which he operates as 
market garden proposition. He purchased and dismantled an old greenhous 
about ten miles from his holding and with the material has constructed tw 
smaller greenhouses for plant propagation and tomato growing. He has bee 
able, successfully, to compete with keen competition. | 

‘A settler in the Vernon district, A..N. McMurdo, came from Catrine, Ay! 
shire, Scotland, in the spring of 1927. He had had no previous farming exper 
ence but had been a conductor of a 50-piece string orchestra in England an 
was a violin instructor. This family were supplied with two Jersey cows, 2 
chickens and a brood sow. They were taught to milk, feed cattle and irriga’ 
the land. Later a team of horses was purchased. The following year four m0) 
Jersey cows: were purchased and settler raised 86 young pullets. After shov 
ing good progress, ill luck was experienced by the settler and it was foun 
advisable to transfer him to another farm in the spring of 1929. He had 
splendid crop consisting of 12 tons of potatoes, which were sold at $40 a to 
three tons of potatoes for seed, 70 tons of alfalfa, 10 tons of field corn and 01 
ton of roots. Settler increased his herd from the six original Jerseys to 24 hee 
of cattle. There was an increase of two Jersey heifers. Nine Jersey cows, § 
Jersey heifers and a Jersey bull were purchased and paid for from crea. 

cheques, his herd at present approximating in value $1,780. In addition ! 
purchased two light horses privately. This settler’s outlook has in one sho 
year become very rosy indeed and he is counted a sure success. 
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outside employment whenever possible. While working outside he. has. been 
slowly improving his farm and living conditions.. A new house has been erected 
while settler has remodelled the old dwelling into a serviceable barn. He also 
remodelled the poultry house, dug a temporary well and is now sinking a. per- 
manent well. He removed a number of the poor fruit trees and replanted to 
better commercial varieties. He has reared an excellent flock of Rhode Island 
Reds, and plans to increase this by 100 birds this year. Throughout he has 
worked hard, used good judgment, held operating costs to a minimum, lived 
economically and made sacrifices where necessary, with the result that he has 
met all payments in full and has a small reserve to carry him until he has 
returns from his 1930 crop. He has at all times been willing to accept advice 
and is now away to a good start. . 


A Scotch settler, Matthew Dunsmore, arrived in 1928 in the Calgary dis- 
trict and purchased a farm in the spring of 1929. He has made excellent pro- 
gress by working out and saving his earnings. He now owns all his stock, con- 
sisting of six good milch cows, five calves, twenty-one hogs, twenty young pigs, 
two brood sows, fifty head of poultry and six work horses. Mr. Dunsmore and 
his son worked out fifteen days threshing at $6 a day. They made all their 
payments in 1929 although they had a poor crop. They have cleaned up, their 
land, secured winter employment baling hay and will purchase feed with the 
money earned. They are working towards the purchase of additional land 
when they feel that their resources will allow it. fl 


Another successful British family is that of Mark Cameron who arrived in 
Canada with his wife and six children, four of them grown up, and was placed 
on a quarter-section which was found to be too small to keep the boys at home, 
The board, therefore, negotiated for him the purchase of the adjoining half 
section. Cameron has cleared and broken 65 acres of this half section in 1929, 
end 65 acres in 1928. During harvest time he makes it a practice to stook all 
aight during moonlight nights. A lot of the stock and equipment is his own 
dersonal property, and despite the poor year for crops he has met his payment in 
‘ull. His neighbours consider him an acquisition to the district. Apart from 
what he has paid the board, he is paying $500 this year on the adjoining half 
ection, which he purchased privately. 


One of the British families in the district had the misfortune to lose his 
10use by fire, resulting in the death of the eldest boy and considerable injury 
0 the father and mother. The Field Supervisor organized the farmers and other 
itizens in the district and a new house was erected and furniture and clothing 
ut in ready for the parents on their leaving the hospital, 


A. A. Gibson, of the Calgary district, who came to Canada in April, 1929, 
rought with him some sittings of Black Leghorn eggs. He exhibited some of 
he roosters and pullets at the Didsbury Fair and was successful in taking five 
f the top prizes—firsts and seconds. H. Johnston took five first prizes ata 
deal fair—one for a two-year-old colt, one for the best Shorthorn milking cow, 
ne for the best pail-fed “heifer calf, one for the best Tamworth sow and one 
or the best Barred Rock rooster. T. E. Haigh took the first prize for his 
egetables at a local fair. William Motley, who arrived in Canada in 1928, 
20k the first prize in the 1929 ploughing match held at Olds. Another British 
imily took the honours for cheese at the Bowden fair, 
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In the Calgary district British families, during the summer of 1929, brough 
under the plough 2,075 acres of prairie. This land is all worked down and ready 
for crop in the spring of 1930. As most of the British families in the distric 
are located in the park or mixed farming areas this involved a lot of heav; 
clearing and root picking. 

Walter Davies, of Asquith, Sask., has one of the best farm gardens in th 
neighbourhood and has won many prizes for vegetables and some for flower 
at the local shows. John Millar, of Watson, exhibited cattle, hogs and poultr 
at the local fair and won a number of prizes. O. C. Cole, in the Foam Lak 
district, has made a reputation for himself as a stock man. 

Outside of the success achieved at exhibitions, numerous cases may be cite 
of British families, arrivals within the past five years, who have made note 
worthy progress in developing their holdings. §. L. Fayter, of Prince Albert 
a 1926 arrival under the British Family Scheme, was established on a half 
section west of Turtleford costing $4,268. He has since bought an additioné 
160 acres to keep his boys at home, has met all payments and taxes to date an 
promises to be a real success although he started with very little capital. 


Mrs. Geddes, a widow with three sons is established in the Hoey district 
of Prince Albert on a $5,000 quarter, 60 acres being under cultivation at th 
start, They have now practically the whole quarter under cultivation. Anothe 
quarter has been bought and all payments and taxes have been met to date. 

During 1929 British families in this district broke up 1,300 acres of ne 
land and summer-fallowed 1,100 acres. 

While the drought in the West was a serious setback to new settlers th 
progress of a number of British families is worthy of note. Patrick Dohert 
came to the Saskatoon district in 1926 from Londonderry, Ireland. The famil 
consists of the parents and eight children, the eldest. being 17. The farm | 
light land but is located in one of the best dairy districts contributory to Saske 
toon. Six cows were purchased for Doherty. By purchasing a few addition: 
cows and young heifers he has built up a herd of 11 to 14 cows milking. He hs 
28 head of cattle all told and has made around $150 a month from his mil 
cheques during the past season. In addition he had in about 60 acres of whea 
and had four acres of potatoes. He also raises chickens and turkeys. To kee 
his large family and become well established in the dairy business, free of deb 
having to pay doctors’ bills for two daughters who were operated on for append 
citis is an achievement of which this settler should be proud. 

In the Saskatoon area there was not the amount of breaking done as in tl 
average year as the ground was so dry it was impossible to break it. Britis 
families in the district broke 1,165 acres of new land in 1929, which was a fa 
showing considering the dry season. 

In the province of Manitoba a number of British families are taking 2 
active interest in the affairs of their municipalities and have done a great de 
to improve the quality of their livestock. H. Parsons, of Stonewall, took fir 
prize last year for cows and heifers. Previously he had been awarded the Sin 
Trophy by winning it three successive years for the best Holstein herd in # 
district. His daughter won first prize at the Brandon Fair for a calf and secol 
prize at the Stonewall Fair. His boy won tenth prize at the Brandon Fair a1 
third prize at the Stonewall Fair for a calf. ; 


R. 8. Chalmers, of MacGregor, won the following prizes at the Ma 
Gregor Fair in 1929: First prize, ram; second prize, ewe; first and third, ev 
lambs; first and second, wethers; first and second, pens of three lambs; 
two-year-old heifer. 
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Mr. King, of Teulon, won first prize at the Teulon Fair for a yearling, as 
well as three specials and two firsts. His son won second prize for a six-months 
calf in the dairy class. 


stock. He has operated the farm in a satisfactory manner under the direc- 
tion of the supervisor and has now a herd of seven cows, from which he is 
realizing approximately $20 a week. 

_. J. W. Armit, with his wife and four children, came to Canada under the 
British Family Scheme in 1927. They are from Fifeshire. After putting in 
their probationary year, they were established in the spring of 1928 on a 100- 
acre farm, 40 acres under cultivation, three acres of orchard and the balance 
bush and pasture. The acreage of tillable land was small and the soil was low 
in fertility. From the beginning this family took an interest in their farm and 
the first year grew one and a half acres of potatoes, one acre of corn, and the 
settler obtained four days’ work every week away irom the property. Settler 
was supplied with a team of horses in the fall of the first year and was able 
to complete his ploughing before winter. He was also supplied with four cows 
and has developed a herd of eight cows. Production of the farm has increased 
by careful ploughing, cultivation and seeding to clover. In 1929 he grew five 
acres of tomatoes for the canning factory and a quarter-acre of beans. 

In the Baie Verte district, New Brunswick, James Garvin won second 
rize for his litter of pigs and Thomas Templeton won third prize. James 
McGowen got first prize for his cured bacon at the Amherst Fair. The son 
Mf Archibald Thacker was awarded first prize for a heifer exhibited at the 
Jalf Club Fair at Prince Edward Island. The son of Harry Brown, of Wood- 
tock, also received first prize for his yearling heifer at the Woodstock Fair. 

Richard Hearn of Rockery Corner, Bredgar, near Sittingbourne, Kent, 
vith his family consisting of three girls, 16, 14 and 12, and one boy, one year 
ld, came to Prince Edward Island on May 4, 1926, and were settled on 107 
eres at Georgetown Royalty. The property contained adequate buildings 
md there were 81 acres clear and cultivable, but the soil was impoverished 
nd needed building up. When the family arrived they had only $25 in cash 
nd as they took over the operation of their farm the first year it was neces- 
ary to advance a seed and fertilizer loan of $75. Their 1929 payment amounted 
0 $323.83. This has been paid in full and in addition settler has spent $1,104 
1 cash to cover seed, fertilizer, some furniture and equipment. The settler 
ith his wife and eldest daughter do practically all the farm work. They 
ave a team of horses of which they are very proud and could realize almost 
ouble the price paid for them at any time they wish to put them on the 
larket. Their stock consists of two horses, five cows, three young cattle 
doard increase) and seven privately owned cattle, besides a flock of 125 hens. 
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The settler is a hard worker and a good manager. His achievements, con- 
sidering the large amount of equipment purchased privately and paid for and 
his ability to meet his obligations to the Government, mark him as a pro- 
nounced success. 


Mrs. Jane Templeton, two sons, aged 27 and 23, and two daughters, 18 and 
15, came from Braeside, Lenzie, Lanarkshire, to Lakeside, Kings county, New 
Brunswick, in April, 1926. They were settled on a 166-acre property of which 
125 acres were under cultivation, 20 acres in pasture and 21 acres in wood and 
timber. The buildings consist of a large house, two barns with stable attached 
and other outbuildings. The price of this holding was $6,000. As the family 
had experience at dairying in the Old Country, they took over this proposi- 
tion as a going concern and received the maximum advance of $1,500 for stock 
and equipment. So far this family have made an outstanding success. They 
have paid to the board $1,465.39, which squares their account to date. Their 
stock consists of two horses, twenty-four cows, one bull, four calves, three 
pigs and seventy poultry. The most of the revenue is obtained from the sale 
of butter to regular customers at 45 cents per pound the year round. ; 
Albert John Adams came from 12, Council Houses, Canewdon, Rochford, 
Essex, to a farm at Onslow, Colchester county, Nova Scotia. The property 
contained 140 acres of which 48 acres were under cultivation, 32 acres in pasture 
and balance in bush and wood. ‘The family had considerable experience at farm 
work in England, but they had less than $100 on arrival in Canada and were 
placed on a farm that required a lot of work to bring it back to a good state of 
cultivation. The father and son worked out the first year at farm work, or at 
whatever was offering in the district, while the mother performed house work 
in the town of Truro, four miles distant. The second season they took ove 
the operation of their farm and have since made payments to the board amount 
ing to $510.95. This means their financial obligations to the board with the 
exception of $100 which is promised as soon as the returns from their crop 
have been realized. They have paid their taxes and bear a good reputation 
in the neighbourhood. The stock consists of two horses and five cows and the 
settler is rapidly increasing the fertility of his soil. This family had a hard 
proposition to tackle, but so far they have made excellent progress. a 


Andrew Forret, with his wife, two boys, aged 14 and 8 years, and . 


girls, 12 and 6 years, came from 123, Victoria Road, Kirkaldie, Scotland, 
St.. Martins, St. John county, New Brunswick, on the 14th day of May, 1928, 
and were settled on a 200-acre property, 30 acres of which was under cultivation 
20 acres in pasture and the balance in a mixed growth of wood. The buildin 
consisted of a house, barn, woodshed, henhouse and hog pen, all needing ‘some 
repair, but adequate for the proposition. The settler took over the operation 
of this farm which was not in a good state of cultivation and equipped himself 
slowly. The board purchased a horse and three well bred cows. The settier, 
himself, purchased 100 day-old chicks, of which his wife immediately assumed 
the care. He put in a small crop the first year and besides taking whatevel 
outside work offered he spent considerable time in repairing his buildings. He 
has been able to pay his Special Advance Loan for insurance, has his taxes 
paid to date, as well as a Special Advance Loan of $54 for seed. They have 
increased their cattle to nine head and have 84 poultry and a brood sow, 
Although the family are located on a difficult proposition, they seem contented 
and have made decided progress to date. cl 
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Settlers as Immigration Agents 


Satisfied British settlers under the British Family agreements have been 
responsible for the migration of many other settlers and their establishment on 
farms. These are the best immigration agents Canada can have. Their letters 
home are a pleasant contrast to the adverse criticism which appears in British 
papers occasionally, emanating from those few families who have returned to 
the Old Country disappointed. The board has on record scores of spontaneous 
letters written by settlers to their home-town newspapers and friends, telling 
of their gratitude for the kindly welcome and treatment received from their new 
Canadian neighbours, and these letters have been instrumental in inducing a 
considerable number of others to come out. Mrs. Jane Templeton, of Lakeside, 
Kings county, New Brunswick, induced her two sons to migrate with their 
families and they are both settled under the 3,000 Family Scheme and doing 
well in the Havelock district. A married daughter with her husband and family 
have also come forward under the scheme. Gilbert Berry, settled at Sussex, 
Kings county, induced his son and two sons-in-law to come out and they are 
hoping to be established this year. Through his efforts Gordon Ford Aitken has 
also taken up a property near Sussex. Leslie Woodington, settled near Burling- 
ton, Prince county, P.E.I., induced his father and other members of his family 
to migrate, and both these families are doing well. Allison Carter, settled at 
Lakeville, Carleton county, N.B., is responsible for the migration of his son 
who is now settled with his family at Lakeville. Samuel Lean of Lower St. 
Marys, York county, N.B., is responsible for the coming out of Oliver Scott, 
who is doing well at Fredericton. 

In the Watson district of Saskatoon several settlers were encouraged by 
British Family settler John Miller to come out, including the William Ingram 
family of Spalding. Several connections of the families of Henry Irving and 
‘R. E. Savage, who came out in 1926, came out on hearing favourable reports of 
their relatives. Alfred Smith came to Canada in 1928 as a farm worker and in 
1929 his father and family migrated under the Family Scheme. 

As a result of the satisfactory establishment of British families in the 
Regina district, two families, those of William and T. Wallace, came out under 
the Family Scheme. 
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) His Excellency, the Right Honourable, the Earl of Bessborough, EA 


G.C.M.G., Governor General and Corinne dee -in-Chief of the Doni 
of bins 


4y Ir PLEASE Your EXcELLENcy: 


The undersigned has the honour to 
» Soldier Settlement of Canada on its 
ar ending December 31, 1931. 


present to your Excellency, the report of 
activities and operations for the calendar 
I have the honour to be, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient servant 


W. A. GORDON, 


Minister of Immigration and Colonization. 
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PAWA, February 1, 1932. 


- ANNUAL REPORT 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA 


DECEMBER 31, 1931 


| SOLDIER AND GENERAL LAND SETTLEMENT 


The Soldier Settlement department conducts the work of soldier land settle- , . 
t under the Soldier Settlement Act of 1919 and amendments, and general land 
ement as the Land Settlement Branch of the Department of Immigration and © 
nization. ‘| 
The purpose of this report is to present clearly the position of settlement 
t December 31, 1931; a financial statement of loans; the general policy 
ring land settlement under existing conditions; the character of work 
med and the salient features of reorganization which was undertaken with 
object of increasing the efficiency and decreasing the administration costs 
he department. 
In settlement work, the department deals not only with the human factor 
vith the business administration of a public estate comprising 22,814 farms, 
senting a net investment of $63,383,227.90. Proper cognizance must be 
n of each of these aspects. 
Soldier land settlement work and general land settlement activities of the 
rtment are complementary. This is evidenced by the changing character 
ttlement in the past twelve years’ operations. Twenty-four thousand four 
red and ninety-one (24,491} soldier settlers were established on the land 
loans. At this date there are 11,612 soldier settlers: 5,184 civilian settlers; 
British family settlers ; 226 civilian settlers on reverted British family 
3; 3,409 farms on hand for resale. Two thousand two hundred and seventy- 
loans have been repaid in full in cash. As the purely soldier settlement 
t has diminished, the general land settlement feature, namely, the resettle- 
of reverted lands through sale to civilian farmers and British family 
rs, has increased. 
ummarized, there are 19,405 active settlers; 3,409 parcels of land are on 
for resale, a total of 22,814 farms under administration. 
Aany soldier settlers, British families and civilian settlers are experiencing 
ties at the present time in meeting their obligations. In certain restricted 
where crop failure has overtaken settlers, it is not merely a question of 
y to meet obligations; the problem is one of retention of existing settlement. 


Ituation calls for the utmost the department is able to render in the way 
actical constructive service. 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT 


he present position of the 11,612 soldier settlers is as follows: 5,500 are 
cure position from the standpoint of equity and their success seems assured ; 
‘imately 4,500 additional settlers have a reasonable chance of success and 
partment has a responsibility in assisting these settlers, through practical 
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supervision, to become established on a sound footing. Approximately 1,6 
soldier settlers are in the category “likely to fail,” due, primarily, to the fa 
that they have not the ability or temperament to handle successfully farms 
their own. 


Policy 

The policy of the department with respect to settlers who are making 
honest attempt to operate their farms to the best advantage and who, becat 
of crop failure or other adversity beyond their control, are unable to meet th 
obligations, is one of all reasonable leniency. 

Settlers who are in position to meet their annual payments are expected 
do so. The department insists, where the circumstances warrant, that settle 
obligations in this respect be carried out. This is in the interest of settl 
themselves who desire ownership of their properties and is the only equita 
stand, having regard to the substantial number of settlers who year by y 
make the necessary effort and sacrifice to keep their accounts in good standi 

When the original Soldier Settlement Act was passed, the re-establishm 
aspect was a major consideration. With respect to some 1,600 soldier settl 
now in the class “likely to fail,” the department still has a direct re-establi 
ment responsibility. While the inability of many of these settlers to pay 1 
their farms is fully recognized, it is evident that dispossession of their fat 
under existing conditions would not be warranted. Foreclosure is resorted 
only in extreme cases such as fraud or action on the part of a settler whieh 
obviously resulting in deterioration of security. The department gives care 
consideration to the question of whether the family leaving the farm is secur 


gainful occupation. 


Financial ; - ele 

Attention is directed to the condensed balance sheet, page 11, which give 
summarized form the loan situation from the passing of the Soldier Settlem 
Act to date. The accompanying schedules detail the major items in the balat 
sheet. af F 
In connection with the reduction in gross loans from $145,220,319.64 
$63,383,227.90, it is noted that $49,270,196.96 has been paid into the Treas 
in principal and interest, $21,721,976.52 has been written off settlers’ accoul 
through successive remedial enactments and $10,844,918.26 has been dedue 
on account of losses sustained to date in the resale of land and chattels. 1 
amount. paid into the Treasury includes repayment of principal and interes 
settlers and monies received from all other sources, including cash receipts f 
resale of land and chattels. In the balance sheet, no estimate has been mag 
future losses in connection with the sale of securities on hand, 


Remedial Legislation . 

A summary of the various remedial legislative measures is recorded 
page 13, and examples of the financial betterment in the accounts of indivi 
settlers as a result thereof are given on page 14. 

In addition to $21,721,976.52 written off soldier settlers’ accounts thr 
Livestock Reduction Amendment, 1925, Land Revaluation Amendment, I 
and 30 per cent Reduction of Indebtedness Amendment, 1930, soldier sei 
were granted interest exemption under the Loan Consolidation Amendmet 
1922, the estimated saving to settlers in interest being $10,269,108.87. 


Collections . 

The department insists, where settlers are in a position to meet their al 
payments, that they do so in their own interest and to this end district 
collection officials and field staff co-operate to full extent. Field supervisors 
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urate knowledge of crop conditions in their respective sub-districts and in most 
es are informed of the payment prospects of individual settlers. District 
ces are kept advised of payment prospects and conduct collection corre- 
mdence in a knowledge of field conditions. Where settlers are in position to 
y more than the annual instalment due, they are encouraged to do so. 

A summarized statement of collections by districts is given on page 15. 
ring the collection year ending June 30, 1931, settlers paid $1,010,186.55 or 
8 per cent of the total amount due, $3,075,338.22; in addition to this 
9,158.29 was collected in prepayments. Collections during the past year have 
n substantially lower than in previous years, as indicated in the comparative 
ement of collections for the past six years, page 16. 


KES 


The municipal tax situation is one of the more important administrative 
blems confronting the department and is the subject of careful review at the 
ent time. The payment of $2,051,016.24 to municipalities on account of 
lers’ taxes during the five year period ending December 31, 1931, indicates the 
e commitments entailed in existing agreements with the unions of munici- 
ties. 

In addition to the heavy. commitments involved, as above indicated, the 


ting tax agreements have imposed upon the department substantial adminis- 
ion costs. 


irance 


The insurance placed by the department and settlers and held as collateral 
rity for loans covers buildings and chattels of soldier settlers, of civilian 
hasers of reverted farms, of settlers under the 3,000 British Family Agree- 
t, as well as buildings on unsold reverted property where insurance is war- 
ed. 
The amount of insurance in force as at December 31, 1931, is $21,285,469.70, 
hich $16,132,691.28 is carried in standard tariff companies and $5,152,778.42 
arried in approved farmers’ mutual companies. Of the total amount of 
rance carried $19,683,175.13 covers buildings on farm properties. 
Fire loss recoveries for the six months’ period ending June 30, 1931, amount 
51,441.36. 

LAND. SALES 


Land sales and resettlement of farms that have reverted is an important 
e of the department’s work. Idle farms represent non-productive assets, 
sby constituting in effect a liability to the Dominion and to the municipality 
hich they are situated. <A definite policy of land sales has been put into 
ation having as its basis the conversion of non-producing farms into revenue 
ucing units and the equally important factor of bringing together idle land 
idle families who are qualified to farm and are seeking productive work. 
colonization aspect is regarded as of national importance under prevailing 
itions. In all cases of resale, special care is taken in the selection of the 
mal risk, the objective being to conduct a sale that is likely to culminate in 
rship. Experience has shown the futility and the unwarranted administra- 
cost entailed in negotiating sales on any other basis. 


3,000 BRITISH FAMILY SETTLEMENT SCHEME 


his settlement project has been described in detail in previous annual 
ts. The salient points of the scheme follow:— 

in 1924 the British and Dominion governments entered into agreement for 
ettlement of 3,000 British families on Dominion Government owned farms. 
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The British Government agreed to advance up to £300 per family for the purcha 
of chattels. The Dominion Government agreed to sell Dominion Governme 
owned farms, viz., reverted soldier settlement farms; purchase chattels with t 
British money; supervise the farm operations of the settlers and maintain aé 
quate organization for the collection of monies due. The loans extend ov 
twenty-five years with interest at 5 per cent on the amortization plan. — 

The agreement provides for the sharing of losses in the same proportion 
the gross advances by the British and Dominion governments. 

Financial statement of loans to British families, and collection stateme 
are recorded on pages 11 (and accompanying schedules) and 17. 

A total of 3,346 families came forward for settlement, of which 170 withdri 
from the scheme before receiving advances, and 1,075 withdrew after contracti 
loans—a total of 1,245 withdrawals. The last families for settlement under t 
agreement: came to Canada in the spring of 1929. The agreement made provisl 
for the replacement of families during the period of settlement, which accoul 
for the apparent surplus of 346 in the number of arrivals. There are now 2,0 
British families operating their farms under this scheme; 13 families have repé 
their loans in cash or by tripartite sale; 18 famihes have not yet received a lo: 

The general policy described as governing the operations of soldier settle 
is applicable to British families under existing: agricultural conditions. 1 
cost of administering British family settlement is relatively higher than 1 
present administrative cost of soldier settlement. This is due to the faet tl 
British families had no previous farming experience in Canada and had no p 
sonal equity in their farms at the time of settlement. These conditions neces 
tate more frequent visits by the field supervision staff in the early years 
British settlement. This higher administration cost will obtain until the Brit 
families have acquired more experience and a substantial equity in their far 


500 NEW BRUNSWICK FAMILY SETTLEMENT SCHEME 


This settlement agreement was entered into by the British, Dominion ¢ 
New Brunswick governments for the settlement of 500 families in the provi 
of New Brunswick over a period of six years beginning 1928. Under the agr 
ment, the New Brunswick Government supplies the farms, the British Gove 
ment advances up to $1,500 per family for the purchase of chattels and — 
Dominion Government is responsible for administration and supervision. 1 
loans extend over twenty-five years with interest at 5 per cent on the amorti 
tion plan. The agreement provides for the sharing of losses by the respect 
governments as follows: the province of New Brunswick absorbs capital | 
on land; the British and Dominion governments each absorb 50 per cent of 
loss on live stock and equipment. Interest losses on land for the first two ye 
are borne 50 per cent by the British Government and 25 per cent each by 
Dominion and Provincial governments. This project is administered by 
Soldier Settlement department. Financial statement of loans to settlers ¢ 
collection statement are recorded on pages 11 (and accompanying schedules) ¢ 
17. Three hundred and fifty-nine families have been settled during the p 
four years. 


FIELD SUPERVISION 


The field supervision staff furnishes the personal contact between sett 
and the department. The degree of success of land settlement operations a 
whole is, in large measure, reflected by the efficiency of supervisors in the cond 
of their work. There are 100 field supervision districts in the Dominion, eael 
charge of a field supervisor. Each supervisor is responsible on the average 
195 settlers and an aggregate investment of $634,000 of public funds. The du 
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of the field supervisor embrace periodical inspection of security (land and 
chattels); collections; sale of reverted farms and the devotion of as much time 
as possible to the oversight of the farming operations of the lower grade soldier 
settlers and British family settlers. Each supervisor has on the average 25 
British families, and 50 soldier settlers who require supervision. Field super- 
‘visors are appointed primarily on the basis of their practical farm experience. 
Apart from their necessary duties of inspection and collections referred to, their 
chief responsibility is to assist the weaker settlers in developing their holdings 
along lines that will produce revenue and enable the settlers to meet their 
‘indebtedness. Close attention is now being given the conduct of field work in 
the various sub-districts. 


: GENERAL LAND SETTLEMENT 


The Soldier Settlement department is also the Land Settlement Branch of 
the Department of Immigration and Colonization and as such performs land 
settlement work of a general character required by the department. The Director 
of Soldier Settlement is Director of the Land Settlement Branch. 

___In the autumn of 1930 a policy of “ colonization within Canada ” was insti- 
tuted and the branch has since been actively engaged in work of land settlement 
and farm placement as a major item in its general land settlement activities. 
This colonization movement was extended in the spring of 1981 by way of co- 
ordinated effort with the colonization departments of the railways and, later, 
through co-operation with the provincial colonization departments. District 


‘superintendents and field staff of the department have co-operated with the prov- 
prices and railways in this work. Since October, 1930, the branch has placed 
5,676 single men in farm work and settled 978 families on vacant soldier settle- 
ment farms, exclusive of those placed by the railways, which brings the grand 


total to 12,990 single men and 6,343 families. 


+ RURAL INVESTIGATIONS—DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS AND 
; NATIONAL HEALTH 


- Since September, 1930, the field staff of the department has been utilized 
to carry out investigations, in rural districts, of applications for allowance under 
the War Veterans’ Allowance Act of 1930. This measure of co-operation between 
the Department of Pensions and National Health and the Soldier Settlement 
department was agreed upon because of the special facilities possessed by the 
Soldier Settlement department for conducting the work and the economy in 
cost it was likely to effect. Payment to the department is to be made by the 
Department of Pensions and National Health on the basis of the cost of doing 
the work. a 
Four thousand one hundred and seventy-one (4,171) investigations have 
xeen made in the period September 1, 1930—December 31, 1931. Summary of 
Investigations by provinces is given on page 18. 

_ The Soldier Settlement department is also actively co-operating with the 
Department of Pensions and National Health in carrying out investigations, both 
Tural and urban, in connection with special pension cases and, similarly, with 
on Board of Pensions Commissioners in rural districts in the matter of pension 


pplications. 


» ADMINISTRATION—REORGANIZATION OF THE DEPARTMENT 


m™ The annual report for the year ending December 31, 1930, was omitted as / 


the Soldier Settlement department was then undergoing complete reorganization. / 
Th September, 1930, it was decided that a comprehensive survey and examina- | 
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tion of the entire land settlement operations and administration was necessary 
with the object of increasing efficiency and decreasing administration costs. 

The work of land revaluation, due to the Revaluation Amendment of 1927 
which involved a credit of $7,476,092.23 in the accounts of soldier settlers, had 
been practically completed and the remedial legislation of 1930, granting 30 per 
cent reduction in soldier settlers’ indebtedness, meant a further immediate writing 
down of settlers’ accounts to the extent of $11,318,014.30. It was obvious that 
with the financial position of settlers bettered to the extent of $18,794,106.53, a 
substantial reduction in administration costs should be made. 

On August 1, 1930, the organization consisted of a board of three com- 
missioners, including chairman; nine executive branches at head office, each in 
charge of a chief; 11 district offices; and a total staff of 526. There were 164 
motor cars in operation by district and field staff. 

In the conduct of reorganization, care was taken that there should be no 
elimination or curtailment of services essential to settlers whose affairs are 
administered by the department. — 

Before any reduction of staff was effected, provision was made by order in 
council for special retiring allowance on the basis of one month’s salary fot 
each two years of completed service to employees who had been with the depart- 
ment more than five years. Employees having less than five years’ service 
were granted, in most instances, retiring allowance equal to two months’ 
salary. 

Following an analysis of land settlement operations and administration, 
including head office, district office and field, reorganization was put into effect. 
There is now one director in place of a board of three commissioners. There are 
three executive branches—Accounts, Agriculture, Estates and Securities—instead 
of the nine branches, formerly existent. Uniformity of organization with respect 
to these three branches has been established throughout the district offices. 

There are now eight district offices instead of 11. The services of 158 of the 
staff, inclusive of 16 senior executive staff were found not required and the 
retirement of this personnel permitted a salary cost reduction of $270,264. Of 
the staff retired 77 per cent were office staff. The number of motor cars was 
reduced by 43; there are now 121 in operation. 

The total reduction in annual administration costs effected by reorganization 
was $330,274, of which $270,264 was reduction in salary list through staff termina- 
tions; $33,240 saving by elimination of 43 motor cars, and by the more economical 
operation of cars retained; $26,770 reduction in travelling expenses. As the 
salaries of a number of retired employees and their retiring allowances were paid 
out of 1931-32 appropriations, the full effect of the saving through reorganiza- 
tion will not be apparent until 1932. . 

The total administration cost of soldier and general land settlement, fiscal 
year 1930-31, was $1,297,269.79. Reorganization has reduced this annual cost 
to $966,995.79. It is estimated general land settlement and colonization this 
year will cost $213,000 which leaves the present cost of administering soldier 
land settlement $753,995.79. The present administration cost of soldier land 
settlement is 1-2 per cent of the net investment as shown in balance sheet. 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA 


Sonprer SETTLEMENT or CANApA—Gross ADVANCES FoR LoaNs As AT DECEMB 


31, 1931 . 
On Account Amount 
Lignd purchase......)..)-ssqeeer ees -s' tor Rake ae $ 60, 564,380 10 
Removal of encumbrances.........- 00-200 seer teers eee eee nee 2,716,474 89 
Permanent improvements....... 60.5... 02sec eee etter eee n ees 11, 648,487 48 
Stock and equipment.......... fee. +220 sre ree age ee es 29,098,847 98 
Special advances)... 2 actlete os Mes 008 + tal Monae Reise belg cpaeBise in) a core 8,605,403 78 
Initial payments returned..........----0.5 022 secre teeter eerste etree 2,048,395 83 
Replacements... sole. : «ges one ones ran are ea an mea ae 1,037,076 15 
Refunds of settlers’ equity.... 0.0.0.0. ce eerste cena p ete e rere eee nes 226,646 63 
Credits. due to resales. ./. . <: dances ps cebiele © Ses eines «Re he dae spate 610,954 19 
Tndian soldier settlers’. cmc mcs oe © mete Geach niet te gcd => neg ere 425,352 77 
116,982,019 80 
Tnterest:charees foc. sep se anus secre ao ae eee ee ee 20,900,122 18 
137,882,141 98 
Deduct:— 
Properties transferred to British Family Settlement............-- 8,431,234 51 
Net advances for Soldier Settlement Loans.........-.---+.---- $ 129,450,907 47 


ee ee ee 


e 
British Famity SerrbeEMENT—Gross ADVANCES FOR LoANS AS AT DECEMI 
31, 1931 


Se ee 


3,000 BrivisH Famiry AGREEMENT— 
Canadian Government Loans— 
Land transferred from— 


Soldier Settlement!...).¢0.52: 03% -2--8% =; $ 8,431,234 51 

Other settlementass. cases ae ee 240,764 98 

Special advances.........6-.----+eeee sete e eee 350,738 68 
—________ $9, 022,788 17 


British Government Loans— 


Loans made from British Government Funds— 
Land purchased .fe.9.... 22. Pheer 118,427 91 
Stock and equipment purchased.......... 3,243,973 06 
———— | 3,39/, 400° 97 


Assisted passage loans........0....05 +000 creer tere sees 167,506 52 
‘Replacements... 7c ssenerooet aa) aries eri rene 197,913 32 


12,745,558 98 
Interest charges— 


Canadiansiat stereo. det ae tad seein acr = 1,392,011 61 
Birt tishitea: atk Rate, Deh ke Wen eee reeer 466,129 32 


1,858,140 93 
—_______—$14, 603, 699 91 


N. B. 500 Famiry AGREEMENT— 


Provincial Government land............-02. 5 eset eee eee 648,108 48 

British Government stock and equipment........-----+ ++: 429,294 96 

Assisted passage loans..........--- 2-282 s creer reese tees es 5,532 64 

Replacements: Ai. diac <0 sated es: epg = + ak ean egigeetr e 5,678 41 

‘Interest Ghar@egy..%5.. ++. usee ak ee le 77,097 77 
—_-———_=— 1,165, 712 26 


— 


Y oye hak See a SP 5 OER. ie keira Menon Oy Cr deimiaest $15,769,412 17 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA—LOAN REPAYMENTS AS AT DECEMBER 31, 1931 
eC eee 


On account of Amount 
ED UIal MON IAGRID Fee IE... 5. py MoM des ss seek eae ee a ee $ 6,250,015 17 
Prinrotinie . eke ANUS Te es ES ile aa ENON Es ae Lt A 25,030,768 80 
LSA SENS te clot OSU ROIACIS 2 COOLS NEI MCR ak ds Si Aaa RR i ated 15,199,541 55 


46, 480,325 52 
10 BEIIQOIe ear Rea ee MUIR A oc 5 3) 4 aN eM eS cate kite 1,177,634 75 


1 Led co oft Se Se en Ue POG” | a ce $ 47,657,960 27 
SS 8 1 er oe a 


ale FaMity SETTLEMENT—LOAN REPAYMENTS AS AT DECEMBER 51; 193! 
fe eT ee ee ee ee ee ae. ne aes oe 
000 British Famiry AGREEMENT— 


Principal— 
Canadian Government loans.................. $ 294,521 25 
British Government loans.................... 464,196 39 
———_—_—————$ 758,717 64 
ENASISGOCOIDASHALE Lt RSE Eee te, oe eck oe a 159,174 60 


BLE DIACEMMONUSMEm enna Tet tee ok. bw on OW oe dita, 197,913 32 
1,115,805 56 


Interest— 
Canadian Government loans.................. 346,398 14 
British Government loans.................... 94,877 51 


451,275 65 
————————-$ 1, 567,081 21 
|. B. 500 British Fammry AGREEMENT— 


'Principal— 
New Brunswick government loans............ 12,262 96 
British Government loans.................... 15,474 78 
ST 27,737 74 
BR ERCUMD SEnAVe CTE ee ee El WN ee 3,447 08 
BRUCE COLIC US MEM NS hier Be Ste tor ur eh, eens ht tes a ER 5,678 41 
36,863 23 
Interest— 
New Brunswick government loans............ 5,052) 27 
British Government loans..................-. 3,239 98 
— 8,292 25 
— 45,155 48 
Total payments, British Family Settle- 
TRE iho Cio a G Oren DESO CIOL a mC pie EOC OER aa RS ee $ 1,612,236 69 


OLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA—LEGISLATIVE REDUCTIONS DECEMBER 31, 1931 


IvE Stock Rrepuctions— 
15-16 George V, Chap. 53, Section 67. Assented to June 27, 1925.......... $ 2,927,869 99 
AND REVALUATION— 
. 17 George V, Chap. 68, Section 68. Assented to April 14, 1927— 
DW ATAS DONATE tate ee i eat eR $ 7,407,092 23 
Estimated additional awards...................-.2-e00- 69,000 00 
| ———_—_————_ 7, 476, 092 23 
) Per Cent Repucrion— 
‘s 20-21 pone V, Chap. 42, section 70. Assented to May 30, 
1930— 
ECIICID Seva ee eS hee |, pte a Me $ 8,668,708 05 
LUNASIND nef P35 68 ols ail Ree Onan Une Con EN aa a 2,649,306 25 
—————— 11,318,014 30 


i $21,721,976 52 
b.. .—In addition to the above, the amendment to the Act of 1922, 12-13 George V, Chap. 46, an 


tt to amend the Soldier Settlement Act, 1919, provided for the exemption of interest, the estimated 
ving to settlers being $10,269,108.87. 


r 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA 


“fF 


Errect or LEGISLATIVE REDUCTIONS—AVERAGE ORIGINAL LoANn oF $5,000 


Settler who has met all payments— 


tity chalet ia ee Re EC! a RO. Sak Ae SS ST Cee eG a ote $ 5,000 00 
Tatoteat (including interest remission)............-+-..20++-+- Fe ee eee 2,321 60 
i Aik 5 bee TS ne sities eB Se AN aiapenend te clad le 7,321 60 
Rayanents by Settler... acne.) Tues =: = 22am teloel ions lomies s1gal Die 2,976 18 
4,345 42 
Legislative Reductions— 
Livestock. red ction wenanccsseereesened error tieree craven re ee RT $ 320 00 
Land reyaluastionss akc teu, osc Cee tee ete 979 02 
30 per cent reduction........-.ce5s cern erence ees ese ees sense Ghe te. 
Interest remission..5..0.:> >-sumerre So cEREee sk Ere so ae 931 97 
———_ 2,948 76 
Prosont detec: 0... nc ete on, ee See ve A are ee $  1,39666 


Settler who has met no payments—- 


1 7. oo, eRe hmerrmetpnnan mre marshy uneven GENIN a TMA e Ata vic Glows 6 ed $ 5,000 00 
Tavares: (including interest TemMiIssiON),... 64. csi. 6 ces wees we ee ce ele re 3,251 33 
Ns 5 Se eR RI 1 nt pyre I ca Ry EO SERA Oe eh RERO CE EN RE 8,251 33 
Legislative Reductions— 
WPivestock TeGuCUION.... so 2s «oss eee = Un apensater dove cone $ 320 00 
Diand revaluation .. occ ..so0. bac nenoe Re eee etait cree raere 979 02 
80 percent reduction... 0972. sea eee a eet ee 1,680 72 
Interest: remission... p< soc. Me Beene. cee ats okclnet eens 1,153 83 
Se 4,133 57 
Present dept see fee ogc cuacse danas et dah naa diag ts eae ve Oa Be eee eres $ 4,117 76 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA 


Fieip INVESTIGATIONS AND AFTERCARE Visits—JaANUARY 1, 1930, TO DECEMB 


31, 1931 ; 
January 1—December 31, 1930 January 1—December 31, 1931. 
District anntietactnbe Investigations Investigations i 
Aftercare Aftercai 
Depart- {War veteran Sak Depart- |War veteran =u 
mental allowance Visits mental allowance view 
Vaneouver.cM io cdenade 228 449 349 29 555 45 7 
British CoLUMBIA....... 228 449 349 29 555 
Calaney: Mee ei ievcess 164 82 395 48 202 635 | 
Wd MOntOn ce «5 eed tee 378 133 875 187 254 880 
AGBERTA.L pcre se seus 542 215 1,270 235 456 ¥ 
Saskatoon ss. Ssese ea 689 181 1, 180 282 245 616 
SASKATCHEWAN.......- 689 181 1,180 282 245 ' 
Winnipers =. 0 ep eke 116 512 815 181 130 
NMA NPTORAR. (coe ce 218 116 512 815 181 
EE OLOULO: eins eas sce ae eon 624 425 376 446 498 735 | 
ONTARIO occ sie 3 a teoueaie 624 425 376 446 498 
Sherbrooke....00i.:.)2.. | 86 54 91 117 75 5 
QUNBEG,..-0: ee eee 86 54 91 117 v5 
Samtalohn.. 6. een Ss 162 302 184 118 419 85 
Maritime PROVINCES. . 162 302 184 118 419 
DomiNIon Torats... 2,549 1, 742 3, 962 2,042 2,429 3,131 


Nore.—War veterans allowance investigations began in September, 1930. 


Sotprer SETTLEMENT oF CANADA—STAFF—COMPARATIVE ANNUAL SALARY Co 


August Ist, 1930 |December 31st, 1931 Reduction 
District date lantern ; 454 ts Tea ; ) 
nnua nnua. nnua 
Number salaries Number} salaries Number salarie 

$ $ $ 
IV SNCOUV EE... ee oe oe ae 60 112, 920 38 74,020 22 38, 
Hammonton!) sae eee as © eee eee 66 113, 160 49 89, 660 17 23, 
Waleary ser er ee ee Pee 46 80, 700 36 65, 460 10 15, 
Raskatoon. ...) ike seb. gaicps oe aris we ait 102 187,101 63 118, 180 39 68, 
Winnipeg f,..\:.-oeh. eee eee oe oe enon: 56 98,879 35 65, 220 21 f 
BE GTOWEO,. enchant ae ee 41 77, 700 29 57,360 10, 20, 

Sherbrooke.........:-..-. cee eceecseees 6 11,340 6 16,920 ae ae cee 

Saint. Jobin......i.<aheer.. terse ere 32 55, 620 29 51,000 3 4, 
OtbalVLDIstricts:.. fees ccc ai cle eta 409 737,420 285 531,820 124 205, 
HeadiOMmee:..c sc shat oe cues eee aie oe 117 236, 854 83 172,190 34 64, 
Totalocke ews hee eee 526 974, 274 368 704,010 158 270, 
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TENTH REPORT 
SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA 


MARCH 31, 1935 


SOLDIER AND GENERAL LAND SETTLEMENT 


- The last report on soldier and general land settlement was issued December 
31,1931. The object of this report, therefore, is to present concisely the position 
of settlement under administration of the department as at March 31, 1935; an 
outline of policy that has governed settlement during the past three difficult 
years ; the character and results of the general land settlement services performed 
by the department; and a summary of legislation since 1931 affecting soldier 
settlement. Reference is also made to existing departmental organization and 
the continued efforts to curtail administration costs in conformity with govern- 
ment policy in this regard. 

An accurate picture of the settlement in the Dominion as a whole and in the 
respective provinces, in so far as certified statements covering loan operations 
and schedules summarizing settlement activities may accomplish this end, is 
found in a series of statements and schedules, pages 12 to 21. 


SCOPE OF LAND SETTLEMENT OPERATIONS 


The Soldier Settlement Department originally instituted to administer the 
soldier Settlement Acts of 1917 and 1919 was designated by government the 
wand Settlement Branch of the Department of Immigration and Colonization in 
1924 and since then soldier and general land settlement activities have been 
onducted as complementary operations to obviate duplication of public services. 


EXTENT AND CHARACTER OF SETTLEMENT 


Under the Soldier Settlement Act 25,000 soldier settlers were established on 
and with loans. At this date there are 10,828 soldier settlers; 5,844 civilian 
ettlers; 2,061 British family settlers; 1,980 farms operated under lease and 535 
arms on hand for resale; 2,841 settlers have repaid their loans in full in cash; 
1956 properties have been transferred to municipalities and provinces under 
ection 21 (a) of the Soldier Settlement Act. ; 

Summarized, there are 18,733 active settlers with loans, 1,980 properties 
nder lease, 535 farms on hand ‘for resale; a total of 21,248 properties under 
dministration, representing a present net investment of $54,674,524.91. 

The constantly changing nature of settlement is apparent in the above brief 
ummary. It will be noted that of the total farms under administration only 50 
€r cent are now occupied by soldier settlers. 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT 


- Soldier settlers in common with farmers generally have been adversely 
fected by low prices for farm products and by drought conditions for several 
ears past in some sections of Western Canada. Their position from the stand- 
oint of personal equity in their farms reflects these adverse factors. Table, page 
¢, “Grading of Settlers” shows that of the total soldier settlers 32 per cent 
ave an equity of 40 per cent or more in their farms;,17 per cent have an equity 
20-40 per cent in their farms; 15 per cent have an equity of less than 20 per 
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cent while 36 per cent of the total have no equity in their farms. The position 
of soldier settlers with respect to personal equity in their properties must be con- 


sidered in relation to the extensive financial concessions granted these ‘settlers 
through remedial legislation outlined later in the report. 


The above cross-section of soldier settlement compares more than favourably 
with the position of civilian settlers, shown in the same table, who bought farms 
from the Department in competitive bidding by public tender. 


» 


POLICY 


The general policy of all reasonable leniency adopted in 1930 has been con- 
tinued during the past three years. This policy of leniency has been extended to 
all settlers who are making an earnest attempt to operate their farms to the best 
advantage, live within their means and meet payments to the best of their ability. 
The fact that no settler under the department has been subjected to dispossession 
of his land during the past four years because of inability to pay, is the best 
evidence of adherence to the general policy indicated and settlers have thus been 
afforded the “security of tenure” desired under adverse conditions that have 
prevailed. 

The department recognizes, quite apart from the basic consideration of just 
and equitable treatment of settlers under its administration, that foreclosure 
proceedings on the grounds of inability to pay would inevitably mean a mere 
shifting of the burden of problem eases at an ultimately higher cost to the Cana- 
dian taxpayers. 

Settlers who are in a position to meet their annual payments are expected to 
do so and to this end district office collection officials and field staff co-operate to 
the full extent. 

The collection policy of the department bears no relation to “collections” in 
the generally accepted sense of the term. The great majority of settlers must 
pay for their farms from revenue received for products grown on the farm. The 
collection policy is, therefore, a year-round endeavour by the department to en- 
courage and assist settlers to increase revenue with which to meet their payments 
and at. the same time reduce unnecessary overhead cost. 


COLLECTIONS 


Summarized statements of collections are given on page 15. It will 
be noted that in soldier settlement during the last fiscal year 59-4 per cent of the 
settlers made payments, the amount received with the addition of bonus repre- 
senting 61-4 per cent of the amount due in the year 1934-35. Under the Three 
Thousand British Family Scheme, 47-6 per cent of the settlers made payments, 
the total amount, including bonus, representing 36-8 per cent of the amount due 
during the last fiscal year. 

FINANCIAL 


Attention is directed to the financial statement, page 12, which gives in 
summarized form the loan situation from the passing of the Soldier Settlement 
Act to date. The accompanying schedules detail the major items in the financial 
statement.- : ) 

- In connection with the reduction in gross loans from $153,936,298.63 to 
$54,674,524.91, it is noted that $54,429,973.13 has been paid into the treasury in 
principal and _interest;. $39,013,737.16 has been granted to settlers through 
remedial legislation of which amount $28,744,628.29 has been written off settlers 
accounts and $10,269,108.87 granted by. way of interest exemption; .$16,087,172.30 
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has been deducted on account of losses sustained to date in the resale of land 
and chattels. The amount paid into the treasury includes repayment of 
interest and principal by settlers and money received from all sources including 
eash receipts from resale of land and chattels. 


INSURANCE 


Fire insurance covering buildings and chattels in an amount of $16,490,055.98 
is held by the department as collateral security for loans. The insurance is 
placed and the premium paid by the settlers, failing which the Department places 
the insurance and pays for it, collecting the premium from the settlers. 


Statement, page 19, records for the last three calendar years the amount 
of fire losses in comparison with the premium paid. It will be noted that the 
percentage of loss shows a reduction from 65 per cent in 1932 to 36 per cent in 
1934, the percentage for the three-year period being 52 per cent. This com- 
pares favourably with general farm insurance business throughout the Dominion, 
the loss ratio being 92 per cent in 1932 and 79 per cent in 1933. 


REMEDIAL LEGISLATION __ 


A summary of the various remedial legislative measures since the inception 
of the Soldier Settlement Act is recorded on page 14. These concessions have 
resulted in a financial betterment to settlers in an aggregate amount -of 
$39,013,737.16. . 


REMEDIAL LEGISLATION OF 1933, BONUS AMENDMENT AND INTEREST REMISSION 


These remedial measures provided in Sections 72 and 73 of the Act applied 
to soldier settlers, civilian settlers and settlers under the Three Thousand British 
Family Scheme. Previous remedial legislation had applied only to soldier 
settlers. 

Due to unprecedented low prices for agricultural products from 1930-1933, 
the majority of settlers under the department were confronted with a burden 
of accumulated interest-bearing arrears which had created a spirit of hopeless- 
hess among many hard-working settlers who, under normal conditions, would 
have kept abreast of their obligations. An amendment to the Soldier Settle- 
ment Act, generally referred to as the “Bonus Legislation,” was passed in May, 
1933, designed to enable settlers to overtake their arrears and give them a new 
incentive and more reasonable hope of ultimate ownership of their farms by 
paying for them through their own efforts. 

Unlike previous remedial measures which had been applicable alike to the 
thrifty and unthrifty settler, the Bonus Legislation was designed to remedy the 
position of the earnest hard-working settler imbued with the idea that the 
acquiring of title to his farm must come as a result of his own efforts in paying 
for the property. The principle and provisions of the amendment were arrived 
at through study and examination of field conditions and after round-table con- 
ference between representatives of soldier organizations, settlers themselves and 
staff of the department. 

Briefly the amendment to the Act, Section 73, provided for a dollar for 
dollar bonus on payments made in respect of arrears or any instalment due and 
payable between March 31, 1933, and March 31, 1936, and instalments due one 
year thereafter, provided payment of such is made prior to March 31, 1936. The 
payment made and the bonus combined may not exceed the arrears plus the 
instalments due. The legislation applies to all settlers indebted in respect to 
any contract or agreement made prior to the Ist of January, 1933. ; 
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An important condition of the application of the bonus concession is that 
the settler is required to pay insurance premium and taxes levied during the 
current year. The condition with respect to the payment of taxes is in con- 
formity with the department’s policy of full co-operation with municipal and 
local taxing authorities in encouraging settlers to meet. their tax obligations. 


Statement on page 14 shows that to March 31, 1935, settlers have earned 
bonus totalling $2,087,635.32 of which $664,792.81 represents amounts to be 
predited to settlers when taxes and insurance have been paid. 
ie : 

i INTEREST REMISSION 


Section 72 of the Act provided an important financial concession to settlers 
in that all interest charges which accrued between the standard payment dates 
1931 and 1932 were remitted and any such payments that had been made by 
settlers were applied toward reduction of principal indebtedness. This con- 
cession, inclusive of all classes of settlers, amounted to $2,294,341.19. 


REMEDIAL LEGISLATION 1933 BRITISH FAMILY SETTLERS 


Section 74 of the Act provided that upon the consent of His Majesty’s 
Government of Great Britain to bear the proportionate loss, settlers under the 
_ Three Thousand British Family Agreement would be granted a 30 per cent 
reduction in their debt similar to the reduction granted soldier settlers in 1930 
under section 70 of the Act as well as dollar for dollar bonus concession and 
interest remission referred to above. The British Government consented to 
_ the application of the three remedial measures to British Family Scheme settlers, 
the concessions totalling $3,819,103.64 and the loss being borne by the British 
and Dominion Governments in proportion to their respective advances under 
the Agreement. 


TAXES 


The municipal tax situation has been one of the more important adminis- 
trative problems of the department since the inception of soldier settlement. 

. Prior to 1934 the situation was that soldier settlement lands were Crown 
lands and as such were not subject to taxation. Over a period of years repre- 
sentations had been made repeatedly by municipal taxing authorities that their 
inability to levy and collect taxes on soldier settlement lands in accordance 
with the taxing laws of the various provinces imposed an unfair burden on 
rural municipalities. 


During the period 1922 to 1933 the department at various times as a con- 
cession to municipalities made advances to settlers to enable them to pay their 
tax arrears. At first, except on special occasions, advances for this purpose 
were made very sparingly and only on behalf of soldier settlers. In progressive 
stages, however, disbursements by the department on account of taxes were 
materially increased and beginning with the year 1929 such advances were 
made in connection with farms held by civilian settlers as well as soldier 
settlers. Up to March 31, 1935, the department disbursed $5,552,296.67 to 
taxing authorities in respect of soldier settlement lands. The department 
recognized the merit of the contention of municipalities in so far as their having 
ho recourse to the land itself for the realization of taxes was concerned and 
made every effort, particularly in recent years, to co-operate fully with municipal 
taxing authorities in encouraging settlers to pay their taxes and impressing 

upon them that payment of taxes is one of their first obligations. This con- 
certed effort by the municipal authorities“and’the department met with a con- 
siderable measure of success. : | 
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SULYUIEN ShLILiEMiNi OF CANADA 


Notwithstanding the co-operation between municipal authorities and the 
departinent and the substantial disbursements made by the department to 
municipal taxing authorities, the municipalities had no assurance that the 
department would continue to make such advances and in any event it was not 
considered that it was within the authority of the department to make such 
advances on behalf of civilian purchasers. It was again strongly represented 
that this state of affairs imposed an unfair burden on municipalities and in 1934 
the Soldier Settlement Act was so amended as to make soldier settlement lands 
as from the Ist of January, 1933, subject to the tax sale laws of the various 
provinces. 


At: the same time special provision was made for the payment of tax arrears 
on soldier settlement lands for all periods prior to the 1st of January, 1933, 
during which such lands were held under purchase by any persons, soldier 
settlers, or otherwise. In this connection the sum of $384,030.79 was disbursed 
by the department to taxing authorities. For periods subsequent to the Ist of 
January, 1933, the department has paid taxes in respect of those vacant lands 
_ which are regarded as of sufficient value to justify such payments. The amount 
so disbursed totalled $120,357.28 in the fiscal year 1934-35. _ 
The Soldier Settlement Act as now amended provides that upon the farm 
of a settler, or other purchase of land under contract from the department, 
being advertised for sale under the Provincial Tax Recovery Statute the con- 
tract covering the sale of that land by the department to such settler shall be - 
rescinded. However, it is further provided that the settler shall be reinstated 
in his contract provided he makes payment of the amount necessary to effect 
redemption of the land prior to the date upon which the property would have 
become finally alienated by tax sale. In these cases it is the practice of the 
department to give the settler every inducement to redeem his land where 
possible to so arrange his affairs as to enable him to do this. 


TRANSFER OF LANDS TO PROVINCES AND MUNICIPALITIES 


- In 1932 the Soldier Settlement Act was amended by the insertion of section 
21A which provides that the Governor in Council, or the director with the 
approval of the Governor in Council, may transfer to a province or to a_ 
municipality, as the case may be, any soldier settlement land situated therein 
which for a period of two years immediately preceding the transfer has not 
been the subject of a contract of sale. The purpose of this amendment was 
to enable the department to turn over to the taxing authorities a number of 
parcels of low grade land which had been idle for a considerable time and 
which had proved to be unsaleable at anything more than a merely nominal price 
It was considered that it was unjust to the taxing authorities for the depart- 
ment to retain such land for indefinite periods without contributing anything 
whatever toward local taxes. Pursuant to section 21A 1,956 parcels, all in the 
western provinces, have been transferred to municipalities and provinces. 


LAND: SALES 


It was stated earlier in the report that of the total of 21,248 farms under 
administration, only 50 per cent are occupied by soldier settlers. 

The Estates and Securities Branch of the department administers reverted 
farms and chattel property. In all cases of resale of farms, care is exercised in 
the selection of the personal risk, the object being to conduct a sale that will 
result in ownership of the property by the purchaser. Similarly with leases, 
care is taken.to ensure, in so far as possible, that farms are leased to reliable 
tenants pending resale of the land. The terms of the leases conform to the ; 
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general practice prevailing in the respective provinces and usually include 
stipulations with respect to summer-fallow and new breaking or other improve- 
ments by the lessee. The resettlement of farms has a distinct colonization 
aspect which is regarded as of primary importance under prevailing conditions. 


THREE THOUSAND BRITISH FAMILY SETTLEMENT SCHEME 


This settlement project, entered into by agreement between the British 
and Dominion Governments in 1924 for the settlement of 3,000 British families 
on government owned farms in Canada has been described in detail in previous 
reports. The farms used for settlement were in the main lands acquired for 
soldier settlement and the department under the terms of the agreement was 
charged with the responsibility of administering British settlement, including 
supervision of settlers’ operations and collection of moneys due. 

A total of 3,346 families came forward for settlement of which 183 with- 
drew from the scheme before receiving advances, and 1,335 withdrew after 
contracting loans, a total of 1,518 withdrawals. There are now 1,813 British © 
families operating their farms under this scheme. Fifteen settlers have repaid 
their loans. 7s ORS ; ois 

Table, page 16, shows the present occupation or other disposition of the 
families who have withdrawn from the scheme. —~ 

__ While families settled under this agreement were granted a 30 per cent 
reduction in their indebtedness in 1933 and the benefits of the dollar for dollar 
bonus legislation and interest remission referred to earlier in this report, 
their present financial position as disclosed in tables on pages 14 and 15 
emphasizes the difficulties surrounding agricultural settlement in recent years. 


500 NEW BRUNSWICK FAMILY SETTLEMENT SCHEME. 


This settlement agreement was entered into by the British, Dominion and 
New Brunswick Governments for the settlement of 500 families in the province 
of New Brunswick over a period of six years beginning 1928. Under the 
agreement, the New Brunswick Government supplies the farms, the British 
Government advances up to $1,500 per family for the purchase of chattels and 
the Dominion Government is responsible for administration and supervision. 
The loans extend over twenty-five years with interest at five per cent on the 
amortization plan. The agreement provides for the sharing of losses by the 
respective governments as follows: the province of New Brunswick absorbs 
capital loss on land; the British and Dominion Governments each absorb 50 
per cent of the loss on live stock and equipment. Interest losses on land for 
the first two years are borne 50 per cent by the British Government and 25 per 
cent each by the Dominion and provincial Governments. This project is 
administered by the Soldier Settlement Department. Three hundred and fifty- 
nine families have come forward under this agreement; five families withdrew 
before receiving advances; 106 withdrew after contracting loans—a total of 
111 withdrawals. 


There are now 248 families operating their farms under the agreement. ~ 


At the date of this report the Dominion Government has under considera- 
tion urgent representations by the Government of New Brunswick that a 
Substantial number of the remaining settlers are likely to abandon their farms 
and become 4 liability to the municipal authorities and a detrimental influence 
‘on further British migration unless carly action is taken to’accord these settlers | 
‘similar concessions to those already granted settlers:under the’Three Thousand 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA 


British Family Scheme. New Brunswick family settlers have not been granted 
the 30 per cent reduction in debt or interest remission given to the Three 
Thousand British Family Scherne settlers. The Dominion is proceeding with 
negotiations with the British Government and the Government of New Bruns- 
wick with a view to revision of the tripartite agreement on lines similar to the 
Three Thousand British Famils Agreement, the objective being to retain on 
their farms the greatest possible number of families originally settled in New 
Brunswick under the tripartite agreement. 


FARMERS’ CREDITORS ARRANGEMENT ACT, 1934 


This Act passed at the 1934 session of Parliament is intended to provide a 
simple means whereby the debt burdens of the farmer may be adjusted to a level 
more consistent with the revenue producing capacity of the farm. The Act 
makes provision for farmers as debtors and their creditors to get together and 
arrange mutually satisfactory compromises and settlements. : : 

The provisions of this Act are applicable to debtors of the Crown and there- 
fore all classes of settlers under the department holding contracts with the 
Director of Soldier Settlement ar¢ eligible to apply for the benefits of this legis- 
lation. The administrative machinery began to function only in November, 
1934, consequently it is too early to make any reliable estimate of the number of 
settlers likely to apply for reduction of their debt to the department or adjust- 
ment of the terms of existing contracts. To date 77 soldier settlers, 10 British 
families and 83 civilian settlers ave made application for reduction of debt or _ 
revision of terms of their contrac*s. 


DEPARTMENTAL CO-OPERATION WITH FARMERS’ CREDITORS ACT ADMINISTRATION 


On request of the Minister of Finance, the Minister in charge of Soldier 
Settlement agreed that the experienced field supervision staff of the department - 
would make land appraisals and frnish reports on applicants under the Farmers’ 
Creditors Arrangement Act when-requested to do so by the Boards of Review 
established under the Act in the respective provinces. The chairmen of the_ 
Boards of Review of Ontario 2nd Manitoba have advised the director they 
intend to make extensive use of ~he department’s field staff for land appraisal 
work and it is anticipated that Foards of Review in other provinces will make 
similar requests for the services of field staff. To date the Ontario Board of 
Review has requested 286 land zppraisals and reports on applicants. 


FIELD SUPERVISION 


The field supervision staff fvrnishes the personal contact between settlers 
and the department and is the fowndation of the general land settlement services 
rendered. 

There are 94 field supervision districts in the Dominion, each with a field 
supervisor in charge. Each stpervisor is responsible on the average for 200. 
active settlers, 26 farms available for sale or lease and an aggregate investment 
of $580,000 of public funds. , 

At this stage after seventeen years of land settlement operations, it may be 
well to define the place which fic!¢ supervisors hold in the department’s activities. 4 

There are now 18,733 active settlers under the department, and in so far as 
these land contract holders are comeerned, every visit of a field supervisor must [ 
bear a definite relationship to the Detterment of the settler’s position. It is “a 


9 


department’s objective to retain settlers on the land and enable them to become 
the ultimate owners of their farms. Supervisors, therefore, have what may be 
termed a year round collection duty by the indirect method of encouraging and 
assisting backward settlers to increase their farm revenue and thus be in a better 
position to meet their financial obligations. 


In the matter of inspection and preservation of security, the sale of reverted 
farms and chattels and arrangements for the satisfactory leasing of farms not 
disposed of through sale, the duties of a field supervisor are comparable with 
those of a loan company inspector. 


It is only through the field supervision staff that the department has been 
enabled to participate in the co-operative Back-to-the-Land Movement of the 
department and the railways during the past five years, to make land appraisals 
and investigations for the Farmers’ Creditors Arrangement Act administration, 
land appraisals for the Canadian Farm Loan Board, and field investigations for 
_ the War Veterans’ Allowance Committee and other departments of the Dominion 
Government, as outlined in succeeding sections of this report. 


GENERAL LAND SETTLEMENT 


As the Land Settlement Branch of the Department of Immigration and 
- Colonization, the Soldier Settlement organization has been called upon to perform 
general land settlement services not only for the department proper but for other 
departments of the Dominion Government requiring land inspectional and 
general field investigational services such as the organization is equipped to 
render. The demand for services of this character has increased in recent years. 


On pages 17 and 18 are summarized the results of these activities. Specifi- 
cally the general land settlement services include:— ; 


1. Investigations for the Department of Immigration and Colonization 

Since December 31, 1931, (date of last published report) field staff have 
investigated settlement conditions in 2,357 cases for the Department of Immi- 
‘gration and Colonization in connection with the proposed admission of immi- 
grants to Canada. In this fiscal year investigations numbered 1,111, statement 
on page 17. 


2. Co-ordinated Land Settlement Department and Railways 

’ The Back-to-the-Land Movement instituted in 1930 had as its basis the 
active co-operation of the Land Settlement Branch and the Colonization Depart- 
ments of the Canadian Pacific and Canadian National Railways in the settle- 
-ment of families on farms and the placement of single unemployed men in farm 
work. Table, page 17, shows that in the period October 1, 1930, to March 31, 
1935, the three organizations jointly were instrumental in settling 16,017 
families on farms and placing 34,984 single men in farm employment. The 
department settled 2,612 families mainly on vacant soldier settlement lands in 
the period and placed 15,634 single men in farm work. 


3. Rural Investigations—War Veterans’ Allowance Committee 

_ Since December 31, 1931, the field staff of the department have conducted 
9,608 investigations in rural districts with respect to applications under the War 
Veterans’ Allowance Act of 1930. In this fiscal year these investigations 
numbered 3,413, table on page 18. It will be noted the volume of this type of 
investigation is increasing each year. 
10 
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4. Rural Investigations for Department of Pensions and National Health 


Since the inception of this work in 1931 field staff have made 11,721 investi- 
gations for the Department of Pensions and National Health and the Canadian 
Pension Commission with respect to applications for relief allowances and special 
investigations of pension cases in rural districts. Three thousand one hundred 
and ninety-one field investigations were made during this fiscal year, table on 
page 17. 


5. Investigations for Department of the Interior 


Field staff in the prairie provinces have been called upon to conduct special 
investigations relating to lands, for the Department of the Interior. The number 
of such investigations is given on page 18. 


6. Land Appraisals, Farmers’ Creditors Arrangement Act, 1934 


Two hundred and forty land appraisals and reports on applicants under the 
Farmers’ Creditors Arrangement Act have been made during the period January 
1 to March 31, 1935, for Boards of Review in the provinces of Ontario, Mani- 
toba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. It is estimated that the number of such land 
appraisals in all provinces during the year 1935 will total approximately 1,800. 


7. Land Appraisals for the Canadian Farm Loan Board : 


Under amendment to the Canadian Farm Loah Act 1934 the aggregate 
amount of public money available for loans to farmers was increased to 
$90,000,000 and loaning operations extended to all provinces in the Dominion. 

The Canadian Farm Loan Board has requested the services of field super- 
visors of the department in making land appraisals during the spring and summer 
months of 1935 pending the appointment of appraisers to their own staff. It is. 
estimated that the department will be required to make at least 1,200 land 
appraisals for the Farm Loan Board during the spring and summer of 1935. 


ADMINISTRATION 


The Deputy Minister of Immigration and Colonization is also Director of 
Soldier and General Land Settlement—co-ordination of land settlement activi- 
ties being thus ensured. 

While the general land settlement services described in this report neces- 
sarily entail cost to the Department of Soldier Settlement, it was determined 
after careful survey by officers of the various departments concerned that 
co-operation as indicated rather than appointment of additional staff by the 
several departments would result in a substantial annual saving to the public 
_treasury. d 

The principle of economy in administration has been strictly adhered to 
by the Soldier Settlement Department. The last report, 1931, dealt fully with 
reorganization of the department carried out in that year. The main economies 
effected in the reorganization were the appointment of a director in place of 4 
board of three commissioners; the establishment of only three branches at head 
office instead of the nine executive branches which formerly existed; retirement 
of 158 members of the staff, including 16 senior executive officials; the closing 
of three district offices; elimination of 44 motor cars, and substantial reduction 
in travelling expenses... ¥ 

Statement on page 16, setting forth a comparison of the annual 
administration and salary costs for the two fiscal years 1934-35 and 1929-30, 
shows that during the five-year period there has been a reduction in total 
administration costs of $620,616.07 or 46 per cent, including a reduction in” 
salary costs of $345,364, and reduction in staff of 193 persons. : 
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The ‘present organization (total staff 333) consists of a head office at 
Ottawa and eight district offices, each with a district superintendent, in charge 
located as follows:— 


British Columbia—Vancouver. 
Alberta—Edmonton and Calgary. 
Saskatchewan—Saskatoon. 
Manitoba—Winnipeg. . 
Ontario—Toronto. 

} Quebec—Sherbrooke. 
Maritime Provinces—Saint John, N.B. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS AT MARCH 31, 1935 


ame Principal Interest Total 
; $ cts $ cts. $ ets. 
Current Loans— 
Soldier Settlement— 
Pe ee eettlerd a feet le 28seceaic whvaes |e te satel aeyatetalsiers fies .« otee eee eee 25,239,483 99 
ee ro ee 11,056,615 67 
‘ NESS ea at a OY eae 
32,400, 204 43 3,895,895 16 36, 296,099 59 
British Family Settlement— 
eee EE Scheme, oo et 7,710,337 98 591,683 22 8,302,021 20 
N.B. 500 F. Agreement.....,......... iN a sheisioteeiats 855, 862 43 216,742 73 1,072,605 16 
“Total Current Loans ePeslareis(stacce sk ete te oe 40,966,404 84 4,704,321 11 45,670,725 95 
Security held for Re-sale—. 
(At Book OTe eaten ee bees ieee CAR ES tidus eee Soest 8,969,081 33 34,717 63 9,003,798 96 
: Book Debt—Active SUS oh Rave ad ee 49,935,486 17 4,739,038 74 54,674,524 91 
Ascertained Losses— : 
(Security ONE GA Ae ARE Re ge Poe 165087172 30: eo ene) wea 16,087°172 30 
Book Debt—All BROCOUN ES ire cc ig eg 66,022,658 47 4,739,038 74 70,761,697 21 


Legislative Reductions— 


Uncluding Interest Exemption, 1922 eve Setassered) PALICY ERGO 


87,770,514 00 


17,265,881 63 
22,004,920 37 


39,013,737 16 


109,775,434 37 


Repayments— S 
Me er Settloment:.. 0, 0.7 8s ee 35,051,087 59 | 17,183,060 68 2,234,148 27 
Be orient eee sate ey ese 1,543,280 40 652,544 46 2,195,824 86 
: 36,594,367 99 17,835,605 14 54,429,973 13 
LC Ooh ee 8450 ye ie eee Se 124,364,881 99 39,840,525 51 164, 2: 5,407 50 
Deduct Interest Exemption 1922 (this being an exemp- 
tion was not charged to settlers’ ACCOUNTS) Vamuee. ol eoeenaty esl ne aaa 10,269,108 87 10,269,108 87 
Total charged to Settlers’ ENC COUNTS Meaty ee 124,364,881 99 | 29,571,416 64 153,936,298 63. 
a ‘ 
GROSS LOANS (SOLDIER LAND SETTLEMENT) AS AT MARCH 31, 1935 
BM AAG ee sn. yk eee $ 60, 571,555 79 
omy OF ORCMIOTACEB LS ooo... assis oc. Glo em 2,716,474 89 
Pee “nen baproversente:sct.........s.cnocct ee 11,650,431 85 
ee viper mercer see 29,098,608 16 
ee ee he 9,615,016 77 
Replacements..,.........__. SSCS Cold Cre SORE ee nen Mer EC haga ta Oo 3,564,105 23 
Refund of settlers’ PL UN Go tie Pople Te oe rane iia Sa 208, 184 84 
perclta eto xepales.)/2. 425,50.) occ let eee Sees ee 629,421 O4 
BrvrMeW eects oo hac lor. pooch fa cee 52,271 = 
Indian soldier settlers.....1. 11977111777 a Yaieteas\eleters, pitre aj aia ee eee a 428,268 8 
noes 118, 584, 338 63 
TEAS ISAS Sse eh ai Naina nage Ree, eee 26,5175, 345.88 
< 144,759,684 51 
Deduct lands transferred to British Family Scheme.................... 8,439,377 08 
Total. .. SEA. IE A regen Sicko aes er oak toe I a ny Red Bad's Ut $ 136,320,307 43 
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GROSS LOANS (BRITISH FAMILY SETTLEMENT) AS AT MARCH 21, 1935 
3,000 Famiry ScHEME— 


Canadian Government land.............0+eseeeee $ 9,222,428 48 
British Government land..............22--+seee02- 113,491 13 
British Government stock and equipment.........- 3,262,464 56 
Assisted passage loans............ esse cere e eee cess 165,813 76 
Replacements. .........:ecere eer ee eens etetenceetess 280,700 77 
Interest charges— 

ClanaGian. coancsieea-oatere elere a anes eratetola crelsNegrisiels: tm 2,360,018 90 


Dea a te) eee PaaS aE RnCOao: BUCUCOREr Cee ahere.core 773,726 89 
——__—_——-$ 16,178,644 49 
500 New Brunswick ScHEME— 


Provincial Government land..........-+++++eeeeees 722,484 21 
British Government loans............-+++: ee Eee 441,396 17 
Assisted passage loans...........0+eeeeee eee er et ceee 4,927 13 
Replacements...........s+ceeecec eee sesecececseeces 6,214 23 
Interest ChargeS.........cece cece ceesee rc eceseeceses 262,324 97 
: —_—_——————$_ 1,437,346 71 
Total Gross LOaMS.... 00-00. sccvcesaseewersssncccescvecers $ 17,615,991 20 


NUMBER OF SETTLERS AS AT MARCH 31, 1935 


Current Loans Security on Hand 
es - British. Soldier | British 
District Soldier Land Settlement Family aa Tand Family telat Total 
|__| Settle- Settle- Settle- 
Soldier | Civilian Total ment - ment ment 
Vancouver..... Dinicvee eer 1,447 - 961 2,408 137 2,545 233 28 261 2,806 
PidmontOn se cere siciel ae -iee 1,904 1,103 3,00 371 3,378 275 = Es 331 3,709 
Calgaryi.ce.cd>ss-seenee 1,488 517 2,005 296 2,301 244 21 265 2,566 
Saskatooniiccncce~ soccer 3,129 1,323 4,452 443 4,895 810 112 922 5, 817 
Winnipeg. cep cme.nepicincs =~ 997 978 1,975 197 2,172 572 49 621 2,793 
ToOrontOta snewssceisicccm 897 413 1,310 132 1,442 47 15 62 1,504 
Sherbrooke. sen eee. 126 191 317 34 351 10 2 12 363 
Sant Ohne. sates sete 616 358 974 451 1,425 32 9 41 1,466 
Indian soldier settlers... DOU ister Serco: oe Nascent DON occa iele ofaacecvareracra teers ets 
Totalnscsssses 


10,828 5,844 16,672 2,061 18,733 2,223 292 2,515 21,248 


LOAN REPAYMENTS 


oe 


Fiscal Year Interest Principal Total 
$ ets. $ cts. $ cts 
From inception to March 381, 1932..........-..-++++e5- 15,868,962 77 | 34,005,368 01 49,874,330 7 
1090293 re | RN eee ies crear ea oe otoeremients at: 600,418 29 738,307 55 1,338,725 84 
FIORE L YT Ne VAI Re tae ae ede Ose icp ih team ten ACN ROE arte ne ena 516,558 46 975,565 90 1,492,124 36, 
OSH ESh in wears crctoes tackrsta viens Re caste he Pe secret ae 849,665 62 875,126 53 1,724,792 16 


17,835,605 14 | 36,594,367 99 | 54,429,973 18 


REPAYMENTS AS AT MARCH 31, 1935 


—— Principal Interest 
: $7 cts! $ 
Soldier Settlement— 
Initialipaymentso<ce san cetesl deciss costae seme 68750) O15 17 testes: stem er 
Repayments. eave «acces sonia cae seas a 27,085,657 72 | 17,183,060 68 
Replacements cases secs otee ts telson ms PUT S74 70 Wi os ete retro 
Total Soldier Settlement.......-....+++++++5: 35,051,087 59 | 17,183,060 68 
British Family Settlement— : 
Canadian Government land. ......50.-2- 20 sere ine : 477,415 07 510, 322 
Total received by 
Ganadian Governments... onc cee cw conus welslotetneret 35,528,502 66 17, 693, 383 
British Government loans..........---+.-e+-cere- 568,733 27 131300 
British Government. New Brunswick Scheme..... 39,621 42 4,242 
Provincial Government loans..........--+-+-eeee> 97354 34 6, 622 
Assisted passage. ....0---0r-cieceeeeeporssineanee 161,241" $0.) geese ae aes 
Replacements. c....1--¢ cso em cc ewereteamena 986-915 00)aeoee cere eee 
Totali Repayments... cio sclacisiaemiaa er wlesie einen ers eames 36,594,367 99 | 17,835,605 


Na an ee eens Sic 


LEGISLATIVE REDUCTIONS AS AT MARCH 31, 1935 
Soldier Settlement— 
Live stock Reduction 


pats A/a ui Memetauiati jg See A 
30 per cent reduction— : 
BIN CIDA ees rhe ey aa cten i) 4 Ste! ofewladefets’ skater cist siveiors eee een ee ee ..$ 8,652,793 59 
err As aw Caer, | sete eS ee 2,656,959 51 
Need ee ; an agree 10 
Br a ee a le tcetclne' dt ae he dep ie Nt , 893, 872 
Dollar for dollar bonus— F ; a2 08 
2k cer cc per es Derr pices te arena tale SO h $ 769,427 28 
OOS Sos ERE cg am eR le RUS NAAN le 2) ra 545,558 50 
I 1,314,985 78 
ae eropeon Act, 1922, Ustimated.. sc. --crsve. secs ee eet 10, 269, 108 87 
Total soldier settlement....... Bly aied A OT RICK ASC iNT eis Mi NG MAR NES 35,194,633 52 
$,000 British Family Settlement— 
30 per cent reduction— 
C1 1 cat on Jao ean nG BAR Pie ai at Raniah ri ct $ 1,871,110 56 
UNC 139 5 SR eA a a ee FL et wit statiatee 1,439,667 19 
, 3,310,777 75 
Be rcp tie en oe 400,469 16 


Dollar for dollar bonus— 
1G) GEENA AS aes ee EL ReaD Urce Bls $ 47,610 36 


Principal 
Interestseeas eae Bice stares cecpieje ei tists aale aba at teg ate ele ans ee Pa 60,246 37 * 
Sees : ; . 107,856 73 
Total British Family Re E Clement a agit yeas cuine e+ cs age atsia) & saiice ho RRC TS 3,819,103 64 
Total Legislative Reductions............0.2... Sie chena lefet total ote chert ee - 39,013 737 16 


BONUS OF DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR AS AT MARCH 31, 1935 


——... 


es ante Ss Pee Total 
$ $ $ 
Payments received BUDIECE tO. DONUSS. 246.06 c) cs ua. he 1,924,228 84 163,406 48 | 2,087,635 32 
Bonus credited to date......... a ofa areh comment iciernci oie ater sient 1,314,985 78 107,856 73 | 1,422,842 51 
Meas’ still to be credited............-....-.5...-5.... reetion 609,243 06 | © 55,549 75 664,792 81 
IT es ee tk ee ie a a a 1,924, 228 84 163,406 48 | 2,087,635 32 


GRADING OF SETTLERS, MARCH 31, 1935 


} 


Settlers with more than 20 p.c. Less than 20 p.c. 
equity in theirfarms - equity 
eS Grade 1 Grade 2 Total Grade 3 Giada 


(Equity (Equity (Equity N 
of 40 p.c. of 20 p.c. eee of less than equi 
ormore) | to 40 p.c.) 20 p.c.) 


a ee 


Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent 
joldier Settlers— 
Percentage of total settlers.......... 32 Yi 49 15 36 
ivilian Settlers— 
' Percentage of total settlers.......... 10 11 21 26 53 
a Setilere— Fae : 
000 British Family Scheme— 
- Percentage of total settlers.......... 1 3 4 8 (88 
0 N.B. Agreement— 100 
ee -catege of total settlers, 02205 04.525 6c. .c bees lececeauddocsade cone: edeeeeeeee 
otal Settlers— Sfo ¢ 
Percentage of total settlers.......... yal 13 34 18 48 
= 
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ARREARS OWING BY CURRENT SETTLERS AS AT MARCH 31, 1935 


ee —00Oanoonqqnq*"o oom 


British Family Schemes 


Soldier 
Details and Civilian 3,000. 500 Total Settlers 
Settlers British Family |New Brunswick 
Scheme Scheme 
Arrears— $ $ $ $ 
Principal gsc seetcee -sixe toes tee erersts 4,360,977 76 1,874,874 85 31,730 93 6, 267,583 54 
Interests cctv oses neciss aren cfomet - 3,895,895 16 591,683 22 216, 742 73 4,704,321 11 
7 Vota) arrears:-.- 4-4-5: 8,256,872 92 2,466,558 07 248,473 66 10,971,904 65 
MTotalidebtsae etek tase e ccna: 36,084,276 40 8,302,021 20 1,072,605 16 45,458,902 76 
Percentage arrears to total debt..... 23% : 30% 23% : 24% 
Number settlers with due payments. 14, 886 2,132 248 17, 266 
Number settlers in arrears..........- 12,295 | — 2,032 248 14,5759 
Average arrears per settler........--.| 672 00 ‘ 1,214 00 1,002 00 . 753 00 
Sk NS eS wee ee ee 
COLLECTIONS—SOLDIER SETTLEMENT (Not Including Arrears) 
a 1934-1935 ; 
(To March 31, 1935) ; 
eS So>=€=—am_—m— 
| Namiber Instalments Received April 1, 1934, to March 31, 1935 Percentage | Percentage 
pda due of 1934 of Settlers 
District of : 
: Gettlors October 1, | Number Instal- making 
1934 ns Gat elars Cash Bonus Total ment payments 
$ $ $ $ 
Vancouver.......++-- 2,019 386,942 68 1,253 | 115,538,20 | 108,060 65 223,598 85 57-8 62-5 
Calgary vicsc.csesiss's 1,869 452,538 38 938 | 115,991 55 | 111,757 09 227,748 64 50-3 50-1 
Bdmonton...s..06 <0: 2,742 518,246 11 1,899 | 192,494 38 | 184,575 43 377,069 81 72-8 69-3 
Saskatoon..........- 4,231 831,710 21 2,070 | 247,382 85 | 222,137 28 469,520 13 56-5 48-9 
Winnipeg ccncce ee ars 1,755 | » 313,395 09 1,119 | 112,720 47 | 105,551 76 218,272 23 69-6 63-7 
*POPONtOs usis ciciesieeis se 1,063 167,256 00 809 69,551 22 64,713 60 134,264 82 80-3 76-1 
Sherbrooke.......... 305 44,184 22 212 13,381 28 12,122 31 25,503 59 57-7 69:5 
Saint John... cs... 902 107,187 42 537 28,286 29 26,835 61 55,121 90 51-4 59-5 
POO epee ae: 14,886 |2,821,460 11 8,837 | 895,346 24 | 835,753 73 {1,731,099 97 61-4 59-4 


COLLECTIONS—BRITISH FAMILY SETTLEMENT (Not including Arrears) 
i 1934-1935 


(To March 31, 1935) 


DS ——————————————————————————————————— 


Received April 1, 1934, to March 31, 1935 


Number | Istalments Percentage | Percentage 


apes ue of 1934 of Settlers 
District eae October 1, | Number Instal- making 
1934 ot Sattlars Cash Bonus Total ment payments 
$ $ $ $ 
Vancouver........--- 214 47,136 82 129 9,610 67 8,742 22 | 18,352 89 oom 
Calgary a eeeswaace 321 81,683 97 110 | 10,582 79 10,070 23 20,653 02 34-2 
Edmonton..........- “406 93,067 26 243 23,407 14 21,357 93 44,765 07 om 
Saskatoonussewciee se 473 115,055 13 179 19,448 91 18,852 02 | 38,300 93 37-8 | 
Winnipeg............ 226 55,778 96 113 11,712 67 10,682 49 22,395 16 50-0 
orette, esse. sede - 166 34.479 23 108 | 9.31837 | 8,857.57 | 18,175 94 . 65-1 
Sherbrooke.......... 48 8,570 53 37 2,420 84 1,857 22 4,278 06 : 77° 
Sambi Johnie... ccccces 278 43,478 32 96 4,876 06 4,413 43 9,289 49 34 


eDOUHI nme aa 2,132 479,250 22 1,015 | 91,377 45 | 84,833 11 | 176,210 56 
Aare 63,258 02 See cimn saree 


La a a a eS 
LOANS REPAID IN FULL, AS AT MARCH 31, 1935 


District Total 
Cash Time Sale 

STS nee °c ape ae ae 
EDR oo So A ve SS eae aR Or aloes SA Se a 512 531 1,043 
EAR RIN i ene acl tae 502 659 1,161 
sda ees ee 210 256 466 
Saskatoon TE IE SOY Ee Pace ae eee tp ES 606 855 1,461 
Pingipes SE PSE OEE GUD” Ee PR Ce PMOL AE aie MONE 221 155 376 
Re a ee eer gh arnt eds) me ncaa 404 276 680 
Sherbrooke oS EE caer eee wet ert ana te i ae id Meine» 83 62 145 
eee ODD ee oh elk Sofa c\e's\etere lets te Ree 303 113 416 
I POD PC CN eon ru rt 2,841 5, 748 


3,000 BRITISH FAMILY SETTLEMENT SCHEME—OUTCOME FOLLOWING ABANDON. 


MENT, AS AT MARCH 31, 1935 : 


: Number 

Occupation of 
Families 
Purchased land I tte int Uasen <0 0h) in antag att emcee pares 102 
ee ee ee 342 
ngaged in other EG eae Ore tC tas enews Sie) testa e Y 617 
EES SCE eee eR Opin Os Canario 159 
a ee ee 135 
eee ee, 22 
es rr hn ari mie ee 141 


Se Rs oe eat AC SOON SG Ae Bee ae oe 


COST OF ADMINISTRATION 


: (By Activities) 
Sa pe ee ea aaa ne OE 


: Nature of Activity : 1932-1933 1933-1934 1934-1935 
$ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 
Meet Land Settlement, oe. le leccs. 587,325 27] 469,692 80 450,504 89 
eneral Land Settlement— 
(Colonization Met vaties) vanae\ ji cc voted aoe Mem eleet 213,000 00} 243,000 00 233,000 00 


Investigations and A ppraisals:— 
(a) Farmers’ Creditors Arrangement Act and relief investiga- 
Oe rr A fe Pen wn iguanas SRR ea -| ~~ -30,000-00 


CLARO EC Se ig ea ce 18,000 00} 28,000 00/ 28,000 00 
TLS TS Res OO eee iad Se ae YF ed 818,325 27| 740,692 80 741,504 89 
REDUCTION IN COST SINCE REORGANIZATION (1931) 
Decrease 
_ Nature of Expenditure 1929-1930 1934-1935 
: Amount Per cent 
$ cts. $ cts. $ cts. % 
Bibiana 5 ee es es 1,362,121 86 741,504 89] . 620,616 97 46 
CSREES Ae eae 1 O73 5133052 580,072 77 493,060 75 46 
POL Al eaten eeere as Coe sae en Ne 2,435,255 38] 1,321,577 66 a WIRY Ye 46 


Nots.—Three district offices closed. 


Reduction tn Tiotor cais25. 6: 0s) 0.0 00css.0. 2 49 
Reduction in staff: Field Stall 0c osc a ee eee 41 
OMCe pat co oie... asa ee 152 
otal reduetion: +0. sic). wee See 193 
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BACK-TO-THE-LAND MOVEMENT 
FAMILY SETTLEMENT—FARM LABOUR PLACEMENTS—RELIEF LAND SETTLEMENT 
ae oe As at March 31, 1935 
» SumMARY oF ACTIVITIES 


Settled without Financial Assistance (October 1, 1930, to March 81, 1935 }— Families Persons 
Families settled on farms........ Department and railways................+.- 16,017 80,085 
Single men placed in farm work.. < “ eee e eee eeeeeeeeees — 34, 

Total settlement without financial assistance...............eeeeee eee 16,017 115,069 

Settled with Financial Assistance (June 1, 1932, to March 81, 1935 }- 

Relief Land Settlement Plan..... Agreement, Dominion and Provinces........ 4,054 21,353 
Total Land Settlement and Farm Labour Placements................. 20,071 136,422 


ANALYSIS BY PROVINCES 
aca te Alberta — aoe Manitoba Ontario Quebec Maritimes Total 
Families settled on Farms 


(without financial assist- 
ance )— 


Number of families.. 1,017 4,944 3,591 1,698 1,700 2,708 359 16,017 


Farm Labour Placements 
(without financial assist- 
ance }— ; 
Number of farm ; 
placements......... 295 9,407 3, 208 6,799 11,331 2,397 1,547 34,984 


Relief Land Settlement 
( Agreement—Dominion 


and Provinces }- Nova Scotia 
Number of families 
settled Jevse. vn ae 52 593 938 594 601 974 302 4,054 


FIELD INVESTIGATIONS—DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION, 
JANUARY 1, 1932; TO MARCH 31, 1935 


i ee ee 


: January 1 
t . . 
District March 3t, } 1932-1933 | 1933-1934 | 1934-1935 bes 
1932 
VaTCOUVer es trot aka ca ctemtanas aire cre ace Nil 17 49 33 99 
Calgary ae eiese. oe ahee scare nate iee ree 3 57 279 264 603 
chm on tonite osc nice ain oaks eo Beem exearohalels 29 100 58 143 330 @ 
Saskatoon osc eats ae cae eene cieeiet 103 = 225 56 385 769 
\iigtiiblorets) pon AR Benen cic cose coe ercste ll 38 18 43 110 
FROPON LOM tos teas foie aca erterte ara seer ate i 16 V7 43 153 321 
Sherbrookens.. scasceede eee me ele nis eins Nil 4 26 52 82 
Saint Johnie. e. ke Gee {UES ay Digan eee| MEY tmp ee [ni ereae 5 38 43 
Dominion totals........2...+0+- 162 518 566 1,111 2,357 


FIELD INVESTIGATIONS—DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS AND NATIONAL HEALTH AND CANADIAN 
PENSION COMMISSION—INCEPTION 1931 TO MARCH 31, 1935 


1931-32 1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 District Totals 

Dept. Can. 
District Dept. Can. Dept. Can. Dept. Can. Dept. Can. | Pensions | Pension 
P.&N.H.} P.C. PG NH. PC? P.& NH. Pc. P.& NH. EG. A Com- 
SE. mission 


Vancouver..cc.cec sss 69 1 321 9 420 23 357 31 1,167 
Calgary sic iweeccee es 12 4 104 13 84 14 82 16 282 
Bidurontoni dices sec: 2 2 5 26 46 10 42 10 144 
BASEALOON g.5.ccceee nae 93 44 416 221 205 173 235 99 949 
Winnipeg s-..cesencens ! 1 229 SS) Wee we cece 213 8 597 
FROLONtO hs. seeeatesieces 395 1 2,008 1 a Bal 7 oa ee eee ROB aeweree oe 5,736 
Sherbrooke.......... 10 1 150 43 207 63 2 49 

3 365 47 259 57 260 5 1,377 


a a 
FIELD INVESTIGATIONS—WAR VETERANS’ ALLOWANCE COMMITTEE— 
JANUARY 1], 1932, TO MARCH 31, 1935 


January 1 
ore to District 
District March 31 : 1932-1933 1933-1934 1934-1935 Totals 
1932 

SSS eee eee ee ee 
ST COUY Ct ga ce Sy iu 185 652 636 623 2,096 
VG 8 ahd Ss RA a 17 121 132 17 445 
Bi monton icsciecniclelcrarcleteinintere crete sic sia en aa DHE 153 181 273 634 
pcs D0 A erga tape aU anes 44 202 215 279 740 
aa SUC Ce A, ; 44 203 222 254 723 
oPONtn etree oe ee 169 829 777 1,134 2,909 
Bre broken ee se torte 26 118 142 159 445 
Saint POD ek vie eS 148 501 451 516 1,616 
Dominion totals................ 660 2,779 2,756 3,413 9,608 


Nore.—War -Veterans’ Allowance Investigations began in 1930, gross total from inception of work to 
March 31, 1935, being 13,779. 


FIELD INVESTIGATIONS—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR—INCEPTION, 
E JANUARY 1, 1932, TO MARCH 31, 1935 ; 


ae District 
q ae District 1932-1933 1933-1934 1934-1935 Totals 
MEATY. naive Gh sires os Cece Biorst ee eats 37 9 37 83 
OR ie. ce ett 70 6 82 


6 
W i = 
s Dominion Totals......... ROL GS wit 178 57 83 318 
Nore.—These investigations are required in the Prairie Provinces only. 


FARM LABOUR PLACEMENTS—JANUARY 1, 1924, TO MARCH 31, 1935 


Jan. 1, 
1924, : 
Province to 1925-1926 | 1926-1927 | 1927-1928 | 1998-1999 1929-1930 
March 31 
1925 
Sa ee fies. Sos YB, ese Se ee nt 
British Columbia........... 395 522 626 689 368 144 
ey tee /  —- 8,446 2,015 4,118 3,456 2,820 _ 2,540 
Saskatchewan........ 7/7" 2,118 1,791 2,573 2,757 1,909 bets 
Memitoba... 1,060 972 1,455 1,360 ee ey 
Os ee ae 807 147 1,120 1,292 1,553 686 
etc, 51 96 52 156 144 110 
Maritime Provinces... 1177 4657 292 568 340 323 1,172 
Dominion total......... 8,342 6,835 10,512 10, 050 8,035 6,879 
4-1935 District 
Province 1930-1931 | 1931-1932 | 1932-1933 | 1933-1934 | 1934-1995 Total 
| nian tncires Meanie lie as) plo) ef 
_ iiibabeeeapee a ger asdet be on 82) 22,685 
askatchewan............ 750 209 154 37 bi Tes 
Mets... ee 755 299 509 175 ee "065 
os ee 1,758 1,889 1,625 paiay ed Wei 
RR eS cia iil ; 27 33 i i: 5, 643 
aritime Provinces.._| 17" 1,157 563 156 305 Ek : 
Dominion total......... 5,476 3,937. 3,532 3,244 2,413 69, 255 
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’ THREE-YEAR PERIOD—1932-1933-1934 
: Per cent 


Premium 
ss 

Seu Chee teat ae t compared 
| $ $ % 
SESS SES eee See, Se cee 74, 505 38, 502 52 
Nr econ ert ome 98,836 30, 862 31 
Oe ee eee 83, 825 23,815 28 
MP CCUR ry. Sart s.cla dinle veces ea eae eR, ae 46, 542 13,651 29 
et ee 58,451 60, 578 104 
SERENE sos pa na UE 14,306 15, 566 109 
SESS, 5 ee Oe aS ea gee 33, 147 30,745 93 


409,612 |- 213,719 52 


Nore.—The above ratio on Soldier Settlement farm business is of interest in comparison to the fire 
loss ratio of all farm business throughout Canada, the latter being 92% in 1932, 79% in 1933. F igures for 
1934 not available. : : 
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ELEVENTH REPORT SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA, 
MARCH 31, 1936 


SOLDIER AND GENERAL LAND SETTLEMENT 


The main work of the Soldier Settlement Department is the administration 
of a public estate consisting of 20,843 farm properties representing a present 
net investment in land and chattels of $51,916,393.69. The department origin- 
ally instituted to administer the Soldier Settlement Acts of 1917 and 1919 was 
designated the Land Settlement Branch of the Department of Immigration and 
Colonization in 1924 and since then Soldier and General Land Settlement 
activities, including field services for other departments of Government, have 
been conducted as complementary operations to avoid duplication of public 
services. : - 


Earlier reports have outlined the provisions of the Soldier Settlement Act 
and amendments and detailed the terms of the British Family Settlement 
Agreements. The intent of this report, therefore, is a concise presentation of 
existing settlement as at March 31, 1936, in so far as certified statements cover- 
ing loan operations and schedules summarizing settlement activities may accom- 
plish this end. Condensed Balance Sheet with supporting financial statements 
and summaries of settlement operations are found on pages 9 to 20. Explana- 
tions of special phases of the department’s work are civen hereunder. 


EXTENT OF SETTLEMENT 


Under the Soldier Settlement Act, 24,998 soldier settlers were established 

on land with loans. At this date there are 10,587 soldicr settlers, 5,872 civilian 
settlers, 2,001 British family settlers, 1,765 farms opcrated under lease, and 
618 farms on hand for resale, 3,099 settlers have repaid their loans in full in 
cash, and 2,158 properties have been transferred to municipalities and provinces 
under section 21 (a) of the Soldier Settlement Act. 


Summarized there are 18,460 active settlers with loans, 1,765 properties 
under lease, 618 farms on hand for resale; a total of 20,843 properties under 
administration, representing the present net investment of $51,916,393.69. The 
constantly changing nature of settlement is apparent in the above summary. 


POLICY 


~~ 


In the administration of State financed settlement projects, the two principal | 
factors to be considered are the human element and recovery of the public 
investment. Adverse agricultural conditions, with drought in several sections 
of Western Canada, have necessitated for several years a policy of reasonable © 
leniency and this has been continued during the year under review. 


The department recognizes that foreclosure proceedings on the sole grounds 
of inability to pay would in many cases mean a mere shifting of the burden of 
problem cases at a higher cost to Canadian taxpayers. ; 


Settlers who are in a position to pay are expected to do so and to this end 
district office collection officials and field staff co-operate closely. 


In the resale and resettlement of reverted lands, care is taken to select 
purchasers who have farm experience and sufficient personal assets to give 
promise of ultimately paying for the properties. 

3090S—2 
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COLLECTIONS 


Summarized statements of collections are given on pages 16 and 17. Total 
collections for the fiscal year, including prepayments and leases on account 
of soldier settlement and British family settlement, are $1,343,334.61. It will 
be noted that in soldier settlement during the last fiscal year 50-9 per cent of 
the settlers made payments, the amount received with the addition of bonus 
being 57-9 per cent of the amount due in the year 1935-36. The cash payments 
received exclusive of bonus amounted to $838,986.12, or 30 per cent of the 
instalments due. 

: Under the Three Thousand British Family Scheme, 35-4 per cent of the 

settlers made payments, the total amount including bonus, being 24 per cent 
of the amount due during the fiscal year. The cash payments received exclusive 
of bonus amounted to $71,568.79, or 15-3 per cent of the instalments due. 


FINANCIAL 


Attention is directed to the condensed Balance Sheet which gives in sum- 
_marized form the present loan situation. The accompanying schedules detail 
the major items in the Balance Sheet. ; 

In connection with the reduction in gross loans from $156,090,617.39 to 
$51,916,393.69, it will be noted .that $56,050,227.62 has been paid into the 
treasury; $41,131,652.42 has been granted to settlers through remedial legisla- 
tion, of which amount $30,862,543.55 has been written off settlers’ accounts and 
$10,269,108.87 granted by way -of interest exemption; $17,261,452.53 has been 
deducted on account of losses sustained to date in the resale of land and chattels. 
The amount paid into the treasury includes repayments ‘by settlers and money. 
received from all other sources including cash receipts from resale of land and 
chattels. 

INSURANCE 


Fire insurance covering buildings and chattels in the amount of 
$15,493,487.72 is held by the department as collateral security for loans. 
The insurance is placed and the premium paid by settlers, failing which the 
department places the insurance and pays for it, collecting the premium from 
the settlers. 

REMEDIAL LEGISLATION 


A summary of the various remedial measures enacted since the inception of 
the Soldier Settlement Act is recorded on pages 11 and 12. These concessions 
have resulted in a financial betterment to settlers in an aggregate amount of 
$41,131 652.42. ! 


BONUS LEGISLATION OF 1933 EXTENDED BY ACT OF PARLIAMENT, 1936 


Section 73 of the Soldier Settlement Act, assented to May 23, 1933, provided 
for a dollar for dollar bonus on payments made in respect of arrears or any 
instalment due and payable between March 31, 1933, and March 31, 1936, and 
instalments due one year thereafter, provided payment were made by March 31, 
1936. The payment and the bonus combined may not exceed the arrears plus 
the instalments due. The legislation applies to all settlers indebted in respect of 
any contract or agreement made prior to the 1st of January, 1933. The bonus 
legislation applies to soldier settlers, civilian settlers and settlers under the Three 
Thousand British Family Scheme. : 

An important condition of the bonus concession is payment bv the settler 
of insurance premium and taxes levied during the current year. The condition 
with respect to the payment of taxes is in conformity with the departments 
policy of co-operation with taxing authorities in encouraging settlers to meet their 

tax obligations. 
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Statement on page 12 shows that to March 31, 1936, settlers have earned 
bonus totalling $3,131,337.78 of which $954,680.74 is to be credited to settlers 
when taxes and insurance have been paid. 

At the close of the fiscal year a Bill to amend the Soldier Settlement Act 
was presented to Parliament providing for extension of the bonus legislation for 
a further period of two years. 

TAXES 


The municipal tax situation has been one of the more important adminis- 
trative problems of the department since the inception of soldier settlement. 

Prior to 1934 the situation was that soldier settlement lands were Crown 
lands and as such were not subject to taxation. Over a period of years representa- 
tions have been made repeatedly by municipal taxing authorities that their 
inability to levy and collect taxes on soldier settlement lands in accordance with 
the taxing laws of the various provinces imposed an unfair burden on rural’ 
municipalities. In 1934 the Soldier Settlement Act was so amended as to make 
Soldier Settlement lands as from the Ist January, 1933, subject to the tax sale 
laws of the various provinces. 

_ The Act further provides that upon a taxing authority taking any proceeding 
for sale of-the farm of a purchaser from the department, the agreement of sale 
_ covering such land shall be rescinded. However, it is also provided that the 

settler shall be reinstated in his contract provided he makes payment of the 
- amount necessary to effect redemption. In these cases it is the practice of the 
department to give the settler every encouragement to redeem his land. 


LAND SALES he 


Forty-five per cent (45%) of the total farms originally acquired for soldier 
settlement have reverted to the department, and this necessarily entails adequate 
facilities for resale and resettlement of these properties. 

The Estates and Securities Branch of the department administers reverted 
farms and chattel property.: In all cases of resale of farms, care is exercised in 
the selection of the personal risk, the object being to conduct a sale that will 
result in ownership of the property by the purchaser. Similarly with leases, care 
is taken to ensure, in so far as possible, that farms are leased to reliable tenants 
pee resale of the land. The terms of the leases conform to the general prac-~ 
ice prevailing in the respective provinces and usually include provisions designed 
to maintain and improve the security. 


THREE THOUSAND BRITISH FAMILY SETTLEMENT SCHEME 


This settlement project, entered into by agreement between the British and 
Dominion Governments in 1924 for the settlement of 3,000 British families on 
government-owned farms in Canada, has been described in detail in previous 
reports. The farms used for settlement were in the main lands acquired for soldier 
settlement and the department under the terms of the agreement was charged 
with the responsibility of administering British settlement, including supervision — 
of settlers’ operations and collection of moneys due. The agreement provides — 
for the sharing of losses in the same proportion as the gross advances by the © 
British and Dominion Governments. 3 

A total of 3,346 families came forward for settlement, of which 183 with- ; 
drew from the scheme before receiving advances, and 1,373 withdrew after con- — 
tracting loans, a total of 1,556 withdrawals. There are now 1,773 British families : 
operating their farms under this scheme. Seventeen settlers have repaid their — 
loans. 

Table, page 20, shows the present occupation or other disposition of the 
families who have withdrawn from the scheme. 

Families settled under this agreement were granted a 30 per cent reduction 
in their indebtedness in 1933 and the benefits of the dollar for dollar bonus 
legislation and one year’s interest remission. 


VU 


500 NEW BRUNSWICK FAMILY SETTLEMENT SCHEME 


) This settlement agreement was entered into by the British, Dominion and 
New Brunswick Governments for the settlement of 500 families in the province 
of New Brunswick over a period of six years beginning 1928. Under the agree- 

ment, the New Brunswick Government supplied the farms, the British Govern- 

ment advanced up to $1,500 per family for the purchase of chattels and the 

Dominion Government was responsible for administration and supervision. The 

loans extended over twenty-five years with interest at five per cent on the 

amortization plan. The agreement provided for the sharing of losses by the 
respective governments as follows: the province of New Brunswick was to 
absorb capital loss on land; the British and Dominion Governments each to 
absorb 50 per cent of the loss on live stock and equipment. Interest losses on 
land for the first two years were to be borne 50 per cent by the British Govern- 

Ment and 25 per cent each by the Dominion and Provincial Governments. As 

at March 31, 1935, three hundred and fifty-nine (359) families had come for- 

ward under this agreement; five families had withdrawn before receiving 
advances; 106 had withdrawn after contracting loans—a total of 111 withdrawals. 

There were at that date 248 families operating their farms. ~ . 

In the last annual report it was stated that consideration was being given 
by the Dominion Government to certain urgent representations by the Govern- 
ment of New Brunswick that a substantial number of the remaining settlers 
were likely to abandon their farms and become a liability to the municipal 
authorities and a detrimental influence on further British migration unless early 
action was taken to accord these settlers similar concessions to those already 
granted settlers under the Three Thousand British Family Scheme. Negotiations 
were undertaken between the Dominion, the British Government and the Govern- 
ment of New Brunswick with a view to revision of the tripartite agreement 
on lines similar to the Three Thousand British Family Agreement. 

__ Pursuant to these negotiations Orders in Council P.C. 1025 of April 18, 

1935, and P.C. 2636 of August 23, 1935, authorized: (a) reduction of 

the settlers’ accounts by 30 per cent as at November 1, 1933; (b) remis- 

sion of interest charges for one year prior to November 1, 1934; (c) the 
grant of a bonus of dollar for dollar to the settlers under similar condi- 
tions to the bonus available to the Three Thousand ‘British Family Scheme 
settlers; (d) the execution of new agreements with the Government of New Bruns- 
wick and His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs—such agree- 
ments being duly executed on April 30, 1935, and August 27, 1935. Under these 
agreements, the Dominion Government took over title of the lands still occupied 
by settlers and agreed to pay the Government of New Brunswick the principal 
sums then due under these land contracts, namely, $521,156.55, with interest at 

5 per cent per annum. This principal sum and interest may be paid by the 

Dominion Government as collected, or the Dominion Government may at any 

time pay off the principal sum with interest to the date of payment. Accrued 

interest to the date of the agreement, amounting to $131,662.64, was still col- 
lectible from the settlers, but was to be retained by the Dominion Government 
if collected. In the aggregate, this interest was more than offset by the con- 
cessions by way of 30 per cent reduction, interest remission and the bonus of 
dollar for dollar. Any losses incurred prior to April 30, 1935, other than in con- 
nection with the above concessions, are to be borne by the Dominion Government 
and the Secretary of State as provided in the original agreement. The Dominion 

Government is to bear the loss accruing by reason of the concessions on account 

of the debt due to it, and the Secretary of State the loss similarly accruing in 

"espect of the debt due to the Secretary of State. Any losses incurred after 

April 30, 1935, other than those occasioned by the above concessions are to: be 

dorne by the two Governments in the proportion the advances made by each bear 

0 the total advances to each settler. 
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FARMERS’ CREDITORS ARRANGEMENT ACT, 1934 


This Act passed at the 1934 session of Parliament is intented to provide a 
simple means whereby the debt burdens of the farmer may be adjusted to a 
leve] more consistent with the revenue producing capacity of the farm. The 
Act makes provision for farmers as debtors and their creditors to get together 
and arrange mutually satisfactory compromises and settlements. The provisions 
of this Act are applicable to debtors of the Crown and therefore to all classes 
of settlers under the Department. 


Summary on page 13 shows that 693 settlers have applied under the Act, 
415 of these applications involving reduction in debt due the department. In 
98 completed cases where the aggregate debt owing the department was 
$407,954.25, the compromises have resulted in an aggregate reduction of 
$165,753.38, being an average reduction of $1,691.36 per settler. In each case 
the settler’s farm and chattels are appraised and his financial affairs and record 
of farming operations carefully reviewed by District Office Committee and Head 
Office before the case goes forward to the Board of Review for adjudication. 


DEPARTMENTAL CO-OPERATION WITH FARMERS’ CREDITORS ACT ADMINISTRATION 


_ By arrangement between the Minister of Finance and the Minister in 
Charge of Soldier Settlement the field staff of the department makes land 
appraisals and furnishes reports on applicants on request of the Boards of 
Review in the respective provinces. The Boards of Review in Manitoba and 
Ontario have made extensive use of the department’s field staff for land appraisals 
and at the date of this report it is apparent the Alberta and Saskatchewan 
Boards will increase their requests for appraisal reports. Land appraisals for 
the fiscal year total 2,363. 


FIELD SUPERVISION 


The field supervision staff furnishes the personal contact between settlers 
and the department and is the basis of the general land settlement services 
rendered other departments of Government. 


There are 90 field supervision districts, each with a field supervisor in charge. 
Each supervisor is responsible on the average for 205 active settlers, 26 farms 
available for sale or lease and an aggregate investment of $576,000 of public 
funds. . 


In the matter of inspection and preservation of security, the sale of reverted 
farms and chattels and arrangements for satisfactory leasing of farms not 
disposed of through sale, the duties of a field supervisor are comparable with 
those of a loan company inspector. | - ‘. 


GENERAL LAND SETTLEMENT Z 


As the Land Settlement Branch of the Department of Immigration and ~ 
Colonization the Soldier Settlement Department has been required to perform 
land settlement and investigational services not only for the department proper 
but for other departments of the Dominion Government. The demand for these 
services has increased in recent years. , 


On pages 18 to 20 are summarized the results of these activities. 


The services include:— 


1. Land Appraisals for Boards of Review under the Farmers’ Creditors 
Arrangement Act.—2,363 appraisals were made during the fiscal year. 


2. Land Appraisals, Canadian Farm Loan Board.—1,414 land appraisals 
were made for the Canadian Farm Loan Board during the fiscal year. 


3. Rural Investigations for War Veterans’ Allowance Board.—The field 
staff investigate the circumstances of rural applicants for assistance under the 
War Veterans’ Allowance Act; 3,599 investigations were made during the fiscal 
year. 


4, Investigations for Department of Immigration and Colonization.—The 
field staff investigate settlement conditions in connection with the proposed 


admission of immigrants to Canada; 1,423 investigations were made during the 
fiscal year. 


5. Rural Investigations for Department of Pensions and National Health.— 


The field staff investigate applications for relief allowances and special pension 
cases in rural districts; 3,142 investigations were made during the fiscal year. 


6. Relief Land Settlement.—Clause 7 of the Dominion-Provincia] Relief 
Settlement Agreements provide that the Provincial Advisory Committee shall 
include a representative of the Dominion Land Settlement Branch. The District 
‘Superintendent of Soldier Settlement in each province where the agreements 
are operative acts in this capacity. Oe 


ADMINISTRATION 


- The general land settlement services described in this report necessarily 
entail cost to the Department of Soldier Settlement. It was determined after 
careful survey by officers of the various departments concerned that co-operation 
as indicated-rather than appointment of additional staff by the several depart- 
ments concerned would result in a substantial annual saving to the public 
treasury. 


The administration costs of Soldier Land Settlement and general settlement 
are shown on page 18. 


~The Soldier Settlement Department (total staff, 335) consists of a head 

office at Ottawa with a director in charge and eight district offices, each with 
a district superintendent in charge located as follows:— 

British Columbia—Vancouver. 

Alberta—Edmonton and Calgary. 

Saskatchewan—Saskatoon. 

Manitoba—Winnipeg. 

Ontario—Toronto. _ 

Quebec—Sherbrooke. 

Maritime Provinces—Saint John, N.B. 
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Current Loans Security on Hand 


District Soldier Land Settlement British Soldier British 
Wat ery cae rare BI [ee le Land | Family Total Total 


Soldier }| Civilian Total Settle- Settle- Settle- 


ment ment ment 

WVancouver.............. 1,425 949 2,374 132 2,506 177 27 204 
dinonton..25- 2 oe. 1,861 P1903 2,984 363 3,347 257 52 309 3 ase 
Bipary Cees see ke 1,452 507 1,959 296 2,255 224 15 239 2,494 
Baskatoonseesc.c sa... 3,075 1,361 4,436 436 4,872 766 105 871 5,743 
innipeg...... . 969 979 1,948 192 2,140 545 51 596 2,736 
OREO cnccchiwcee cel: 861 410 1,271 129 1,400 60 13 73 1,473 
Sherbrooke............. 122 192 314 30 344 7 2 9 353 
arc Johns. 50.02. 2.. 598 351 949 423 1,372 6 26 82 1,454 
Indian Soldier Settlers. . TOA Neen hen 228 || eccode de. EN RAS cus NGA (S76 ARS ol De ee 224 
‘Totalic.2s< evelee 10,587 5,872 16,459 2,001 18,460 2,092 291 2,383 20,843 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS AT MARCH 31, 1936 


—<. ; 


Active Loans Sereny on Hand Total 
(Book Debt) 

District res re _ 

ota et 

Number Active patie Active Number] Amount {Number Amount 

: Loans - j Loans 
$ $ $ $ $ = 
Vancouver............. 2,506] 5,545,218 64] 254,987 79 5,290,230 85 204 733,446 52 2,710} 6,023,677 37 
wdmonton.....2...2... 3,347} 8,099,877 45] 175,090 19 7,924,787 26 309 933,167 95 3,656] 8,857,955 21 
2,255) 7,006,139 43 103,367 82) 6,902,771 61 239 787,764 63 2,494) 7,690,536 24 
4,872} 12,770,800 48 176,685 94] 12,594,114 54 871) 3,065,581 98 5,743] 15,659, 696-52 
2,140} 5,094,389 26 68,093 43} 5,026,295 83 596] 2,098,986 87 2,736] 7,125,282 70 
1,400} 2,902,414 38 106,606 89] 2,795,807 49 73 209,405 16 1,473] 3,005,212 65 
344 666,781 87 13,966 34 652,815 53 9 25,282 04 353 678,097 57 
1,372] 2,585,630 80 55,882 34] 2,529,748 46 82 142,496 48 1,454] 2,672,244 94 
BONN Geeta ainisieb o'eicc.e. 224 203,690 49}. cnc cces 203,690 49]........ la/arecateteters se nclaite 224 203,690 49 
EPOtA cc... oe 18,460} 44,874,942 80] 954,680 74 43;, 920, 262 06 2,383} 7,996,131 63} 20,843 51,916,393 69 


GROSS LOANS AS AT MARCH 831, 1936 
Soldier Land Settlement— 


EOIN TORIC ACS SAI RR ps ana tr aie eae ee ei Ske Rey $ 60,581,268 57 
Prete ahGr encumbrances... . 5.206) gcceli.. Sass lentes 2,716,474 89 
Ba epenent iprevenients. ev. s. 0666s ose ecs calc ck orl en 11,650,431 85 
Bice abe OL MIDORI: i iisarGs yak: vetedees fel. de 29,098, 608 16 
eCeemer Valens Wa So. eS ine eke pO yee Bik 9, 737, 282 71 
LOS LAGS EO i NE Neg ee NR ee RC RR 3,665,642 16 
Pemscotrettors ecmity sci Ale Cea, ees ton oles 273,100 33 
Seung waretalcs,< 2805 Meee tre eka ones 6 oe 620, 535 39 
momlacement eredits.s iii es oe Cees: 56,853 38 
Becta. Soldier Betilersec ces. c. cs ox os oo oe coach, he 431,290 23 
‘ 118,831,487 67 
Beeerest CUArCee i te etl ee eee - 27,861,597 39 
146, 693,085 06 
Deduct lands transferred to British Family Scheme............... 8,440, 581 e een 
3,000 British Family Scheme— 
Pe anodion Government land-.::<<.\. coh sid. coaolhovccclecetn ee 9,251, 182 34 
Reitish Government lands... ...........ccecnc en. cece Soe ew 113,495 39 
British Government stock and equipment..............---+.-.. 2... 3,264,906 41 
“EME NRE EST a aa a aR i 165,740 88 
amet ge ee EO Pele eg Sh Stet et ea ate 292,801 18 
t res— 
Sa ehh ee A aT RR eh hE MRE a RE $3 860,723 37 
OEM © on bing Ge Se ae eg et Eg lia Tak ke 63,095 
LEEGI STAND =. 1°) Sole di lh dai ne eel EET 16,611,944 98 
00 New Brunswick Scheme— 
New Brunswick Government loans........0+.0.ccsczcceccecececedas 521, 156° 55 
Canadian Government special advanceS.......--..+02000e0000eeeeece 2,093 72 
Bamtasty Co VvernbieneIGARS:. 0.2 .c ss eso. ck css on ease occrcncchuo ln. 441, 667 58 
See sou Pactaon Name thee Cr) PT. os ete w se ot oon 4,837 - 
Bee Wena ee eee ee ears fle icc Se ween vnnccde a oebs apes 2h: 
Beat CHAT ROS eee ee ec i cede PGs doe vavich sh vadteclos neds 475 32 « 1)226;169 08 


ROUSE Rat OGesbpnmni ars tee ee Voy ale Art te ee $ 156,090,617 39 
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GROSS LOANS AS AT MARCH 31, 1936—Concluded 


Summary— 
Gross Advances for Loans— 
Soldier Land ‘Settlements.253,. cons sie cise ce Coe ae <alae sees oe eee $ 110,390,905 94 
3,000 British Pansily: Schemenc.scee seer cee coon eae eres 13,088,126 20 
IN. B. 500 British. Familyi Schemes... «eo cseeeaeece eon eene sane 977,693 76 


$ 124,456,725 90 
Interest Charges— 


Soldier Land Settlement... a. asmicrsioe soles erie ate eee merterat a 27,861,597 39 

3/000) British amily Scheme..nnace caecias seeimancee tc ante eer ee 3,523,818 78 

N2B2 500 British Family Schemess.cs- cone ecene meee mea sees 248,475 32 - 
———————-_ 31, 633,891 49 


$ 156,090,617 39 
REPAYMENTS AS AT MARCH 31, 1936 


—__ Interest Principal Total 
$ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 
Soldier Settlement— : : 
Initial pay mentSsc.ccee cccne ood Sete rian ae ea oacll ocraloe erate canines 6, 250,015.17 6,250,015 17 
OPA VIMENtS Wases Seen ia teiee nee eee 17,867,840 36 | 27,777,376 34 45,645,216 70 
Replacements \anccceccce racer ee ee eee ree 1,821,533 76 1,821,533 76 
Lotal:soldier settlement ne. sacce ieee as 17,867,840 36 | 35,848,925 27 53,716,765 63 
British Family Settlement— me : ‘ 
Canadian Government land A Saiels ofarssioe cisternae 558,782 93 535,094 74 1,093,877 67 
Total received by— j 
Canadian Governments. sesace0- science 18,426,623 29 | 36,384,020 01 54,810,643 30 
iBritisheGovernment loanss.. +s. .0. sence eee tee 141,016 82 585,642 59 726,659 41 
British Government New Brunswick Scheme..... 4,916 05 46,027 79 50,943 84 
PASSIS(OCEDASSA RO ey eee eee Nee Tee tees eitcntec ei 161, 241 30 161,241 30 
Replacements. .........0cecssse cess eeeeceecceeeeeferesenneeneeeees 300,739 77 300,739 77 
Total Repayments aisvoro aren ctaue ih ateter efeisie, sintarese miclare ake clause 18,572,556 16 37,477, 671 46 56,050,227 62 


LOAN REPAYMENTS 


Fiscal Year Interest Principal Total 
$ cts. $ cts. $ ets. 
From inception to Mareliols 1933.0 4.4.06 40% aoe eeee 16,469,381 06 34, 743,675 56 51,213,056 62 
VIS RR sf Sete etre iti )itaats. = Aa ela Mt i aN A 516,558 46 $75,565 90 1,492,124 36- 
1 Sessa ne Genes Gace ise. tein cl or cen ipgeneaes rare a epee 849,665 62 875,126 53 1,724,792 15 
LOSS SO aaa deeieres eae eee oon See cme Son ves 736,951 02 883,303 47 1,620, 254 49 


18,572,556 16 | 37,477 671 46 56,050,227 62 


LEGISLATIVE REDUCTIONS AS AT MARCH 31, 1936 
Soldier Settlement— ; 


Pave stock reduction; June 27.1925. cc8.<se. oon ee ee ee ee $ 2,927,869 99 
Mand revaluation JA prilil4 19272) 0. i. ence vicga cot oe een ee ee 7,479,343 75 
30 per cent reduction, May 30, 1930— 2 
Prin ipa, Meesecek co. o ss cia ba orcrtciee laoreet Se $ 8,654,113 47 
Interest:= sox. cn caesc ees foc nee een ee ee ee Ee ee 2,656,849 81 
—————_ 11,310,963 28 
Los2anterestremssion, Way lo 1lOssacaes cre aera clace cleer serene acters tae aie ecto eiaie Sees 1,894,398 28 ) 
Dollar for Dollar Bonus, May 23, 1933— : 
Principally acest oon hoes Se ee eae CUE ee ae 1,204,431 37 
PANGATES titoec crccsleien cote oe Oe ae a Te ie a ree 810,951 13 
pPeferred ee ain c ects: cease ne eee 880,663 06 
a 2,896,045 56 


Farmers’ Creditors Arrangement Act, July 3, 1934— 
PTIN CIPS oe cos sce eA Rete te he eee 31,193 83 
Enterestassct.. sede es tate oes ceo ceaeo eee eee ten 25,210 12 
Interest Exemption Act, June 28, 1922 (estimated)...............csceccceces ae ae, 


d otal Soldier Settlement. .004....0+.cc csc eee Oe coe Sete ee Tea oo sols 5 ee 


LEGISLATIVE REDUCTIONS AS AT MARCH 31, 1936—Concluded 


$,000 British Family Settlement— 
30 per cent reduction, May 23, 1933— 
Principal 


Stu reisial eleleie\avain o/ofeis olsini'eieiey a tsfats Westie teiicin ae ae soete oe $ 1,871,176 89 
Bee eee ae cco Uk aah goad ake casks hele Cee 1,439,688 34 
: = 3,310,865 23 
Ey a matereat remission, May 23, 1933... .. 000.0005. 20.casceceecseoccoceece.tal en, - 400,471 59 
Dollar for Dollar Bonus, May 23, 1933— 
Ey RSE Sn oe gat a al at be $ 71,547 23 
ere eC hac oa ee aon A. eek a vats Cee eae 88,394 68 
RCE L OG Bere e's nee ects oe od nee ot ee eae 71,696 44 
231,638 35 
ec Creditors Arrangement Act, July 3, 1934— 
ARC MR cee elds os Li ie oan gc SE cS lee ee $ 1,292 84 
SNES ESS Ls RARE 5 Rea aE AI Ae aie Re et Sots Da tea prac 336 03 
<a 1,628 87 
Meee 000 British Wamily Scheme... 0/6. 0..00.ssececcussdelecsteceec tle see $ 3,944,604 04 
N.B. 500 British Family Agreement— 
30 per cent reduction, April 18, 1935— | 
PEIN cipalemeeemene ete ede Fy ee Sec: SE oe ne Ak tg Bix ae ee $ 137,862 64 
EnCeres ues cles tee Se ee a eats, SROL eS tne Ay. 161,592 96 
P — 299,455 60 
Soeemrerent roinlosion, April 18, 1985. .. osdi.0 dacs oe co Cacesans nee cote 49,805 31 
Dollar for Dollar Bonus, Apri! 18, 1935— ; 
Principaleeseens thse Watetak econ cine APR cite ee $ 1,082 22 
EN LETES teen ee ie ty eee AiaighalalosMonas eae on 250 41- 
Be terre dee nntne Settee ea Ge ree Tera SO RAL wR ee eee ah - 2,321 24 
, : 3,653 87 
Total N.B. 500 British Family Agreement....................-. Ae RANA is a2 ees 352,914 78 
Total British Family Settlement..............: Es ee Se oe APO Ne} ri Bech Pi $ 4,297,518 82 
Total Legislative Reductions..........c+ss<+c«ccuesccc ete ecg BOL OUE NC BEL $ 41,131,652 42 


BONUS OF DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR AS AT MARCH 31, 1936 
ee  EEE—E—E—EeeEeEEEEeeeeee 


Soldier British 
Sse Settle- Family Total 
: ment Settlement : 
$ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 
Payments received subject to bonus...........e-eeeeeceeees 2,896,045 56 235,202) 22) 93, 18d, don ae 
Bere crerecitedatordatoye tn. aces c cosas ate eee 2,015,382 50 161,274 54 | 2,176,657 04 
Bersistill to beicredited ....o..2c- cera. cheeses ceeidecscce 880,663 06 74,017 68 954,680 74 
ROCA Senne ne ere cites RAL ad asthe hee oct 2,896,045 56 235,292 22 3, lal,oot (3 
STATEMENT RE 1933 LEGISLATION AS AT MARCH 23, 1936 
Number of Settlers who have taken advantage of Bonus 
Soldier say British . Amount Int t 
District Settlers Civilians Families Total ce Sante 
Num- ] Per | Num- | Per | Num-| Per | Num- | Per 
ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent 
$° ets. $ cts. 
Vancouver..... ee ee ee 6 682 71 88 66 1,860 74 454,377 92 304,774 27 
en een 1370 qa §20| 73 267| 73 | 2,657| 79} 515,975 14 422,779 81 
ER 7a SE et a 1,080 74 357 71 179 60 1,616 71 422,950 59 359,570 61 
BEES RCOON i. ct ors Cees 2,025 65 813 60 227 52 3,065 63 749,583 37 647,562 60 
BESS EI 8 Fac Foo ae 786 79 670 68 124 64 1,580 73 262, 236 26 251,816 93 
Toronto. Perienaiclaie watt ae eae 767 87 345 83 90 69 1,202 84 270,946 68 162,683 56 
BBEDTOOKG: soc: ccdcces ness 104 85 135 71 25 81 264 76 55,048 87 36,067 11 


© 1 CST ae ae ae a 500 82 263 73 106 24 869 62 138,806 46 152,095 84 


7,922 76 | 4,085 69 | 1,106 55 | 13,113 | 71 } 2,869,925 29 | 2,337,350 73 


_ Average bonus per settler—$219.00. 
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FARMERS’ CREDITORS ARRANGEMENT ACT—COMPLETED CASES IN WHICH NO 
7 REDUCTION GRANTED IN DEPARTMENT DEBT—TOTAL SETTLERS AS AT MARCH 


31, 1936 


Other Debt. 
ara Debt |- trees 
a rat umber ue to Reducti 
District of Department] Amount |—— abe 
settlers (not of Amount Per cent Average 
reduced) debt of | reduction | reduction 
}) reduction to debt per settler 
een ee re ay Se a SSL ST a 
$ ets. $ cts. $ ets $ ets. 
MaAnCOUVEr............:..... 8 25,096 63 21,966 07 4,530 79 20-6 566 35 
mamonton.................. 19 |- 54,646 47 77,550 79 6,774 37 8-7 356 55 
ee eae 17 77,384 93 79,714 19 18,370 10 23-0 1,080 59 
Saskatoon pfetet Metetstatch ole eres ey sven: 42 147,302 77 254,696 23 16,695 71 6-6 397 52 
Winnipeg atotale, Peter eaePA S 2c, see 27 54,735 89 76,620 61 12,266 01 16-0 454 30 
ORGS os RUE 10 30,965 28 6,524 34 1,145 07 17-6 114 51 
Bherbrooke................. E 1 2,634 97 208 30 [oc uw hadee dette! ee aeeenaE 
Sntoonns,..... |... 8 11,343 21 25,601 57 10,823 05 | - 42-3 1,352 88 
Total. acre othe SN 132- | 404,110 15 542,878 10 70,605 10 13-0 534 89 


TOTAL COLLECTIONS FOR SOLDIER SETTLERS—APRIL 1, 19835 TO MARCH 31, 1936 


Cash Collections 


District ee z Bonus Total 
ue re- z 
payments | payments Leases Amount 

$ ets. $ cts. $ ets. $ ets. $ ets. $ cts. 
BEOCOUVOT- 20 yo... 164,360 29 92,154 99 6,951 26 263,466 54 | 41,787 53 305,254 07 
Mleary..........:. v...| 146,304 75 39,559 26 9,522 66 195,386 67 97,372 29 292,758 96 
BMMOonton......->..<. 113,489 48 39,982 43 5,562 49 159,034 40 56,790 99 215,825 39 
BeatOOn! sos. co hon: 206,591 53 62,000 79 22,108 72 291,301 04 | 109,017 68 400,318 72 
Vinnipeg....... Repent 51,605 40 24,106 42 10,061 08 85,772 90 21,638 59 107,411 49 
BERODLOeen ee xe! 84,442 61 56,511 02 998 23 141,951 86 29,112 50 171,064 36 
Berbrooke............. 22,650 22 10,452 88 36 50 33,139 60 15,678 68 48,818 28 
POOH... h.e 49,541 84 25,729 05 161 00 75,431 89 25,655 71 101,087 60 
ERO taligere oe 838,986 12 | 350,496 84 56,001 94 | 1,245,484 90 397,053 97 1,642,538 87 


) 


COLLECTIONS—SOLDIER SETTLEMENT (NOT INCLUDING ARREARS) 1935-1936 
(TO MARCH 31, 1936) 


2 Fereotete 
Tnstall ts | Number ercentage fo) 
District ours ee Sea 5 Bok ~ Cash Bonus Total _ of 1935 settlers 
settlers | Oct. 1, 1935 | settlers installment | making 
payments 
care |e ie ee a | a |e | ne er ae 
: $ cts $ cts. $ cts $ cts 
BED ea score cant 2,074 419,358 31 1,262 | 164,360 29 | 149,747 74 314,108 03 74-9 60-8 
gary Seiia\alsis! cin ciaveia 1,828 434,788 03 1,022 | 146,304 75 | 135,755 79 282,060 54 64-9 55-9 
BBONGON........006 2,716 486,916 99 1,191 | 113,489 48 | 105,567 27 219, 056 75 45-0 43-9 
BAGOON...:....... 4,255 816,841 77 1,704 | 206,591 53 | 190,110 ol 396, 701 54 48-6 40-0 
rene Sa 1,649 274,962 95 693 51,605 40 44,016 97 95,622 37 34-8 42-0 
. ae 1,006 187,195 67 728 84,442 61 77,471 97 161,914 5S 86-5 72-4 
prooke.......... 297 47,498 60 222 22,650 22 20,587 30 43, 237 52 91-0 74-7 
MMOD 6 cso acca 881 113,175: 77 670 49,541 84 48,119 40 97,661 24 86-3 76-0 


7,492 | 838,986 12 | 771,376 45 |1,610,362 57 57-9 50-9 


otal ccc. « 14,706 {2,780,738 09 
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TOTAL COLLECTIONS FOR BRITISH FAMILY SETTLERS—APRIL 1, 1935, TO 
MARCH 31, 1936 


Cash Collections 
District | Bonus Total 
Due Pre- 
payments | payments 


2 ee ee ee SS 


$ cts. S$.) cts: $ cts. $ cta 


Leases Amount 


Wancouver....ccssee eo eeeee 10,477 40 2,472 27 2,878 19 16,824 00 
@Waleary fe o-cnat one ts <a 14,494 37 1,726 07 6,142 42 23,774 73 
Hadmontonic ess eee ose 8,113 69 1,082 41 2,552 83 13,351 24 
Saskatoon. cancscs ss overs: 12,535 48 523 36 5,296 20 21,364 44 
Winininey psc sacar ooeccteeee 3,195 66 620 35 678 O1 6,373 30 
MEOTONRtO.cacwause ks aceuores 11,234 52 1,838 06 5,213 89 19,103 59 
Sherbrookes....5-2 os eoeese 2,411 23 507 41 1,592 49 4,524 13 
SaintJonns sess cece eecseee- 9,106 44 3,020 If 3,194 81 15,826 36 

Totals es ccc see or 71,568 79 12,295 04 27,548 84 121,141 79 
New Brunswick..... aE creat 3,474 17 782 59 


961 97 5,218 73 


COLLECTIONS—BRITISH eles SETTLEMENT (NOT INCLUDING ARREARS) 1935-36 
(TO MARCH 31, 1936) 


Percentage 
Number | Installments | Number Percentage of 
District of due of Cash Bonus Total of 1935 settlers 
settlers | Oct. 1, 1935 | settlers installment | making 
: payments 
’ $ cts. $ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 
Vancouver..........- 197 39,148 53 106 | 10,477 40 8,946 80} 19,424 20 49-6 53-8 
Calgary: conc cece wes 327 81,380 56 132 14,494 37 13,142 90 97.637 27 34-0 40-3 
Bdmonton...2.5.0.<: 411 94,676 64 97 8,113 69 7,041 18 15,154 87 16-0 23-6 
Saskatoon........... 488 117,540 33 121 12,535 48 10,309 74 22,845 22 19-4 24-8 
Winntpegn. cccs sc ears 213 43,900 65 51 3,195 66 2,410 12 5,605 78 12-8 23-9 
TTOrOntOsw ts .ees «aes 167 36,891 18 87 11,234 52 10,146 71 21,381 23 57-9 52-1 
Sherbrooke.......... ~ 45 7,994 60 28 2,411 23 2,016 97 4,428 20 55-4 62-2 
Sambtobn...-..5-s- 276 45,547 65 129 9,106 44 6,574 43 15,680 87 34-4 46+7 
Totale econ: 2,124 467,080 14 751 71,568 79 60,588 85 | 132,157 64 | 24-0 35-4 
New Brunswick..... 228 39,966 46 36 3,474 17 3,186 9S 6,661 15 16-7 15-8 


ARREARS OWING BY CURRENT SETTLERS AS AT MARCH 31, 1936 


Soldier British Family Schemes 


Details an —————__ Total 
Civilian 3,000 B.F. 500 N.B. 
settlers Scheme Scheme 
$ cts. $ cts. $ cts. $ cts. 
Arrears— ; 
Principal vem ceitcs oon eee er 4,719,130 78 1,934,762 87 193,491 35 6,847,385 00 
Interest Mee tk ceo sete oe se. 4,606,347 77 - 896,193 04 30,845 94 §,, 5335 ie 75 
‘Potal arrearss...eene- ee 9,325,478 55 2,830,955 91 224,337 29 12,280, 7717 
otalideb tens... se eee ee 35,480, 746 25 8,499,447 91 691,058 15 44,671, 252 


Per cent arrears to total debt........ 
.Number of settlers with due pay- 
MVE IUGS fare ttersearetnte sua. aeenen ner ametehel cae 


Average arrears per settler........... 787 .09 1,409.14 
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LOANS REPAID IN FULL AS AT MARCH 31, 1936 


—————— 
Aves Repaid Repaid 
District in by Total 
cash time sale 
ne 

(SD i ae ee a 560 536 1,096 
ETc scin SSS ae a a ane 539 664 1, 203 
(cise eg a hee 244 259 503 
Saskatoon DOC ORE DESI CO Rai ear ca Sree eae eC Te a 653 871 1,524 
(ED Oe SIRS = CSC a ia i NE es 264 158 429 
(ESSE SSPE Sse Ce a ae ein aa nara nie 425 280 705 
|S ONGES te Sir ieee A i ee GR ORO hi ie 91 63 154 
a i a ys 323 114 437 
ee hee ts Ae, RO a 3,099 2,945 6,044 


COST OF ADMINISTRATION 


a (By Activities) 
i ; ~ 


Nature of Activity 1933-34 1934-35 1935-36 
a a eee nnn NUCL SARS Sal Cedi ane ct ed (net MERE ISOS © 
- E $ ets. $ ets. $ ets. 
fpcier Land Settlement... 2.0.2 0..0...ecccececeseeeceeees en. 469,692 80 | 450,504 89 | 558,253 95 


yeneral Land Be mene ere et Seas ae Sano 243,000 CO | 233,000 00 107,000 00 
avestigations of other Departments.................00 000 28,000 00 | 28,000 00 
War Veterans’ Allowance Board : 


Bag sake sanyo) Tefscae kaos vel ereretatel le erste eh ora | cee a 28,792 00 

Pensions and National Health, Farm Loan Board and Interior 
Wenartment,s......... Ear e aa Ses Pardeaio wiois. «inl d male Game gee Line eee ne Pe ee oe 35,106 00 
‘armers’ Creditors Stee ea gent NCE salty Lec, 2. en ate ee 30,000 00 28,356 00 
CRONE | 0 bc 2 Sa in or 740,692 80 741,504 89 757,507 95 


FARMERS’ CREDITORS ARRANGEMENT ACT LAND APPRAISALS—(FINANCE 
DEPARTMENT)—FISCAL YEAR 1935-1936 


Number 

Provinces of Land 
: Appraisals 
Ne oo Ss on are eee oR doe footie necro iene ere eee : 33 
Er Ce Cl beh ee es oe 298 
ee ae oe) RE cae 62 
I eee 385 
MM Ril es iso. cc cs tccckctdic ht OR 1,584 
2B SESE ce a a a Ailes hcl GIP “5 
(2 LEERY ES Tie SIR Rca a a Dacian ees ak eee 1 
ES MOU GG GMI i AG TL a o's eR TED 2,363 


\NADIAN FARM LOAN BOARD—LAND APPRAISALS—(FINANCE DEPARTMENT)— 
FISCAL YEAR 1935-1936 
eee ee 


meee 

A of Lan 

| Provinces Appraisals 

EEN SSSS .g h ea a Ma D 157 
So ES ade area eat at Trae 263 

(SESS ENG cic ae occ chee Raia ete RR STS en 2s 450 

ty ee ee ea ee pe 
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FIELD INVESTIGATIONS—WAR VETERANS’ ALLOWANCE BOARD—FISCAL YEAF 


1935-1936 

* ant District _ 
District ea ) 
; 
VAN COU VOR: occa e ae eatin eialo adie aisha lerave alelera sielets Seiniale loreisietaie tiaheralate claieiea ae stare tae screamer 65 
(OE) a 6 Or ERE ARE OC COC CnC HE CORSE cCCUCOp ic SOer Cct AHO C Pn anenCrece ocbiosBacnssennwen 18 
Mdmonton. oi. cacs sce cee eee gr haa SES OT Oe Se rae wv tae ee ee CMe te oe ik aro rte Ree oer oees 31 
Gaslca toons cecciu uct cw wistoduoe re cleo olavaliale nic cls nave w ctecateabtd etietelaeicceae cn clans aawen sa cletele abet ciate te traten 32 
Winnipeg siccc ceiecisccercinvs ccienine ora clades asrelarateie ic aini cuicreialeepaiatere ele/eisinie wan <laloisin ere'efereleieie ciate: ctemeterte 28 
TG rONEO) cas co AS GAS Waa Cale Slave HRS tre We Wise late cree ala ctere a diee aie stece'a /ale/ mele Oe]s v aceme ar atmearae anette 1,06 

SRerbroo ke ecw acacia law sidaloaiciale cia tiene or eccla ecnsalw wre olateral ere oie eine eleia elnlere miei atag erphatelata ele ceeie atemets 
Saint POHNE « cera Ga cicw socio mnie essa meen ease Canine aces ce cle tiniclaw a ea ade ce pi oimietele eerie eaimeraore aencraeers 54 
Dominion ‘totals; oc cseoc cu cin aioe ce see da cscnw cae ec csiu Vales weed talline tememcrae 3,59 


FIELD INVESTIGATIONS—DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION-= 
FISCAL YEAR 1935-1936 


District District 
totals 

WS CO UY Cac aso. css crate Sa eee ore aww Sins abrb a, ss lnsn ave Vesoto, ai aral’e! Stas cue © oralaleessisle/eveiecsta etasal sleeve otsteretel eae eietets 5 
CR oa riya ee Sate sence ecto eterno aiote ere ein a wiejer sie oe Prac at etasu ata ms RG hier e, Hie ow laralane Tore er eae 10: 
| Ho Hao veseh ress any at an te nit dh wk SPOR Bia ten heey Ne Me Ieee PE CARE AS Sale oh ch heetic de 17 
SRI FOOM hs seit ein Se Sete cere ae ee Re era ra dla ahehe aim msc eto’ Shales wie car Bracohale. Grocer a ane ote teearare eee 71: 
BTID OS soe s wialee cyan d a slarey ale ere oie otavaroitaiere wieidla eteidierelesteiclaicie siclerelove sreleie e sleiele aerate s/aeaticlare araaeretat 6. 
TOTO EO sean eee ete nae aa thae eee tala Teo a Teo Site Owe la oe ere tata eee 29! 
Sherbrooke sc). 2% ave as -senen esqee emieel=clasis «icles «101s wreieieiela <i sielcieiae raiselsin’s © stelelaisacioiseie creates | 
SEIT odfnlel eran taacuisanome boca: pCAneSnncOOgna UC ant QoaE KO naUAO CuKaEHe coaGRoganmeea5< enh 1 
Dominion total........... Nea aie alata Gite ioe aa See eiilere a wiava'ahalcl atislne Sere trer steer 1, 42: 
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FIELD INVESTIGATIONS—DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS AND NATIONAL HEALTE 
AND CANADIAN PENSION COMMISSION—FISCAL YEAR 1935-1936 


Department 


H Canadian 
Pensions F 
District and ro 
National missiail 
Health { 


RELIEF LAND SETTLEMENT—FAMILIES SETTLED ON FARMS (WITH FINANCIAL 


ASSISTANCE)—(AGREEMENT—DOMINION AND PROVINCES)—FROM INCEPTION TO 
MARCH 31, 1936 : 


Approvals Abandonments On the land 


Province and cancellations 

Families |Individuals| Families Individuals] Families |Individuals 

British Columbia........... 285 9|- 50 43 235 
PEA oe oe i 1 3,060 175 768 476 2,292 
Saskatchewan.............. 4,604 179 871 760 3,733 
BEAILODA ies ee 3,786 161 735 632 3,051 
BERCATIO Nn. et ee 2,990 143 712 463 2,278 
GLO cae en oe eee 6,005 179 1,060 797 4,945 
BNOVE Scotia.....c0.ccccee. 2,140 61 370 280 bee (its) 
eOCAIG eareete tes 22,870 907 4,566 3,451 18,304 


e ; : Provincial 
: | s Province Rats 
errr ee a a el 
La CSTs AN elle Sia aaa ae et ae RMN A eae en RS 1) 10 
HG creu Nc OMe ne SUSINIBINGNYSva\ lersier iu /o'lt ofe:roaite, eis leeheme sete Gomis hese a aw Sean tee era al tee es 230 
MRTENLOWAN. o2 2 0c. <0 cS lose. cbc ecsccee ee Rake: erate: <Yavavetbyayere tees ere ratchs ota c/ ster aya aya crake ee ee 14 
US eS eile Oe IN lei See SORTS IE TOC, a a 84 
Ns oo 8 Se aS os vate ap oma x a oe Clg ao ee 1,344 
as sae uciae a i ar ie SP ie peer an Mena L) 5 ae ok 2 
Ree rovIncée , WES AS S68 55, G2 Sno ee eee Te a mm eee ce 156 
LOSES OSCE T ONT) IE eee a ne eM ns oe 1,840 
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FIELD INVESTIGATIONS—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR—FISCAL YEAR 1935-1936 
SSS 
District 
totals 
ene ene eee enantio ee) ee ee ree 


District 


Ee ey anes eines is aie PP Oe ee hy ENS Peer Ee 


3,000 BRITISH FAMILY SCHEME—OUTCOME FOLLOWING ABANDONMENT—AS AT 
MARCH 31, 1936 


Number 
of 


Occupation families 
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DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND RESOURCES 


Hon. T. A. Crerar, MInIsTER CuarLes Camszit, Deputy Minister 


REPORT 


OF 


Soldier Settlement of Canada 


FOR THE 


FISCAL YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1937 


F. C. BLAIR, DIRECTOR 


(Reprinted from the Annual Report of the Department 
of Mines and Resources, Pages 316 to 333 inclusive) 
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Hon. T. A. Crerar, 
Minister of Mines and Resources. 


I have the honour to submit a Report of Soldier Settlement activities for 
the fiscal year ended March 31, 1937. 

Included in this Report there are sections relating to the Three Thousand 
British Family Scheme and the New Brunswick Five Hundred British Family 
Scheme, also the work done by Soldier Settlement for other Departments of the 
Dominion Government. 


Your obedient servant, 


F. C. BLAIR, 
Director of Soldier Settlement. 


Orrawa, June 15, 1937. 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA 


The main work of the Soldier Settlement department is the administration 
of a public estate consisting of 20,385 farm properties representing a present net 
investment in land and chattels of $50,346,795.55. The department also performs 
land settlement and investigational services for the Immigration Branch, Depart- 
ment of Mines and Resources, and field services for other departments of 
Government. Land settlement and investigational activities are conducted as 
complementary operations to avoid duplication of public services. 

Earlier reports have outlined the provisions of the Soldier Settlement Act and 
amendments and detailed the terms of the British Family Settlement Agreements. 
This report is a concise presentation of settlement as at March 31, 1937, with 
certified statements covering loan operations and schedules summarizing settle- 
ment activities. Condensed Balance Sheet with supporting financial statements 
and summaries of settlement operations are found on pages 322 to 333. Ex-- 
planations of special phases of the department’s work are given hereunder. 


*" ExtTenT or SETTLEMENT 


Under the Soldier Settlement Act, 24,998 soldier settlers were established on 
land with loans. At this date there are 10,180 soldier settlers; 5,749 civilian 
settlers; 1,881 British family settlers; 1,750 farms operated under lease and 825 
farms on hand for resale; 3,365 settlers have repaid their loans in full in cash, 
1,977 properties have been transferred to municipalities and provinces under 
section 21 (a) of the Soldier Settlement Act. 

Summarized there are 17,810 active settlers with loans; 1,750 properties under 
lease; 825 farms on hand for resale; a total of 20,385 properties under 
administration, representing the present net investment of $50,346,795 .55. 


PoLicy 


In the administration of state financed settlement projects, the two principal 
factors to be considered are the human element and recovery of the public 
investment. Adverse agricultural conditions, with drought in several sections of 
Western Canada, have necessitated for several years a policy of reasonable 
leniency and this has been continued during the year under review. 

The department recognizes that foreclosure proceedings on the sole grounds 
of inability to pay would in many cases mean a mere shifting of the burden of 
problem cases at a higher cost to Canadian taxpayers. 

Settlers who are in a position to pay are expected to do so and to this end 
district office collection officials and field staff co-operate closely. 

In the resale and resettlement of reverted lands, care.is taken to select 
purchasers who have farm experience and sufficient personal assets to give promise 
of ultimately paying for the properties. 


CoLLECTIONS 


Summarized statements of collections are given on pages 329 and 330. Total 
collections for the fiscal year including prepayments and leases on account of 
soldier settlement. and British family settlement are $1,183,934.13. In soldier 

. 4 


; 317 . 
52843—2 ri 


it aon StF 
settlement during the fiscal year 54-7 per cent of the settlers made payments. 
The cash payments received exclusive of bonus amounted to $1,049,960.25 or 
30-2 per cent of the instalments due. 
Under the Three Thousand British Family Scheme, 52-7 per cent of the 
settlers made payments. The cash payments received exclusive of bonus 
amounted to $128,671.93 or 21-0 per cent of the instalments due. 


FINANCIAL 


Attention is directed to the condensed Balance Sheet which gives in sum- 


marized form the present loan situation. The accompanying schedules detail the 
major items in the balance sheet. 

In connection with the reduction in gross loans from $158,220,319.85 to 
$50,346,795.55 it will be noted that $57,583,072.46 has been paid into the 
Treasury ; $42,515,643.37 has been granted to settlers through remedial legislation, 
of which amount $32,246,534.50 has been written off settlers’ accounts or is in 
the process of being written off and $10,269,108.87 granted by way of interest 
exemption; $18,228 309.76 has been deducted on account of losses sustained to 
date in the resale of land and chattels. The amount paid into the Treasury 
includes repayments by settlers and money -received from all other sources, 
including cash receipts from resale of land and chattels. 


INSURANCE _ 


Fire insurance covering buildings and chattels to the amount of $14,821,- 
801.00 is held by the department as collateral] security for loans. The insurance 
is placed and the premium paid by settlers, failing which the department places 
the insurance and pays for it, collecting the premium from the settlers. 


REMEDIAL LEGISLATION 


A summary of the various remedial measures enacted since the inception 
of the Soldier Settlement Act is recorded on pages 326 and 327. These conces- 
sions have resulted in a financial betterment to settlers in an aggregate amount 
of $42,515,643.37. yi: 


Bonvus LEGISLATION OF 1933 ExTENDED 


- Section 73 of the Soldier Settlement Act assented to May 23, 1933, provided 
for a dollar for dollar bonus on payments made in respect of arrears or any 
instalment due and payable between March 3], 1933, and March 31, 1936, and 
instalments due one year thereafter, provided payment were made by March 81, 
1936. The payment and the bonus combined may not exceed the arrears plus 
the instalments due. The legislation applies to all settlers indebted in respect 
of any contract or agreement made prior to January 1, 1933. The bonus 
legislation applies to soldier settlers, civilian settlers, and settlers under the 
Three Thousand British Family Scheme. 

An important condition of the bonus concession is payment by the settler 
of insurance premium and taxes levied during the current year. The condition 
with respect to the payment of taxes is in conformity with the department’s 
policy of co-operation with taxing authorities in encouraging settlers to meet 
their tax obligations. 

Statement on page 327 shows that to March 31, 1937, settlers have earned 
bonus totalling $3,857,940.78, of which $756,133.93 is to .be credited to settlers 
when taxes and insurance have been paid. 

The Soldier Settlement Act was amended in 1936. whereby amounts due up 
to March 31, 1938, are subject to bonus provided payment is made by that date. 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA 319 


TAXES 


The municipal tax situation has been one of the more important adminis- 
trative problems of the department since the inception of soldier settlement. 

Prior to 1934 the situation was that soldier settlement lands were Crown 
lands and as such were not subject to taxation. Over a period of years repre- 
sentations had been made repeatedly by municipal taxing authorities that their 
inability to levy and collect taxes on soldier settlement lands in accordance 
with the taxing laws of the various provinces imposed an unfair burden on rural 
municipalities. In 1934 the Soldier Settlement Act was so amended as to make 
soldier settlement lands as from the first of January, 1933, subject to the tax 
sale laws of the various provinces. 

The Act further provides that upon a taxing authority taking any proceed- 
ing for sale of the farm of a purchaser from the department, the Agreement of 
Sale covering such land shall be rescinded. However, it is also provided that 
the settler shall be reinstated in his contract provided he makes payment of 
the amount necessary to effect redemption. In these cases it is the practice of 
the department to give the settler every encouragement to redeem his land. 


LAND SALES 


Forty-five per cent (45%) of the total farms originally acquired for soldier 
settlement have reverted to the department and this necessarily entails adequate 
facilities for resale and resettlement of these properties. 

The Estates and Securities Branch of the department administers reverted 
farms and chattel property. In all cases of resale of farms, care is exercised in 
the selection of the personal risk, the object being to conduct a sale that will 
result in ownership of the property by the purchaser. Similarly with leases, 
care is taken to ensure in so far as possible, that farms are leased to reliable 
tenants, pending resale of the land. The terms of the leases conform to the 
general practice prevailing in the respective provinces and usually include 
provisions designed to maintain and improve the security. 


THREE THOUSAND BritisH Faminy ScHEME 


This settlement project, entered into by agreement between the United _ 
Kingdom and Dominion Governments in 1924 for the settlement of 3,000 British 
families on Government-owned farms in Canada has been described in detail in 
previous reports. The farms used for settlement were, in the main, lands acquired 
for soldier settlement and the Soldier Settlement Board was charged with the 
supervision of settlers’ operations and collection of moneys due. The agreement 
provides for the sharing of losses in the same proportion as the gross advances 
by the United Kingdom and Dominion Governments. 

A total of 3,346 families came forward for settlement, of which 183 with- 
drew from the scheme before receiving advances, and 1,477 withdrew after 
contracting loans, a total of 1,660 withdrawals. There are now 1,665 British 
families operating their farms under this scheme. Twenty-one settlers have 
repaid their loans. 

Families settled under this agreement were granted a 30 per cent reduction 
in their indebtedness in 1933 and the benefits of the dollar for dollar bonus 
legislation and one year’s interest remission. 3 


New Brunswick 500 British Famiry Scuempr 


In 1927 a settlement agreement was entered into by the United Kingdom, — 
Dominion, and’ New Brunswick Governments for the settlement of 500 families _ 
in the Province of New Brunswick over a period of 6 years beginning 1928. 
Revision of the original agreement to a two-party agreement between the United — 
Kingdom and Dominion Governments was detailed in the 1936 report. 


As at March 31, 1937, three hundred and fifty-nine (359) families had 
come forward for settlement, of which nine withdrew from the scheme before 
Tecelving advances and 134 withdrew after contracting loans, a total of 143 
withdrawals. There are now 216 families operating their farms under this 
agreement. 

Families settled under this agreement were granted a 30 per cent reduction 


in their indebtedness and the benefits of the dollar for dollar bonus legislation 
and one year’s interest remission. i. 


level more consistent with the Tevenue-producing capacity of the farm. The 
Act makes provision for farmers as debtors and their creditors to get together 
and arrange mutually satisfactory compromises and settlements. The provisions 
of this Act are applicable to debtors of the Crown and, therefore, to all classes 
of settlers under the department. 


One thousand two hundred and nine (1,209) Settlers have applied under 


In each case the settler’s farm and chattels are: appraised and his financial 
affairs and record of farming operations carefully reviewed by District. Office 
Committee and Head Office before the case goes forward to the Board of Review 
for adjudication. 


o 


DEPARTMENTAL Co-OPERATION witH F.C.A. ADMINISTRATION 


__ By arrangement between the Minister of Finance and the Minister in 
Charge of Soldier Settlement the field staff of the department makes land 
appraisals and furnishes reports on applicants at the request of the Boards of 
Review under the Farmers’ Creditors Arrangement Act in the respective pro- 
vinces. The Boards of Review in Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and Ontario 
have made extensive use of the department’s field staff for land appraisals. Land 
appraisals for the fiscal year total 2,860. 


FIrLp SUPERVISION 


The field supervision staff furnishes the personal contact between settlers 
and the department and is the basis of the general land settlement services 
rendered other departments of Government. 

There are 90 field supervision districts, each with a field supervisor in 
charge. Each supervisor is responsible on the average for 198 active settlers, 
49 farms available for sale or lease, and an aggregate investment of $559,000 
of public funds. 

In the matter of inspection and preservation of security, the sale of reverted 
arms and chattels, and arrangements for satisfactory leasing of farms not 
lisposed of through sale, the duties of a field supervisor are comparable with 
hose of a loan company inspector. 

The Soldier Settlement organization has been called upon to perform land 
ettlement and investigational services not only for the Immigration Branch, 
Jepartment of Mines and Resources, but for other departments of the Dominion 
rOvernment. The demand for these services has increased in recent years. 

On page 332 are summarized the results of these activities. 
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The services include: 


1. Land Appraisals for Boards of Review under the Farmers’ Creditors 
Arrangement Act.—A total of 2,860 appraisals were made during the fiscal year. 


2. Land Appraisals, Canadian Farm Loan Board.—A total of 298 land 
appraisals were made for the Canadian Farm Loan Board during the fiscal year. 


3. Rural Investigations for War Veterans’ Allowance Board.—The field staff 
investigate the circumstances of rural applicants for assistance under the War 
Veterans’ Allowance Act; 4,303 investigations were made during the fiscal year. 


4. Investigations for Immigration Branch.—The field staff investigate settle- 
ment conditions in connection with the proposed admission of immigrants to 
Canada; 1,383 investigations were made during the fiscal year. 


5. Rural Investigations for Department of Pensions and National H ealth — 
_ The field staff investigate applications for relief allowances and special pension 
cases in rural districts; 3,382 investigations were made during the fiscal year. 


6. Relief Land Settlement—Clause 7 of the Dominion-Provincial Relief 
Settlement Agreements provides that the Provincial Advisory Committee shall 
include a representative of the Dominion Land Settlement Branch. The District 
Superintendent of Soldier Settlement in each province where the agreements are 
operative acts in this capacity. 


ADMINISTRATION 


The general land settlement services described in this report necessarily entail 
cost to the department of Soldier Settlement. It was determined after careful 
survey by officers of the various departments concerned that co-operation as 
indicated rather than appointment of additional staff by the several departments 
concerned would result in a substantial annual saving to the public treasury. 

The administration costs of Soldier Land Settlement and general settlement 
are shown on page 331. 

The Soldier Settlement department (total staff 325) consists of a head 
office at Ottawa with a director in charge and eight district offices, each with a 
district superintendent in charge located as follows: 


British Columbia—Vancouver. 
Alberta—Edmonton and Calgary. 
Saskatchewan—Saskatoon. 
Manitoba—Winnipeg. 
Ontario—Toronto. 
Quebec—Sherbrooke. 

Maritime Provinces—St. John, N.B. 
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Gross 


Soldier Land Setitlement— 
Land purchase 
Removal of encumbrances 
Permanent improvements ... 
Stock and equipment 
Special advances 
Replacements 
Refunds of settlers’ equity . 
Credit due to resales 
Replacement credits ....... 
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Interest charges 


Deduct lands transferred to British Family Scheme 


Three Thousand British Family Scheme— ~ 


Canadian Government land 


United Kingdom Government land 
United Kingdom Government stock and equipment 
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Assisted passage loans 
Replacements ............% 
‘Interest charges— 

Canadian 
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New Brunswick 500 British Family Scheme— 
New Brunswick Government loans ............ OSE CHOSE ROPES $ 
Canadian Government special advances 
United Kingdom Government loans 


Assisted passage loans ..... 
Replacements 
Interest charges 


ee 
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Total gross loans ....... 

Summary— 
Gross Advances for Loans— 
Soldier land settlement 


Three Thousand British Family Scheme 
New Brunswick 500 British Family Scheme 


Interest Charges— 
Soldier land settlement 


Three Thousand British Family Scheme 


New Brunswick 500 British 
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Loans as at March 81, 1937 


$ 60,589,628 00 
2,716,474 89 
11,650,755 
29,098,608 
9,869,798 
3,769,853 


$119,070,919 
29,265,969 


$148,336,889 
8,370,101 
$139,966,788 28 


“113, "495 
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2,911,676 
933,936 
16,992,081 14 


521,156 


eee eee ee ewer eseeeee 


9,375 


1,261,450 43 


$158,220,319 85 
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$110,700,818 68 

13,146,467 80 

982,364 61 
—$124,829,651 09 
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$ 29,265,969 60 
3,845,613 34 
279,085 82 
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Family Scheme... 


33,390,668 76 


$158,220,319 85 
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Repayments as at March 31, 1937 
—— eee 


— Interest Principal Total 
$ ts. 

Soldier Settlement— ; Panes rites 
MIS OMS rah Std a iaiaeie ios. dt ae he oee Soe hide yc tchel _ 6,250,015 17 6,250,015 17 
EEE CEES OI ARES Feige Ne 18,475,888 66 | 28,373,556 93 | 46/8497445 59 
oUis SCENE ea OURS os REDE earl Mae NSIS d 1,934; 182 26 1,934; 182 26 

‘Lotalisoldier settlement.-s...-. 0.120. .06. 18,475,888 66 | 36,557,754 36 55,033,643 02 

British Family Setilement— . 

Canadian Government land..................2... 624,488 14 612,248 44 1,236,736 58 

Total received by— 

ie Canadian Government etetaalerelsteial ts aicJapersl werretoetdiee ee 19,100,376 80 | 37,170,002 80 56,270,379 60 
United Kingdom Government loans........:..... 155,858 14 612,479 80 768,337 94 
United Kingdom, New Brunswick Scheme....... 6,022 01 51,948 53 57,970 54 
RESISLOO DASHA EO Mena seine nia Geen kee HU ed scans: oth apo he tae 161,263 45 | | 161,263 45 
Replacements... .25..3...45- Maueie cravat abel eleretelele clove ials L viekaie eRe ee OATS 325,120 93 325,120 93 

pLotalerepayIMents voce sacedecas nebo nese ee 19, 262,256 95 38,320,815 51 57,583,072 46 


(st th a ec I a 9) Se ang 
Loan Repayments | 
ne 


Fiscal Year : Interest Principal Total 
ee $ cts. $ cts. $= ets. 
From inception to March 31, 1934..............0...005 ~ 16,985,939 52} 35,719,241 46 52,705,180 98 
BRL eOO erie Se tiie etek’, 4) DAG COE CON ODCEA CCG C CREME OE 849,665 62 875,126 53 1,724,792 15 
ney staal tsa pasleusicvo'e oiviaie Suis cael aig Sa be kad 4 ¢ 736,951 02 883,303 47 1,620, 254 49 
ee ree atte fae cla savisNicate «seed ae uaeatens a 689,700 79 843,144 05 1,532,844 84 


7 19,262,256 95 38, 320,815 51 57,583,072 46 


Legislative Reductions as at March 81, 1937 
Soldier Settlement— 


Pave stare Teduelion, 0 une 27), LODE. Dnt wicre-t witha alee Meme ae eee el ee $2,927,809 99 
ENTS WB EGA CUW TET. 9 a] eS My RS 0 Yay RG ROROY @ coee eN s or 7,479,343 75 
30 per cent reduction, May 30, 1930— 
Principaivnancerece ses nicushaceisi ola (olajeraroerel stovsrsicha core sare heteretentiiters $8,654,012 04 
Unterestimesote csteas oie eae a PAT ESE TR Oo eee eR Lee 2,656,951 24 
———————- 11,310,963 28 
LOD cei MteredorTeilsslOney Mave 8,8 L003 paeinaeee «.. aictoeteys ee ae ine oo ee 1,894,160 09 
Dollar for dollar bonus, May 23, 1933— 
JeA@T Nery Oe, Wa onbe Mtnciins Mais e Ga. lon eas het eater rit aCe Tey Mt 1,680,018 35 
MESES Thesis taiere dats ioes a ee stir eat ol aim Star emir sealed ca attic NO OEE 1,181,914 03 
Deferreds tices oes oe MTR sal Stale! ate la ove einia eat ara neler a eres 692,592 59 
ae we ne es SEGA BOE. 97 
'’ Farmers’ Creditors Arrangement Act, July 3, 1934— 
Amounts written off settlers’ accounts ........-.+--.+-ceee 364,703 21 
Additional completed cases (amounts transferred to previous 
e settlers or not yet written off settlers’ accounts)....... 181,134 74 
oo 545,837 95 
Interest Exemption Act, June 28, 1922 (estimated) ......cceceeccaccsecceee 10,269,108 87 
Inet, BOLIC MERGE ICING CO Seok Sass <ahc cad Seats Coin SoC ee, $37,981,748 90 


Three Thousand British Family Scheme— 
_ 30 per cent reduction, May 23, 1933— 


Principally teow totes ae ee ele ee Cae Rene, See 1,871,176 89 
Antenestaaes acsscnee: COSCON. S CRICK CGPI CRIS GRR I a ORCINI Ieee 1,439,688 34 
——__————_ 3,310,865 23 


Bye tUCMTONL. KOMIISEION. | lav Poe) LGR ns son oc Neebcou olwoute ena eee ake be 400,471 59 
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Legislative Reductions as at March 81, 1937—Concluded 


Three Thousand British Family Scheme—Concluded: 
Dollar for dollar bonus, May 23, 1933— 


Principal siccsmese ae sims wiaisletasboinae sl Soler cetelete aleretarsce scien 97,575 09 
Pberest yo cis Ske cla slenateie sia atone orepe renee abascie oirerais cheno ote ewes eae 138,089 61 
Deferred sys tra ceisicw ere oistelory setae ata ere castehale ara at ale ote o stattete Pees 61,313 74 


296,978 44 
Farmers’ Creditors Arrangement Act, July 3, 1934— 


Amounts written of sebtiers: Accounts cela ieisuselcietsiens aise 96,118 51 
Amounts transferred back to Soldier Settlement .......... 70,504 74 
Additional completed cases (amounts transferred to previous 
settlers or not yet written off settlers’ accounts)........ 3,257 68 
; ——————-___ 169,880 93 
Total’ 3000 .Britishs Bamily: Schemes cde cata cies lees delateratce staeteats darters ee $ 4,178,196 19 


New Brunswick 500 British Family Scheme— 
30 per cent reduction, April 18, 1935— 


PLINGIpal ho cve.d se secerels we seouiciaercraie atatelel suste siatote etatareyele sere elm evenarert $ 137,862 64 
En terest) ic giec.cte eo eie.s cisiniaiere clateoyetaiuvele qterene el tateaaicle le ateteraertiare 161,592 96 
——————_ 299,455 60 
LOs4interestiremission, A prily U8i) LOS scien a ot eketa ery eile etale tel eleve ofecstete ate late tenet 49,805 31 
Dollar for dollar bonus, April 18, 1935— 
PTI CL pal Ms eho cos diss ateave cic te toneisiene saver stare tevaial pial sede mpsiets elenetonelareiane 2,426 29 
En terestmerias eae cise sonske ie tiricte sins eis ateduierat mene ciais a arate eater arate 1,783 48 
Deferredinaenns sayoac sas dae oa steassae 4 EOC errr HEC 2,227 60 
i —__—_—_——— 6,437 37 
Total New Brunswick 500 British Family Scheme........... Onl ean eae cecot 355, 09810e 
Toval sBritishe amily: OGheme. ce. sterrsrste cies. 2 site eslaeetuele clsleiele e ictie elerarets Peeeree = $ 4,533,894 47 
Total Wegislative™ redwettoOns ts .a:aesa'sja'ald cross cle cis Ghaelatana cdtisiele @oteiais » cielereterctals $42,515,643 37 
Bonus of Dollar for Dollar as at March 31, 1937 
: : British 
y Soldier Fami 
—— amily Total 
: Settlement Settlement 
Pee $ ° ets. $ cts. $ cts. 
Payments received subject to bonus..............-+-- 3,554,524 97 303,415 81 3,857,940 78 
Bonusicredited toidatenc means cm cae sean creme en eee 2,861,932 38 239,874 47 3,101,806 85. 
Bonusistilli to bevcred ited sas. cease sons oe chees canes 692,592 59 63,541 34 756,133 93 
Potakses o2 ses sees oahen bass cee 8,554,524 97 303,415 81 3,857,940 78 
Soldier Settlement 2 Canada—Statement Re 1933 Legislation as at March 31, - 
1937 
Number of Settlers Who Have Taken Advantage of Bonus 
Amount of Interest 
ata: nee Bonus Remission 
District Sottlors Civilians uae - Total 
Num-| Per | Num-| Per | Num- | Per | Num- } Per $ ets $ cts 
ber | cent] ber cent ber cent ber cent 
Wancouverior. tcccscteeess ccs 1,135 83 729 78 95 Ki 1,959 81 584,262 04 304,774 27 
Bdmontonpeeencsorec sock sce 1,640 95 832 78 271 79 2,743 87 743,696 85 422,779 81: 
Calesryoey eas ice ceue o aiieels 1,134 82 362 73 204 71 1,700 79 544,442 09 359,570 61 
Saskatoon......... wai ate aatatng 2,175 73 873 65 241 58 3,289 70 977,374 85 647,439 68. 
Winnipegcnssancens «ace se cece 820 92 693 74 130 70 1,643 82 355,607 46 251,816 93 
Toronto 732 94 304 73 98 76 1,134 86 366,773 44 162,656 53, 
Sherbrooke 107 90 141 74 23 79 271 80 76,242 84 35,979 00 


St. John 540 94 276 17 150 34 966 73 192,990 15 152,095 84 


4 ' 8, 283 85 4,210 73 1,212 64 | 13,705 79 | 3,841,389 72 2,337,112 67 
Indianjsoldier setilement io). Me ce cneh crcicrats Tee eee esd fa ea ee toke etree ere cates cf eerie 16,551 06 7,324 32 


— 


8, 283 85 4,210 73 1,212 64 | 13,705 79 | 3,857,940 78 2,344,436 99 

sce en ae er CTE) ARE Oe Go eM eae NA Lan Regents 7 took avi MM LO ab UNG oLBlSi! AN MP! id 
Average bonus per settler (not including Indian soldier settlement)—$280.29, ; 

ie 
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_ Farmers’ Creditors Arrangement Act as at March $1, 1937—Soldier Settlers 


ate Total Number Number Total Average | Percentage 
District Number | Completed with Re- Reduction | Reduction 
Applications Cases Reductions} ductions | per Settler | to Debt 


Manecuver................. 73 58 41 59,455 55 1,450 14 38-1 
BRPMPONTON 5... cncclcs cece 30 12 1 1,391 27 LP3ot 27 25-8 
| _ COSTA ae lees eee 137 45 28 36,228 00 1,293 86 30-5 
ERED TOONG Ho ae ove cess aicte ove « 114 73 28 38,546 66 1,376 67 34-2 
MMBIIDCD. coco. ls cc's cies doit 117 80 58 97,488 86 1,680 84 45-4 
A COOSE Ae 88 56 29 35,029 72 1,207 92 34-6 
MEL DTOOKE «oo... cece ccece os bs AI I PE seectr ic ol (Seine GAs ROR nen Conerin) bliot Sunenaunt yd ing POT Te Se aime 
LDN: Re ote eee 23 10 2 2,994 70 1,497 35 52-4 
botalesec i: ciee 584 334 187 271,134 76 1,449 92 37-9 


Farmers’ Creditors Arrangement Act as at March 31, 1937—Civilian Settlers 


Total Number Number Total Average | Percentage 


District Number | Completed with Re- Reduction | Reduction 


Applications Cases Reductions} ductions | per Settler | to Debt 


Sie ets: $ cts. 

Mancouver........... Sacescee 45 68,544 83 1,958 42 42-4 
meimoonton.............-.6- ~ 52 26,576 02 1,898 29 35-4 
. {ODN k Gane 61 34,773 62 1,931 87 40-8 
SeEHTOON: ...-. 5.2. Seem ace 66 40,940 31 2,154 75 38-2 
Mmper ee 107 63,637 11 1,200 70 47-2 
OTRO Se Re aa 56 32,972 40 1,318 90 38-0 
MererDrooke...........-0e: 11 4,698 32 2,349 16 56-6 
ONES SS eee eee 7 2,560 58 1,280 29 55-0 
Motalseeqsss sch. 405 274,703 19 1,635 14 41-4 


Farmers’ Creditors Arrangement Act as at March 81, 1937—British Family 


Settlers 
Total Number Number Total Average | Percentage 
District Number | Completed with Re- Reduction | Reduction 


Applications Cases Reductions} ductions | perSettler | to Debt 


$ cts. $ cts 
14 19,465 04 1,390 36 35-9 
ct FTG 35,306 71 | 2,206 67] NE 
14 30,279 71 2,162 84 44.3 
20 45,207 52 2,260 38 47-9 
29 37,036 20 py fas fat 31-1 
Webeed Rid yo botore ate eg las Fe arto heey ee 


94 169,880 93 1,807 24 40-7 
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Loans Repaid in Full as.at March 81, 1937 


Repaid 
District b Total 
Time Sale 
VANCOUVER: sateen aixs nieve cere ieee tae Pee Ae Ie etre ne ad ee ee 546 - 1,149 
Bemontonts hic nantes satus sete cee a train eat eee hanna 667 1, 245 
Calgary. cin ings iceh wateince eeae artnet eee ee oe eae a ee 260 515 
Saskatoon ree nou ste brecte slo Lares cee erie irene tea ae aN 875 1, 601 
Winniper ces ns tans cnace rece give see ak oe oats nae 156 446 
TLOYONUG Sc aclvecos elcnerscla rae Maren ole eee 281 733 
SHEPrOO Key iah Sables ececaie sis ee wee she ales are ee eae nee aE 160 
Sta John assem eae ae on cee eee RED trate it nel arta bg 119 483 
LOtal a clon cinerea utercis on Cora ae Tae DO ae 3,365 2,967 6, 332 


Cost of Administration 
(By Activities) 
pee EMSS SAARC IS SMALE A ical Nebel ME OO AR AIDE aller Sides 
a 


Nature of Activity ‘1935-36 | 1936-37 
Gus = $ cts. $3 cts: 
Soldier Land Settlement— : 
Loan administration cost. fro wwacke Seo te heen ae 552,307 39 550,819 14 
Loan administration cost (Indian Affairs)..........c0cecceececceeee... 5,946 56 5, 954 30 


_ 558, 253 95 556,773 44 
General Land Settlement— - 


Investigations, Immigration Branch, Mines and Resources............. 11,384 00 11,064 00 
Pincemiout tarnd workersc© 427-44 Oki re ren otal er a tL) 5,520 00 7,641 00 
Appraisals for prospective settlers... 06 cic ec asc 6 concedes sdcesdac.clcec, 3,640 00 5,560 00 
Relief Land Settlement (Special Investigations and Advisory Com- ; 
PRINCE, eh rat na hate Hae ae ae a iL ams te tl aL a 10,000 00 2,700 00 
Advisory services and miscellaneous..........22.csecaceeecccccccccee 20,156 00 4,000 00 
Colonization cost, British WamilySettlement..1s.< eueete ee 56,300 00 53,000 00 


107,000 00 | 83,965 00 


Investigations for Other Departments— 


War Veterans Allowance, Baard. 4.5... ov sch eee che eee ee 28,792 00 34,424 00 
Farmers’ Creditors Anrarigement Act... ..ssdcucescdccliccocicsed... 28,356 00 34, 320 00 
Pensions and Nationnieality. sc: coy ss.o4 on cecccs cebu Mee hoe, 14, 280 00 15,260 00 
Canadian Pension Commission, .cso.0a0ecs 640d doen lela ieee cae, 1,430 00 1,650 00 
BParaiLoan Poni) eee eee is. ee etn MRM, ane Pearse Bead, 18,896 00 3,576 00 
Mines and Resources—Lands, Parks, and Forests Branch.............. 500 00 330 00 


92,254 00 89,560 00 


DOCS! wai daelery wows pov vlate cakvan ds yes coke eee Le. 757,507 95 730,298 44 
Sas te ie ee 


i” 
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Relief Land Settlement—Families Settled on Farms (with Financial Assistance) 
—(Agreement—Dominion and Provinces)—From Inception to 
March 81, 19387 


Abandonments 
and On the Land 


Approvals 
Cancellations 


Province 


Families |Individuals | Families [Individuals] Families | Individuals 


-_— OO OE | tee 


British Columbia.......... 285 11 61 41 224 
(Albertats wes scercte ewe 6 ep 4 We 253 1,134 432 2,078 
Saskatchewan.............. 4,604 178 869 761 3,735 
Manitoba ceccsutesc sont 4,681 227 1,024 742 3, 657 
OQntarion: satan toe 2,990 175 842 431 2,148 
Quebec:27 ieee kee 6, 005 187 1,095 789 4,910 
Nova Scotian oes omen: 2,154 119 743 224 1,411 

‘Totals tenn tooee: 4,570 23,931 1,150 5,768 3,420 18, 163 


Farm Labour Placements—Fiscal Year 1936-37 


Province Provincial 
: Totals 
British iColumibiamwmaay at, onc coe dae ee ea eee fhe 
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OTTAWA 
+ J. 0. PATENAUDE, 1.8.0. 
PRINTER TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 
1940 


Honourable T. A. Crerar, 
Minister of Mines and Resources, 
Ottawa. 


Sir,—I have the honour to submit a brief report of Soldier Settlement 
activities for the fiscal year ended March 31, 1939. 


Included in this report is a statement relating to field services performed for 
other departments of the Dominion Government. 


“Your obedient: servant, 


G. MURCHISON, 
Director of Soldier Settlement. 


Orrawa, October 31, 1939. 
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SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA 


The Soldier Settlement of Canada has two functions: (a) the primary work 
of loan administration in connection with 19,876 farm properties representing a 
net investment of $44,550,076.72 as of March 31, 1939; and (b) field services, 
- Including land appraisals and a variety of investigations in rural districts, for 
other departments of Government. , 

The last annual report made brief reference to two major developments 
affecting policy and administration inaugurated at the close of the last fiscal 
year. The first concerns debt adjustment for soldier settlers and other purchasers 
under the Farmers’ Creditors Arrangement Act. While this Act had been in 
force since 1934, only 2,332 settlers of all classes, including 1,072 soldier settlers, 
had made application during the four years to March 31, 1938. In the twelve- 
month period under review a further 3,334 settlers of all classes, including 
1,869 soldier settlers, have applied for debt reduction or extension of repayment 
terms. This work involves inspection of individual properties and review of 
farming operations of all applicants in relation to their debt position and capacity 
to pay. As above indicated, 2 total of 5,666 soldier settlers and other purchasers 
have made application under the F.C.A. Act to March 31, 1939. Boards of 
Review have dealt finally with 2,954 cases, awarding debt reduction in 2,414 
cases with an average reduction of approximately $1,887. Less than 40 per 
cent of the total of 3,080 applications made to date in Saskatchewan and Alberta 
have been dealt with by Boards of Review, and it is estimated that a further 
period of eighteen months will be required to complete the operation. of debt 
adjustment for soldier settlers and other purchasers who have made or will make 
application. 

The second matter affecting administration was the designation of certain 
field staff to give their full time to Soldier Settlement business and the designa- 
tion of other field staff to perform the services required by other departments 
of Government. The past twelve months have demonstrated the practical 
value of this administrative change, more especially in providing the requisite 
service to problem cases among soldier settlers arising out of adverse crop 
conditions in important areas of the western provinces, and the general factor 
of advancing age among settlers which presents problems demanding careful 
individual attention by field staff. 

Collections during the year on account of loan repayments total $1,372,626.26, 
closely approximating total collections for the previous fiscal year despite the 
sharply lower prices for wheat and other grains compared with the previous 
year. 

Loan administration costs were further reduced by $23,568.77 during the 
year under review, owing mainly to staff retirements without replacements and 
transfer of staff to the Controller of the Treasury. The full effect of economies 
in staff costs inaugurated this year will not be reflected until next fiscal year. 

Field staff designated to perform the services required by other depart- 
ments of Government completed 10,673 investigations in rural districts and 
made 2,503 appraisals of land. The investigations and land appraisals for 
respective departments were as follows: 


Investigations: 


Department: of Pensions andi National) Healthe cy oon lone «cere =< 2,629 

War. Veterans7s Allowance S021 feelers re terete eters ela telole ate steistat ter ararererers 7,641 

Ganadiam Pension Gommission.  ~ < sac ecco eater eee ers 165 
Department of Mines and Resources— 

aitis(arotoy devel 5 gig ide onoree hs boo Sogo creo ecesaeoe se 196 

ands) Parkss ande Horests: EB Vanche etal tale ere coke] aletalasetseieiela/=\= a 42 

Land Appraisals: : 2 

Department of Finance (F.C.A. Act) ......... cece cece e ees c cence eens 2,470 

Ganadian Martie Wioanys bso aie ge. teeters ain oleic eine ale aie ieee erate Ste aieatee = 33 
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